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THE VIET CONG 

. - 'h • 
draft ~!by. 

Bohannan·; 

Viet Cong means trouble. Literally translated, the phrase leals . 
" f· 

Vietnamese Communist, and those who are Viet Cong employ the w~o~r .. 
l _, . 

COl:l.munist arsenal of dect:..:t and violence. A Viet Cong is a man,wo~an., 

or child, a to.,gh fighter with words or weapons, for what he i~J.Ught 
~: 

to call theULiberation Army" of Vietnam. Viet Cong also applies #0 the. 
" t. . 
: ~. . 

military and civilian components of the "Fronttt (the National [rer-t'for 

the Liberation of Sbuth Vietnam,or NFLSVN). To its deluded fol}o 
j! 

the "Front~ is the government. which they serve--but to the vast!;:ri ,. 
]: 

of South Vietnamese it is the instrument of terror and oppresslo :mani­
·Ii . . -r 

pu1ated by the Communists of North Vietnam. ': j:-

"Seventy thousand ragged guerrillas,whose forty or fifty fotand 
weapons are mostly homemade or obsolete, are busily pushing a~ur a 

larger, US-advised and equipped regular army and its even lar~erfj aux­

iliary force •• "That was the accurate thumbnail description O~,I ~ '.> 
Viet Cong which a senior US officer gave in early 1961. 

'0 

The Viet Cong, the Comro.unist!s"Liberation Army", have now :~ote· : i: . 

than doUbled their numbers, despite losses equalling their 19~0 ~trength. 
, 

Thefr so-called "regul ar If forces have grown from 10,000 in 196-.; ~o 
( 

some 65,000 .oen as of March 1965.' As befits ttregularst1 ,many ate armed. > • + (, 

~ t 
with late-model imported weapons (see box ), wear uniforms, helmets 

. - . ;' ( 

of wicker O!± steel, and even scarves for unit identification.!'Frrm' 
[' !' : 

isolated companies tfieir formations have grown to battalionslianfl _ 
i r 

~, !; r 
regiments which at times seek to resist or even attack com~ar.~ 

government forces. . t 

\ 
\ 

'f 
" 
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!h. ail1t1a ot the Y1et eons,th. "suerr111as~ baa.d in the 
; 
! 

y111 .... _d haal..ts which are th.1r hoaes, hay. .ot 1n~reaa.d 
, I 

.. rap1dl,.. Bett.r armed, ud trained than betor., the,. still 
, I 

w.ar the"cal1oo BOil''', the traditional black paj .... ot the V1et-

, ... es. peaaut( lIs.d alao b,. the "replars" a. tat1sue !Ua1toru). 

The estt.a~.d 100,000 ail1t1a who 81l1de,support,re1atorce, ud 
; 

i , 
proTide recruit. are ess~nt1al to the succes. of the "~.sulars",_d , 

l . 
n' the whole Viet eo .. ettort. The,. lI&ke possible the rul.~ ot the 

I ' ' I 

eo .. ua1.t'Part,. 1athe countr,.a1d.,e.torc1 .. the dictat •• ot the 
. I 

pupp.t"J'ront" local orsaa1.aUou. !'hanka larS.17 to the ail1t1a 
. ' , .' I 

ud the •• cret .. ents of the Part,., perhaps two-third.!ot the 
. ,.!. 

people ot South V1etn .. pA,. taxes' to the "J'ront",.Y.n ~hoUSh th.,. , 
I ' 
j a&7 alao pq those ot the py.rDJll.nt. , , .~ .. 

. , 

nat aak •• the succe •• ot the Viet Cons 80 .e.eaUoaal, ud I~;" 
: 
I ' 

th.ir w..,. ot wartar •• 0 a1p.1f1out is that th.,. .tart.d with . 
i : 

Yirtuall,. no at. rial u.ets. !he1r, u.et. w.re a 'beU.t 1a a .'Y 

doctr1a. ot .uby.reion, a thoroUSh DowledS. ot it. tactics, ud 

'the .upport ot th.ir fellow coma1lD1sts throllShout the world. 

.1 
.. : .. : 

i ,,' 
; .. 

'" eo_ua1.t V~.t ..... e, HOl"th and South, "1". UD1t.d 1a th.ir desir •.. ;. 

to briq the whole countr,. under eomaUD1.t 4oa:l.llaUoD. !he,. had 
,."; ; 

.. , DO .ub.t .. t1~ ara.d tOl"c". wh.. th.,. .tart.d thi. war ~ !h. Viet 
t ~. " 

Co .. ot the South bad no national territor,.. !'h.,. bad no'industr1al,', 

oapac1t,.. ft.,. had 0111,. a t.w thollsud exp.r1 •• c.d ",.rI"111u,ud 
.fIJoIIS'tll'td 

perhaps _ hUdr.~ .. pporter.,ao.tl,. ~n remot. are .. where soyerD-;i " 

•• n" "pr ...... Uy •••• ldo. c.... Al thouSh th.,. sUll. ~o.trol ao 

,.mtol7 p.r. SOY.I'DMD." torc •• cannot.n" .... at w1ll, th.r • ..,.. ';, ; 

, , 

" 
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.ub.tuUal ar ... iD which the "Front" i. the onl,. .tt.ctiy. 

soy.rna.nt. !b.,. op.rat •• chool.ud ho.pital.,clotbingtactori •• 

and ar •• nal •• Million. ot Vietnam.se support the "J'rontlt out ot 

tri.ndahip or t.ar,.o.t ottenth. latt.r. Without .... iy. US ud 

Fr.. World support, South Vi.tnam aight alread,. hay. b •• n added to 

the li.t ot lo.t countri.s. 

'fhis ..... ud i. a tr ••• ndous .uccess stor,-. III co'ny •• tional. 

war. .ach .id. usuall,. incr.ase. the size and .tr.ngth o't it. 
: . 

ara.d torc.s, and gr.atl,. incr.a ••• its iDd".trial outpu,t,atter 

the war has start.d. Surpri.ingl,., this has also b •• n tr;u. iD 

Vi.tn ... Ifh.. RnfU (R.public ot Viet !lam Armed Forc •• ) ,whose tight 

tor fr •• do. w. support, hay. incr.a •• d their nuab.rs and 1.aproy.d 

. :-:-

" ,', .,' 
.... t 

th.ir .quip •• nt at a pac. tar gr.at.r than hay. the Vi.t Cong. 

, Bow.y.r whil. the "Front" wa •• xperi.ncing it. gr.at •• t p.owth,in I: 
i ' 
I 

1963 ud 19f4, the tr •• soy.rna.nt ot South Vi.tn_ was uad.rsoing 

p',eat stress and trequ.nt changes ot admi.ni.tration. ~'s uadoubt.dl7' ;, 

tacilitat.d the growth ot the "Front",but th ••• "growing pains ot 

d.mocrac,." haye not stunt.d the growth ot the RVlfAJ', nor .hak.n 

'"'--it. d.t.raination to r.sist COJllllunl.t aggre •• ion, and •• tabli.h th.· 

! 

c. 

'treedo. ud .iad.pend.nc. ot the countr,.. ne.pite soy.rna.nt growth,; ,:; 
.. 11' 

tlae Viet Cong iD II1d-1964 Po •• a gr.at.r thr.at than eyer. 

this suooess stor,. ot an ar.,. and a shadow soy.rna.at built 

.,~b,iCo~st direotioa larg.l,. tro. the people and the r.sourc •• 

ot a state the,. seek to d.atro;,. is :ti:ight.niDg. W •• ist uad.r.tand 

Iaow th.;,. bay. done 80 .uoh, anel learn how to el.t.at such ".'. attacks, . 

•• the,. w1l1 be .e,.ate4 5Ca1D ud agatn. the '1et Con, suooess is 

. " 

, " ., 
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: r 

DOt that of a rac. of siaDt.-- the averas. Vi.ta..... i. about 
i 

tiv. f •• t thr •• iDch •• iall. It is Dot a .tor1 of incr.dibl. faDa-
i 

tici .. -- thouaaDd. of Vi.t Coas d.s.rt or SO ov.r to the aid. of 

sov.ram.at .v.rJ ,.ar. It i.aot just a .torr of outBid. .upport-­

the HVKAF has r.c.iv.d far more .quipm.at aDd trainins a •• i.taDc •• 

. It i. the .tor1 of the d.v.lopm.at of a kind of fiptiDS .aD aDd 

a w&1 of warfar. which CaD .uce •• 4 uad.r coaditioa. which would. 
I 

•••• hopel ••• to ~h. av.ras. orthodox eol~.r. to \aDd.retaDd it 

th.ir hi.~r1' 

) 

i 

. , oa. .u.t fir.t bow ao •• thiDS of the peopl., 

th.ir coutrJ. I 
~l 

Vi.ta .. i.v.rJ nearlr id.al for d.v.lopiaS such a wa1 of war •. 
:. 

OD oa •• id. of thi. loas,aarrow .trip 

d.lta,aDd •• acoast i. the Pacific. Oa 

i 
of aouta.:lD.,plat.au,riv.r 

i ! . 
the oth.r are th.' \aDd.v.lop." 

.d,larpl1 1'\Isce411 .outaiaous,froatier. with thr •• ot.h.r coutri ••• ' . " 
i 

!h. iDt.rior i. oft.a cov.r.d with d •••• tropical raiD tor •• t giv1D,\j 

id.al coac.ala.at to •• cr.t ia.tallatioa. aDd troop .o.v ••• at •• Much n 
~" . { ". 

of the coastlia. i ..... p, ... grov.,for •• t, or aoutaiD .quall1 

u •• ful to tho •• whO would ov.rthrow a sov.ram.at. !h. d.lta pro-

4uc.. taatastic &aGut. of ric. ahd 1. cri •• cro ••• d b1 a aJriad . 

~ . 
. :l 

caaal. Dei .tr ..... .la oa. Vi.t Coas .aida "Pol1Ds a duput duriac i. 

:: J: ' 
harv •• t U ... , oa. CD ,atber .aoup ric. iD a d&1 to· l~.t tor a . ~l.: 

we.kV. Mod.n FOud traa.poit .uat u •• the aiDct- coa.tal railroad> 
, . 

. or the l.1ait.d baaic •• twork of hiShw&18,all verJ .as1 .to .abot .... ; t 

or ... bua~.: 

fte people are equal11 w.ll auited to thi. k1ad of war-ac.tof ; 

th •• are rioe tara.r.,aecu.te ••• to bard work,aeacer ratioD.,aad aa 

abaol.te ·IdDi_ of aaterial co.fort •• !Ia.:I.r »hiJ.o80ph7 i •••••• t1al.-
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17 fatalistic and undeaanding. They do not like war,or soldiers,7et 

Vietnaa has known far more war than peace in the 2,000 ,lus 7ears 

of its histor7. Vietnaaese are known in South East Asia as ener.etic 

and aggressiYe,capable of great sacrifice for an ideal,and uncomaon-

17 stubborn in resisting oppression when the7 decide it has becoae 

intolerable. Th~se qualities make .them excellent fighting men. Th~ 
(. ... .r·QJ!.,aL ~l1.cL CiJl+-vrdJ,. Jubtfd:y ~ t:tnlLShM'«l.. bAcJ::.jI"OUIlc(. (Jf -#rG ~e-r Can~ Clhd "/e 

A~s~~~~al80 uke it extremely difficult to identif7 an ene~ unless he is 

shooting at 70u. More,they aake recognition of friends (or non-

eneaies) most iaportant, for JUstaking one for an enem7 uke. him 

his relatiYes,and his friends, ,our eneaies. fheckild on the water 

buffalo !!l be a Viet Cong spy --but it is better to treat hia as 

a friend than to make enelldes of his sorrowing parents. 



, 
i;;:; ti' ovcr.:;.wl::;:; 

'-'-' " 

control~ a coal!. tion. force y;as. £0:'':;;;;::. :'::'~is r::"3 tl:o Viet l·linh, vhiCh 

Like the Viot Coz:.J, thCi Vio" id.i::.h Cz>o'.J i'l"Otl almost nothing -- but 

they grew lar~cr and Duch more forw:~~ble th~n the Viet Conz today. By· 

. 
militia. Stur~o~ ~J defeats in convon~ional b~~tles such ~3 Die~ aien 

l?hu, unable to solve t:le ,1)1'0b10:;;.;;) at this new ld:J.d. vi f;e.r; 'l;he FrE:;lcp. were 

ready to quit. At an, intcrL~ticnal co~c~ouco in Concv~. presided avcr by 

representativos of Grc~t Britain wkd Soviot Russin, ~~. torn Viet Nnm 

\1aG abaJ:lQ.oned. to COl:uuniz.rt dc~ination. ::nG. De:co::::e the co-called DRV (Demo-

cratic Rcpublic of Viet l:~); the froe so~thern half becace the independent 

Republic of Viet N~. 

were given an ol1PortuZlity to move to tho ::.::.l:f 01 L. .' div:!'::-:~d country,' 

cen tulQ. 00;"':> of' the Viet· l~inlJ. ar::.:y t or fa turo recruit.;;, ·\.\;;~lt north.. 
a.-ncl 

Tens of thGuGa~d~: . 8i~abl~ 3tccks of arma 
were lefl" //"1 /11;::. .>·o(.l1h .... TO a.....:J'vre 

and ammunition, . an ul~i;:::ato CC:;;:.:'lunist tal-ceovt)r.'~ 
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Gene/a.... 
The agreement provided tor a plobiscite at the end of two years, 

/'. 
l' 

to determine if the couhtry should unite. and if so .. whether it shoUld;: 

be Communist or free.' Originally. the Co~~nists were confident otiwi~_ , 
i· 

ning, while the iree men of the South do-q~ted the possibility o~ an: ~. 
;~ 

ho:::oe.st vote in the north. As the 1956 voting date approached, it .•.. .:a · .. he 

Co~munists (contrar,J to popular belief) who requested postponement of i 
, 

the elections. Although busy trying to impose their will on the peopl, 

of the l{ortb, the Oommunists there--did not forget those they .left I..:; ... l! .. , 
" 

'1' 

. in the South. A so-called Central Reunification Co.~ittee 

became an integral part of the government and the Party. It worked. i 
j 

~! 

through the old Viet Minh commands, the Mambo and the Trungbo Comlbitjtees, 
, ;I 

which remained the Communists administrative an~ military control age~~ies 

for south and Central VietNam. until 1961. 
: 

Deciding they could not win a plebiscite, the Communists began' to, 

seek ."a political solutionlt in the South. This meant replacing the strongly 
- controlled j 

anti.-co:n::lul'list government of the Republic of'Vietnam. "it~ a/neutralist 

coalition •• ' •• 1' IF I iIIIlm.1 i....... Occasional assassinations of tho~e 

who opposed their expansion seemed necessary and proper, butinitial!i 

tlle main emphasis was on organization a.."ld propaganda. In 1959 it wne 1 

decided that the political struggle must be aided by ~ major armed ~ffort. 
• • <! 

·1 . . 
How much this decision w~s inf.luenced by the impatient Communists in ~he 

t 

South. and how much by ·those in the North who were aJ~.nn~4 -!:tthe obv,io~ 
.~ ., 

ccntra6t~ between the prosperity of the South and th~ own impoverished 
J'<. . 

/J djf.tcu/t-t'o .f4!!. 
Cictatorshi~A For the armed effort t~a Viet Oong in the South had.' bi . 

the end ot 1958. an armed force of more than 2,000 IIregulars" supplemen­

ted by militia. 

Although rew) except those immediately affected.· re¥ized the war: 

was on t those who were the, victims of the savage campaigns of terrori~. 
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• .. _aanation ud. Jd.d.Ilapping in rural Vietn .. w.r. w.ll ;aware ot it • 
. 

So too w.r. the thousands ot trained, d.edicated. CommUllist agitators 
I 

(usuall,. call.d cadr.) who tallll.d out in the coun~r,ysid~ to win sup­

port tor the insurc.nt torce.. How the,. worked in 1961. and work 

toda,., is graphioall,. described b1 one ot th.ir leadersl 

"w. s •• k to do three things. ,Th. tirst i. to driY~ a w.dg. 
- I 

b.tw •• D the people and th.ir gov.rnm.nt -- to -ak. the people hat. 

" 

th.ir goy.ru.nt, and the Am.ricans. Our .econd object1y. is to C.t 0 0 "' 

p.opl. to join our ~VC) araed torc.s. Th. third i. to p.rsuad. the. 
o , 

I 0" 

to inor.... th.ir production ot tood. and ciY. t~. :l.Dcr~... to u •• 

"Our oadr. go iDtO each Yillag.'to stud,. the a:l.tuation and the 

p.opl •• Ono. th.,. know the p.opl. and their probl.... oUr cadr. can , " 

.xplaiD how th.s. probl ••• are the tault ot the goY.rnaent,and how.' 
I 

the people cu achi.y. their ambitions b,. tollowing u.. : In this wa,. 

w. uk. the people hat. their government, and can d •• trJ,. the goYern­

•• nt ill th.ir dllag.. !hen we guide the. :I.D toning th.ir OWD goy.rn­

•• nt (unde our control) and in organizing their own ara.d torc.s, 

which'ot cour •• ar.,our auxiliari.s. 

"Ot cour.e w. cannot do 0 thi. right awa,. in those Yillages and 

di.trict. wh.r.tth. goy.rament i. strong. !here we conc.ntrate on 

educatiD& p,eopl. politica1l1 to hate their goyerna.nt, and OD toraiDg i 
.. . 4, 

)oth open and .ecret organizations which can support ua~ or •• barra •• 

, 'the goy.rna.nt~ EYer,. little bit helps. An,. YolUlltar1, action ot the 

0" p.ople. troll. organised prot.sts to .iJllpl1 elowing doWD on work ordered 

" 'b1 t'e soYemaent' is a cl.ar gaiD tor us. 

"Our cadre li.e iD the Yillag., or, it thi. is Dot ..ret y.r,. 

olo.e 'b;'e th.,. appeal to the ideals, the patriotill:". an4 the eaotions 
o " 

of eu' ia4:1ridual accor4iDg to hi. atuaUoD, and tq to recruit 
• 0 

, " .. 

• > ~ 
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. ~:" 

h1a for the cau.e. If a person i. arre.ted b7 SOTernaent forcea 
I 

• e tr7 to contact h1a a. soon as pmaammm • he is released,.ympathiz • 

• 1th hU, arou.e hi. hatred of gOTernment, and recruit him. Man7 

time ••• bring hungr7,t1red troops into a v111age eo that the 

p.opl. m&7 .e. bow •• are .uffer1ng for them, and arouse their 

s~path1. We trJ 1n'eTer7 po.s1bl •• a7 to create hatr.d:for the 

sov.ram.nt and the Amer1c~.. to separate the p.oPl' from the 

gov.rna.nt and to make them se. that •• are th.1r 01117 hop •• " 
i 

to~ with the increase in V1.t Cong fore •• , more ~mphaa1. 

1. plac.d on t.rror and murder ("d •• troying the v1llag. jsov.rlllllent'~).· 
. , 

and 1 ••• on p.rsua.1on. Organizing and involving .ver70De possible 
:. 

in a aaximua .ffort, coupled .1th 1nc.ssant propaganda, ;1. still 
i 

•• phaais.d ...... nt1al to V1.t Cong success. 

Ope •• arfar. began in 1960, starting with the ov.r~ruan1ng of 
. i 

an BVlfAJ' r.gia.ntal h.adquart.r. at ~ang Sup on 20 Jan~&r7. Th. 

Lao Doq (CoJllJlUll1.t) Part7 of Vietnam held ai'CJongr ••• " in Hanoi. 

Att.nd.d b7 Part7 repr.sentat1T'. from all V1etnam,1t act.d to 

•• tabli.h the app.aranc. of aD ind.pend.nt revolution in the South, .hil. at the .ame tim. .1mplifying and formalizing control of it • 

• •• parat. part1, called the P.ople'. Revolut1onar7 Part7 of 

South Vi.tn .. (PIIP) wa •• stabli.h.d. Its original ... b.rs •• r. all 

Communi.t., but qual1'1cat1ons for adaiss10n •• r. mad. 1... .tr1ct . 

than for the ~o Doq. A ba.1s .a. e.tab~1sh.d for r.plac1ng the 

two South.rn oo..a.nd groups with the "Central Off1c. for South 

Vietn .. "(.r. otten known as the .cosnO., the c •• tral '''brain'' coor­

d1Da~ all action in the South, and all relat10aa .ith the 

JalSh •• t part1 .. 4 p .... ru •• t ech.lon. in the Borth. It ~ well 'b" 

,-
" :; 

':~ 

~ : 

[ J.., • 

" '>" 
.;. 7 

;' :-, ..... , 

j 
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• <, "~'j YC to , ;~ ~i ' 
11"" • ~ to .. 

,,~~,~, *~,e::+~'l~ai.,c~l lpto tbo hi,. .~r:.1! :.!~ 
,,' ... l.'~41w_l-'~.~'~e:~~~io; 'he\1.' )d._a·t.,..' Ii '1 

~_''If~ ,,,~.-. ~:_,z,~- . . '~. 'f! ' 

.~/;~1it t.b c1""t~e .hol." o,.~ilb. tbe a.ce •• ~ a~L r,+cei of 
h"::':. :.; v.': ;t,-l ,. )< ... ~ • _. .-":-:" 'k ~_-::%j -; "", - ", I .~ ~ 

.~ ~:·.:~tn • • ,"W. torli~l'atl~ ""~9IF •••• 4 peopl :'~ , ' Ch. 
;:_~·f;:l-{~ ~~ :;~"' .... ~::-' " ~.~.; , ~ .. l'-~ - - ; 1 

f~ .• ~""~~:9t'~~~e,. .:te: ... ~~ ta: ..... to ·re". •• ' t 1 b • 
. -",-....:. ,~'. ,-jp ," '~;~~;j. .. - ~ ~ ~. - ..... ,-: .:-&-;,.. _. - .~,..' ~;; . ~ ! j ~-- f " 
I,"~.t~{ .1»11e aoU~tl(.;: apro'Y$tdoMl ., •• ,....at •• «'1' ..... 
'" "'.",'.,Jj,~;;" ; ; • ,,": ". ,,' ~I',' 

lit be.,..\e1 1960, a Ph, 0,1 1JacI1n.d.1Ial, elaltdq to ,.t .bt 

'>~t:-~l;·~··.~. o't lif.,~d·~ '''.101'' .·~~e 'and r.l1~ ~u,. 
,:' ~f 4IOoth yt~, a.t ia tb~ 'for •• t BOrth ••• t ot Saisoa. ,~. '. ~be1 

,.~t~~~i"'~~ &1r.ad1 " d.ere.d bT' tJa.. 'oaau~'.~ Part]' "COllI!' ~,t i 1: tbe 

. _rIll. !tI • ..... t t.""' ..... t9 ".' tbe ... 40. of cow.raaeat a"; to 
, - ~ .;.. "" < ~ I,. . ' 4j t 

~"~~~'i'~~.~c:.Jtor peO~l.and ,orpa1&at10aa to uad.raU.'~ f «'atr01 
• ,,' ¢,' ,,'" ~ ; k', '" " • 1 f ' t 

~.f '''l'~ut' .I.~t _41 :1t8, IOrc.a. A. cr •• t d.al .... 'b, ••• acco~l ; b,4. 
, . ' •• , "" "'~: ,',' 'c' ", ' , q: , : ' 

;»~'~"fJ.~.t 'Co" ~¥tiCal.~d aU~taq, ~i.rarch1 •• aO~i!~ : d~ tile, 

'OC'''"'''<ti~ iIlx recio ••• Eacb r.poJt.taa. ita 0 .. cOli_Iud " \.c~~re 
, " • ' I, ~ '{ 

~ I ••• rall~"tt ...... atte~ *11. utiOJMY. o.',th. coso. !Wife: ;11 a 

....u. -eMeiuH'Y. croup, actl.J1t; ill th.a_. of tbe c •• tral ;,a (:PRP, 
,.- ,', , 1 J: 
.. 1 •• c.., a:l.t) Co..ttte. at tbat .eb.10a (and ill at'eord.aaf. ~1tpa 

di~cti'Y •• fl'Oll abow.) guide. tb. actiwltl •• of the 1li11t/a~' ~.tb. 
i if. 

POll'tical eo.m.tteea and o~b.r Staff •• ctioaa. '1'0 tl\ •• x~le.f 
.pt •• illl., all ••• 1t to hid. b.biad tbe facad. of the BeCi~ll.~ Co.m.U •• 

I. ' 
of the hut, tbe Co_unstlS aominal c1wi1 SO'Y.rn •• at an4 a.,thC)rl t1 , r' . 
tor til. 1',.l1oa 1D. whoae nu. all actions are takea. 

J ,t 
'Subj.ct to politieal guid.anc. and w.to, the a111tarr ,cp.aaad 

j ,:, 

and at.ff for the'Region control. dir.ct!,. iro. on. to •• w-ial 

"a&1a for •• "(r.",ler) battalion.,perbap. r.lfaent •• It i~~rtb 
r , ' " 

r •••• beriq 



.. .' ~ . , , . "'. '. 'J.' YC n.'nD· .. .. 
I···· 

, . " . 

.. • rid.DC • • t th. iaportaDc. which; the Vi.t'CoDC attach to ~Pol1tical" : 
~ ",. ) I 

eou1d.raUoD. (a.aa.1Dc 1D .tf.ct. 'al1 mattera at the III1Dd oi- the wUl.) 
" ; ,: 

I 

a.ctioD reapoD~bl. tor that .acha1l1tar,j oo-.1tt •• haa a political 
. I . 

troop 1DdoctriDatioD,_ral., andw.ltar •• 1 

. An alao.t id.Dtioal orcanization.xi.ts tor ••• 1'7 proYin~., aDd 

tor ~.t 41.triot. (th. POl1tlcal sub41viaiOD below proViDC.~. Each 
. . . '. I . , ( 

1 ;' ~ 
has it. ownnr.gularntroop.'und.r ita command. ~h ••• r.s»lar.lat 

•. • t . . i , 
praYinc. 1 ••• 1 are eo_tia.. r.t.rr.d to .. aa1n torc.a, eoa.tiae... '. 

. • i 

proriDoial _bile torc •• , or aa looal toro... In eoa. pron.no.. th.7· 
, \' "', ' . I " i· 
are orco1 •• d 1D battaliOD .trencth, .1D other. iD coapaD7- ~ •• UD~t •• 

.' " . i ' ' 
At di.triot 1 ••• 1 the7ar. uauall7' oalled "local torc •• " aDd; IIQ' b. 1D 

. ' '. . i !. : 
, I 

coaPaJl7 or platooD orpzdsatioD. ~h. DOlliDal oivil authoritT: at .ach, ' : 
... t t'; 

, . . . ! . 
• cheloD i. it. "FroDt" CoM1~t •• , but. the .tt.ctiv. chA1D oti comaud· ... 

. ". . i '. : ') 

, ia thro ..... h the Co .... 1.t (PBP) part7 • .uwA1. the cl1t&r7 .ttort i. 
'. '. I 

1, 
.. , . 

In .a.t T11lac •• aDd eo •• hamlet.th.r. i. a "Froat" oo-.1tt.e 

. i 
F 

, ooatrol. the a1l1Ua torc •• '~.~~:b~ kIlon," the 'ri.llace p.rrUl.a, 'I: 
j 

'. aa 'the riU •••• It-d.t.D8. torce, or , .. th ••• or.t .truccl.torc. 1D '.' ;H 
-:', 

'.1 ,,' 

COV.I'DII.Dt-COAtroU.d ar.a ••. SOIl.th.. th.· •• A 1D th... toro.. ar.,· 

DOw:hlal17 f1Ill-Ua. "p.rrillaa",': liar. Ott.D the7' ar.' ~~.r-b7-4a7,~! 
. . . 1\, , : ':,. "'. '. :.~ 

. . '. 
fbi. oraan1_Uoa ••••• cwab.r.o •• t ,th. Cha1A ot co .... d ..... 

~41r.ot aDd .,.,ow. COAveAUOAal.lcl1tar7 practice' would •• ~abl1ah a 

41l"e" 1liUt&r1 ob.a1D ot ooaaud' t~. top to bottoa- but tlli. would 

'H 

Ii 
~ ; 

. "4olau • 'bu!.o , ••• , ot unoo71v.atioDal oz.' p..rrilla war. I.ack1Ilc,j 

! f . 
, • "'! - • 



:.~:~ ,'~ ""~~ll;:'~';~,,;, .~" . ;,~"'~:;:·';~!·;·:1: ... ~;.::)t,~1;} r~~' ~ '" _ .... : 1 ;)~ :~ 

.," ., j.·;n'~'I·: ~".'r! n;';-;;~il':;' i YO! !w.1y.' . 'i 
,:,.',,':;.;V~·)~'lj·f~:l.);{;·r·:',u,· "I .",' 'J 

tao1l1tl •• , the ,..Crilla. the 1Aeurc.nt •.• uat re11 , tor •• p,ort,1Dde.d, j 
. .' ,. , .. : .. '; f J :. :.' .. ' .: .' ~ .~ . L, ~ ,:' f 

tor .VY1yal. on the.ttort. u.dlinarYi.aI"'C?t the people ad Ithepert- .' '; '. ... .. : "'Is ". . .; . , I· 
ti •• tipt.r.. ,'-.:t hPractice,..e&D.a gi'dng ·the. aubataDU'al tr.edo.· 

. '. .' ' '. , ;. I 'i 

ot action. ~.re are cp. that 'the V1et Congaa7 now ".n.JJ,..ct!..C 
',<' .. : 

, the .xp&u1on ot ru.. po,~ b ... ·• hoping tor a' quick .,icto~. !b.1. 
i . f 
l.. can ~. a aaJor .rror. ; .... ; c r; ... '" .'! .... 'i ;j 

!'h •• earlf Jlal.t-Iliu'10. ~n_4'wo.e~ who Uk ... p ,he ~'I'il an4 J ~ 

Id.l1tarJ co.po ••• t. ott~. · .... ado. ·so.e~nt and it .... oo.~ •• tioruai::c<:j 

Ara7 ....... dbor .. · _d .. .uY.r~ .. ! ~i" o~ _ ill· .o,~.uo .......... . 
tho •• ot uq COY.raaeat. ~ ~,an,.,h.r.~., hrhaP.~ t~ •. _.t. ~~aDt 

thina that .. t. th .. · apart tro. th.irt.110w Vi.t ..... i." th.· .&1' 1a . 
. '.' ;' ,:. I· 

. which th.1 are hO ..... U1 tolel. aDel' ca ••• el, to r.peat, the ~a80" tor;'! 
.' . .' 'J'IIPl'fJl'fllll/..... ..:: '. .', . . . 'j. : .. ' .~.'f' .•. J 
••• 17thine th.1 do, holllcl1nel\th~ Viet Cone. The b •• t 1ll ... ~aUo .. ot:~:J 

'; .. ,', . . . .. I '. '". ·' .. ··1 
th.ir 41Yerc t1·. ad th.ir COlaO. kDowle4ge, JI&1 b.' to ... 4 ~ the ";~, 
, . . ,- . ~ '.:;'" .:' '. - '~. ", . ~ I' - -': . ' . '\; 

• ,. . • :11 
~tat •••• t. ot 80. ot th... . ~'. ': ... :': :;.;. . . . 'i . - .:' 

.... . ,'.' ," ",'. . .'.: '.. .' .. ' I..' .' .,' .. 

Conlli4.r the .~17 ot capta1a' ~~-:~ho~e el •• criI'Uoa~ ot :,.. the vl.t,:ll 
. .', , "" '-:'.;),/,,: . '''::~'.;·r.;:,·.: <:>. '. '. ~ '.' : t.:·" " I '.:~~ I '_l<:~i 

Co .. oadr. o,.rat. w .. quot.el .earlier.;: One ot the r.al "harel oer.", ~ the':?!; 
';', . . " ,c::_~~~:::"',:~,~> .. >;:: ':', .. ' f":. ;.~,:·;~,'t~l 

baokbo •• of the _ •••• t •. h.'too~~ ~dyant'qe .ot the COftrn ••• ta. Chi ... 1,';\:~1~ 
,.; ... ,.... .. ,.' .. " ,.,~'·i:l:~~~~f .. :;:.;;.·' ;'i""~:."··~:·:::_~.,' :'.',' :,:,.: :~.,- ,-, .... 1. ,,;':'~: .. J~ 
'Boi; J'l'OCZ'aa .hich .eloo ••• ~ the.'r~t .. ~: tol~1a;Lt1 "t tho •• a1al.el:~,.· ,,::i:·;j 

'~.,-.\.. .... ·y'~;r'::;: ;";,. · ·.C;' ·:~~,~I 
: -Il.f.·.:8T.:..'I'illap in Central .. V:L!t.aui;1a 1941, . wh.. ~~ ..... iSh~ ••• ~ >i~i' 
• 'c' :,' .. ", ,,~."" < .' _ ~ ~ ,:': " ::~. f;.~·\~.?:~ti 

,:7.ar• 014,to ~O,1ath.Y~.~ ti,U?(,0· 7·7.· .. ~~t.r.,~.c"":~~r-::'~~·'(~\~':~tl 
. that all ,l.ael.r. ~ .~h. i.~.,,~~~t,:$~4! ,J'r.~cll ~1Il.el~:} ~~~_~~";:'j';~~:;ll 
,i • - ""', '. , '...; ~. " :-~; ...'. 1 . : '", '_"~' ; .'" i ) ~,j 

, the; Co_uaS.t Part,.." Aait •. Po~tio~ Ot~ic~r. ~ .at Bor~)rith~:::d:,(';H 
. .. i." .... '. . ,'" .. ,,, . ,-: .... ::; <. '!" -" 'lj 

,. 
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•• N-w"" .... after the division of the country. 

UIn 1960, I was promoted to Senior Capt~in, and ordered to go 

to help libe~ate the South. After nearly six months travelling I 

reached fLy destination and become; firs1j poli tical, member of the 

Provi~ce' Committee and.llate~ a District Commissar <,Secretar:r of 

the District Committee). We were very successful in organizing and 

expanding the Viet Congt but after two years, and the change in 

governments, I began to see the real difference between the way the 

people live in the North, and the way they would live ,in the South 

if it were not for this .ar. I lost my faith in the Communist cla.im- ' 

that we were fighting for the people, and decided t~at the o~y right 

thing was to join the forces of the Republic of Vietnam, so I did." 

By way of contrast, consider the statements of Sergeant Vo Anh 

Long, a 31 year old squad-leader in a main force battalion: ,."1 was a ' 

f~er until May 1960. The government controlled my village, but the , 

Viet ConS' used to come at night and collect taxes. They vroU:ld tell' ;' 

us, and we believed, that they were good men who loved and wanted to 

defend the poor ~eople like us, that they struggled and sacrificed 

even their lives to give rights to the poor people. 

HFinally they told me, and five other young men, that if .~ 

stayed in the village the GVN would take us away for the army. but 
, I 

\ , 
that if we came ,with them for a week of training we could become loc~ 

guerrillas and defend our village. We went with them. but th'en they:: 

told me that because of my ability I must go to a long training 

course. We marched for months to reach the training camp, where 1. 

studied for 6 months and then was graduated as a squad leader. ' ", 

"I soon realized that the life of a Viet Cong was hard, but the' 

cadre kept ..:.. . .:phasizing that we were living gloriously, that we must be 



" 
prepared to tiie SplCIldi\llyo Althou::;h: 1m.::\'! t::at I had. b~0.:.l f'ooled.I Q;C-C-erH. 

~~ r 
\ie studied and had £eli-c~iticiz~ sessio~~ almost evey (ay. 

£z;.ch of us b~lonzcd \;0 a ;'-r':a::l cell, co th:.t every uall \,,;0.13 watched by 

two other:;. 

III ctayed with the:!! for ::01.:1." ye2.rs fi:~:tin.:; in· nal"...y oCl::.tlcs. 

Eventually I could no ...:.0::';:;01." ctar.l·bcing ~\'!ay ;f:::o::l. r:.y family, and so 

1 ran away and joined the gOVGZ':':"~~llt zidc. tf 

.. 
A £c~ more statements to illu3t~ate the ~iversity: 

1J}l.y uncle t~ld ee that I LlUE:"C ;jOl.l1 'Ch0 district force, because 

otherwise the Uiet Cong misht bUl"il down my cather's housen •••• I 

was farming in the North, but last year wAcn 1 W&a 20 the PAVN 

drafted me, gave me six weeks traininG, e,.;::;ked my group if it would 

not help to liberate the South, and marched uz down here. Now I am 

in a transportation unit and have to carry 32 kilOQ of rice fo~ 12 

miles every day_ 1 want to go ho~e. • • Ul did not want to become 

a soldier but the Viet Con~ Cs.r.1e and took mo. Then 1 was ashamed to 

desert, because it would diSGrace oy co~~aa0S i~ the cell. But 1 used 

to get drunk and sleep too lat6, ~,d ~f~Gr I uas c~iticized soveral 

times and did not reform 1 uas b~lishcJ. froe m.s- U:lit rt ••• Itl am from 

North Vietnam. I was an officer of the Viet gi~~t no~ 1 am an officer 

of the PAVN (North Vietnamese AZ'T1lY).r; I \1as ordered to come to tij.e 

South, so of course I came. II • • • ItI was a vil1e.ga guerrilla. The 

Viet Cong hamlet chief told me 1 (Just \Jutca. tor the government troops. 

. One night the-district torce came and attacked the government outpost. 

1 had to holp them. After the battlei:;lley gave z::e a gun, and said 

,that now 1 must fiGht to save my life. WhO:l ~=- RVi:!.F company camel 

tried to hide but they :found me." 
. 

Scholar or street-urchin, professional officer or farm boy, they 
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F:ltteeD. 
< " 

.lltt B ........ ' 

all tell the same story of relentless indoctrination, of discipline (, 

which appeals ~o every human emotion, constantly applied. The 801- ; 

dior is required to memorize a basic code of conduct (see box ) which - , 

, puts him in the position of a horot a patriot, a friend and protectof 

o:&'·the people. He is never allowed to forget this role. Perhaps the' 

most effective reminder is the daily discussion seasioD, in which'he 
", 

is reminded of his supposed motives and is told what his future actions 

will be. After this he must explain his reactions, he must critici~ 

his own thoughts and deeds. After every fight there is an al~ost 

immediate critique"with no holds barred, which gives every man a 

c~ance to let oft steam. It also lets the cadre know what he is 

.'< 

:f. 
I 

thinking. This contributes to the constant surveillance, maintained 

primarily through the cell syst.em (usually3-man) into which every 

possible unit is divided. 

Appeals to the mind and the heart are the principal way in which 

the Viet Cong seek to control their personnel. "Regular" units do 

employ standard forms of military courtesy, and strict obedience is,' 

always expected, but emphasis is placed on the appearance of volunt~ 

compliance. For those who fail in their duty, if such normal punish-

ments as public criticism, extra duty, and brief 'confinement i' fail' 

to bring reform, the penalty is often discharge, in terms which make . -

the man feel a traitor and an outcast from the human race. Least sig- 3; 

. aJ/hou.1he,,$e 
punishment lor death '.- _ -..:...:.. . . 

/A " 
lli!icant seems to be the fear of corporal 

.if T-crtr,.rre..;1 and 
may be '- ' ': -. - may be viai ted on the individual or his relatives • . , 

It has been said that the,Viet Cong soldier probably is told the 
, 

reason for everything that he does longer and oftener than any other 

soldier in the world. Almost certainly he is required\to explain ihe 
\ . -



......... Ii'p·dJlll5111 

Cor.:n::i.ti:;co believe:;; t::.:..t l,;b.e a':;':;ac~: c':::'ould 'be •.. :c.o, they report to 

revie'Js the p:'oblcw ~1d the solu ';;ioo. '.:::::"cn are :",:'opo.::.:-d, and pe;;.'h.::tps 

Ci.irect, sao.:: additional action. Thel?a:-ty Co,.~~.lit'i.;ee \':i11 approve. the 

attack only if all conditions, politicu1~ n:ilitary, ru1d logistic, 

appear favorable. 

ItAfter this is 

the attack. either 0:::1 a sa::..e. 

ins 
practicl for 

replica of the tarJet. '1'i').i6 .:?l\;,,;;ti;;:o \lil1 ta:~e from five days to 
/ 

when. Evel'Y de·i.;ail of the I;<.ction "d.ll be planned out. irlcludinll when 
." 

and wh~re the main force u~its ~~ll coc~ the local force and militia 

units. The militia are al\"':'J's ;:,.;,;;cessr..;.'y to guide the tl'001'6 and to 

dead, if ~y. We always try to CCI<ry acray ~l~ our dead, to Zive ~C~· 

moral -~ of the rest.Q 

~ccount bears it out. 

I 

detail -- ~ld the~ often called oi! a~ tto last ~o~ent ~hc!l scmethill~ 

has changed. Viet co;;;.~ tactical d.octrine L::; cxpli.:it -- It is 
s/::z..r:>c//r;:g /,Or' 

One 310'.7, F.:lst Advance, Fast 
/\ 

Assau.:t, Fast Cr.earance of the battleff eld j ane Fast Vf:tthdrawlll. --



all based on 810w Preparation. 
! 

i. 
Thore is little that is new or unusual in Viet Cong tactfcai 

,f 

d:::·etrino. once the basic principle of careful. thorough, prepara;ion 
'i 

for any contingency, foll'Owed by swift action, is grasp.ed. Attacks;' 

~n stro,ngpoin ts almost always feature maximum use of expiosi ves on 

a' primary and a secondary pbjective,usually mutually supporting,,~ 

a careful deployment of forces to intercept or ambush any reinfo~ce-

ments which may be brought in. In several recent battles ther'.!' have 

been indications of deliberate efforts to entice and ambush heliborne 

troops. 

" In the past the Vi.et Cong have usually sought to avoid defensi:ve 

combat unless they had 'the battlefield so organized that it wae 

essentially an ambush. Nevertheless they carefully prepare ~or'de!ense, 

with alternate and switch positions, i.n case they do decide to make 
: .. 

i 
a stand. Frequently these positions are incorporate~ into exis;~ng 

,1 
dikes separating rice fields so that emplacements seem to be merely 

1 i 

breaks inthe walls, and even trenches look like canals. Where the 

ground water level will permit,especially in their so-called secret 

base areas, elaborate tunnels are often constructed,both for cover 
.(;-

and for concealment from ground and axr.forces. Like the Japanese in 

• WW II,jhe Viet Cong are tireless diggers. 

Controlled land mines,buried in highways, and detonated when a 

government target is over them have long been a favorite,and economical 

Viet Cong method of destroying6r at lea.st ciscouraging their opponents. 

Occasionally non-military targets'are mined, usually by mistake, or 
. 

for some specific political purpose,warning uncooperative ci.vilians 

in an area. Home-made booby-traps,ranging from simple deadfalls and 

"spike,:"boards" to explosive footmines are often used in preparing,for 

a battle or an ambush, being placed in the covered areas the ambu$hees , ' 
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would natural17 seek. 

Like the elaborate trench works otten seen, the hundreds of , 

boob7 traps around "liberated", i.e., Viet Cong-controlled, villages 

have soae value if a Viet Congunit decides to fight there. Their" 

most important functionJreallJ) is to implicate the .civilians in 

, anti-governaent actions. Goverhment forces are likel7 to treat 

the. as Viet Cong, which the villagers fu117 anticipate~ so the7 

feel forced to support the Viet Cong as their on17 hope~ Secondarilb 

the trenches and the dugouts do provide protection for ~he civilians;, 

if the coaauni t7 is bom.bed or shelled b7 the goverDilen t! torces. 

Even though these .ttacks are provoked b7 the Viet Cong~ the 
'. i· 

i 
people are otten grateful to these same provocateurs tor "helping 

us to protect ourselves". 

!rb.e eaphasis on carefull7 planned, discussed and rehearsed 
I 

actions haa its d1auY-siages. If auch an action taila, fit 10asea ':J 

are, heavier than expected or not in proportion to benetits achieved .. ':' ' 

there ia a serioua 4rop in morale and com.bat eftectivenesa. An 

unexpected attack b7 GVN forces, eapeciall7 when ~ unsuccessful 

resistance ia II&de .. d~monstratespoor planning and St!!l':'liiu.S'(y' 

" tor weeks or 'month a , longer 
, , 

than the actual damage ~flicted would warrant. Onl7 'a quick 

succeasful counter-action can overooae this eftect. 

Much ia sai. about the Viet Cong use ot terror, which seeas 

to be iacreaains. !his ia natural, aa the pace of the war steps 

up, and .upport ~equirem.nts grow taater than the voluDtar7 con-

. 

! . 
, 
~\ 

' :~', 

'.J, 
. ~', 
'.# 

; 

'f 

tributlons, 'axes have been raised repeatedl7 in so.e areas, 
! 

"draftee." aut till in .. Yoluntar7 recruiting proyes 1nadequat.~,·? 

,. " ' .. ',l.. 

, 

,'. I 

I 

" 

j 

j 

I 

t 
II 
r 
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/, 
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~error-pUA1sbll.nt S •• IlS to produc. the fast.st r.sults,! but it 

.T.ntu&ll,. r.acts against those who use it, unless the,. succ •• d 

in se1a1Dg coaPl.t. power. foda,. in Ilan,. ar.as the Vi.t Con, are 

faced with the ada1J:i1stratlve pfoh!emswh1ch affllct aD1 :goTern­

Ilent in ttae of war--- aDd are losing voluntal'J' suppor~ as a 
I 

'reAlt. 

~e Viet Cone haTe, -froll the b.g1DD1Dg, _de eT.r,. effort to; ,1 

secure the support of ••• bers of the R.publ1c of Vietn .. Ar.ed 

Forces as w.U as the support o~ the C1TlliaJlS. GeD.ra~,. s1Il11ar " 

tactics haTe been used •• mphas1z1ne &1wa,.s the b.netits to the 

1D41"11du&1 and the high moral and patriotic worth of su~h a shift· 

I 
, ( 

, ." . 

in allesiance. ".erT. ,.our country against the Aa.r1ca~ 1mperial.1sts~, 

the,. S&7. "Don't be fooled b.cause the Am.ricans are aore cO~.T.r 
• i 

I 

I .... 

than the hench; the Am.r1cans 1l0t1T.S are the s_,but the,. use ; '. , " 

1011 as puppetsV' PI'1so.ers are often held UDd.r 8'00d~on41 tions' 
, 
i 

. , 

for two,or three aonths "r.-educationlt,aad theD, if Dot notoriously 

, 'aIlti-CoJlllUD.1st or brutal are rel.ased to returned to their hOIl.s • 

. !h. general prefereDce for the "soft-seli" do.s not ke.p thea 

troa k1lline, often b,. tortur., whole garrisoDs of 8Il&U posts 

which haT, been oTerwhellled (anet th.1r d.p.Ddents,at t~es) when" 

it s .... appropriate to pUD1sh d.terll1n.d res1stallce, ~r frighten ~ 

oth.rs in th.area •• ot 1Dfr.quen~l,,·oDe or two lead.r. w1ll b. 

ltrut&ll,. l\Ul'Clef'ed as 8A exa.mPle to the oth.rs. Threats ;of r.prisal. 

aga1a.t taa1l1 •• are eo.eta •• u8ed U ,w.ll. 
. I 

fttla:l.a the last two ,..ar8 "pro.el,.tiDg",as the,. call it, has 

Heo.. • _~or Viet CoDg procr-. .A. faTor.d practice 1. the U. ot 

", 
" 
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sirls aDd .o •• n, sp.aking as sisters or moth.rs, to s.r.nad. 
I 

aaall garrisons, calling to th •• to eaTe th.ir pr.cious liT.S 

tor th.ir taaili.s sak., andiaploring the~ to haT. merc7 on 

ciTilians. 

Bon. ot th ••• programs bae had notic.abl •• ucc •••• : Hoa.aick-
, 
; '" 

·n.s. has b •• n the olll7 major eau •• ot d ••• rtion in the ~AF, and ~ 

has plap.d the Vi.t Cons as •• U. 

Conclusion 

In little .or. than tiT. 7ear. the Vi.t Co~g ara.~ torc •• 

haT. groft tro. an .... ntial17 gu.rrilla arll7 to on •• !#.ch include. 
I 

.r.g1aents ot unitorm.d, .ell-.qu1pp.d,high17toot-mobi~~ r. sular. 

capabl. ot .ngaging in conTentional operation. ot liait.d duration • 

J :1 

. ,. 
Concurr.nt17 th.ir ciTil organization has gron tro .. a : ... r. ShadOW'; , 

to on. ot consid.rabl. sub.tanc., .hich in eo •• proTine •• coUe~ta' ; •. 
I ;. . '~, 

alaost tOUl" till.s a. auch tax •• as do •• the goT.ruent :ot Vi.t Haa.: L . 
. . . 

1:­
.. ~. Coaaunist part7,und.r it. COTer nam. ot the P.opl •• R.Tolution- . {.. . 

&r7 Part7. has .xpand.d the control which it .x.rciseS: on b.halt 

ot Bort~ Vi.tnaa-- ~th •. so~called DRY. Sub.tantial quantit~ •• ot 
,; . 

portable .ar aaterial haTe b.en brought in b7 land and s.a, a. weil. } 

. as 8- 10,000 PAD .oldi.r. in 1.964 • 

.. Vi.t Cong capabiliti •• have grOWD. 80 haTe th.ir liabiliti.s;·· 

th.r haT. b.en torc.d to dratt t •• nag.r. dir.ct17 into:th.ir .. 

r.cular units. th.7 haT. t.lt obliged to redouble th.i~ rat.s of .. 
taxation, aDd inc rea •• their oth.r demand. on the ciTiliana iff. 

ar ••• uad.~ th.ir intlu.nc •• tosistic. r.qUir ••• nts to~ tood a • 

•• u as ••• JlGDe bT. P.at17 inc~.ased. Even "r.gul.ar"UDits .p.nt· .. 



Rch ot th.ir till. uproduciDgtheir own food until l.96~, a 
I 

praotic. which ucrea.edair suryeillance reDders unpro~itable. 
, 

Mo.t a1p1ticant, aDd mo.t daDgerous for both side., the.' 

. Vi.t CODg pr.t.D •• of beiDg. t11ll,. a South VietDaa ''Peoples arll1'~ 

i. rapidl,. b.ing d.stro,..d b,. the iDtroductioD of Korth:Vi.tDaaese 
. ; !. 

I . 

toro •• _d l.arge quantities of equipmeDt-- and b,. their ,own .CtiOD.' 
" i ',-

I 

: as w.ll. !h... .ction. .troDs1,. impl,. that their co..and.r. iD 

the Korth b.li... that • quick .ictor,.--iD 196, or 1966+- aa,. b. . ~ 

po •• ibl.. I~ thi. effort fail., a. our .upport to the J'Ji' •• Vi.t-
o 

. i 
naa ....... r •• , th.,. are quite prepared to cODtiDu. fori100r 20 

i 
. I 

,..ar. if D.c •• aar,. and possible.. The COlllluD1at doctriD", and 
! 

Coaauai.t .tr.t.l7, haye fl.ourish.d so well iD South Vi.tnam that 
I 

,; 

.. ,:", 

DO aatt.r how •• oia1.el,. the Viet CODg "regular." ...,. b~ def •• t.d, . '1 
, .. 

, . I. ~ 
DO aatt.r what pious prote.t. ot DOD-iDterYentioD BorthiVi.tDaa a&7t 

i 
aak., the .truW •. will .till CODtuU.. Thi. war will D ••• r .D. 

until an uti-coa.uDi.t 8O •• nua.nt of the R.publio ot Vi.t ..... 

• D~O,.. _d •• rit. the wiUiDg 8Uppor~ ot the ••• t: aajorit,. of it. 

: peopl •• 

; ,:~ 
.' ~. 

.. '(' 

. .)1 
·:·t, 

.1 ,,'\:, 
.' .':' 


