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det pwer S1noe"'lat'\wovember. No oharge is broU6ht against adEe the wives mothers and ohildren of those have been 

our hu , our eons and our fathers, ll(' court order had been 
issued for their arrest. 

They are detained on the silllPle suspioion of having 
~tioipated in the 'activities' of the NGO DIHB DIEM regime. 
In many oasss, our properties were oonfiscated without trial 
even before a thorough investigation is oompleted to determine 
the nature and origine of the properties involved. 

This is-an intolerable affront to our honor and to our 
fUndamental rights to freedom, properties and happiness ri8Orouel,y 
respeoted and proteoted in a d.emooretie country for our husband. 
our sons and our fathers, have done nothing other than to oontri­
bute their efforts to the building up of this oountry and the 
safeguard of this oountry against oommunism. After eleven months 
of investie.gtions no orime is folllld no oharge oould be brOl18ht 
against them. Now they have just been exiled to the island 
prison of Con..son (Poub Condor) the plaee reserved for ~ 
oriminals already oonvioted and sentenced to long-tern ilIIPrisonment. 

We wieli°bring to the attention of the authorities and 
publio opinion at home and abroad. the case of our husbuilr, our 
sons and oor brothers. 

On our regular weekl1" visit to our husb&nds on Ootober 
1st 1964, we 'litre told by the National Polioe that they ~ 
been transferred to the Gendarmerie Headquarters. But in the 
afternoon of the nsxt iIaiY, the local press announced that a 
number of detainees bad been exiled to Poulo Condor IslaDl. 
The incident has oaueed us great astonishment aneer and oonoern , 

1/- From the legal viewpoint, the exile of the detainess, 
without trial, oonstitutes a real affront to the law andjustioe. 
During the eleven long months of detention not even onos "ere 
our husbands, fathers, sons summoned for judioial interrogation, 
The authorities having failed to fm4 any charges against the 
detainees, the latter were not sent to prison to ~t trial. 
Thus before the law they I!IUSt be prerumed 1nnocoent. ~ then, 
oan they be arbitrarily exiled to Poulo Condor Island, the 
plaoe reserved for th6.e oriminals a.lreaiIy oonvi oted and santenee4 
to long term imprisonment ?? 
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This oannot be cOllSidered legal as an admjn;stra.tive measi.u:e our 
huslland,sODS and fathers did not receive &D7 goftrmaen.t deci"io.n 
ass~ them to obligator,y residence in a definite period 0, f time 
~ definite reason. On the contra.r;y, the7 have been deceiY'ed by 
the Gendarmerie telling them to get into personnel carriers and go 
to sign their release papers. ~,wi th all powers and f~ci ties 
ot a Government 1,n hand must the authori. ties resort to fJDCh 'flo mean 
deoeptive aheIIe 11 ' 

2.-As a matter of fact, a goqd number of those prev10uaq dQt&1.ned 
with our husblnds, fa~rs, SOIlS for inveliftigatian lun'e been released. 
We had been assured by the Qan BSioJut for IJr"urtip.t~on. on. .il1ega1 
posseaaions and on orimes, b.f the ltinist:r7 of J~ and ths,.Jlinistr;r 
of the Interior, that those folDUi not suUtT woul.c1 be releaeed upon 
completing their investigat~t:),m. In fact, it ~ oares tq follow 
the course of events he will easi17 sec..that .. t or those s<! far 
released 8.1."8 wealthy, and inf'lwmtial people.- Being w1:thout ~ressou:rcee 
but putting their faith in justice,'" hUabu48. tathe1'!. ol\ildrens 
have patientq a1ll!Lited their turn to be relHse4. Row, .... :rttCt is dis­
-tressing! The7 are sent on exile while other detainees ",a1th1er 
are lett behind undisturbed. . 

This tact b7 i taelf refutes the opinion ad:vmced b7 certfJin local 
papere that the MUure have been taken to uaU1"e the satetj' or the 
NGO DID lQa regime's men, ap.1N1t a poaa1b1e actica on ~ part of 
extrem.ni'l •• ·w. Are those who atlll raBBi» in Sa.iaoD not entitled 
to such a p!'01ieotion 1 Besides, it 1a inac8Jltable that the tuthorlties 
cannot assure tbe oiti .... sateV in the heart of the capi1a1 city 
of Saigon" seat of the oen ....... Qlwe1"l8at.. ""~ .. 
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;.-From the political view-po:iat. it our husbands. ou:r fath4trs atii '-­
our sons are oonsidered as dangerou.s elements or reDmSllts ot the Can­
Lao party, we would like to know whether the Gaternment ~1 solid 
evidence aga1ns t them? The Chi€ of State as well as the PfeJDier of 
the Republic of VietNam has more than once aeSUZ'ed that ~ those 
members of the Can Lao party who have abused ot their 1DtlUftllOe to 
make profits and oppress other people shall be pqn1l1hea! .:; 

Why are these promises not honored? They have advooatedt\;:D&tlOD&l 
solid.arity as means to defeat oommunism. W41 should thoee, po have 
served the National anti-communist oause, ...t'Ottreated in sucf1 a c:raa1 
unfair manner ? -

This letter from defenseless wives, mothers and ohildren is written 
with blood and tears. We address it to the Chief of state ~d the 
Premier of the Republic of Vietnam with hope that they will kindly 
answer our above questions? At the same time, we would like to ask 
the Interna.tional organizations for the defense of human rights, the 
representatives of friendly nations in Saigon, the looal ~ foreign 
press, the religeous and political groups to speak: loud, iIi" our favor 
the voioe of freedom and democr&QY of justice and charity 8,0 much 
respeoted in advanced countries. ite do not know who will r~ad this ~ 
letter. and who among newmen will be kind enoU8h to publish:it, but as 
defenseless women and children"'~can only put our last hope ~ public 
opinion at home and abroad. 

SAIGON, October 4th L964i 


