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*VIl!:TNM·1 FOJ.{Ul1* 

The following is a proposal for the. establishment of a 

"sister cityn relationship between the cities of Doston, 

lolassachusette and Hue, Vietnam. This concept was formulated 

after various discussions between Vietnamese in the Greater 

Boston area and \·jashington,J.U. and members and friends of the 

Vietnam Forum. 

It was immediately decided that to insure the success of 

a program, it would be necessary to obtain the support of a 

number of civic-minded individuals and organizations throughout 

the Greater Boston area. Because of the broad scope of such a 

proposal tl~ opportunity of a wide variety of activities demand 

active participation of groups involved in cultural, educational, 

business, religious and other functions, which contrilJute to the 

rich life of the "Net" Boston". The Vietnam Fort.Ull is tJilling to 

do its share of the planning and formulation of such a program, 

but we need your help. 

As New York has often been compared to :':ai~on, by the 

Vietnamese, :!ue has been called the "Boston of Vietnam". At one 

time that city was the Capital and major cultural center of 

Vietnam. Today \ t still remains the main depository of the 

ancient traditions of Vietnam, just as Doston is the depository 

of our traditions of independence and freedom. As Joston, i~e 

has recently experienced a rejuvenation. 'J.'11.e universities and 

schools of that city are considered to be the most progressive 

in the Far Last. Hue like .Joston is built around a river 

running through its center.. In m.any lJavS, then, .• ue and Uoston 

are "sisters". 



\ilIO':; IN'rD.~ESTEu? 

This pro~r~ would not be merely a government-to­

govers:uaent exchange, but rather a "people-to-people concept. 

There is a trlde range of possibilities for exchange of idet'Ls. 

The most oovious participants in such a program '-'ould be : 

1. University Organizations 
2. Business Groups and uorporations 
3. (..Ul tural Crganizations 
4 •. ~omen t s Ulubs 
S. ~~ligious uroups 

Of course, the major impetus "ould have to come from the people 

of Doston and the people of lrue. 

There are a number of areas of possible exchange. I..e will 

try to list a few examples. 

1.~xchange of students and Professors between l::h.1e University 
and Doston University. 

2.Exchange of Jusiness and Community le.aders ( Heads of llusiness 
concerns, the. ~~yors, the Uity Gouncils ) 

3.('''ultural exchange ( Art i!:xhibits, Lusic l,:o"'estivals, and 
Theatrical groups ) 

4.~stablisl~nt of trade centers to promote business exchange. 

T.LE Pil0POSAL 

In order to achieve an effective organized program, we. 

proposed that a Liaison Office be established in both cities. 

TI,ese offices would have a small staff ( one full-ti~ ) and 

would be financed by participating groups and interested individuals~ 

THE PU~U>OSE 

The bloody war in Vietnaa and the confucion arising out 

of that war maltes it imperative that there be a :;;reater 

understanding between the peoples of Vietnam and the United 

~tates. The guerrilla is not only a war of art:lS, but a war 

of minds and idealogies. The Vietnrumese people must come to 

understand the J~rican way of life and the reason for our 

h~avy invo3. 



people must come to understand the probleL1s of the Vietnamese 

and 't'rhy this lTar is so diffioul t for them. 

Although we realize that efforts have. already been t.l.tlde 

in this direction ( 'fhe I\merican Friends of Vietnam in New ~orl(; ) t 

tie feel tbat tlUch r.lorc must be done on the H~rass-rootsH le.q-el. 

The. !rue-Doston Exchanr~e Pro;irom uill be a step in the r~ht 

,,1.irection. 


