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THE DIDI .;: Mnm DISPUTE 

I. I1~ODUCTION 

Since the Geneva i-..ccoras in July of this year. th,e government 
of Vietnam has been inefi lei ent. ineffective. and exceedingly unstable. 
This~ gavernIrlent. directeci by Nga dinh DIEli, President of the Council 
of 1..inisters (Premier), is !eced vii th almost insuroountable national 
problems. Besides the diffiCult task of setting up an effective ad­
ministration in a newly independent state, the Dmi~ government mJ.st 
cooperate wi th the International Commission and the Joint Commission in 
the implementation of the arn~stice agreement. The, government also faces 
the problem ot the absorption of over a million refugees and displaced 
persons.' l..no above all t the goverr..m&nt must ,prepare Free Vietnam for the 
referendum (schedulea for 1956) which is supposed -to decide whether ViEtnam 
will remain free or will becpme another satellite. in the cOlmlllnist sphere. 

This last task would burden the most experienced of governments. 
Free Vietnam, partly as the result of the Geneva agreement, is quickly being 
infiltrated by agents of the co:m:runist controlled Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. In preparing fo~ a referendum, the free government is at a 
ps;,cholo€;ical disadv~mt[ge. The people of Vietnam have as a whole come to 
distrust ana hate the' :F'rench. end to a certain extent this hatred is 
transferred to all, white paop1e. The capitalism ,the Vietnemese have 
wi tnesaed, not the brana exi'lsting in the West today, is linked in their 
minds with detested colonialism. Since Vietnam is (uite obviously supported 
by the West. the D~J government is condemned by comnunist propaganda as 
being the puppet government of colonial powers. Since the Vietna,rJJese 
govE;I'nments of the pest have been far from independent. Southern Vietna,m, , 
will be relatively receptive to sucl:. propaganda. 

Th€ HO CHr ~"INH government in. the North, on th£o other hand t ddes" 
not have to bear- t hE:. onus 01 colonialism. HO and his followers' ~e ' 
Vietnar,1ese. HO. although pre~iously known under a dHfel'ent name -l'jguyeri . 
ai Q,UOC - has. in the e;'{es 01 the people. been a legendary nationalist for 
over tnirty years. He fouglt the Japanese as well as the French. His being 
a confirmed communist does not at all trouble the ordinary citizen. Vietminr---<~­

soldiers. wh~ captured by the French em told that HO is a COIlmunist '. in-
evi ttlbly answered, ii'J:'hen communism is gooa til' , 

, . 
It is therefere evident t~lat the DUM government must devote all 

its energies to the surmounting of these almost fnsurmqunteble difficul':' :', 
ties. However, this has not been the case. Internal politics, intrigues, 
and jealousies have forced the opEXaticn of the government prac~ica'ily't6' ~ 
a standstill.. Since early September of this year, the inte:r'nal PQi.ihc~l"; :,'. 
crisis has become suchthet most observers agree that civil war could b±-eek; , . 
out at any time. The Vlest is sincerely and justly worried. Every cay the 
internel crisis is prolDn§;ed is a day gained by the communists. The crisis 
has created a situation in which the South is being split into factions with 
the result tfl~t meny people long far stability and security. HO, in his 
propsgandb. is promising just that j snd a'lready, many refugees who (led sou'th' 
to escljlpe the cOl'llIlllnists are reportedly pleading to return. 

An understanding of the DIEM - jJtNHdispute, which is focused on 
persoDali ties, is lacili tetea by a survey of the principals involved:. The 
material for this short study of personalities is based on Section 59, 
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Ne;t;ionel Intelligenoe Surve;y. -.AI thouBh fiz:m conclu~io~scsnn~t 'be orewn . 
as to the weight past actions play in the present dispute, some conjecture 
should certainly beell(mable.The reader will note that the dispute be­
comes much more intelligible once the personality'conflicts, e~piretions1 
end prejudices ere understood. 

EkO ~! 

This extremely intelligent manwes born .bi royalty-in ,1913 and, after 
having received a thoJ.'oughly li'rench educetion ,served as Emperor of' knnam 
f'rom 1~~6 until 1945 when he abdicated end 'joined th4/.. Vietminh. 1. year 
later he ~iled hil1l8elf from the coubtry., returning tic serve as Chief' of 
State in 1945 only after long negotiatioPs with the irench.On his return 
to Vietnam, he believed himself the mediator between ell dissident groups, 
including the Vie.tminh. He was extremel:;. disappointed to fintthimseUce1l6d 
a "tre! tor' end a "Frendh puppet' by the Vie~minh ,- who privately admit· he 
is neith6l' ... end he has come to vii;tJ.lalize himself as the leader end Silmbol 
of non-communist Vietnem. " 

Vietnam has neither a consti tutio:J to define Bi.O DJ.o.I's power and 
privileges, nor a legisl~tiye assembly to curb them~ ,Since all executive 
acts €Xe iSbued as lIimperiellorainances. &.0 PLI is the first authority 
in gov~rnmentel decisions. He haa. ~uccessfullyas6Umed the rigbt to appoint 
the prE-mier, members oi the ea1::rinet'. and reg±otra:l"1NV()rtIOrS.'-antt-'Catr'exert . 
terrific control over the oi vi! service and most important. political personnel. 
P..owever. he, prefe:-s to 'rule as the traoit.ional,Qrientai monarch •. ~ldng his. ' 
influence felt only inairectly. 

Bk.O Dl,.I has 1lllch p.::rsolisl eXperiGllCe in dea.ling with the French and is 
determined not to be unduly influEmced by them. He haa worked consistently 
to make hims"lf less susceptible to French ini.J.uence. including the use of 
suchtacties as emessing by unscrupulous means a large t'oz:tune. and pIecing 
it abroad be;yono French control. He is fully aware of - and shares - the 
aspirations of his people for unity end indE:p.endence. 

To maintain himseli as the focal point of .the noncommunist Vietnamese 
nationalist movement, BkO DhI has regularly eliminated from his government 
any political leaders whomdght challenge his dominvnt position. Se has 
also discouraged any political innovations, such as.a popularly electt..d 

I legis].;.;; tive assembly, which might jeopardize his pri:rnecy as the sole legit­
imate source in Vietnam. His private life has be€;n scandalous. and many, 
qualiUed observers beli€'ve him in~pable of meking any personel sacrifice 
for his country. BbO DLI hss ~xbibited little steedfastnessoi purpose and, 
is t:8sily swsyed by stronger persona 11 ties. There seeli'$ to be no one whom 
he cO:ri~l€.tE.ly tr'usts. .:~ 

For approxiIOOte.ly the lost six m:>nths, Bl.O DJ.I has been residing on c' 

the Ri vier(;. In June of in is year. yielding to sreet political pressure J 

he apponted Ngo dinh D:I:E.U. as premhr, giving him the privile.ge of allWst 
complete iree.dom 01 e.ction in the government. 

Unt-il June, Ngo dinh DIElVl hedn't held office in Vietnam for over twenty 
years. WAlch oi that time he spent outside the country •. He still, however. 
enjoyed gn.at popular prestige c,nd waS the most prominent Catholic lay 
and 'political If;8d~r in the thr6€: Eyt;;l. 

DILll: was born in 1901 of devoutlyCetholic parents. Before he was 
thirty yeers old. he serYed as governor ofQJ.l~m·g 'Tri provinee~D..trins 
the insurrections of 1930-31. he €Sined the b£ltredof the extreme-left 
nationalists by his harsh ro£asures to suppress the upriSlllgs. IbringrJorld 
Wai' II anq after, he refused to associate with either the japanese or the 
French regimes. He has hated the Vietminh. sndin 1945 one ·of his brothers 
was killed by their agents. Until.this year, DUM has ooneistantly ref'us~d 
ofters to join the Vietnamese cabinet. .Since 1~51J'h& ·has bean l1~nJ,~i~ . 
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kmeri cen oifici£lls intervie\~ing him ~~hile he ",as in thE:.: United State'S 
concluded he Vles (;'€;ocE>tltric. prejudiced. end um:'eali$tic. b brother. the', 
rf;.;spected Catholic bishop of Vinh LonS (southern Vit;tnem) is believed to be 
stronger, more r12.elistic, ana probebly the dominating per sOllali ty - at least 
before DIErv.'i. beeel11~ prt..rnier. DIEM. however, does not share the widely-held " 
views about his popularity. prestige. edministrative talents. or ability 
to rectify the current situation in Vietnam. He hss continu€',11y disagreed 
'iiith the: course of events in Indochina and has disassociated himself from 
members of the previous governments. One of DIEM' 8 aides has remarked. 
"He would be impossible to ~~rk for if you didntt like him. R 

DEIM hes kno~n ru.O Dl.I for Iil8l1J years and neither hG',s hidden his distaste 
for the other. In the p::. st. DID. sought ou t end offered his support to the 
Ide Prince CtTeNG DE. 0 prctE.nder to the :throne of !nn.sm. In September 1950. 
the United StetGs &b£ssy in' Se; [on exprcsscu the opinion thet DIEM should 
not be enC9lJraged to return to Victnem 8S his presence there was likely to 
do more da~ge then good. It is interesting to note that General GILE. the 
~xtr6~ely successful Vietminh milit€ry cor.~£.nder. £t one time stated, aThere 
'8rc only two real leader's in Vietnam. One is EO eIlI MINH •. The other is 
Ngo d inh DIEM. There is. no room in the country for both." 

Gtneral Nguyen van EINB 

"' HINH is the son of former Prf;r-.4Cr Pguyen van T.iJJJ. whose government fell 
in Jenuery 1954- HUJH himsd1 wes born in 1916, attended French military 
school, €,na fought with thE;> Free French forces in Italy, France and GerlDEtny. 
The g(.nerel is e F:renc:l citizen - recently he has stcted thet he has given 
up his citizenship to be- so16l1y Vietnamese - and has ahvays beefJ sympathetic 
to Frepch interests in Indochina. He has, however. occasionally taken 
strong stem s on issues contrary to· his fatha End to certain measures pro­
posed by the French in respect to the Vietn&ilese army. 

::nm is e clOSe [lEXsoDsl fri6r;o of B.W D.l.I. It has beel) said that it 
was at Bl.0 DAI's insistence ttet thE. general'1I.'8s appointed to the position 
of Chief of Staff of the Vie;tnam€lse National 1.1';:::;; in 1952. l;:any people 
consider HnJH to be n:or€:: forthright em 8mbi tious thEn most Vietn2.ille8e .. 

XDl.I'? is s 64-year cld F.lilitrry figure c;:J!3 £; general in the French aroy. 
Sj.nce 1939 he h~Qb€€;n a Frenell i itizen. e r:d his rr:ilitary record. in the 
French 6rmy hE'S been outstending. 

D.u~ing thE: Secona \101'1d ;Jer, :XV1.N servod as military . .officer in Indo~& 
under the French Command until the Japan.se COUp d f etat in ~/:arch 19.4.5. kt 
tLat time he refused an invitation to serve in the Japan::se sponsored "in­
dependent" ~over!lffient. He 0voked his poai tiori 'os ~ Jirencl:j militery officer 
8nd splSnt the next six m::mths in prison. Lflter in 1945 he refused to serve 
in tht; Vietrr:inh goverm:::terJt. Instead £le acted 6S li~ison officer between 
the Frenc.!} ana the pro-]renc~1 TJ8ti v£; troops. In June 1946, X'Ui.N becn:o:e 
Vice-frGsident and IVlinisterof l':atiom:l Dsf'erise in the first frpvisiona1 
Governn:ent of Cochin China. He Leld t~H;)Se posts until December of the same 
year whex, hE; return6G to };irElle€;. In Septel;;ber 1947 he was elected .President 
of the t~lird Provisionel GovEXn;;'6nt of Cochin Chine • which was shortly 
tbereafter rener;'ed. thuprovisior,el Governu;ent of south ViE,tnam. 

Lfter r.E;got~Etions to bring &bcut the creatiol}. of the first Centrel 
frovisiol1al Government of Vietm::!l] ill !i.s.y, 1948. XUi.N was uneniIlXlusly elected 
its president. Ihring this tiI:lG be \\orked ullCeasinl:)Y for the return of 
EJ.C Dr.I. When :s..:.O DLI did return in 1949. XtIAN was disappointed to receive 
the lesser positions of Vice-PrerniGr end NdIlist;'er of Defense in the new 
goverm~ont. XULN then became involved in political intrigues al~ was suspected 
of engeging in illegel qr;chellfE: transactions. By the em'! of thE) year. he' 
WuS i~plicated in €I plot to replace BtO DkI and the High Commissioner. ~s 
the result. XU;'N was completely oiscredited. He left Vietnam for France in 
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lS50 and did not return until 1953 when, upon renewing ac~uaint$nces and 
learning of. the current political situation. he ae-in seemed to become 
politically ambitious. 

As a result of lon~ association with the French, thoroughly Gallicized 
XtrAN is favorably looked upon py certain powerful French political groups. 
However, although he has attracted many followers by his professional 
reputation eoo amiebill:ty, XUAN is vain and uncompromising as to the POSl tion 
he might occupy in the sovernment. Also, the tact that he has forgotten 
mat of his Vietmanese makes him highly unpopular in some nationalist circles. 

III. THE DISPUTE 

Attar less than six months in office, the Vietnamese premier, lTince 
BUG LOC, resigned on June 15, 1954. It was stated at the time that the 
resignation was prompted by feel1ngs of inadequacy on the part of the Prince 
in face of the mounting internal proplems that w~e challenging the tortured 
nation. This was the period of the I Geneva Conference. Vietnam was un­
realistically hoping that the country· 'Nouldn' t be ps:-ti tioned. However, 
it had become evident that none of 'the Western powers were inclined toward 
giving Free Vi£tnam eny mre th.n financial. diplomatic and verbal support 

. in the 'struggle for an "honorable" peace. !flOrale was exceedingly low, and . 
it was evident that a true n'etionalist, a man who was kno\vn to be anti .. 
cO!IlIllUnist, efficient and hoHest ,IJIUst be calleaupon to fom··the new ~O"1enr­
ment. 

BAO DAI t the former tmpE!ror 01 Annem a nd present Chief of Stat e of 
Vietnafll. answered the c al.l from his Riviera castle. He appointed BS Premier 
Ngo oinh Dll!M. The new Pl'€mi(IC t:e8 81 ven extensive povlers ,.hich aloost 
amountea to e "blank check. II DJ::El,l ':las the. first Vietnamese Premier to be 
granted S";lch independence of rction. Although DIllM h6dn't h'eld office for 
twepty yeers end had re~ided ~utside Vietnam for much of thettime, he ~~s 
e recognized ootionelist \',ho was both anti-coIlllIUnist Bnd anti-French. He 
hed a record of beine incorrllptible. Lost 01 the world, including Vietnam, 

. weJ,.comed the new appointment. 'Ihen D~ erri veo at Saison airport. h~se 
crowds ';,ere: on hend to greet him. 

However. DIIM was trom Tonkin, North Indochina, and therefore did 
not know very Il16 ny of the p,li ti cians of th,e South. BecEUse of this. he 
formed e government of "te.chnicians, If msny of whom were personal friends 
or rel"tiv6s. 

It hes been stated that DIll." upon formin~ thE; cabinet, felt him­
self and the eovernm~nt abQve politicsl cliques and parties. He was forming 
an anti-communist €,overnmefJt or "n6tionel union." Other reports. however. . 
state th£t DIEM invited IlJE;.ny poli ticCil leaders to join his government and 
was rebuffed by £.11. ThE: reesons for the.se reputed rebuffs were reported to 
be, D~~'S anti-French attitude. his politicel in~ptneS6t and, most of all. 
his disdeinful ntti tude tQward members of former governments. 

The government a~ finally formed had ·~a leaders men averaging 
forty years 01 ege., The program which they pleaged to follov. consisted of 
six pointsl- durable peace, complete democracy, social reforms, war against 
corruption, complete independpnce, and national unity. 

, >-

Continuing to hold the post of Chief 01 etaff of the Vietnamese 
ermy, which h€ hed held since 1952. was General Nguyen van H!NH. a close 
personal friend 01 BAO DU and many French mill tary leaders. This man had 
on ilis' record such feats as the rebuilding since 1952 of the 270,000 man 
Vietriar::.,es€ army. 

The government, however, we s fer from an efU.ci ent insti tutiOD 
with full civilellC! military control over its territory •. In the North 
end sections 01 the,SoutL the Vi6tIljinli held undisp.lted control •. ·In the 
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free areas there were a number '01' :s£;t"4~r~~ig;~$a~d:.};Ji·~~~~~~~iZfj:tio~' 
that hell no rEpreSentati'On in the sP"1$rnme'nt. i These, ~'~l~n<?Jla.hIJ.d . \: 
their own anniea a rd operated in 'a feudal lD8IUler, recognizi;ng tbEl.t .the . '1'" 

ultimate authority rested with &.0 W.I soo the central g~ernmeI,ltonlr when 
it was advantageous te·de so .'l'h:re~ of the IJX)st impo;t't~nt of tpese sects-
were the HOB Hao. the Cac Dei t 6 nei the Binh Xuyeno. 'l'hese three groups con­
trollea virtulillly a II :me jor eomroorf;;~~l act ~.vi ty in Free Vietnam .. 

The Ceo ~i is e religious orsanization whiehhasadcpted what it 
considers the best aspects of the world's religions. It has a pope am a. 
list of sa ints ra~ ing :from CQnfuoi~B to 1'hcmas Lelison. It also has an army 
reputed to number about 20,000 troops with General Nguyen than PHUONG as its 
co t'lr!la III er . ' 

'!he H:;;'6 Hao is a ~ret'''rmed II Bud~hist or ga r..ization possessing ebou t 
15,000 troops. Tnis sect is reputed to.be more 01 the ~angster veriety which 
is not adverse. to '-hi~wsym(;;n' tectbe. Tbe Hoe Hac is led b7, !;tenere 1 'l'ren 
van SOAI. 

It shoulci be meLtioped that neither the Cae Dai nor the Ebe Hac is 
complEite.ly u~df iea. Each h41S: c1isf,jiden't groups ,within' its not:ll:D$l autho:i:1 ty. 
I:.'loreover. neither sect hes{.\onsistantly sUgned itself Vii th a particular 
governrr.tent; both seeLl exceeilingly opportunistic. :;t is not unusual to find 
the two sects at loggerhesQs. 

The third larg~ s6m-irl'oependent orgerJization is the Binh Xuyen. 
'l'his sect is lea by La Veu vm: vmo runs the notorious gambling casino, the 
Grand lvIooo e. in Saigon.' VIm' ~ apoloiiets state tb~ t he has acted in " . 
RRobin Hood 11 feshion in his coJ,.lecting of vast guentities. of wealth. The 
Binh Xuyen controls the S.sigon ... Cholcn police fcrpe.' 

Once his gcvQ'n.,l;nt was formed. DI:EMt~. first tlajor t ask was to 
fight at the Goneva Ccnfer(m~e far' the preservation ofe unified Vietnam. 
He failed am as th€.result lost "face.- Perl1aps more.·irnportant. the par ... 
tition cost DIEM n~ny supporters when Dl]Mts neti~e Tonkin with.its strong 
Oathclic r;;inoI·ity was :'Gst to the Vietminh. The gover.nment, with e major 
per t of the 'members co;:-J.n€: frcl1l North Vietnar.;. found i teelf IIruJ.ine;1I the 
bewildereo t politically uisorgsnize6 t truncliiJted Sou.th. DIEM .hal;} practicelly 
no centrol over the Saifon - Cholon pulice nor the private ar~ies of the 
poll tico -religious sects wbich controlled much pf the territory. 

Information on the internal politics from July until early Septembe.t" 
1954 is exceedingly Spa,t'S6. everl lor Vietnam, II is pr,obabie. t~ t during' 
thie! PEr ied .Eke PhI's llopulority and prestie;e Y'~p~a6onBidersbly •. lJIl!M, 
b€ing no !ri~rJ{;' ot EkO DhI, certainly d 16. not bolster the latter t s posl tion. 

~~~h ~n believed tbE.t lle alone knew how to ~ide ihe n61tion.:: Oltl kU€~st 9, 
Ca~~Dei, GE:.IJet'el Nguyen than PHUONG declereG thE<t he 00 longer. regarded.BAO 
DJ,.I,\6 the heao ot' 1;ihe state. J.t approxir.;ately the sallfe tiJr.e.a Hoa JIeo. : .. ~ , 
e6ner~ took fi Vf;, battalions of the Hoe Hoo arI~ into oppo~i tion .to tbe .. 
D~ gC>.:~rnment. These txoops v.ere tekel~ appl'o.xiLi4lt~ly 80 milE; a south 'e.f 
Selgon w~r~ th(:y r61ri~it;lud fair·ly inactive until October. '\. . . . 

A~east parti~ily because ot t~8 cbove l!lituation. DIEvI sent his 
resignation ~\BbO Dl.l. The Chief of State answereo intwq ways. He re- . 
fuse~ to ecce~ IJ!M.' s resi.gIlf;.ti.on t including in' 111s :r.:essege a rei tet'~tion 
91' hlstrust In: anc. a coni irI!letion of 'tbe f'ull ppli tical aM mli tsr,y 
power besto.we~ ~n in June. 1.1~ Bk.O DLI d.eclaruo that he was returning 
to Vietnam.. S hl,S ht declsration ~e:Jle as a ahock to most political leaders. 
rrhe <l.'fJ.ie;f'of . ·te~e t~t,~teted he was returning: to face .thestorm. Some . 
~our.ces rnentlon~G t' ke 'l<.. wea actually wE.rni.ng 1;hesects ,to support him, or ."he 
v'lOuld return 800 a ~ ~g IDeasuresageinst them •. ' UO DAI ai.a not return 
to Vi€:tnem. . .. \: .';.. .' . ':"':'" ' . 

. .Uso durine: thE:. mo~ ~ . , . . . '. . ... ' ." .'. . 
. th 1. dE::!' of ~f J>l.lgu,st. SIlO pro bebly :b,afore. :unrest, w.as 

grcwlllg p emon~ o:er~~Pt s was t army. The ~rnili tary lel"lders did not believe 
that th- DID g. sufficiently str 9ng lr~asures to n:eat the 
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threat of' tilt.; Vi~tninh. Dm; ;to'un .il:nseli bl€lmed for the parti~ion of t~e 
country Too tLe "r l' c; probably not hElPPY about be:mg excluaed 

.' ,u '" my eeaE.:.rs v' . , 
fror:. the high counsels of "oveJ:"..;nt.. Gene.t>el. HTh1B. belng a pE.rsonal fr~end 
of BLC Di,I, might very well he been the insti,gator of some of the res0nt­
:;l€!lt ageinst DIRe. 

The crisis broke: .ltO. the open in eD~·l~. SeptemOOz'. The facts are 
net yet clear on wh£'j ~cly nappened. Contrect~etory stetements hev.e .been 
cCl1tinuelly issued sin:Xthat tiroo to "explain" the immediate causes of the 
crisis. 

TherE. seer to haVE: been a Eeetine; 01 thE. general staff officers 
on Septe!nber 5 Wi,l General HTIlli probably present. 1.lthough the meeting 
VJas obstcnsibly·or the purpose of' discussing psychological war~are. the 

.participerJts d,.'cted rmch of their time to e discussion of how they would 
cope with thf .oIllM gcverm;;ent in 1'",ce of what they called e leck of vigorous 
policy. DI?~ was quickly, ofI'icially or unofficially, informed of the sense 
of the r;k;€Jing. 

The. next day there ;vas anether "pi:l;l-choloe;icel warfare R tleeting, 
only t,'lis time it ,ie8 prE::siued OVt:l' b~ thE; SEicretary of State for l~atioDiSil 
~f~~Js.9' .I~.r. LE: n~cp C.EU...N •. ~~'h-il.;; this ILii;etin~ wes if, progl'ess.. at the. 
~n~t~lletloli of CP~t tVilO c:ft~ceI' of tnt; €:...:neral staff, Lt. Col. Tran d~nh I..bN 
cmdifapt . Pha~r, Xuan GIAI. WeI'€; erI'e:;;ted or' ueteined on charges of conspiracy 
against the government. un, at least. waS r9J,eased after the intervention 
of HThTfl. 

On Septerab~r 7, C:f::.b.N invited Col~n€;l UN to visit hin at the l'linistry . 
of Defense. Th£' PU~pOSE:. WE:;;; to question him c.bout the meeting of September 
5. l.t this E;ncount~r, cP..&rJ egcin ;::;tto!,lpted to arrest LJJJ, but the 601(.ier8 
ordered tc make the l arrest c.id not 0 bf;:y CHi,};' s orders. PresUli;.ebly. UN left 
the ministry still a iree I.l6 n. 

The.t seme evening, P'.remit.r DIm;,. evidently ir.vited HDJH to callan 
hir:, end at t het meetin~ askwu FINH to punish L..t.N. HlNH stated thclt LbN had 
alrE:8oy been ordered to thirty (.eys coniinement. and he, HINH, would order 
no further punishment. Either that ev~ning or the next, HDIH request.ad-t.hat 
DIEM drop th", investigation of thE; E:lleged coDspir8c;y as. stateo HUill. there 
wes no r661 plot fomented by military officers against the governn:ent. DIEvl, 
how~ver, insisted t~,t the investigetion be continu~a. bccording to the 
Premier's story efter thE:. fect. General HINFI then requosted to teke leeve 
for severel J:,onths. The request ;;;88 grer,too, and DIEl geve him orde:rs to 
the:. t effect. In r6turn, DIE/'I.t, tc wncesl the scandal in thE.. high echelons of 
tb8 e;rr..y. gave ordU'B to re:.le.cst; the two 011ioers, U .. N end GIl.I. 

On 8(;pterrber ':1 tht; foreign press corrGspondents I':ere infcrmed of 
the disp.lte between the l5'Ov6rw.::.el1t /2; lid thG £,rmy. The "Voice of the Armyfl 
broadcE sting steticn r61eteeJ the f:rr;,y's version of the news (luring its press 
review program. It is eviu{;l!t that if' HnJH h€.(,l asked for E leave he hDd 
c!1€;(ged bis mind, with or without edvice frO!;l his cohorts. 

ThE; next dey nn.;;:,; ordereci Hllffi to Fn:Dc6 on c six months missian. 
Gen{;;ll'61 VY wes Dslred to replace EINH as Ci:lie.f of Steff. GeIlerel vY refused. 
On Sopter,:bor 11 DIEl,_ S€;[jt HINH plcxj£ tickets far th0 next ds;y. HINH stated 
thet he coulon't leave es there \i6S no one to whom he could transfer his 
co~l8nd. l..t the l?ame ~:~itle Defel1s€; &ecreter~ 6F.JJ~ 8611t twelve militory 
poliCE; to terce the "v.bic€; of' the l:.rE;Y" .to cease t:l!Jti-government broadcasts. 
General HINH responde"," by sending troops to protect thE; building. 

t, 
On Sert e.rr:bw 13 another ticl~et. dated the 14th,. was Befit to EINE .. 

CFf.JJ:: went to· HEm:· s hee::dqucrters to relieve him of his commend. HINH 6&id 
CI1J,N hed no buthori ty to relieve bim aDd added that he. Hll'IH, was responsible 
to B1.C nu, not DJ::Eti. DI.EM claims that at this time BJ,O D/.I concurred with 
the orders the fremier was giving. 

6 
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,! For the fWt tire DIEvl's cabinet didnft draw its !;)!1jority fi'om the North. 
'I'be Binh XuyMl we s no t includod· in thE; cabinet. This exclusion could heve 
been for <3 nunber of !'eel;jOns; for exs);:ple, the Fnitod Stetes dislike of 
VIEN, a disagree~6nt on the proportion of cabinet positions tO,be, elloted 
to thE. Binh Xuyen, or a n order froI\1)3J,.O Db.I. Just before the resDuffling 
oi t:~6 ccbinet, the long expected happened. General XUkN left the cabinet-"' 
€' nd clearly joined the HI~1H cam:p. Upoil Jr,ek,j:ng the decision to join HII..JE, 
Xr.AN :':ireG BJ.O D1.I asking thet a new .Premier be eppointed. 

Thereiore: t~~e alie;mnents had cl:.arg ed. Previously it had been DIEl:,.i, -
v;it h, the t!l6oretical support of XU.b.N - opposed by the Hoe Hao, the Cao Pai, 
the Binh Xuyen, 8nd the army. By September 24, the elignncnt wes DIEM, the 
Hoa Hai 1 and the Czo Dei 8eainst Birlh Xtiyen Lna the. 8rLW which was now joined 
by General XtJJ,.N. The latter three g<:.oersls. HD,1}I, VIEN, end XUJ.N, hevecome 
to be kncvm 8S th~ 'Iriur:rviratE;. Bebind thE: scenes f BLO Xli;I appeared to be 
supporting EINE, the Uni tE;-(i States seemed to support DI]}r., and :France did 
not give any clE:.tl' indic(,tions of who!: it \7&.S supporting. If FrLnce end the 
United States hod not been trying to B{!Tee on a corr'::lO!J ,policy towe.ro Indochina 
in ~"Jashington, France might very well have supported the generals, as the 
latter were extr<::r:.ely pro-French. '.I.'b.el'E: un(]cubtedly werEl interndionel 
pressures being (.,xerted on tho .Prenier, but the extent rmG the iInportance of 
thes~ pressures will not be known for scr:;,e time t if ever. 

Cn Septer'}ber 2..5 the crisis almost broke into open civil war. Dm'i 
had calleG, upon four cOr:1p<.niE:'s of Cao Deists to advance into Saigon. The' 
n£tional arr::y, Vii th the approval of the French. threw roedbloct,s eeross the 
highway • .i.fter 6006 hcsit",tion, the Cao Daists rdurned north tc Tay Ninh. 
The gravity of thE. situation impresset ~,1en.y leeders. EINH ir::~:edi8t(.ly LJade 
broadc::ests calJ,.ingior calm, diSCipline, anc1 unity. In ttt:: m€entiIlJ6 C6Dsor­
ship bGcer..c rore and.r.lOre stringent in Seigon. On the 25th, th8 largest 
Victnacese r,!Qrnin£ n C'WSPB per , the T:1E;!l Chung. WelS barmed fer trying to print 
en account of a EINE press confcror;ce. 

During the lest week in SepteLoer t::e crlS1S b6g8n to unfold at a 
much slower re.te. On the 20th the iiovt:-rmr:or,t ermounced the,> tHINE CGuld keep 
his position as Chief of Stoff, or €;v(;;n get a bett,r position, if he forgot 
the past sne:, collebcrate6 with thE> govE:;rnir,ent. Le€:dn;llilc, tho countryside 
b:ristleC wit.b thE:. e,l1:led fc.rces c1 t:16 m;ticnal arnw, thE: S6CtS. 8 no the 
Frencl::. each wai til10 1(;,[' enether to move. L.C D.LI scnt DIEt~ b telegrar.1 
"begging" hir;: to incluae the Triurwhate in the government. D~ treeted 
&.0 IlhIl s re~uest DS e bllggestion and bided his tit:le. T'o prod DJ.D[ into 
action, Ellili steted in a press c2n1erer,ce that he would be willing to work 
with the €:;cverm:;ent i1 it ',vere willing to take concr8te ection 8[8inst the 
Vietr.linb l::E;neCE.. 

DID': wai teo <;.ui tE. successfully for foreign support. France zIld 
the Unitec:t St6tes 1inBlly 8greBo tc' strcngly support DIDv'~. it ';,as fdt tlic;,t 
if the 'Iriur:wirate were tEken into the gov6rm;iE:nt, DIEl',. would becor:;:e powerless. 
The United States ordered its ornbeSSEl00r tc Vi6tncm, I\x. Donald Heath, to 
fly to .France to confE.r wi th Bl~C Di,I. 

During the first two vleE..ks in Octcber. DIEtY.; :;let with the 'TriUmvirate 
sev",ral times to discuss the crisis.' By October 9, the crisis apPE;ared to be 
nee.r .l,ng its 6nd. Lr. heath had conf8red with Bt.O nt.I, who in turn sent a 
L6SSen/ier to 6i scuss thE. crisis .... ith Dlil\l. Most otsE:.l'vers expected that a 
new governm8ut including Genera,l XU.ANas Vice PrE;uier end !i;inister of' Defense 
would be forrneu by thE; 11th cr lah. On t~e 10th, 1) boL1bshell spoilec1 every­
one's hopes. Dl1:J," refused to take XU.b.N into the cabinet. Several 1.2YS leter, 
XUJ.}'~ stated that no rY£Llber of the TriUI::virate would jciL thE; c:overnnent singly. 

On Octcb€r 14, DI~ recfi;l ved. 8 great boost of support ire:.. the 
Uni teo States. support'Nhich Eight be an 6xplam;tion for why he v;ss 80 edar:nDnt 
against such forr:ddable opposition. U.S. Senator kansfield t who had just 
completed 8 visit to Indochina, reported to the ~el~te Foreign Relations 
ComrtD.ttee that i1 the DIEv; government sbo;lld fall, .::11 Uni ted St~tes aid 
to' Vietnam shoulc. ceese pending a co;:;~p16te raappr8i~el of :.i.we.rican poli~cy j 
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By $ePte .. mb~r 13 HINH heast ntlonede 'r~~~>t6;~~~"~;;~;:r ~~~nr{~$s,,' 
heedqusrters and hea posted tenksto prot1!lfJt thcslilproeches. ,DliM'reectea 

,. by Inob11,izing 800 police. coo bed cbattslion'o'f Ca;tholictroops irora .,' 
" .Oentre,!' Victn€,n: flown to $eigon. ,FOl;'tUDttEJly. no fighting took pIece ~ 

Beth Dmi! and HDiH then,beSe.ute, bargain for Buppprt.. i_period ot 
. DegotiEtion~ ,end realignments set in.' At 1'irst DIlll~ appet.reo, to be alone. 
liliccept fer sooe Catho).ic refugees, all th(; politicBll;y conscious groups 
SOCl:eu to agree with HlNH that the DIEM governr .. ent was inept. EINH hed t.1e 
solid backing of thE; array ano, by Septel.,ber 16, the;; Cao Dei, Hoa Hao. cnd 
Binh Xuyen sects. It was rULDr$Q ihe.t Bii.O Db.I hir..selt was supporting HINH, 
ano Sor.1E:. c'ven said the,t the Chi.61' 01' State hed eIJgineereo. the whole crisis. 
In the r.:.idst 01, this con1usion. on Septeober ·16. France transferred all re": 
1:£1 ming sovereien right s to the governr..~nt.. Vie t oor.l thuB en tered the coo­
n.uni ty 01 net ions" 

The next day DID,:: reshuitled his cabinet eLa b:rought in General 
Nguyen van XUbN as Vice-Pre:Liel' and Defense Minister. . Since X"Ji.:r-; wes a 
good u' ii:.'nd o:f Bk.C IU..I and; also a three-star general in the FrEmch arr:JY, 
the 4;Ove was inti-rpreted as an effort to' gein thE:; sutport of the arr:y~ high 
ofticiel government circles. and Franc(; • However • XU,,~r:r s fil'st order of the 
day prai sed HL"IlH highly. Also r et the S8tle tiwe. tE lri.1? Ylere ta king place in 
'iiashingt9n betvleen thE- State Dep6xtr:;E;int and M. Guy !..bCHJlvIDRE. the French 
Minister of i>ssocicted States. DI.'EMobviously was seeking the, support of 
foreign powers. T,he eI'r:JY's reaction to XUkNts appointment v.as uDe of reserve • 

. The wili te ryleeders hDd greet respect for former p~uu€r XtJAN. <:',nO they 
sensed c trick. • 

On the 19th. Generel HIt."H. "on beh€llfof ell his officers ond men. II 

sent ~ telegra::: calling MC D1..I's attention to the sE;riousnea8 of the crisis. 
The tE:legrar;~ stressed thet the DUM gover m::cnt hoC. procre stir:::.;ted with 
respect to Cou;:1t€;rinf;:' corJr;ru.nisI':. and bad ecte~ er'bi trc.rily to',verds the people 
of Vietnai:> end the arn:.y.. Once ti'16 telegrcr:, VlCS sent. HINI!, for the first 
tiE,S in the oispute. held' a press confel'e~lce. Tl18 weI' of press conferences 
WDS OD I end it continues et the tirJe of this ,;ri ting. 

1..8 was expecteiJ, the D(;xt ae;y DI:El~ ileld e prOdS: conference in which 
he lcbelel.l H.INH B rebd /::;uilty 01' ;;:ots uW.0rthy of en officer. DIEM continued 
his counter-ettack by c6Lsorine: ell news-papus which g[;ve HINH's exp18netion 
of thE; aispute • .Il>t first, .tht;:, newspapers, upon being censored, left the 
C6DSCl:'ea coly,l:ills bJJink. '1'he rea,oers therefore realized the extent of the 
censors.hip. :£'he leaving of blank coluwns was soon forpidden I however. 

While DIEr, was p.:).e~'ing for' popular support, Le van VIE;..1\. 1;he le8der 
of tile Binh Xuyen sect, arrived in Seigon on e phne fron:. tlw Rivieractter 
extensive coLsultations with BJ.O D.t.I. Immediately, VIEN was r€:garded c:s a 
"front :men", for the Chief of State. ,Vi-E;n cc.rried whet bE. descl'ibed as 
livery pr,ecise instructions. II 

On the ~Oth of Sept&Lb6l' it weS announced that in the D6f,r future the 
CeQ Dei 6 no Hoa Heo wculrJ be given posts in e new cabinet. T:'1€Dcxt dey nine 
of the fifteen cabinet rJinisters reSigned... Their resign£.tions were not 
accepted ixr..meaietely. however. In the hours preceding the resignations. 
the :r.:.inister of Health Gisappeer'€:u ... h", :r·eturned leste in October without 
explen£tion of pis ections - anJ .unknown would-be. cascssins cttewpted to 
take th~ lifE; of the Vietn8l:J€;s€:.Propage.nde Director. 

The; next fE.w days W61'e spotte<J vlith press conferellces by bath sides 
Bnd oroers of thE. cay ITor" the generels. 'In the conferences t eech side claimed 
tbl?,t it weB follo''I'ing the wishes of B.i.0 D1.I. But whilE; HTh1J:I was l,;.uoting 
'1Ele€I'ef.)s from BJ.O D":,I which illustrated vividly tr.£t the Chief of State 
wes sU~porting him, DIEr,~ rms. lT13kiIJg public no telel::,rc.:r:s .from lli~O D..?I. It was 
rumoreCl. however, t;,at &.0 DhI 'had told DUM tb€.t he \Jl,':S on his awn, a 
clear invitation for DID: to reSign. DIDi's only visitle support was cot~ 
froin Catholic refugees who stsged noisy demonstrations in Saigon. 

. Du:rinS tnese contused days. Le van Vw' was carrying on se(;:rettalks 
wi th DIa, for the ipclusion 01 the sects in the governoent. , Finally, on ,,~, 
.b.UBuat 24. Dm~ saVe four cabinet positions each to the C.Qo Pai <;Ind the Hoe. 



'I'his st~teme:.nt by en influencial Amerioan brought fo:;,~h a .lo~d _ , 
retcrt from thE: Triumvirate which add thet HlNH had bee~ apPol.nteu ~.i BLO 
W.I had been uph~ld..E,Y aLe DJ..I t em had nev~r acted E;gBlnst the le~l timete 
autl;ori ty Lof EkO Di4/. HIlij-! declared tbt'lt if l\'!ansfield had made hJ.,s 
steterr~nt while he wes in Vietnam, he woulu heve been ~rcught befor~ a c~urt 
rJartial on charges of attempting to lower thE'; !:lOr~le of' the crr...y.. NaturC,.i:ly. 
Kensfield's stetewent wt!S picked up by the cor;:,nunJ.st propegsnde organs whJ.Qh 
are now using it es en cXer;,ple of kI::ericen "impcri£llisrn" sn~ es, IIproof" 
the t t h€:. DID;; Ii ge ng" is nothing bu, t a .puPf£ t frc n t 1'ol' the .t ... r.1el~l ce ns .. 

While the Dotables were bargaiDiD€; and publically vying fer support. 
approxi~ately 80 miles south of Saigon in the ,Plaine de Joncs BreB that was 
rapi6ly being evacuated by the Vietminh. oissident elements of the Cao Dei 
eno Hoa Hao sects clashed in a locelizeo battle. ,About fifty casualties 
were. sustained on each side. .f'resurr.e bly. the quarrel was over feudal 
prerogati ves. but lnformation E:S to the true nature of the f ightins is not 
available.. The fighting took place on Octoter 11. but due to government 
ceIlsorship. the world was not informed until two weeks later. Ruxnors that 
finally came to light ranged from a statement that eeeh dissioent group was 
supported militarily by its parent sect. to an elleBation ~hat the Hoa Hao 
group was aligned with the army. and toth the ai'zny througl) the Hoa Hao group 
and the government through the Cao Dei group Wel'e testing their strength .. 
V;hetever ~he resron, the fact that the fighting took place was an indica ... 
tion of the feeble control that the government has over the politico-
religiouo sects that support it. 'I'he whole intel'nal ai tuation had deteriorate(l 
to a CJangerous point. The Dml - nn:H dispute had reached an impasse; only 

.. the Vietminh were gaining. ' 

Censorship was becominf: more striot. By October 22, three of the 
eight aaily papers and :tour 01 thE; eight w€;eklies had been' banned for re .. 

,;.. fUBing to follow government instr·uctions. These drastic measures' were causing 
g€;neral oiscontent among thE: influential newspapermen. Vietminh propaganda 
'ss exploi tins to the utmost this restriction on freedom of the press. 

The linel ten days of October brought forth a number of new de-
. velDments. l"irst there was the leaflet episode. Thousends 01 heilE;.ts 
cs ling 101' e coup '" t ctat ana allegedly signed by the thl'ee generals were 
founc.thrQu€ihout baigon. The :lriuIHvirate loudly proclaimed that the leaflets 
were ~):r~ud. It is possible that the leaflets. were "black" propaCsnda .~~­
intena, to injun:. tm pOSition of the generals. :sach leaflet made vague 
Ill€;nti~n)f the feet thbt the generals haa married :f'rench women. and also 
stetea t,t thE:. TriuIllvirat(.. once in pov;er wO\..~lr:. close all gembling and 
I reo ligr .. distriots. 

N~ came the:; first loud menticn that BAO D.AI should return home. 
Thli: general, by cable. pleadod with th~ Chief of btat0 to that effect. 
Soon oth€l' o~nizetions end perties took up the cry. 1,.ore and more. both 
Vi(;tnar:ie~e entoreign circles were steting that only BAC DAI could settle' 
the crlsJ.~. . October 21J. the Chief of State reIISrked that he would soon 
return. ~his.' wever. is not the i irst time he hes n:ade thet promise. 

The biS't news of the week came from the United Ststes. Ambussed 
Heath hande~ D~; tlersonel letter from President Eisenhower announcing the 
the Dn~te~ atE-tes '1 increase its economic aid to Vietnam, but in r€;turn 
the Drll teo ts :e~~&ts ,the government to carry out vital reforms. The 
le:ter alSo 

6S a nmeCSBurances as to the stendqds of performance it 
glet~a:e~ ~~ver ctu-;would. be able to maintain in event of such aid being 
SUPp~le.. .te .: 8Ssjpvisio~s ot th~ proposeo eid heve not been made 
publJ.Ct but 1 1 .thetthe's1:'r,es,s ts on,:tion ... n~ilitarJ- assistance. 
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The United States _iieLberly supporting DIDl. 

An - t Jnsl repercussion became evident on October Z7. The 
!(ew York T" ~n E.rr;'ported that the French colonie! officers in VietnaIt 
,vere secr ~~es hafg against Ngo dinh DIEM a\ld supporting the IImilitery 
clique •• e Th~ ~! Dep B:' tment. commerlting on the report, said, "We intl;; 
and are confide the Fren,ch government also inte~s to edhe:r:e ,t~ the co. 
of action i ,,;il we agreed. and we do not quest~on thE;) gooa fe~ th of tJ 
French ov: :It. n The Sta~e. deput'tment was ~uite cl€;ar~y pertur~eCl.~r 
the actIo %6 French offlc~als. Although the good faJ.th of the French 
governmen~ ~'not questioned, the. State Department <;.uite obviously re­
members thoften in the past the Fr6nch government has found itself faced 
with a fa:i~ccom:pli engineered by the overseas French administrators. 

ctober endec1liith a plea by Ge:neral HINH for celm and discipline. 
He call, on ell to leave the problem of resolving the dispute to the 
leader actually involvod. The f;rm:,' was asked to c\mtinue its mission 
norma}.\' no Inatter what the government and despite internal dissentions. 

Cn :r.;'ovember 4 the United States .oHicielly took sides in the dispute • 
. It,8sannounced th" t General J. Lawton t:ollins was being sent to Vietna~,~-----­
w1,1 the rank 01 ambasseuor" .Ambassador Hec::th was being recalled after four 
sA one-hali' years service in Saigon. Cne of· the purposes ste·ted for the 
pUins mission was to giVE; a "ps:,cllologicel boost ll to the Dml government. 

ihis objective VlElS phiced with thos€; of "explorine hoyv U.S. aid can best be 
used to sef e~u6rd" thet st£te aga.tnst the Vietminh. eno the coordination of 
all ~.S. €.B£nci6s in.Vit:,~nalli ~oncerned witl) military, oco~om.ic. and dip10metic 
afialTs. IThe conihct that bee~n as 6 purdy local affa~r nas evolved to 
an extent ~here the United ~tates is put in th~ aangercus position of of­
iicieU:, supporting c'ne anti-COIlJml.Ltiist government against 8Lel".ually· anti­
communist group which is seeking to replace this governmen~ 

IV. Co:rWLUBICN 

'1'be dispute betweE;n dinh Dm,~ end General Nguyen van HJNH has 
continued for approxiIDftely two months. It ostensibly begen as e dispute 
over the method of deE,ling with the crisis cI ising from the perti tioD, There 
followed a period of open violent c.;. isis in which HTh11 refused to foliow 
DIE\~' s orders. Troops were called cn both sides, end the threat of inrnediate 
end open civil Vlar WeSehTElYs present. Next came the period of b8rgaining 
end clH::nging csbinets. l£stly, there is D period of weiting: each side 
tr:,ing to outmaneuver the other, while the issues of the dispute are being 
argued by the g:reEit pOI-.ers of the world. 

In tho background, but extr€r::ely importsnt to the d iSp.lte, were 
the politico-rdie:ious sects cxeroisine: feudal prerogatives of trJ£int8ining 
e.rmed for"ces th8c,reticelly under the central government, tilt 6ctua11y com­
pletely e.t tne s8rvic6 01 the sects. Eech group End sub-group £ppeE:rs to 
plsce self-interest sbove the interests 9f t.he nl';:ti9n 88 e. who,le. " 

.blsc extremoly impcrt~mt in the dispute was the conflict of 
personalities 1;:hich is so vitel in newly indepelldent nations. especially 
in the Fer Lest. Fer exa:"iple. B1~C LJ..I, the ex-Lmperor f;na present Chief of 
State,hed larned lonE: 8g0 licw to bow to superior pO';l6r .In J'une he ep­
pointed Dln,~ to be Premi6T. In mckine, this €:p.pointment, BkC DAI was bowing 
to gre.st internal ana intel"'n<. tionel pressure. i~owever, the Chief of State 
has mad,€: no inoice'ticlj th",t he ;'16S stopped considerins himself the true 
leader of free: Vietnam. He has Blw!3Ys b6lieved that only under his direct 
guidance ct n Vietnem achieve ultirl:£.te sovereignty over its entire territory. 
vfuen, durine: the pest summer. BAO ~Ifs popularity begen to wane ana he 
a iScoverecJ t hi;. t the PEt ion might well be successful under a strongman like 
DIQ/:, it is very I)ossible thet he reected by plsying aIOO jor part in the 
engineering of the present dispute.· The fact that DIEM end &0 DAI dislike 
each other. while the three generals, Hnn, XTJ,ANtiend VIEN t ere extremely 
friendly with BJ,O Dei, should r.ot be overlooked •. The inclusion of the 
generals in the cebi-net woulCi completely ham~~' ~ DIEM, the only. trqe 
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