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J. INTRODUCTION

Since the Geneve iccores in July of this year, the government
of Vietnem has been inefiicient, ineffective, and exceedingly unstable.
This government, directéd by Ngo dinh DIEwu, Fresident of the Council
of l.inisters (Premier), is iaced with almost insurmountable national
problems. DBesides the difficult task of setting up an effective ad-
ministration in & newly independent stete, the DIEN government mist
cooperete with the Internstional Commission end the Joint Commission in
the implementation of the armistice sgreement. The government alsc faces
the problem of the sbsarption of over e million refugees end displaced
persons. 4And ebove all, the government must prepsre Free Vietnem for the
referendun (scheduled for 1956) which is supposed to decide whether Vietnam
will remsin free or will become enother satellite in the communist sphere. !
This last tesk would burden the most experienced of governments.
Free Vietnam, partly as the result of the Geneva agreement, is quickly being
infiltrated by egents of the comrmnist controlled Democratic Republic of o
Vietnem. In prepsring for a referendum, the free government is at a o
psychclogical dissdventige. The people of Vietnam have &8 2 whole come to
distrust and hete the French, end to & certsin extent this hetred is
transferred to all white people. The capitslism the Vietnamese have
witnessed, not the brand existing in the West today, is linked in their
minds with detested cclonielism. Since Vietnam is c(uite obviously supported
by the West, the DIEM guvernment is condemned by commnist propesganda as [
being the puppet government of colonial powers. Since the Vietneamese ' A
governments of the psst have been fer from independent, Southern Vletnam ’ o
will be relatively receptive to sucu propeganda . .

The HO CHI L.INH government in the North, on the other hand does -
10t heve to bear the onus of colonlalism. HO and his followers aré’ o
Vietnamese. HO, slthough previously knows under a different neme - Nguyen T
ai QUCC - has, in ihe eyes of the people, been & legendary nationalist for
over tunirty yeers. He fought the Japenese 2s well as the French. His being
a confirmed commuinist does not et &ll trouble the ordinery citizen, Vietming———
soldiers, when captured by the French and told that HO is & communlst. 1n- T
ev1tably answered, ‘Then cormmnism is goodt™ o

It is therefcre svident tiet the DIEM government must devote all
its energies to the surmounting of these slmost insurmounteble difficul- °
ties. However, this has not been the case. Internal polltlcs.,lntrlgueé.
and jealousies heve forced the operaticn of the governmert practlcally to
a stendstill. Since early September of this yesr, the internal polltlcal A
crisis has become such thet most observers egree that civil war could breaki:
out at eny time. The West is sincerely and justly warried. Every dsy the
internsl crisis is prolonged is & day geined by the communists. The crisis
hes crested a situstion in which the South is being split into fections with
the result thet meny people long for stability snd seecurity. HO, in his
propeganda, is promising just thet; end alresdy, meny refugees who fled south
to escape the communists are reportedly pleadlng to return.

II. PERSCFALITIES : N
An understending of the DIEM -ﬁINH dispute, which is focused on

peréonalities. is faciliteted by a survey of the principels involved&. The
meteriel for this short study of personelities is based on Section 59,
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Netional Intelllgence Survey. Although firm conclu51ons cannot be drewn -
8s to the weight past ections play in the present dispute, some con jecture

~ should certasinly be slloweble., The reeder will note that the dispute be-
comes much more intelligible once the personallty ‘conflicts, agpiretions,

end prejudices sre understood.
BA0O DAT

This extremely intelligent man wes born of royslty in .1913 end, after
having received a thoroughly ¥rench educetion, served es Emperor of Annem
from 1926 until 1945 when he abdicated end joined the Vietminh. 4 year
later he exiled himself from the couhtry, returning to serve as Chief of
State in ?;hs only after long negotiatiops with the French. On his return
to Vietnam, he believed himself the mediator between €1l dissident groups,
including the Vietminh. He wes extremely diseppointed to find himself celled
a "traitor® end e "French puppet® by the Vietminh - who prlvately admit- he
is néither - snd hc hag come tc vignalize himself a8 the leader end symbol
of non—communlst Vietnem. :

Vietnum hes neither & constitution to define BLO DAI's power and
priviléges, nor s legisletive asseubly to curb them.  Since all executive

‘gcts ere issued es Yimperiel® ordinances, Ba0 DLI is’ the first suthority

in governmental decisions. He has buccessfully ‘assumed the right to appoint
the premier, members of the cebinet, end regivnal EoVErnors, and-cam exerd—
terrific control over the ¢ivil service and most important. political personnel-
However, he prefers to rule as the traaitional orlental monerch, making his.
influence felt only 1n01rectly. S . ~

o~

BLO DLT has nuch personal experience in dealing with the French end is
‘determined not to be unduly influenced by them. He hesa worked consistently
to meke himself less susceptible to French iniluence, including the use of
such %tactics es zmessing by unscrupulous meens e lerge fortune and plecing
it ebroed beyond French control. He is fully awere of - and shares - the

aspiretions of his people for unity end independence.

To meintein himself es the focal point'of,the noncommunist Vietnamese

‘netionzlist movement, Bi0O DAI hes regulerly eliminated from his government

any politicel leaders who might chsllengc his dominent position. BRe hes

also discoursged eny political innovations, such as.s popularly elected 5
legislative asscmbly, which might jeoperdize his primecy as the sole legit~ M
imete source in Vietnam. His privete life hes been scandalous, and many . h
quelified observers believe him incezpsble of meking any personsl sserifiee

for his country. BAO DLT hes exhibited littlc steedfastnessof purpose and.

is eesily sweyed by stronger personalltles. There seems to be no one whom

he completely trusts. ‘

For epproximetely the lust six months, BLO IALI has been residing on .
the Riviere. In June oif this year , yielding to greet political pressure,
he apponted Ngo dinh DIIN es premier, giving him the privilege of almost
complete freedom of sction in the government.

i:§§§x‘%;;;; o (Q/:’k N
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Until June, Ngo dinh DIEM hadn't held office in Vietnam for over twenty
years. Much of thet time he spent outside the country. He still, however,
enjoyed greet populer prestige snd was the most prominent Catholic lay
and ‘politicel leeder in the three Kys.

DILL was born in 1901 of devoutly Catholic parents., Before he was
thirty yeers old, he served es governor of Quqng Tri provinee, - During
the insurrections of 1930-31, he gained the hetred of the extreme-left
netionalists by his harsh messures to suppress the upr1s1ngs. During Torld
Wer II and after, he refused to essociate with either the Jepanese or the.

French regimes. He hes hsted the Vietminh, and in 1945 one of his brothers o
wes killed by their sgents. Until this yesr, DIEM has con51stantly refuséd[~:“ﬂ ,EL
offera to join the Vietnamese cebinet. S;nce 1&51 ‘he has. been living ig o

i
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Lmericen officiels interviewing him while he wes in the United States -
concluded he wes egocentric, prejudiced, and unrealigtic. A4 brother, the.
respected Catholic bishop of Vinh Long (southern Vietnam) is believed to be
stronger, more reelistic, end probebly the dominesting personality - at least
before DIEM beceme premier. DIEM, however, does not share the widely-held -
views gbout his popularity, prestige, administrative talents, or sgbility
to rectify the current situstion in Vietnem. He has continually disagreed
with the course of events in Indochina and has disassocizted himself from
members of the previous governments. One of DIEM's aides has remerked,

"He vould be impossible to work,for if you didn't like him."®

DEIM hes known BLO DAT for meny years and neither hes hidden his distaste
for the other. In the pest, DIEW sought out and offered his support to the
latc Princc CUCHG DE, e pretender to the throns of innem. In Scptember 1950,
the United Stetcs Exbessy in Ssigon expresscd the opinion thet DIEM should
not be encouraged to return to Victnem s his presence there was likely to
do morc darcge then good. It is interesting to note that General GILAP, the
extremely successful Vietminh militery eommender, ¢t one tlme stated, "There
erc only two reel leaders in Vietnam. One is EO ChI MINH. The other 1s
Ngo dinh DIENM. There is no room in the country for both.

- General Nguyen van HINH

HINH is the son of former Prendcr Iguyeén ven Tili whose government fell
in Jenuery 1954. HINH himseli was born in 1916, attended French military
school, snéd fought with the Free French forces in Itely, Frsnce and Germany.
The generel is & Frenca citizen - reccuitly he has stezted thaet he has given
up his citizenship to be sclely Vietnamese ~ and has always been sympsthetic
to French interests in Indochinz. He has, however, occasionally taken
strong stends on issues contrery tc hig father &nd to certain meesures pro-
~ posed by the French in respect to the Vietnsamese army.

TINH is 2 close nersornzal friend of BLiC DAI. It has been ssid that it
was at BAC Dil's insistence thet the generel wes anpointed to the position
of Chief of Steff of the Vietnemese Nationel iArny in 1952. Many people
consider HINH tc be nore forthright and embitious then most Vietnemese.

Nauyen ven XULN

- XULN is & bl~year old i ‘1+it tery figure end & general in the French arpy.
Since 1939 he hzs been & French @itizen, emd his military record in the
Freuch srmy hes been outstending.

~ During the Sgcond VWorld der, XUAN served as militery. officer in Indochiirs

unacr the French Cormend until the Jepamcse coup d' etat in Merch 1945. 4t
at timc he refused sn invitation to serve in the Japarc se sponsored "in-

deperdent“ government. He ¢voked his rositicn as & French militery officer
end spent the next six mouths in prison. later in 1945 he refused to serve
in the Vietwminh government. Instead he acted as lisison officer between
the French end the pro-frenca netive troops. In June 1946, XULN became
Vice~Fresident and Minister of Fationgl Defense in the first Provisional
Government of Cochin China. He Leld these posts until December of the same
yeer wien he returned to Irence. In Septemnber 1947 he was elected President
of the third Provisionsl Governient of Coehin Chine, which was shortly
thereafter renemed the prov131 el Government of south Vietnam.

Lfter negotistions to bring sbout the creation of the first Centrel
Frovisionel Government of Vietnem in May, 1948, XULN was unenimously elected
its president. During this time he worked unceasingly for the return of
BiC D&al. When B.O DLI did return in 1949, XUBN was diseppointed to receive
the lesser positions of Vice-Premier sné Minister of Defense in the new
govermuent. XULN then becsme involved in political intrigues and was suspected
of engeging in illegel excheuge transactions. DBy the end of the year. he
wes implicated in e plot to replace BALO DAl and the High Commissioner. &8
the result, XUiN wes completcly discredited. He left Vietnam for France in
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1955C and did not return until 1953 when, upon renewing scguaintences and

lesrning of the current political 51tuatlon. he again seemed to become
politicelly ambitious.

As & result of long association with the French, thoroughly Gallicized
XUAN is favorably looked upon by certain powerful French politicel groups.
However, although he has ettracted many followers by his professional
reputetion enu emiability, XUAN is vain and uncompromising as to the p051t10n
he might occupy in the government. &4lso, the fact that he has forgotten , -
most of his Vietmenese mekes him highly unpopular in some natlonallst circles.

II1. THE DISPUTE

After less than six months in office, the Vietnamese premier, Prince

BUU LCC, resigned on June 15, 1954. It was steted at the time that the
resignetion wes prompted by feelings of insdequacy on the part of the Prince
in fece of the mounting internal problems that were challenging the tortured
netion. This wes the period of the:'Geneve Conference. Vietnam was un-
reelisticaelly hoping thst the country wouldn't be partitioned. However,

it had become evident thet none of the Westérn powers were inclined towerd
giving Free Vietnem eny more than finsncial, diplomatic and verbal support
" in the ‘struggle for an ”honorable pesce. MNorasle was exceedingly low, and
it was evident thet & true netionelist, a man who was known to be anti-
communist, eff1c¢ent end hoficst , must be celled upon to form the new govern=
ment. . v

BAC DRI, the former Emperor of Annam &nd present Chief of State of

Vietnam, enswered the call from his Riviera cestle. He eppointed as Premier
Ngo dinh DIRM. The new Premigr wes given extensive powers vhich almost
emounted to & "blenk check." DIEM wes the first Vietnsmese Premier to be
grented such independence of ectlon 41though DIEM hedn't held office for
twenty yeers end had resided putside Vietnam for much of that time, he was

@ recognized metionelist who wes both anti-commnist anéd enti-French. He
hed & record of bteing incorrwptible. Most of the world, including Vietnam,
.welcomed the new sppoiniment. ohen DIEN srrivec at Seigon eirport, huge
erowds were on hand to greet him,

However, DIIM wss from Tonkin, North Indochine, and therefore did
not know very meny of the pgliticisns of the South. Becsuse of this, he
formed g government of "technicians," meny of whom were personal friends
or relatives. A . » A T

It hes been stated that DIEL, upon forming the cabinet, felt him-
self and the government abgve politicel cligues end perties. He was forming
en anti-communist governmelt or "nztionzl union.® Other reports, however,
stete thet DIEN invited meny politiczl lesders to join his government and
wes rebuffed by ell. The reesons for these reputed rebuffs were reported to
be DIEN's enti-French attitude, his political ineptness, and, most of all,
his disdeinful sttitude toward members of former governments.

The government as finelly formed had as leaders men aversging
forty years of esge. The progrem which they pledged to follow consisted of
six pointat” dureble pecace, complete democracy, social reforms war agginst
eorruptlon. complete 1ndepenoence &nd nationel unity.

Continuing to hold the post of Chief or Staeff of the Vietnamese
ermy, which he hed held since 1952, wes Genersl Nguyer van HINH, a close
personsl friend of BAC DAI end many French militery leaders. This men had
on nis record such feats s the rebuilding since 19 2 of the 270,000 man
Vietderese army.

The government, however, was fer from sn efficient institutiorn
with full civil end militery control over its territory. In the North
and sectlons ot the Soutu the V;etglnh held undisputed control. In the
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free arees there were & mumber of sasi-rellgicus end “secular
thet had no representation in the government. " These, organmaticm had AN
their cwn armies amd operasted in 'a feudsl manner, recogmzzng thot the - Y "o
ultimste suthority rested with BAQ D4 end the dentral government only when’

it was advantegeous to dp so, Three of the mpst importent of these sects

were the Hos Hec, the Ceo Dsi, &nd the Binh Xuyen. These three groups con=-
trolled v1rtuelly all me jor conmnrgigl act1v1ty in Free Vietnam.

The Ceo Pei is @ rellglous prganization which has adcpted what it
considers the best aspects of the world's religions. It has a pope am a
list of seints rerging from Confueiws to Thomas Ekdison. It also hes an ermy
reputed to nuwber about 20,000 troops with General Nguyen then PHUONG es its
corwarﬁer. .

The Hoa Heo is e "reformed® Buddhlst crgarizetion possessing about
15,C0C trcops. Thls sect is reputed to . be more oi the gengster veriety which
.. 1s not adverse to "hlghwaymen" tacties. The Hece Hac is led by Generesl Tren
veu SCLI. ‘

It should be menticoped that neither the Cac Dai nor the Hoa Hso is
completely unified. BEach hgs Gissident groups within its pomingl authority.
Llicreover, neither sect hes ¢consisterntly aligned itself with e perticular
government ; both seem exceedingly opporturist1c¢ It is not unusual to find
the two sects at lcggerheeils.

The third large semi-in&ependent orgenization is the Binh Xuyen.
This sect is led by Le ven VIEN who runs the notorious gembling casine, the
Grend Monde, in Seigon. VIEN's apclogists state that he hes acted in @ )
*Rcbin Hood ™ feshion in his collecting of vast guentities, of wealth. The v
Binh Xuyen controls the Seigon - Cholen police forpe. . ’ .

Once his governpent wes formed, DIEM's first nejor t ask was to
fight &t the Geneva Conference far the preservetion of ‘& unified Vietnam.
He feiled armd as the result lost "face." Perhaps more important, the par-

- tition cost DIEN. meny suppeorters when DIEM!s nztive Tonkin with.its strong j
Cathclic minority was fest to the Vietminh. The government, with s ms jor -
part of the members ccuing from North Vietnem, feund itself "ruling® the < {
bewildered, politically disorgenized, trunceted Sputh. DIEM had practlcelly \
no ccntrol over the Saigon - Choleon pulice nor the privaete armies of the
politico-religious sects which controlled mmech of the terrltcry.

Information on the internhal politics from July untll early September
1954 is exceedingly spgrse, even tor Vietnam, It is probable. thet during - ————
thig pericd BaC Dil's populerity and prestige weneu considerasbly. DIENM,
being no friend ot BA0 DAI, certeinly did not bolster the latter's position.

Eech zen believed thet he alone knew how to guide the nation.. On August 9, T
Cad Dei, Gererel Nguyern then PHUCNG declgred thet he no longer. regarded BAC )
DiINs the head of the state. 4t approxinately the ssme time.s Hoa Hao. .-~
c€neryl took five battalions of the Hoa Hao arnmy intc opposition to the . . . -

DIEM gOvernment. These troops were teken epproxinstély 80 miles south ‘of
Seigon “mere they remiined feirly insctive until October.
N

) .At east partially beceuse of thu tbove situetion, DIEM sent his
resignetion W Bio DAY, The Chief of State answered in two ways.. He re~ .
fused to sccep IEN‘S resigrgtion, including in his ressege a reiterstion
of his trust iNxmy ang & confirmetion of the full ppliticel and militery
power bestowe% U\ in June. 4150 BAC DiJ declered that he waes returning
to Vietnem. This &y geelaration ¢eme 2s a shock to most politicel leaders.

The Chief of State hy steted he w
es ret % ]
sources mentioneG: tha¥\ﬁ\ eturning to face the storm. Some

14 return and toke 8% oo octuelly werning the sects to support him or-he
WOW

ng meesures ageinst them. . B40 DAI Gid not return
to Vietnem. , \\, ’ C et :

Also during the mo
growmg emong the lesders of
that the DIEM government wes ta\%i

f nugust. and pIobebly before, unrest was
ermys The -military lepders did mot believe
sufflclently svrong meesures to meet the
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threet of the Vietminh. . . simself blemed for the paertition of the
country. Too, tge aﬁmy 1ig§trio%% prcbebly not heppy sbout being excluded
frow: the high counsels of woverHW. General HINH, being a personal friend
of BLO DiI, might very weli he been the instigstor of scme of the resent-

ment sgsinst DIRY.

The crisis broke stc the open in eerly September. The fects are
not yet cleer on whe ex,cly happened. Contradictory stetements have been
centinuelly issued sine that time to "explzin® the immediate causes of the
crisis. S

There seer 'O G8Ve been a meeting ot the generel steff officers
cn Septenber § wi- Genersl HINH probably present. 4Although the meeting
was obstensibly OF the purpose of discussing psyechological werfare, the
.Perticipents g-r/cted mich of their time to & discussion of how they would
cope with the PIEM goverrnent in fece of what they celled e leck of vigorous
policy. DIm was guickly, cfficially or uncfficially, informed of the sense
of the nee ing.

Th¢ next day there was ancther "psycholcogicel warfere® neeting,
only tiis time it wes presided over by the Secretary of State for Natiomal
Ihf‘ﬂsg, r. Le ngoc CHAN, While this meetving wes in progress, at the
iﬁﬁ%igation of CEaN, two cfticer of the geuersl steff, Lt. Col. Tran dinh LAN
and €apt . Puax Xuan GIAI, were errested or Getsined on cherges of conspiracy
egainst the government. L4ll, ot lesst, wes rcieased after the intervention
cf HINH. :

On Septenbér 7, CHLN invited Colbnel LN to visit him at the Ministry
of Defense. The pukpose wes tc question him ebout the meeting of September
5. 4t this encountkr, CHLN agecin sttewnpted to arrest LLl, but the soldiers
ordercd tc meke the' arrest oid not obey CHAN's orders. Presumebly, LiN left
the ministry still o free man.

Thet seme evening, Premier DIEN evidently invited HINH to call on
hir. end at thet meeting asked HINH to punish L&N. HINH stated that LAN had
already been ordered to thirty deys coniinement, end he, HINH, would order
no further punishment. Either thet evening or the next, HINH requested-that
DILNM drop the investigetiocn of the clleged conspirecy es, stated HIINH. there
wes no reel plot fomented by military officers agsinst the gouvernment. DIHY,
however, insisted thet the investigetion be continued. 4hccording to the.
Premier's story after the feet, Genersl HINE then requcsted to teke lesve
for severel ronths. The request was grauted, and DIEM geve him orders to
thet effect. In return, DIREw, t¢ wneeal the scandel in the high echelons of
the erny, gave cordere to release the two ciiicers, LAN end GIAI.

On Scptenber 9 the foreign press corrcspondents were informed of
the dispute Letween the goveriment end ithe army. The "Voice of the Army®
broedece sting steticn relesteu the @rny's version oif the news curing its press
review progrem. It is evident thet if HINH heu esked for & leave he had
cnsuged his mind, with or without edvice from his cchorts. '

The next dey DILi ordered HINE to Frence on 2 six months missian.

Generel VY wes asked to replece EINH es Cuiefl of Steff. Genersl VY refused.

On Scptember 11 DIELM sent HINH nlene tickets for the next dsy. HINH steted
that he couldn't leave &s there wes no one tc whow he could transfer his
cormend. 4t the game »time Defense ﬁecretarj CHLN sent twelve militery
police to forece the *Whice of the 41y " to ceaese cnti-government broadcasts.
General HINH responded- by sending troops to protect the buildinga

On Sep exmber 1% another ticket, dated the 1l4th, was sent to HINH.
CHA' went to HINH's hesdquarters to relieve him of his commend. HINH seid
CHAN had no authority to relieve him and added that he, HINH, was responsible
to BAC DLI, not DIEM. DIEM cleims thet at this time BAO DI ccncurreé with
the orders the Premier wes giving. S :
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For the figst tire DIRI's cabinet didn't draw its mejority from the North.
The Binh Xuyet was not included .in the cebinet. This exclusion could hsve
been for & number of reesons; for exarple, the United Btetes dislike of
VIEN, a dissgreement on the proportion of cebinet positions to be alloted
~ to the Birh Xuyen, or en order from BAO DAI. Just before the reshufiling
- of the cobinet, the long -expected happened. Generel XUAN left the cebinet”
cme clearly joined the HINH camp,.  Upon maklng the decision to join HINE,
XUAKN wireG BAO DAY ssking thzt a new Premier he appointed.

Thereiore the alignments had cherged. Previcusly it had been DIEM -
with the theoretical support of XUAN - opposed by the Hoe Hao, the Cao Dai,
the Binh Xuyen, cnd the ermy. By Septewber 2k, the elignment was DIRM, the
Hoe Hai, end the Czo Dei ageinst Binh Xuyen cund the army which was now joined
by Generel XUaN. The latter three genersls, HINH, VIEN, end XULN, have come
to be kncwn &s the Triumwirste. Behind the scemes, BLC DLI appeared to be
supporting EINH, the United States seemed to support DIBY., and France did
not give eny cleer indicetions of whor it wes supporting. If Frence end the
United Stetes had not been trying to egree on e commwon pelicy towerd Indochina
in Washington, France might very well heve supportec the generels, as the
latter were extrerely pro-French. There undcudbtedly were internctional
pressures being exerted on the Premier, but the extent snd the importance of
these pressures will not be known for same time, if ever.

Cn September 25 the crisis almost broke into open civil war. DIEM
had called upon four compenies of Cao Deists to advance into Seigon. The'
ncticnal ermy, with the approval of the French, threw roadblocks across the
highwey. &fter some hesiteticn, the Cao Deists returned north tc Tey Nimh. b
The gravity of the situeticn impressed weny lesders. HINH irzediatcly made
broadcests celling for celm, discipline, and unity. In the meentime censor-
ship becerc rmore and.rore stringent in Seigon, On the Z5th, the lergest
Victnerese morning newspeper, the Then Chung, wes berned fcr trying to print
an ascccunt of a HINH press conference.

During the lest week in Septerber the crisis began tc unfold at a
nuch slower rete. On the 28th the government announced thoet HINH cculd keep
his pcsiticn es Chief of Stoff, or even get & bett.r pesiiion, if he forgot
the past 2nd collaberated with the government., hesnwlhile, the countryside
bristleC with the zrmed fcrces ¢t the neticnal army, the sects, and the
French, csch walting for enctiher to mcve. DaC DI sent DIEM ¢ telegren e
"begeing™ hin to include the Triumviiete in the goverrment, DIEN trested : h
BA0O Dil's recquest as & suggestion and bided his time, To prod DIEM inte
action, HINH stated in & press conference that he would be willing te work
with the governient iz it were willing tc take concrete sction sgsinst the
Vietuinh mensce. '

DI waited guite successfully for foreign support. ZFrance end
the United States 1inzlly egresé to strengly suppert DIEM. It was felt thet
if the Triunwvirate were teken intc the government, DIEM would becone powerless.
The United States ordered its ambessavor tc Vietnem, br. Donald Heath, to
fly to France to confer with B4C DLI.

During the first twoc weeks in Octcber, DIEM met with the Triumvirate
several times to discuss the crisis. By Cctober 9, the crisis appeared to be
nearing its end. Lr. Heath had confered with BiO LI, who in turn sent a
ressenger tc discuss the crisis with DIEM. Nost ciservers expected that a
new government including Génerel XULN zs Vice Prerder and Minister of Defense
would be fcrmed by the llth c¢r lzth. On the 10th, a bombshell spoiled every-
one's hepes. DIEk refused to take XUAN into the cebinet. Several Geys leter,
XULN steted thet no meuber of the Triumvirate would icin the government singly.

On Cetober 1k, DIRN received e érept béest cf support frcr. the
United Stetes, support which right be arn explanctlon for why he wes so adsmant
egeinst such formidable opposition. U.S. Senstor hansfield, whe had just
completed & visit to Indochina, reported to the Senzte Foreign Relations
‘Conmattee that it the DIRY, government sbhould iall, €ll United States aid
to- Vletnam snoulc ceese pending & coupleteé reappr s sl cf Lugrican pollcy -
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By September 13 HINH hed stationed e reiz ‘orced guaré eround ‘his .
_heedguerters and hed posted tenks to proteet the a@proaches. DIRN reseted | | .
by moblliZln 800 police, ond had e battelion of Catholie troops from W
. Oentrel VlCtncm flown to $aigon. Fortunately. no flghtlng ‘took place. S

t

. Both DIEN end HINH then. began to bargein for suppprt. ‘A.perlod of
,;egotiatlonq end realignments set in. 4t first DIEM sppecred to be alone.
Except fcr some Cetholie refugees, sll the politieslly conscicus groups
scered to egree with HINH thet the DIEM governnent was inept. IINH hed the
solid becking of the arny and, by Septerber 16, the Cao Dei, Hoa Heo, cnd
Binh Xuyen sects. It was rurored thet BAO DI hiuself was supporting HINH,
end sone cven seid thet the Chief of State hed engineered the whole crisise
In the midst of this coniusion, on Septerber 16, Frence transferred all re-
hulnlng sovereign rights to the government. Vietner: thus entercd the cone
runity of netions.

" The next dey DIEM reshuifled his czbinet end hrought in General

Nguyen ven XUAN es Vice-Prenier snd Defense Minister. Since XULN was a

good friend of B4C-DAI end glsc o three-star general in the French army, -
the nove was interpreted as an effort to gein the suppert cof the army, high
cfficizl government circles, and France. ‘However, AU.IT"s first crder of the
day preised HIMH highly. 4lso, ét the seame time, telks were taking place in
washington between the State Depertment end M. Guy LLCHLNVBRE, the French
Minister of Associcted States. DIEM obviously was seeking the support of
foreign powers. The erny's reasction tc XULN's eppointment was cne of reserve.
*The militery leeders heié grest respect far former premier XUAN, and they
sensed & trick. . . iy

On the 19th, Genersl HINH. fon behalf of &1 kis officers and men, "
sent & telegre: celling BAC DiI's attention to the ser¢ousness of the crisis.
The telegrey stressed thet the DIEW goverment hoé procrestincted with ,
respect to countering cormmnisr end Lad ected erbitrerily towerds the people 7
of Vietnem end the ermy. Once the telegrem wes sent, HINH, for the first {
time in the cispute, held & press conference. The wer of press confercnces
was on, end it continues st the time of this writing.

45 was expected, the next dey DIEM held e prese conference in which
he lebeled HINH & rebel guilty of zots umwerthy of en officer. DIEM continued
his counter-ettack by ceusoring ell newspepers which gave HINH's explznztion
cf the uispute. &t first, the newspepers, upon being censored, left the
censared columns blank. The resders therefore reslized the extent of the
censorships The leeving of blank columns was soon forbidden, however.

While DIRL was pleying for pcpulsr support, Le van VIEN, the lead
of the Binh Xuyen sect, arrived in Seigon on e plene frowm the Riviera vfter
extensive consultations with BLO D.I. Imnmedietely, VIEN wes regarded s a
“front men" for the Chief of Stete. Vien carried whet he described as
"yvery precise instructions." : - .

On the 20th of Septeuber it wes ennounced thet in the nesr future the
Ceo Dei endé Hoe Heo would be given posts in e new cabinet. The necxt day nine
of the fifteen ceabinet ministers resigred. 7Their resignetions were not
- accepted irmedistely, however. In the hours precedxng the r051gnotlonb.
the Minister of Heelth disappeerved -~ he returned lete in Cctober without
explenstion of his ecticns - end unknown wculd-be essassins atterpted to
teke the life of the Vietnauese Propagande Director.

The next few days were spotteu with press conferences by beth sides
ancd orders cf the day from the generels. In the confercnces, eech side clesimed
that it wes following the wishes of R4O Dil. But while HINH wes wuoting
Elegrens from BAO Dil which illustreted vividly thet the Chief of State
wes supperting him, DIEM was meking public no telegrexrs from BAC DiI. It was
ruicored, however, that BuO DAI had told DIEM thet he wes on his owp, a '
clezr invitsticn for DIEM to resign. DIEM's only visible support was comzng
from Cetholic *efugees who staged noisy demonstratlons in balgon.

. 4

" During tneSe coniused days, Le van V*‘“ was cerrying on secret talks
with DIEM for the inclusion of the sects in the governmeént. Finally, on .
august 24y, DIEN gave fouI cablnet pOQ1tlons each to the Cao Dal and the Hoa Hao-;
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towerd that n: tion. The Senstor steted thet DIEN . »'s virtuel priscner.

in his resigeuce end g victim of an incredible cenpégien of;Subv3351an¥and>‘.

‘““énd intrigue. He c¢.ntinued by seying that the q;tional BITY was«quup¢§q, o
pecome e privete amy st the services of HINH.qnduhis 5taff.t9”¢n°?l?eth??f .
tc seize power by farce. The Senator concluded with the s?ateaenthynet-l
DIE. should fell, the new government would be g militery dictatorship.

This statement by en influencisl American brought forth a‘loud‘,
retcrt from the Triumvirste which sgid thet BINH had beeg appointed py BLC
D.I, had been upheld by BLC DiX, end had never ?cteq.agalyst the legltim&te
guthority Jof BAC Dil/. HINEH declared thet if Lensfield red m?de his .
stetement while he wes in Vietnam, he woulu have been prcught befcre a cgzﬁ
mertisl on cherges of attempting tc lower the morgle of - the eny. Naturc‘ Ve
Lensfield's stetement was picked up by the commun%st propegende 2rgans“wh1ch
are now using it es en exerple of Lperican "imperla;ism“ and es proof
thet the DIEM "geng" is nothing but e .puppet frent fcr the hmericens,

While the notables were bargaining end publicelly vying for support,
capproxizately 80 miles south of Ssigon in the Fleine de Joncs aree thet was
rapicly being evacusted by the Vietminh, dissident elements of the Cao Dai
ana Hoz Hac sects clashed in e loceiized battle. . About fifty casualties
were susteined on each side. Presumebly, the quarrel was cver feudel
prerogatives, but informstion &s to the true nature of the fighting is not
“evailable. The fighting took plaece on Cctoter 11, but Gue to goverrment
censorship, the world was not informed until two weeks later. Rumors thet
finally ceme to light renged from a stetement thst each dissident group was
supported militerily by its perent sect, tc an ellegation that the Hoe Heo
group was aligned with the ermy, end totk the ermy through the Hoa Hao group
end the government through the Cao Dsi group were testing their strength.,
Whetever the reason, the fect that the fighting took place wes an indica-
tion of the feeble control that the government nss over the politicow-
religious. sects that support it. The whole internel situation hed deteriorated
to & dangerous point. The DIEM - HINH dispute nad reached sn impasse; only

the Vietminh were geining. :

Censorship. wes becoming more strict. By October 22, three of the
eight Geily pepers and iour of the eight weeklies had becn banned for re~
. fusing to follow government instructions. These drastic messures were causing
general discontent esmong the influential newspepermen. Vieiminh propaganda
ks exploiting to the utmost this restriction on freedom of the press.

The iinel ten days of October brought forth a number of new de~
‘velpments. First there wes the lesflet episode. Thoussends of leeflets
celing for e coup G' ctat and allegedly signed by the three genersls were ‘
fountthroughout Seigon, The Irinmvirate loudly procleimed thet the leaflets -/
Were ‘fpgyd. It is possible that the leeflets were “black" propsgenda . .~
intepaq to injure the position of the generals. Each lceflet mede vague
mentlOhe the fact thet the generals had merried French women, and also
steted ¥t ¢ne Triumvirate once in power would close all gembling and
*red ligle gigtricts. :

NT came the first loud menticn thet BAC DAl should return home.
The gener8X vy caple, pleaded with the Chief of State to thet effect.
S?OU o?her Ohnizations end psrties tocok up the ery. NMore and more, both
Vietnenese 8lsopeion circles were steting thet only BAC DAI could settle
the crisis.  “oetober 2, the Chief of Stete remerked that he would soon
return. h1Ss gegyer. is not the first time he hes mede that promise,

The»biggx news of the week cgme from the United Stetes. Ambassed
Heeth handed DIEN rsonel letter from President Bisenhower emnouncing the
vhe Un}teq §teces 1l incresse its eccnomic aid to Vietnem, but in return
the Unlted.Stetes acts the government to cerry out vitasl reforms. The
letter also.esked e

[Vietnemese governmef SSurances 8s to the stenderds of performence 1t
etne .

<would be able tc meintein in event of such eid being
ied. " > actual U - :
sug?i;edbut Eieii esguPvisions oi the proposed =id have hot been mede
pPu ¢ U

~thet the. stress is opn mon-militer;y assistance.
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The United Stateos wafgarly supporting DIEM.

onel repercussicn became evident cn October 27. The
sported thet the French colonigl officers in Vietnar
¢ ageinst Ngo dinh DIEM sbd supporting the "military
Depertment, commenting on the report, sasid, "ile inte
end are confide the French government also intends tc adhere to the co
of ection in u’ﬂ we egreed, end we do not guestion the good faith of t
French gover it.? The State depar tment wes quite clearly perturbed by
the action onhe French officials. Although the good‘falth 91 the French
government + not guestioned, the State Depzsrtment quite obvicusly re-
members thy often in the past the French government has found itself faced

with g iaJaccomoll engineered by the overseas French administrators.

An intern
Kew York Times har
were secretly war
clique.? Tpe Sf

,ctober endet with 2 plea by General HINH for celm &nd discipline.
He call ©O0 &ll to leeave the problem of resolving the dispute to the
leader 8¢tually involved. The ermy was asked to continue its mission
normg’¥ 1O matter whet the govermment end despite internsl dissentions.

T

Cn November L the United Stetes pfficielly took sides in the dispute.

‘Tt &8 ennounced thét General J. Lawton Collins was being sent to Vietnam-.~—— -

wid the rank ot embassedor. Ambessador Hecth wes being recalled after four
gd one-half yeers service in Saigon. Cne of the purposes steted for the
pllins mission was to gzive a. "ps,chiologicel boost" to the DIEM government.
i/his objective was placed with those of Mexploring how U.S. zid can best be
used to sefegusrd" thet stete sgainst the Vietminh, end the cocrdination of
all U.S. sgencies in Vietnew concerned witl militery, eccnomic, and diplometie
affeirs. /The conilict thet Dbegen s & purely locel seffair has evolved to
an extent where the United Stetes is put in the aangercus position of of-
ficielly supporting cne anti-ccmmunist government ageinst an _ewually anti-
commnist group which is seeking to replece this governmenﬁ;/

IV. CONCLUSION

The dispute between llgc dink DI end General Nguyen van HINH has
continued fcr approximetely two months., It ostensibly began as & dispute
over the method of deeling with the crisis erising from the pertition. There
followed a period of open viclent eciisis in which HINH refused tc follow
DIE.'s orders. Troops were celled ¢ toth sides, end the threst of immedizte
. and open civil war wes eslways present. Next came the period of bargeining
end cihienging cebinets. lLastly, there is & period of weiting: each side
trying tc¢ outmeneuver the other, while the issues cf the dispute ere being
argued by the great powers cf the world.

In the beckground, but extreiely important tc the dismute, were
the pclitico-religicus sects exercising feudal prercgatives of meinteining
ermed forces thecreticelly under the centrasl government, but ectually com~
pletely =t ihe service ot the sects. Dech group &nd sub-group eppesrs to
plece seli-interest ebcve the interests of the nation as e whole. A

Elsc extremely impcrtent in the dispute was the conflict of

personalities which is sc wvitel in newly independent netions, especielly
in the Fer Zest. Fecr exauple, BLC LiI, the ex-Lmpercr end present Chief of
Stzte, had lezrned long ege hcw to bow to supericr povier. -In June he ap--
pointed DIk to be Premier. In meking this zppointment, BAC DAI wes bowing
tc grest internsl ane internc tional pressure. iiowever, the Chief of Steate
hes mede nc incicelicn thet he nas stopped considerinz himself the true
leader of Free Vietnem., He hes elways believed that only under his direct
guidence cen Vietner schieve ultimcte sovereignty over its entire territory.
When, during the pest summer, BAC DiI's popularity begen to wane @ne he
discovered thet the netion might well be . successful under e strong men like
DIEN, it is very pcssible that he reescted by pleying e mejor part in the
engineering of the present dispute.. The fact thet DIEN end BAQ DAI dislike
. eech other, while the three generals, HINH, XUAN, and VIEN, sre extremely

friendly with BAO Dei, shculd not be overlooked. .The inclusion of the
generals in the cebinet weuld completely ham,%§ c - DIE& the only true
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