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P S Y C H 0 L 0 G I C A L 

WARFARE 

TRIM - ORIENTATION CONFERENCE -
The miss ion og Psychologi~al Warfare is to gain 
military objectives by non-violent means. As such 
Psywar must be subordinated to and coordinated 
with the owerall military efrort. 

Psychological warfare is as varied in form and 
execution as the situations it is called upon 
to solve. Standard US Ps1{ar is the planned use 
of propaganda againlst a g ven enemy group, mili­
tary or civilian. In the past, US Psywar has'ge• 
nerally used mass·communication media {radio, lea­
flets, newssheets, Dudspeakers) in large scale 
operations, both tactioal rund strategic in natur~ 
Psn~nr in Southeast Asia varies from standard US 
Psywar in that it is called upon to solve problems 
quite different and more complex tho.n those s:~­
countered during World War II ond the Kore[C!. c n­
flict. This is particular1.y true !'or Vietnrull, ~-~~e­
re Psywar --in addition to its commt mission-­
must counteract enemy propaganda within the !'rien~ 
dly forces ond population o.nd must e111n .the active 
support of the civilian population to make possi­
ble the conduct of military operations. On the 
other hand, mass Psywar is unsuited to this area, 
where Fsywar must bo conducted on a smnll unit 1~ 
vel through personal action rather than through 
mass communicution media. 

PsyWnr is n wea~on and part of thd military arse­
nnl. It is carried out by milit~ personnel. In 
the c·ol.U>.se (;f Ps-;>~mr orientation lectures to FAVN 
officcl~s the mili tnry n u.ture of Psywar was empha­
sized with help of nn introductory pro.ctioal pro­
blem showing a hypotl~ical situation and military 
mission, the difficulties in solving it by conve~ 
tional militnry means, and the prnctical ·o.pplica­
tion o!' Psywar to acqomplish the mission. Ct.Ap-
pendix I hereto. · 

As shown in the practical problem, the objectives 
o!' Psywar are 

l. Friendly troops nnd their morale 
2. Gain active s.tpport of friendly po­

pulation 
3. Demoralize and gain enemy population 
4. Demoralize and gntn enemy troops. 



• 

gpera tions: 

Propaganda 

Media and 
tecbillgues 

2. 

Psywar must be directed against a specific and 
well define~arget grou;g {a company; ali the 
officers or~COs in a regiment; a village or group 
ot v1~lages; a mountain tribe; the Chinese popul&o 
tion in a city). It must exploit existing wlnera­
bilities (hatred, hope, tear, hunger, etc}. and it 
must overcome psycholo~1cal resistances (group so~ 
lidarity, military honor, eto.). Some vulnerab11~ 
ties cnn m created by special operations -- of a 
combat or psykar nature -~: tear, dissensions, h~ 
Bel'• 
The need of proceeding· against a spec:t fie group 
and of exploit~ existing vulnerabilities presup­
poses complete rund up•to•date intelli~ence. It 
~lso cnlls for quick and often lmprov1sed action. 
This is particulo.rly true in Vietmun, where small 
unit operations are and will be more freqdent than 
in a World War II·or Korean type situation. 
On the other hand, effective Psywar demands a mi­
ninruln of coordination and system in its operations. 
The following phases should be .observed: 

1. Preparation: ~ollect Intelligence, in-
. doctrinate frieddly troops, --- ~­

re equipment and materiel r ·o:..• . :·.rec 
help; planning) preliminory opera­
tions. 

2. Execution 
3. Consolldation: · terminate action, hold 

promises, effect.transrer to re­
placing unit or civilian authorit. 

Regardless of the media employed, propaganda. it­
self presupposes careful planning o.nd rr epam tion 
Before tronsmi tti. ng a propngandn. message it is 
n-ecessary to gain fu.e target group •s attention, ani 
to rw.vo its con.fiC.cnce (credibility). Special pS}'­
wur opcl"r~t:~.ol-..s r.10.y 1:c necessary ror this purpose 
(objecti'/•.J noi.';·s brondcusts , music, etc). 
Propne!'ncln -- whc thE)r directed at a civilian or 
at o. milit~ ..... J turget -• should never '00. destruct~ 
vc only. Constructive propo.cl:lllln should' replace 
what has ~en destroyed. · 

must be chosen to fit particular situation nnd 
specific tor get group. Many of t~ nc dia. employed 
by conventional US Psywar t'.re unsuited in 1h is 
aren (radio, mo.ss-lea.fl.et drops). Some o1f' the more 
successful Psywar ne dia: spoken -word (discussion, 
rumor); broadcasts (loudspeaker, radio); .p~nto·~ 
media (led'l.ets -- printed, mine ograJ?hcd, hro1c:...,r::.:. -:­
ten --, prunphlets, newssheets,books); direct c .. ::e·_r; 
1a nee (:rood, salt, aid in rem m truct.ion,. f'~int; 
road construction & repair). Unlike stcnd~d US 
Psywnr, Psywar in Vietnam must oo co.rried out lo."i.th 
very little equipnent: its ef'f'ectiveness presuppo­
ses p.erson.nl action ond individualized comm.mica.t .• 



Personnel 

Particular 
operations: 

3 
USArroY: Special Psywar units under Office, Chief 
of Psychological Warfare. FAVN: Psywar is direc­
ted jointly by 5th Bureau (Ch!etsof General Staff) 
and Direction de la Guerre Psychologique (Ministry 
of Defense). 5th 'Bureaus at Region, DiviS~on, Re­
gt.levol -- Moral Action officers. 3 Propaganda 
Companies. Limitted am:>unt Of Psywar personnel al­
lowed by ~esent TO & E is in rerility supplemented 
by personnel selected by the various Region and 
Unit Commanders (especid ly in IInd and IVth Mil. 
Regions). 

In addition to specialized Psywar person­
nel, whiCh is charged with researc~ planning and 
execution throuejl. special media, non-s~ d. alized 
military personnel p~eys a very important :bole in 
the execution of Psywar opera. tiona. This is part:J.. 
culnr .ly true in Vie truun. 

Intelligence: G-2/S-2 channels; intelligence com­
panies; Psywo.r organic intelligence arm. Psywar 
intelljg ence ill of avery specialized net ure and 
demands de toiled informo. tion conc.erning the tc.r­
get group, 1 ts vuln.erabili ties and restst n:~"' .... : 
language, customs, l:xmliefs, social structm: , :r:o::.­
and oomplo.ints, internal tensions, enemy propaga­
nda are sore ot: the topics or Psywe.r inte 11~ encc. 

Friendly Troop Morale (in VN: Moral Action, TDTT) 
is one 0? €he principal objectives or Psywar withir 
FAVN. This includes TI&E and PRO. Purpose is to 
c ount.er co mnuni s t prop agonda.an d ini'il tra.t ion, to 
irr.ql" ove military eff'i·ciency o.r troops and to ind~· 
ctrinate them in view of fP ecial Psywar activities. 
Troop morale is as much re~ onsa.bili ty of' CO %mm 
as o~ G-5 officer. Some techniqu es: troop informa­
tion program, education, ini octrizw.tion for special 
missionse Solve personnl problems (food,dependent 
housinc, p~y) . Establish code of conduct and enfor­
ce strict <lisciplin·e. Co:mpeti tive programs. 

o.r d.:irected at Civilinn Po ulat on (in VN: 
A:N • is .errt ive o.t gain support 

of fr~dly nnd of enemy population: purposes: di­
rect help (in tell :ig enrce, li 3i son, housing, food, 
o tc.), indirect help (isolate enemy, moral support) 
Propagru:da is one way of gnininB support of populo. .. 
tion: btter yet, support con re go. ined by sold ~er 'r 
correct and 1!. sciplined m haviour, by direct assis 
tance (medical help, food relief program, distr:.::u. 
tion or articles of i':ir st ~ ce ss 1 tyj reco nstr'ttu ~ 
road building, etc.). Special problems with b .... ..,_ 

tl!D!!aq!X population (p-rotection or f rje nlly e~ItlOl'l -:~ 
passive population, e§hnic minorities (mountnin 
tribes on Hi?~ Plateau). 
It is not sul'ficient to discredit the enemy with d 
the civilian population. Latter must m gn~d an 
actively mobilized. 



Conclusion: 

Oombat Psffar (1n VN: DICH VAN). Purpose is to 
reauoe iii! tary eft'ectivEne ss or enemy soldier 
and to ca'l.l.'lle surrender and ctpitulation. Several 
steps can lE takErl: 

(a) Demoralization Psawar: cause and exploit 
fear (lnaccustoJm milieu, ni~t operations, 
sabotage, SlJIB x-ior numllrs or a.rnament, )Fear 
can be instilled by rumor, by s~ cial opera­
tions, · harass:nent or intimidation nppea.ls 
(louspeaker or leaflet)J dissensions {split 
enemy by causing or exploi tmg dissert ion 
nmong ethnic groups, ott"icers mtd enlisted 
men ortbtsween units); nodtalgin; confusion. 

(b) Estgblish credibility and eain enemy's con­
fidence. Spec til psywar opere£ ions: ilU'orma."'! 
tion nnd recreation. Good treatment of POW. 

(c) Surrender a1Eeals, CgRitulltion, Surrender 
jsycbology group solidarity, military ho­
nor are resistances which must oo overcome). 
Surrender appeals must le specific ancl give 
practical ins true tiona. Rewards and :r .... :!. - :;;s 
as in cent i w. s. 

(d) Caua palx>;tagea mu.tinies, 1nsu9ordina tion 
; . 

Note: before specific action {surrender, mutiny) 
or inaction ( lnck of resistance) can h dennnded 
from an enemy group it is generally necessary to 
demoralize it and to gain its con£idence, 

Poywnr is n military weapon. It is e1,e ry staff of­
ficer's o.nd unit co:rrnnandor•s responsability to 
know its capabilities and to utilize Psywnr to 
atto.in mi:t.itm•y objectives, Psywar has saved lives 
and roater5.e.1• m~ it v.r!ll continue to do so, espe­
cially in '.:; ... ~. s ru."'en. 

14.11.1955 



P R A C T I C A L P R 0 B L E M 

hypothetical situation 

~: Pleiku, An Khe, Binh Dinh, Rte J.9. 

!.GENERAL SITUATION 

Vietminh have launched two-pr?nged attack on s.Vietnrum. Main 
~orce has crossed 17th Parallel ~d has been stopped N o~ Tou­
rane. Secondary attack through Laos. 

a. The ene;my: 

(i) Vietminh occupy the towns & provinces of KONTUM and 
Pleiku. 

(ii) A Vietminh ~orce, consisting of the TRANG VONG Bat&llion 
reinforced by 2 Btr.of mountain artillery from the North, has 
occupied SALA DAK XA VONG, AH CU, AN QUI, AN KHE, the DEO MANG 
Pnss and is presently in AN PHUONG. It threatens ti~e BINH DI!'!H 
o.rea. and the Coastal Road (Rte No.1). Vietminh infiltration ~-= 
active cadres is rep~ted from the villages of PHU PHONG, 
TRUNG,. KON BARR and PL. MAM. 

(iii )The TRANG VONG Batallion core ists of mountaineer E~f a..'IJ.d 
some NCOs (Bahnar and Rhade) native to the region. The officers 
are Vietnamese comnnmists. After the armistice 1he batallion 
had be en dissolveJd and the locol elements re tumed1D their homes. 
Rta.llion was rec ons ti tuted a~ter Vie 1m inh attn.ck. 

(iv) The BAHNAR mountain tribe has been under Vietminh in­
fluence for a nume .r of years. It is presently hostile to the 
FAVN. We know, hcwevcr, that Vietminh have employed highhanied 
methal s in several vUlf!GeS to requisition ~ood and to draft 
soldiers, and that at the time of tho armistice se~ ral Viet­
minh cadre, who had nnrried local cirls, deserted them and their 
children to return liort __ ..• 

(v) Vietnamese popu1 c:· :'.o:1 in AU KI-fE, AH CU and AN PHUONG 
had been unl er Viet:mLu,;, l .. :~J.e ~1rior to arr.ll.stice, and ha.s since 
been the target of into~:::::.ve prcrpo.gp.nua by Vietminh cadres. It 
feai's FAVN, but remomlei rs Vic 1m inh rule by sew ra.l bad harw sts 
due to Vietminh requisition of manpmver. 'lhere is at presert an 
acute rice shortage ip the area. 

(vi)Rhade and Djo.rai are indif~orent. 

b. Friendly force~ 

(i) Elements of the 16th Light Division in the BINH DDTH 
area: 2 regular companies, l company of rocrui ts recently d'l?-:-~. 
ted in QUANG NGAI-QUI NHON a.rea. and offjc ered by division "~£e :, ... _---.., 
1 platoon of an intelligence company. · 

{ii) Elemonts ·of the lQth Light Division: 1 company, ~ormorly 
stationed at AN KHE, now holding position in BINH KHE. Losses in 
this unit have been heavy, and there is an acute shortage of food 
11nd o.m:rnunition. 

(iii)l Btry of the NUNG division, recently arrived from 
Nhatrang. 



(iv) HRE and S8DABG tribes ~ the North, and the villa­
ges of KON GO, KAN NAK, X. VINH THO, VINH TINH and PL. 
DJUN are opposed to the Vietninh, but their attitude t~­
wards FAVN is unlmown. 

II. YOUR MISSION 

a. Stop enemy advance along Rte 19 
b. Cut enemy 1 s line· or retreat and comnrunica tions 

on Rte 19. 
c. Wipe out enemy force. 

III. SOLUTION 

Se\G ral obstacles rm:le it difficult o~ impossible to 
accomplish your mission by con\e nt ionnl mill ta ry means 
with the forces at your dispmal. Some of these difficul­
ties: 

a. Low moralo morg your troops 
- draftees are not up to their tn sk 
- morale in the 12th Light Div. unit is low 
- your .force is pieced together from ve.rious 

units wh&ch do not know ea<h other. 

b. Mountain population, (especially Bahnar), is r. ~: .:. :.".: 
or indifferent (Rhade, Djarai). Vietnamese popula­
tion is hos\tile. 

c. Vie tminh infil trat ion oo hind your lines 

d. You lack intellisence on Vietminh deploymeit; and 
core em ing ~ rrain. 

e. Enemy has the advantage of t"an iliar terrain. 

IV. THIS IS WHAT PSY'.vAR C.AN DO: 

a• Improve rr..cr ale oi' -:;our troops, give them co nfidE!lCe 
and esl)ri t de cor:;s to na lre btter sold :le rs out of 
them. 

b. Win civUir.n population {mou..'1.tn.~ era and Vietnallleo'E) 
in order to obtain 

- intelligence 
- scouts, agents, liaison, direct assistance 
- isolate enemy units and stop infiltration 

"IE hind ;p U' lim s. 
c. Demoralize the enemy farce, muse tensions, mutinies, 

surrender and c ~ i tuali tion o.f' un1 ts you succeed in 
encircling. 

Psywar may thus enable you to carry out your mission 
with a minimum of losses. 


