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, , .. ~ .·. ,. . ... ·. · ;·_{'.;f:};y;·;·~-,. · , ,_:1 thought you mightbe,_inte~~Sted_in· 
.·.:·""•-~'the attached cable which·tseDt..to colliiis. 
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SSCU~'1: 0 CHAIG( TO ·--

.SENT ~-=·A~embassy," SAIGON NIACT 4330 . 
26 
o.;.la 

.J 

/,. •' 
• 0 ss EYES ONLY FOR CC>LI.JNS FROM SECRETARY 

QTE Dear loe: 
- 0 

I know that you face a very difficult situaUon. I had assumed that a time. . . . . . . . . . . . 

would come when there would have to be some sort of a showdoWn to demonstra: 
. <'c' · '. ·. · ·:~·~;:-.._~-~---.~>·-~·-·. ,,_·-_ .. ~: _,··, ; . ·., ····)._,~, ':.• .. ·: -~-· :..-''" · . i 

the authorlty_ofDJem: . ')bat, I thought, would~ the payoff. --If~ came throug 
. ;··,· ... :-;·_ ··.-.··.·.·:~~-~ ... - '- · .. ·:::;·j_)_~~·h<<'·::~·:.:.:·;5;',;~~'.:<>~:-.·~'.·~.:~<:-_'.:•:_::, ~~-·. -~-~ .; 

then the future would be relatively cleax:~~·:~If-~~.f8.Jled1 _then that wou1d be that~ i 

. -.~ '·. ~-··. ·. ~: ''; : • :_ :: .... : ... : --~ x-.:~':;·:::::;rf*f~~,7~f~t~f~i~,~;):•;·//·'f. c:·~·:;;_,·:.·:~J:~1:';-::;:;. '·.>· 
In this conriectlon,- I have always a.ssumea'a'c6nslderable dilference:between 

. . . .. .. . . · .... ·<;.~-:· .:: · ;_ '~{F·t\ t · · . -. ::: <.: . :' .. , 
the two religious sects .and the Bbili ;xuy~n, ~hom __ I have considered 3: ganqster ~ 

. ·•. ., . . . : · ... · . ..·· .... · •... < •· . i.~'~· . . . \ YS~~~;J~¥/. ::~. ';'~ . . . . . . ;< . : .. - . ; 
. . :\" ' group, an~ _I ]iave.~cted. .. ~t:_the,,high.~r:-'llll.~,sq~! a·c~~ in:the pr~ of . t 
; ... \ ··.. . .- .· .·•• ... ··,.:·: ••. ·: ~.;···; • .. 'J :·-,·~~ ·:~~···;·."'; .. ·.:.-·· .. -~·- -·. :'':'· ..... ·:~·.::-..·~ ... ~·····.:\···.t-.·.~ .. ·.;.·,~':.~-~~~~~ :_-·-'.•'-.'.::..·.~, .. ~-'":~~::< ,._-, .. ""~ .-··. ·.·7··.·~;., ...... : ... · •. .,· .· .~ •.· J 

~~~!,-~~~~1n~~tk~~~~t-:::~~=w~'•rrtL~~~~~~;j-·~-~-'i 
:.. · · . . .; .. · ... ·.~ ;: .. ;,,"·t!:~',l::~F·x; . ··· J. , • ·:::~(}:~; ,~· t 

allowed to show his authority in this situation. but ·that there has to be a "truce"· 
- .· . . . ~· - = .. 

. .. . . ... 
between him and the gangster .group, which in effect·. puts them on an equality 

. ·. ·- .. ·.. .. .. 
-~~ ·- . . .. ·~. ' . -. .· 

·.. . . . . 
. basis •. (~:~· ·;:;~_- -'~;-;:f:.~~-;·.\'('J:~~:':·:/··. -.: : .. _::~f ·-' 

The ~ormauim I get here 1s that ~e--~~u~riai··A .. ~~Y b~bilimi~ 1n Saigon. ' 
. . . . . .···. 

. -
are strong enough and suffic•.ently loyal to enable Diem to as~rt his authority . 

. . . . . 
! • ~. 

aqainst Binh Xuyen provi~ed Diem bas the moral backing _of the French and ~e . 

United States and the logistic backing of the French,· who apparently ration out . 
;. . . . ·• . . 

· S -~ FDulles · 
--=a...=--.------~------......1------t::H:t:~~-r.!_:l:i-. --,...~. ----~. ----~:' 

Authority .:fi.ll1:1.. ~~Ar. l"IR .•. i/;917£ ~' 

S lFDulles:ma 

s/s 
By llJJJ- NLE D~.TE _!.~~~YJ~aiON FROM THIS . 

COPY, If CLASSIFIED, IS 
DDnJURITIFD. 



Pag 2 of tdcgram to __ :...:.A::.:rn::::e::.:.m::::b:::::a:::S~SLY_;S::!.:A:!::IG~O~N~-~.!...3~3~0:...___.:._ ______ _ 

ammunitlcm and gasoline on a very close basis, atxlaatl%zrcxsq:a4s0l'afa 

I am not surprised that Diem is suSpicious as to what 1s going on. Might lt not 
. . . ... 

be that if b,e were assured that le would have the opporlunllf with the lndleated bac)!n~ 
. c 

to assert bis authorlt¥ over the Blnh Xuyen he could at the same time be persuaded 
. . 

to deal pOlitically and peacefully wi~ the Cao Dal and the Boa Hao. 

;r do not for a mo~nt. doubt your ~ys1s bf Die~ ill .. ~ h~ lacks m~. des~ 
-· . ~ -.· : . ~--: . : ·. 

qua11Ues. On the other band, I thought we felt when I_ was Jn S~on that tlle:~I8l~. 
. , . - . - . < -. .- . -. : __ <_- - ~-,"-~-_-.:·-~- :~--- _,.- -~ . - - - _· _·_,.,--_r-:-:·~:~; ·:~:.:-~··::. ~ -

to baelt Diem bad gone to the point of_no.returnand tbateltherhe had to suc~(li' · 
' :~_::~- .. . ..::-~- .. <~-~--.. ;_ .·---~. ! - -~ 

else tbe Whole bus~~s would be a iihure. ' .. · . · 
· So long ~ h& .feels that he Is likely at My moment to be regarded as eJ:Pendable · , 

1y Ute ~_rench ~ ..e~d, tht:n I can hnderstand that~~~~ to !le J 
~"¥f·~~~·~l.,.'UB ·t-~r~·~~·,~!;;\.* v;Ml~~!~~~~~ , .. .. ~- ~ ,' ... , -~~f 

susple!ous and not_ to dslega.te res~e>:lS~lll.ty assumes q. eJW]gerated form. ·· t - .. . ,.• .. , ·. . . . ..... ~: . -- . 

I raally tirlnk that we should make.~ strong issue with the French on getting their 
. . . . . 

backing to. his &Ssertlllg h1s auth~lty as against the Binh Xuyen either now, H h1s 
·:-f.:· . . . • 

. . . -. .- . . -. . ~~-~ . 
strength is probably enOUfh, or late~ ~-the near future if it 1s felt tbat bts·'~engt:h 

c:an be and. needs to be ~creased Jn the interval. However, I would suspect delay 

under present circumstances would decrease rather than increas~ his prestige and 

authority and that unless he can act q~ckly the best moment will have passed. 

I have just been talking with 1he President and his mind runs ala~ with mine 1n 

the foregoing respe\:ts. On the other hand, we realize that we are far away and we 

·, 

.. . +.f both <0 

both have great confidence 1n your judgment. Also wf{ have great personal'eonfldence ... 
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Jn Ely. However, .one. thlnq which Is near at hand is our domesuc· probleJP and the 
pract1calunlfkellhood that Conqress wUI autlnrlze con!Jnuing expenditure of funds 

for a successor to Diem who 1s picked by Bao Dal or who bas the Freneb bnprh11 • · 

. ··~ Fa1l:hfull.J yo~, Foster UNQTE ... 

•• >1 ' 

'.-._:. 
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·: .-· ~ ·_ . .. .. 
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