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1, The GVN Strategic Hamlet Program was initiated in September
1961. Since that time over LCOO hamlets, varying in cuality,
have been constructed using primarily local resources. MAP
equipment to support this program is now arriving in cuantity and
will be distributed throughcut the Provinces of SV in accord with
Province Rehabilitation Plans. These Prcvince Rehabilitation Plans
are designed tc ensure that US material and funds are fully and
properly utilized in support of the “VN Strategic Hamlet Program.
Each of these Province plans provides for a Clear and Hrld Crerstion
using RVNAF forces as well as Civil Guard, Self Defense Corps
(SDC) and hamlet militia.

2. In areas secured by military force, the United States
Cperations Mission in Vietnam (US(l?) is suppcrting the GVN in an
accelerated effort to bring govermment services such as health,
education, agricultural services and gcod administration into the
hamlets. The USCK program is based on and is an integrai part of
each Province Rehabilitation Plan. The United States Information
Service in Vietnam (USIS) is also supvorting the GVN in their effort
to inform the rural population of the opurpcses of the Strategic
Hemlet Program and win the peasant over teo full surncrt of the GVIN.
The activities of USCM and USIS are an essential rart cf the
pacification effort in SVN. Unless their efforts to irprove the
life cof the peasant and win him over ideoclogically to the GVN are
successful, the use of military force :sill never be conclusive,
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3, VMillions of dollars in AP and AID funds and material
have been prcvided for Province Rehabilitaticn in SVii. It is
absolutely essential that the nilitary resources of the RVNAF be
properly apvlied in Clear and Hcld (perations tc sunrort this
Province Rehabilitation effort which I ccnsider to be at the
core of the pacification of SVII,

L. I desire that yvou direct ycur attenticn tc the Clear ond
Hold Coeraticns in pregress and nlanned within ycur srea and make
every effort to insure that military forces nrovided are adeocuatey
operational plans are scund, !I’AT supplies #re nroverly utilized
and continuous coordination is effected between the US rilitary
end US civilian agencies involved,

PAUL D, HARFPINS

General, United Ctates Army
Corrander
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