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SUBJECT: Clear and Hold Coerations 1 Feb 1963 
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Senior Advisor I Corps 
Senior Advisor II Corps 
Senior Advisor III Corns 
Senior Advisor IV Corps 

l. The GV1J Strategic Hmnlet Program was initiated in September 
1961. Since the.t time over 4000 hamlets, varying in ouali ty, 
have been constructed usinp, primarily local resources" HAP 
eouipment to support this program is now arriving in auantity and 
will be distributed throughout the Provinces ofSVlJ in accord with 
Province Rehabilitation Plans. These Province Rehabilitati_on Plans 
are designed tc ensure that US material and funds are fully and 
properly utilized in supoort of the ~V1J Strategic Hamlet Program. 
Each of these Province plans provides for a Clear and T·k ld C neretion 
using RVNAF forces as well as Civil Guard, ;:elf Defense Corps 
(SDC) and hamlet militia. 

2. In areas secured by rr.ilitary 'orce, the United States 
Cperations Hission in '!ietnam ( TJSO~) is supocrting the GVN in an 
accelerated effort to bring government services such as health, 
education, agricultural services ;:,nd good administration into the 
hamlets. The USC!-: program is based on and is an integral part of 
each Province Rehabilitation Plan. The United ~tates Information 
Service in Vietnam (USIS) is also supporting the GVrJ in their effort 
to inform the rural population of the purpcses of the Strategic 
Hamlet Program ~md win the peasant over to full su nncrt of the GVN. 
The activities of USCH and USIS are an essential l"art of the 
pacification effort in SV1J. Unless their efforts to :ir-nrove the 
life cf the peasant and v-rin hi1:1. over ideologically to the GVlJ are 
successful, the use of mi~itary force '.:ill never be conclusive. 
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3. J-:i11ions of dollars in ~:AP and AID funds and r:pterial 
have been provided for Province Rehabilitation in S'!E 0 It is 
absolutely essential that the nilitary resources of the ?..·lT:AF be 
properly apolied in Clear and nol.d C. rerations to sun:oort tins 
Province Rehabilitation effort ~:hich I consider to be at the 
core of the pacification of SV.::J. 

4. I desire that you direct ;vc-u.r a+,tention to the Clear znd 
Hold Cperaticns in progress <md nlanned 'Iithin your CJrea and make 
every effort to insure that r-:ilita.ry forces providerl <:1re Rdecn..l2.te~ 

operational plans are sound~ I'AT' supplies Pre prooerl;r 11ti1ized 
and continuous coordination is e :f'fected between the TJS T"'i, itary 
rnd US civilian e~gencies involved. 

PAUI, D. HARri[S 
General~ !Jnited ~ ... ,ates Army 
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