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lleport on Ban '1'UIIng Stratepc Hamlet, B1nh Illong 

At a~tel¥ 0100 bour8 18 .Auguat, an estimated two companies of 
Viet Con& entered Ben '1\10118 Strategic Hamlet (rn83361) and destroyftd 137 
houses b7 fire. !be 15--.n SDC platoon on duty vu outside the hamlet 1n 
ambuab poaition at the time the YC arrived. In addition to bouaes, food, 
clothing and hou.Hhol.d sooda wre destroyed; one D&le ci vil1an murdered; 
the SDC outpost destroyed; and tbe bal.et off'iee clamaged. 

!be underaigDed vas contacted and authorized tbe ProY1nee Chief' to replace 
all i tell8 l.oat by f'Ulil1ee u a re8Ult of' tbe raid. tJ8CIC bas thus ta.r :fur­
nished the fol.l.ow:t.n8 i tema: 

4200 k.lloa - Mee 
28o " .. J'iah 
14<> jars - 1ll.1oe !tam 

3000 aheeta 
Alnmj XIUIIl rooting material 

It is anticipated that add1 tional expend! tures vUl be l8de to rep lace per­
sonal losses and 8<118 ~ture for bn1ld1n& materiala, althoalgb tbe latter 
v1ll be min1m1zed due to 11108t of the timber requirements being obtained from 
the aurroundin& forest. !be ProviDce Chief' baa alao been authorized to pay 
up to 30$00 per diem to volunteer workers f'raa outside tbe hamlet. 

!he Province baa .upplie d the followin& personnel and supplies: 

100 Civic Action Cadre 
50 lAborers from Province Pl.lblic Works 

Department 
50 Republican Youth Men 
9 Republican Youth Wollen 

50 Volunteer l.aborera f'raD 
Lai !bieu District 

20 Prisoners 
1 Medical Team (U.s. Array Mad. '1'eam 
also provided) 

350 Seta of donated clothing 

Tbe DDm has provided lOO,oex>$00 to the Province to assist in the recon­
struction and rebabUi tation ot the hamlet. 
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A UBI& team vas flown into the bllm.let on 20 August to report and record 
tbe dalla&e aDd to interview selected individuals. !be team vu caapoaed of 
Mr. Ba.vene (Liaison otficer to UBOM), two photograpbera, one JDOVing picture 
pbotosrapber, aDd a reporter etflipped Vi th a portable tape recorder. In 
addition to tbe pictures taken, taped interview wwe CODducted with the 
ProVince Chief, the family of the Jall'dered man, and the parents of a VC squad 
leader vhoae bowie vaa alao destroyed. Results of' the team ef'f'ort, plus 
eXJJPMC! film turned Oftr to them, are not Jmovn at this time. However, 
Mr. !avena will be contacted for foll.ov-up. 

Leaflets were printed (1000) in the hamlet on 18 August and dietributed 
to the inhabitants. theme of' tbe leaflets vu the GVI aympatby &Dd an appeal. 
to the people to denounce the YC (Ben i'Uong is conaidered a "C" hamlet). An 
additional 110,000 leaflets have been requested f'rolll USIS: 100,000 describing 
the incident aDd vhich v1ll be diaa-.inated throughout the Province aDd 101 000 
directed at the YC describing the wxw.rranted attack on tbe people. !be no,ooo 
leaflets should be diatributed prior to 26 Ausuat. 

To date appron.tely 50 houaea have been reconet.ructed, and caapletion 
of all reconstruction targeted for 16 August. 

1bia has been the beat organized Civic Action proJect I bave Witnessed 
and could have a tremendOWJ impact on the Province if the pgy /war effort 1s 
followed up properly. 
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