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1. Attached is a copy of a report rendered qy Brigadier General 
J.D. Rittle (U.S. ••iarine Corps Ret.) to Congressman L. 1-iendel Rivers, 
who as Chairman of Subcommittee No. 1 of the House Armed Services 
Committee had asked General Hittle for his observations on the 
situation in the Republic of Vietnam, based on a recent visit. 

2. This letter was inserted in the Appendix of the Congressional 
Record 3 Juno 1963 by Congressman Rivers. It is d~sirod that it be 
given wide: dissemination within all components of this command. 
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TIDE IN VThT NAh TURNDJG D~ CUR Frl-VOR, 
U.S. GENERaL SAYS 

Following is fu],J. text of a lcttE.r addressed by Brig. Gen. J.D. 
Hittle, U.S. harinc Cotps, retired, to Congrc,ssman L. Hendel Rivers of 
South Carolina in thG U.S. Housu of Representatives. 

The letter was in ansv-rc.r, Gen. Hi ttL said, to hr. Rivers 1 request 
"that I provic!o you with a few of r.w observations of the situation in 
South Viet Hc:m ••• bas·A upon -:rry recent visit". 

Gen. Bittle's letter is inscrtcc in the Appendix of tho Congress­
ional Record 0f J1.mc 3, The. g0nc.j_•:>..l dccl.ucs that the. United States 
can beat the: Cc;":T_:c:..J.is+.:, .L:" ''l'n do 00t f3.:;.!./ ... r in this dcspGrate struggle 
for control of ~:i-~'~ L?...;'l 11 • (i:D ., 

Han. L. Hendel Rivers, 
Chairmn, Subcormnttec No. 1, Armed Services Co!Tl!!littce, 
U.S. House of ficpruscntativcs, Washington D.C. 

Dear hr. Chair:m.n: 

This is iil re;spGns:: to your request that I provide you with a few 
of rey obs~..,r .':1 U nns o:.' ti1e si tuc:. tion in South Viet Ihm. Thf.sc observa­
tions, u.s Yv'.:.. vrtl~ :r'~C'lll:. C.:.I'G '-ln.:scd t:..:Jc·n my recent visit to South 
Viet :•,n.m, :;_;,~ r:c;~·~:.-·1;~y -.·:.t:, ;:r . .:rc3eph Lombardo, Senior Vice Comma.nder­
in-Ghivf .:+·· t,;,, '.i,:.,tc.r·cr,,s c•f f\n·c:'..2:d ··jars of the United States. On the 
basis of r~ C'b:::c_.rv.tt::_"lL3 bd!'l :L~.: 3.J.ibcn and in the outer country area, 
an:l. 2.s c:. rcs~_olt c:l: '~/ '~:.J:-.·r~c3c~-Lot<:> with United States and Scuth Viet­
names"- Illi.lit::n;: p(~rso:T·H..:L m:J. :::j.v:i :Lians, it is rrry firm impression that 
the tide h1 s h_;gu:.: "CO tll!'n :l.11 C'lr favor in this bi ttcr w.J.r in South 
Vi0t L:::.!Cl. If t.h0 li:!itu. Jt:1tc..s docs not falter in the stretch, vTC can 
win this str,_;gg1~..., ~;x: it is J. struggle which we cannot, from the. 
stc.ndpcint of sh(_;(.;r il.atioru.l s0curity, afford to lose. 

It is evident that the tremendous effort over tho past couple of 
years by the United States a.nd. by the South Vietnamese Government of 
President Diem hJ.s r~.:-.J.chcd th(; point where these forces arc now pro­
ducin,'? f2.vcrc-.tl"' r'-sults. 

The basic indic:ttors as to the trend of events arc favorable to 
our efforts, Thc.s(; indicators include the trend in total areas con­
troll0d by the Communists and the South Vietnamese forces; the trend 
in d0f0cticns from the Co~@unists to the South Vietnamese; the casual~ 
ratios between the Corilrr:.unists and the South Victnancsc and the progress 
being sc dcnonstrJ.bly achieved in President Diem's strategic hnnlct 
strategy. 
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The strat~gic hamlet strate~ is basic to the entire war in South 

VictnaLl. It involves, as I know you are aware, thE.i concentration of the 
populace in fortified and defended villages. This h~s a twofold effect: 

First, the protection of tho people from Conaunist terrorisn; and 
second, the depriving of the Conmunists of sources cf food supply, arms, 
arrl personnel fer inpressrent intc their military end supporting forces. 

In thE: course cf our visit in South Vietnan, IVJ.r. Lombardo and I 
visited several strategic hru:ll.ets. These, I would like tc point cut, 
wore net in the Saigon area where the nest immediate results night be 
expected, but rather in the forested high plateau country. The stra­
tegic hanlet progrrun, I was reliably informed, has progressed in a 
most satisfactory nanncr and in same areas is almost 90 porcent coi:tplc­
ted. This represents a nest significant .:lchicvcncnt en the part cf 
President Dicn's gcvcr~cnt. 

I night men ticn .:1lso tm t en~:; cf tho nest signific3.Ilt and pc tcn­
tially dccisi ve dcvclopmonts in Scuth Victna.r..1 has been the relatively 
recent swing of tho f·icntagnard tribes tc thE.. prc-U .S. gcvcrnncnt cf 
President Diem.. The l·;cntagnard 1 s arc an aborigin(; -- probably 1-'ialay 
derivation people, tctaling betwl-cn probably 400,000 or 600,000, 
inhabiting the high plateau fcrcst area, alcng the Laotian and Can­
bodian bvrders cf Scuth Viet lJaL1. 

These Ncntagna.rds have been woccd by tho Reds with pronises and 
induceucnts, because cf their inportance in the ultimate; outcoiJC; of 
this struggle. However, th0 Mcntagnards arc giving their suppcrt tc 
the Diem gcvernment in increasingly large nunbcrs. These are two reasons 
fer this: The terrcrist tactics of the Rods have bocncrangcd: and the 
farsight0d sound policies cf President Diem's government, with U.S. 
advice and assistancE: arc gaining tht: confidence and allegiance of the 
hontagnards. 

These tribesmen arc intiwately acquainted witn Red infiltration 
routE:s .ctlong the wctian c.nd Cambcdian bcrdC;rs, They arc m.tural 
guerrilla fighters. Although nany of trl(;n havv huntc:d only with a 
cross bow, thE-y respond quickly, as was evident during our visit tc a 
Hontagnard training base, to r.1odorn wvapcns and Llilitary organization. 
ThC;ir support of the anti-Cornunist government of President Dien ccns­
titutcs a genuinely serious setback fer tho Rcds. 

One of the mcst interesting but not surprising aspects cf what is 
going on in South Viet Nan is the truly rragnificcnt service being ~r- ... 
forncd by the U.S. Arcy-, Navy, I:arino Corps, and Air Force personnel 
in that area. 

I was particul~rly iuprcssl-d by the cnthusiasn, tireless effcrts, 
~nd high level of prcfcssicnal ccr:tpetcncc cf the nilitary adviscry team. 
Nc. 33 which we. visitc.d in Ban he Thuct. This is an ar(;;a <:f the prini­
tivc liontagnards tribes, arxi cne in which the guc:rrilla warfare is 
bitter. Tc U.S. nilitary pcrscnncl, whc a~ living undC;r austere 
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standards, h.J.vc gained tho ccnfidcncc 0f beth tho South Vietn3mesc 
regulars an::l. the Ecntagnards. Fer instance, cne cf tho U.s. Army 
advisors working with 1.-icntagnards has ccnstructcd a banbcc, waterwheel 
at the:. sr.nll, but very ll1portant local agricultural schccl. .ts ridimen­
tary as this baoboc waterwheel is, it is a ccmplete~ new device to the 
Mcntagnards, whc marvel at its abilit,y tc lift water a few foot fron a 
small strcn.m and irrigate the vegetable garclcns and banana groves. Sueh 
ingenuity and sincere interest en the part of the U.S. personnel is 
typical cf the ccntributi.cns which cur forces arE; making b::th in specifie 
military nattcrs as well as in ecc.nc:·r.rl.c and sccial endeavcrs. 

In .all cf rey ccnvorsnticns in Viet Nam with porscnnel cf various 
ranks, I did nc. t hear .:1rry ccnpl.J.ints cr griping as tc· the duty being 
pcrfcrncd by thcra. If I judge cur fighting ~n correct~, they have no 
respect f"'r these whc ::rc urging "bring cur beys hcr.1e, 11 frcn South Viet 
Nan. Our ·~li t-:1ry porscnncl there knew the inpcrtance c f what they arc 
doing, ti1c necessity, frc.IJ. th<.: standpcint cf U.S. security and that cf 
tho free w'.rld, cf winning this war, and .J.rc effectively going abcut 
the jcb cf gaining this c.bjectivc. 

It is cnly r€i3.listic, c.f cc-ursc, tc reccgnizc that although the tide 
is beginning tc. turn in .. ur favcr in Scuth Viet Nan, the read tc success 
is gcing tc be a lcng, labcricus, and bl0cdy cnc. In 1962, fer instance, 
the Sc.uth Viet Nan fcrccs suffered 10,000 casualties. However, signi­
ficantly, it is cstinatcd that the Reds suffered 33,000 casualties. 

In shcrt, ooscd upcn ny c.bscrvaticns cf the Hilitary buildup, the 
spirit, and cffcctivGness r_f the fc.rces, the rc.ll:arkc.ble prcgress being 
made with the strn.tegic hanlet strategy, and tho trends cf the ccnflict., 
I believe it justifiable tc ccnCludc that if we c~ntinuc the detercined 
effort in Scuth Vic.t Nao, the cruel Ccr:ununist aggrcssicn in that vitally 
strategic area can be defeated. 

Hcping this roy be cf sene assistance te: ycu, I romin 

Respectful~, 

J.D. Hittle 


