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Attached is a copy of a report rendered by Brigadier General

J. D. Hittle (U.3. siarine Corps Ret.) to Congressman L. Mendel Rivers,
who as Chairman of Subcommittee No., 1 of the House Armed Services
Committee had asked General Hittle for his observations on the
situation in the Republic of Vietnam, based on a recent visit.
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This letter was inserted in thc appendix of the Congressional

Record 3 Junc 1963 by Congressman Rivers., It is desired that it be
given wide dissemination within all components of this command.
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TIDE IN VIET NAM TURNING IN CUR FaV(K,
U.S. GENERAL SaYd

Following is full text of a letter addressed by Brig. Gen. J. D.
Hittle, U.S. harinc Codps, rctired, to Congrcssman L. Mcndel Rivers of
South Carolina in the U.5. Housc of Representatives,

The lctter was in answer, Gen. Hittle said, to Mr., Rivers' request
"that I provide you with a few of ry observations of the situation in
South Viet Nem,.. bas.d upon my rccent visith,

Gen. hBittlc's letter is inscrted in the Appendix of the Congress-
ional Record of Junc 3. The gencral declares that the United States
can beat the Comitalsts 17 "we do not faller in this desperate struggle
for control of viot Lizua". (50

Hon. L. lendel Rivers,
Chairman, Subcommittec No., 1, Armed Services Committce,
U.S. House of rneprescntatives, Washington D.C.

Dear Ir. Chairman:

This is i responss to your rcquest that I provide you with a few
of my obscrvatiens of the situstion in South Viet Wam., These observa-
tions, as you will ricall. arc vased vpen my recent visit to South
Viet Mam, zn congnuy with i, dcscph Lombardo, Senior Vice Commander-
in-Chicf of the Vitoranz of Foreiga wars of the United States. On the
basis of ry ovszrvitions beth 1t Saigen and in the outcr country area,
ard as & result of vy oconvirs:tious with United States and Scuth Vict-
namesce miltitary porscancl and civiiians, it is my firm imprcssion that
the tide has begun te turn in car favor in this bitter war in South
Vict Fam, IF the Unitea States docs not falter in the stretch, we can
win this siruggle, ~nd it is 2 struggle which we cannot, from thc
standpeint of sheor national sccurity, afford to losc.

It is evident that the tremendous cffort over thc past couple of
years by the Unitcd Statcs and by the South Vietnamese Government of
President Diem has reached the point where these forccs arc now pro-
ducing favcrable results,

The basic indicators as to the trend of events arc favorable to
our ciforts. Thecse indicators include the trend in total arcas con-
trollcd by the Communists and the South Vietnamese forces; the trend
in defoctions from the Communists tc the South Vietnamese; the casuwalty
ratios bctwecn the Communists and the South Vietnamesc and the progress
being sc demonstrably achicved in President Diem's strategic hamlet
stratcgy.



The strategic hamlet strategy is basic tc the entirc war in South
Vietnam. It invclves, as I know you are awarc, the concentraticn cf the
populace in fcrtified amd defoended villages., This has a twofold effect:

First, the protcction of the people from Ccmmunist terrerisnm; and
sccond, the depriving of the Communists cf sources cf fced supply, arms,
and personnel for impressment intc their military and supporting forccs,

In the ccurse cf our visit in Scuth Vietnam, Mr. Lombardo and I
visited several stratcgic hamlets, These, I wculd likc tc point cut,
were nct in the Saigen arca where the most irmediatc results might be
expccted, but rather in the forested high plateau country. The stra-
tegic hanlct program, I was rcliably infcrmed, has progressed in a
mest satisfactory manncr and in some areas is almost 90 pcreent comple-
tcd. This represcnts a mest significant achievement cn the part cf
Prcsident Dicn's government,

I nmight menticn alsc that cne ¢f the most significant and pcten-
tially decisive develcpments in Scuth Vietnam has bcen the rclatively
rccent swing of the hiontagnard tribes tc the prc-U.S. government cf
President Diem. The licntagnard's arc an aborigine -- probably Malay --
derivation people, tctaling betwecn probably 400,000 or 600,000,
inhabiting the high plateau fcrest area, alcng the Lactian and Cam-
bodian borders cf Scuth Viet Nam,

These Mentagnards have becn woced by the Reds with promises and
inducerents, becausc cf their importance in the ultimate outcomc cf
this struggle. Howcver, the Hentagnards arc giving their suppert tc
the Dicm gevernment in incrcasingly large numbers. These are two reasons
for this: The terrcrist tactics of the Reds have bocricranged: and the
farsightcd scund pclicics ¢f President Diem's government, with U.S.
advicc and assistance are gaining the confidencc and allegiance of the
Yontagnards.

These tribesmen are intimately acquainted with Red infiltraticn
routes along the Loactian and Cambodian berders. They are natural
guerrilla fightcrs. Althcugh many of them have hunted only with a
cress bow, they respond quickly, as was evidcnt during ocur visit tc a
iontagnard training basc, to modern weapcns and military crganization,
Their support of the anti-Corrwunist gevernment of President Diem ccns-
titutes 2 genuinely sericus setback for the Reds,

One of the mcst interesting but nct surprising aspects cf what is
gcing on in Scuth Vict Nam is the truly magnificent scrvicc being per- =
formed by the U.S. army, Navy, larinc Corps, and air Force personnel
in that arca.

I was particularly impresscd by the cnthusiasnm, tireless efferts,
and high levcl of prcfessicnal competence ¢f the nilitary adviscry tcan
Nc¢, 33 which we visited in Ban lie Thuct. This is an arca ¢f the primi-
tivc liontagnards tribcs, and cne in which the guerrilla warfarc is
bitter. Tc U.S. military perscnnel, whe are living undcr austere



standards, have gaincd the ccnfidence of beth the Scuth Vietnamecse
rcgulars and the licntagnards. For instance, cnc <f the U.S. Army
advisers werking with dHentagnards has censtructed a bambece waterwheel

at the small, but very important lccal agriecultural schccl, 4s ridimen-
tary as this bamboc waterwheel is, it is a ccmplctely new deviece to the
Mcntagnards, whc marvel at its ability tc¢ lift water a few feet from a
small stream and irrigate the vegetable gardens and banana groves. Such
ingenuity amd sincere interest cn the part of the U.S. perscnnel is
typical cf the centributicns which cur forces are making becth in specifie
military mattcrs as well as in eccncemic and sceial endeavers,

In 211 cf my ccnversaticns in Viet Nam with perscnnel cf varicus
ranks, I did nct hecar any ccmplaints or griping as t¢ the duty being
perfermed by them., If I judge cur fighting men correctly, they have nc
rcspect for these whe are urging "bring cur beys heme," from Scuth Viet
Nam. Our nilitary perscnncl there knew the impertance <¢f what they are
dcing, the nccessity, from the standpcint cf U.S. security and that cf
the free woerld, of winning this war, and arc effectively gcing abcut
the jcb <f gaining this cbjective,

It is cnly realistic, f ccurse, tc reccgnizc that althcugh the tide
is beginning tc turn in cur faver in Scuth Viet Nam, the rcad tc success
is gcing tc be a leng, labericus, and blocdy cne. In 1962, fcr instance,
the Scuth Viet Nam fcrces suffered 10,000 casualties. However, signi-
ficantly, it is cstimated that the Reds suffercd 33,000 casualties.

In shert, bascd upen my cbscrvaticns «f the Military buildup, the
spirit, and effectiveness «f thc forees, the remarkable progress being
madc with the strategic hanlet strategy, and the trends of the confliet,
I belicve it Jjustifiable tc ccnclude that if we coentinuc the determined
cffert in Scuth Viet Nam, the crucl Ccrmunist aggrcssicn in that vitally
strategic arez can be defcated.,

Hcping this may bc of scme assistance tc ycu, I remain

Respeetfully,

J. D. Hittle



