
A Critical Analysis oi tue 5trategic HaJlll e"L ..1 rogran. 

·- ,.;ra··· as an effort to counter insurg~~..:y has Leen 

\ n effective practice in the area south uf Saigon for the past 2~ months (april 

9ti~ - Decemb~r l~ti3. D• ring thai. period ,.-e have seen a considerable amot;nt 
-.. ,; • • I 

f F~~gress in certain areas. But I must point out that ~e may be ¥inning these ... 
relected "Lattles" but we .-1re losing the war 

j ,, 

I 
"il1e areas to criticize are hundred-fold, but let us atteu;_f.t to analyie them 

order of priority. .. .... t 1. Continued pressure was never applied on the Viet Cong. The fiet C~ng 

j . 
~ ~£ _pcrha_i.iS the safest man living south of t;aigon. 

.... 

2. ·.,e have att.err-vted to }!lace the vestiges of a su~cessful prusperous 

rui<..:i cu;;,t:unity --schools, healti1 cent.ers, ne~spa ers etc. itn the "st.rategic.:" 

hcudets of the Mekong Delta wi thuut att.acking the basic problems of i&l)lli:p::~xxxxx 

freedom from,dan,er, the slavery ~r the peasant tu the land and the NOeny 

lender. Granted *e have maie at.empts in these areas, but. the diffusion of 
,·n 

. e~fort has resultedAthe solution uf none. It is my contention that if the 

basic ~roblems are solved, the veople will add the·vestiges abovementioned on 

their own ur "·i th a 1r1inimwr of assistance d from the .:_overmt•_,;mt. I must 

qualify this sta~ement Ly excluding poverty stricken areas like tl1e Flain of 

Re~s. 

3 •. The most often cr.:.ticized as }.>eCt of the .t-rubi'ar-- has been tl1e over-

exLension of strntegi~ h mleLs. 3y nature, ti1e st.rat.~ .. i\.; ildmlct ir.:ylies tLat 

it.E lo..:at1.on situuld Le .st.rate;:,i.; 

efiurt ~~ainst the internal euemy. 

Ehouid serve sol:·e f.UrJ.Jo.se in tht: ~.;vcr-all 

In area~ "here this ~redo has been ubtierved • :: 
. -~ 

and effort. has nut been n.ade tu cn.;ompass areas \1hich were not imJ.ortant, "Lhe '"'·( 

:I 
o;:i. ect un t.ne \"ict Cong has been considerable -- it h.as restric"te:.! their muveta£-!'1ts 

. I}· 



! it bas deprived them ai tu a cert.air: ex'tent. of t.i.e mate1·ials needej to 

sustain a guerrilla ~··r and it has deprived them of 

4. The attitudes of the peuple have been considered in ti1eory, 

but. in the desire to press for"ard -- to clear and HCI.D, the feelin~s of the 

peasant have, in fact, been i~nored. 

Kow, it is easy fur a per&un whu hus been "urking in the field to 

~i;c.kx identif,y rhE problems -- II! Ore difficult is the preparation c::.nd 

imfle~entation of realistic plans tu solve them. ~utlined Lelo~ is an attempt 

at a realistic, ¥OSitive, action plan to acco~plish our goal to eliminate 

the Viet Con~ as a threat to the sec~rity of Vietna·r and its present align~·en~ 

~ith the LniteJ 6Lates. 

1. Reorganization of the forces available to more effectively 

JiiiiiiX~Kss.xx pro teet those areas for ~h ich the t.;overn:r,ent has accepted resj;un-

sibility and to put increased pressure on ;_he V1.e"t Cong. 

realistic, field oriented 
2. Determin ed/c•msiderd ti on of the basic }Jl"Obl ems of land ownership 

and usur.v. 

3. irovision of an effective organization to continusously study the 

basic "problems, institue .-ori-.able solutions and follo~o~.· up to see that the 

solutions initiated are ac~uwplishing their goal. 




