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lecentl¥ I read a vert 1Dtereat1Dg a1rsn1a COilCel'Ding the at tu&Uc:m 
1n t.oa. !fbue ._, bow?U, ooe p&J'8gl'apb 111 a tteld v1th vhioh I ave 
~ fwa1Harity, that ta 80 encaeoua that I feel caapelled to taka iaaue 
v!.th it and write 101.1 directly, since it ta attributed to your otfice. 

The :puagrapb ta quoted& 

"1. Both sucoeaatul counte~ open.tioDa (e. 8• Philtppiaea) 
and ef'tect1ve repreaata:aa ~ rewlta vith a lleUUft of popllar support 
(e. &• Jtmgar,y) abov ua that: 

"a. !be:te 818t be ooe a1ngle autbol"ity diftotina the ef'tort, orcbea­
t:ratiDg the abmltaneoua aptU.icattcm of Jll111t.ar¥1 p&l"tailttary, paychol.os1cal, 
a&ld ct vic actic:m at each level of aitm1 uilftJ'atic:m. 

"'b. A prepcmdennce of amed to rae - 011 the order ot 8 to l local 
IJU}Ierlortty - aggxoen1 ~ used, ta nquiftd tor PI'UII•••· 

•c. The atteeted population aurt be naobed and cmtzoll.ed before 
it can be woo - or 11011 back - by tbe &Oft'l'DIIWiW't. 

11 d. Tbe COilduct ot effect! w ope:rattou n.-blea the eat tug of a 
large &Jifle. Look md abooee your spot, bite, cbn', svall.ov, and digeat -
cme atep at a time. ~ political dtl'eO'tiOD looka aDd chooaea, tbe mllitu'7 
bites, tbe mWtary and ~tar)' cbeV, md tum it Oftl' to Je10boloctoal 
mel ei vic action to nal.low and digest vhUe the mUit.a.rJ talr.es emotber po­
ltti~-directed bite." 

1'be Jlhillpptue experience ~ vu quite to the COPtrary. 'lbere 
,.., 1D effect, c:b.lr1Dg the period of tint suceeaa, i. e., late 1950 to t.be 
end ot 19521 a siDgle autbortt.y d11'ect1Dg .ast of tbe uaetul efforts. *ch 
ot tbta work vu not within the Job deacrtptioll or tbe :napcasibUtty of tbe 
Secfttary of Batiooal :Detenae 'but be did it. OD the other nand, ctrtl sowm­
Mnt by elected of'ttciala wa 111 effect 1n all. pop&lated anu. 'flWJ tact 
tlat tbe looal ott1c1ala, 1D 11e11e cuee, up to }II'O'I1Dce SOftl.'DQl" leftl, were 
~ elected by C' r m1at votes aened ratber to ccapl taate tbe ~. 
lfbe onhntratton not inhe~ ,.. ot a d1aacaau08 11h1cb vruld put 
aftrlt.e-gal"de ecapoeero to ebae. 
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The prepcadannce ~ amed f'oroes achieved in t.be PhUippinea 1n teru 
ot local super1or1 ty aewr &ppi'08Ched t.be 8 to 1 figure cited. Bo nliable 
ttaun• extat, although I • ~ to set thea 8Dd hope to be able to pm­
ltah •<Dethin& em thla 1n the DeXt year or two. I lmov det1n1teq at areas 
Vbere IIUCOe&a wa achlewd 1n api te ~ tbe tact that t.be iuurgenta poeeeued 
local superiority (proTince-vtde) Clll the order ~ 3 to 1. It ta certainly 
true tbat t.be aaed torcea IIU8t be uaed assreaat'ft~ Ybe'tbel" their uu.ben 
are auperior to or interior to tboae c4 the tnaurgenta. ' 

Ve did not find 1 t necesaary 1n tbe Ph1.11.ppillea to coot.rol the "a:ttected 
pop.U.attcm" before vtnn1Dg it back to the goteHill&nt. In tact, it ia a Jlia­
naaer, 8Dd1 indeed, a :p~~yehologlcal booby-trap, to apeak ot ccmt.rollJ.ns the 
popU.atiClll 1n ccamectioa vtth the Ph1llpp1ne operatim or, indeed, I beliew, 
of 8117 aucoesstul oounterinaurgency conducted by forces 8Dd a gowrllleDt 
based em that popul.attcm. '!be Phllipplne experieDCe vaa that the support 
ot the popllatica vu a ~ requia1 te to el1a1nation of tbe inii'\U'pll'ta, 
but that the BUPJIOI't of tbe people would not be effective unlesa aU1tar;r 
operat10118 ft88-1nat tbe insurgents vere also effective 1n that a.e area. 

I t1nd it ditn.cult to conaider effective counter1.D8urpDcy operatim 
1n 'tetu of the eating of an apple. 'fr.y1na to adapt to tlat aetapbor, I 
would ~ that aost often 1 t voul.d be the aUi tar;y vho wou ld choose the 
spot, the pol.itical who 1IOUld bite, the peycbologic&l aDd civic acti011 Vbo 
would abev vhUe the llill tary IIWIIl.l.an tboae counterinaurgenta Vbo haft re­
stated the peyabolog1cal abevtn&. Actually 1 tbeae opera"tic:ma 1 of course 1 
go on at.ul:taneousq, v1 th the paycbol.ogic&l and intelligence actions wsually 
1n the lead, toll.aw:d ratmr cloeely by the ll111tary IIDd civic action pbuea 
ot tbe operation. Desirably, tbey should go 011 cmtr all the a:ttected areu, 
a1. though 1n cues vbrmt the counteri.naurgeDCy ia w1l deftloped or the friendly 
forces 11aited, either 1n ZNIIIbera or ill ability, it might be neceaaa:ry to giw 
priority of effort to certain ueaa vhUe neglecting the othen in all except 
the intelligence and paycbologlcal operatioo aapecta. 

J'1nelly1 the equa'tiOD of the Ph1lipp1De and the ll&lnpl1.u experlnce 
seau extraordi.Dar1l.y tar-fetched. In the cae case, the effort -.. cODChacted 
by 1.ndigenoua force• UDder a pop.U.arly elected aovel'DMnt v1 th extraely 11 ttle 
outside uaiatauce. In the other case, a pop1lar nYOlution ._. cJ'USbed by 
Jllil1 tar.y action almost vbol.q ~t U1Ql tbe app.UaatiOD of outaide force. 
Moat a1pit1CaDtl¥ 1 tbe PhU.iwt.De gowZIIEDt z taed in poRI" not ODl.y vi th 
tbe uaent but vith tbe auptOrt ot the goyemed and tbe ampri.an :rwp. ia 
dependent upon outside npport for ita ccmttmaed exi•tence. 

The probl.• 1n X..O. -.y vell be IIU8cept1ble to solutioa by the etrec'tiw 
appllcatioo ot tbe philoaopby and teclmique• of counteri.D.aurpncy deftloped 
ill tbe PbiliJIPinea. Cert.ainly, this aeca to be true ot the ratb!r IIOJ'e highly 
de'ftloped 1n8urgency 1n VietDa ~. leitber countzy otters 8117 hope tar 
aucoesatul elim1Dation of cc mi at illaurpnay by the taetiaa used 1n am&I""Y, 
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or 1n ~ tor that ~~atter. It r.atna to be seen ir the tu.tul'e Yill 81 w 
the c.._,m1ata the opportunity to apply the Jlmgar1an tecl:mique to theae 
natione. 

I hope that tbeae unaolici ted caaenta Y1ll be taken 1n the apiri t 
1nteaded - aa an etfort to contribute to a bette2' understanding of certain 
sianiticant aapectll ot aucceaatul counteri.n8u.rpncy and not aa captioua 
C&l"piDg or uosy n1 t-picldng. !he paper to vhich tbey rerer 11a11 very in­
teresttna, IIDd evideDced IIUCh thougbt and vol'k em the ~ intenating 
situation you have there. 

Sincerel.y, 

C 'l R Bobanzum 


