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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD July 12, 1963

FROM: R. C. Phillips, Assistant Director for Rural Affairs
SURJECT: Couversation with Genersl Van Thanh Cao on 11 July 1963

Genoral Van Thanh Cao, Delegue to the Eastern Provinces, told me
at 7:30 p. m., 11l July, that he had jJust come fyoma an informal meeting
of all Vietnanese Army Genersals with Counsslor Whu. Meeting had been
called by Nhu with apparent approvel of the Presidsnt.

During the meeting, Hhu discussed the Buddhist problem very frankly,
adnitted that the Government had zade mistakes and solicited the coopera-
tion of the generals in surmounting the crisis. At the same time, he an-
nounced tine Government's intention to appoint to sctive position, those
generals who were currently without jobs.

Generals Le Van Xin and Fham Zuan Chieu were 0 be sppointed as In-
spectors of the Strategic Hanlet prograa vhile General Mai Huu Xuan would
be reassigned to iatelligence dutiss.

In the course of the meeting, Counselor Nhu strongly criticised Ngo
Dinh Canh's handling of the situation i{n Hue, cherscterizing it as "stupid.”
He also criticized Bishop Thue for abusing his position by utilizing ermy
trucks to carry sand and cement for a building he was constructing. Fuu
asked Geonsral Hnien to stop supplying the Bishop with trucks or any other
assistance.

Aceording to General Cao, the meeting wvas marked hy s free excharge
of opinions and Nhu 444 not 40 all of the talking. At the end of the meet-
ing, §hu said he wanted to continus to have an informl weekly meeting with
all the generals.

General Cao said he believed that Counselor Rhu hed concluded that
the Government's situation vas desparate and had tharefore decided to
change his tactics. Cso's inpression was that vhat Nbu had to say wvas
well received hy the generals and that & very critical situatioc had been
relieved, at lesst teuporarily. (General Cao is not accepted as a "meber
of the cludb” by the other generals. Thersfore, his opinion of their re-
ceptivity was necessarily based on the overt reagstions he oould observe.)
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at 7:30 p. m., 1} July, that he bad Just come fro=: an ianfor-al ceeting
of all Vietoanese Ay Generals with Counselor Mhu. HMeeting had been
called By Nhu with apparest spproval of the President.

During te neeting, Ehu discussed the Puddi:ist problar very fraukly,
adritted that the Govermzent had ueade mistakes and solicited the coopera-
tion of toe generals in surmounting the crisis. At the sazs tire, he an-
nounced toe Qovernment's Lmtention to appoint to astive position, those
genarals wiio were currently without Jode.

Generals le Yan Kiz and Fhax: Xuas Chieu vere to bde appointed as In-
spectors of the Strategic Hanlet prograa vhile General ail Huu Xuan would
be reassigned to intelligence duties.

In the eourse of the :eeting, Counsslor Muu strongly eriticized Sgo
Dinh Canh's bandling of the situation in Hue, charscterising it as "stupid.”
He als0 criticized Rishop Thue for adusing his position Wy utilizing ary
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asked General Nniex t0 stop mupplying the Bishop with trucks or aay other
assistance.

According t0 Ceneral Cao;, the reeting wvas marked by a free exclmige
of opiniouns and Hhu 4id not do all of the talking., At the end of the =eet-
ing, ihu sald he wvanted to contimue to have an inforsoml weekly zeeting with
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General Cao said ne bBelieved that Counselor Nuu had concluded that
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change his tacties. Cao's Lnpression wes that vhat Nhu nad to say vas
well received by the generels and that a very criticel situation had been
relieved, st least tesporarily. (General Cwo is not accepied as a "me-dber
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