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Mr. William C. Trueheart, Charge d'Affsires August 16, 1963
ad interim

Rufus C. Phillips
Assistance to FAR Battalion 33

1. During my recent stgy in Hue, I wvas briefed on 12 August by
General Tri, Commandar of the lst Division, ARVN, and his G-2, Captain
Minh, on the status of FAR Battalion 33.

2. At the beginning of the briefing I explained to GCenaral Tri that
USOM/Vietnam had been asked to look into the possibility of supplying
rice and other assistance to FAR Battalion 33 vhich was reported to be
starving and I would appreciate any informmtion he could give me sbout the
status of the Battalion and of any assistance the GVN was giving it. Gen-
eral Tri and Captain Minh then gave me (along with Mr. Helbe, U. 5. Consul
at Hue, Mr. Greiner of CAS, Mr. Asbher of USIS, Lt. Col. Dunlap of MAAG,
and Mr. Maynard of USOM) a very detailad run~down on the PAR Battalion
and ARVN contact with it. Afterwards, he gave ms saeveral papers plus a
map (which are attached) vhich cover moet of the information given in the
triefing.

3. Several lmportant points vere made during the briefing which do
not, however, show up in the attached papers. Accarding to Gemsral Tri,
the lst Division bas had a five man intelligence tesm with the FAR Bat-
talion for several mounthse. The Division is fully aware of their require-
memts, its representatives having personally visited all the unite. At
present, the Battalion and the population are having difficulties in feed-
ing themselves but are not actually starving. Gensral Tri has been nego-
tiating with the FAR Commander for some time and has recently concluded
an agreesgnt with him to exchange 500,000 VN Flastres for lL=zo Kip esch
month in order to permit the Leo to purchase foodstuffs in Vietnam. ARVN
will also supply the Lao with vehicles and gasoline. In return for ti:is,
the FAR Battalion has sgreed to carry out intelligence sctivities for the
let Division (covering the main infiltration routes between Houel Sane
and Tchepone) and to provide cover for intelligence and sebotage activi-
ties of VN special foreces-type teams. According to General Tri, this
agremaent had besn concurred in by the Presidsent and he is expecting funds
to put it into effect.

4, General Tri mede the point several times that due to the situation
the leo Battalion found itself in, it had in the past played ball vith

CO‘GFIDENTIAL

Downgraded at 3-year intervals
Daclasgified after 12 yesrs.



-2 -

botn sldas. Although tie leo Commender is anti-commnist in kls beliefs, no
activities of any conssaguence nave been carried out asgainst tne Fptnet leo.
Gonaral Tri made it clear that he2 did not anticipate any reel action from the
Bettalion, but that he believad the advantegesa to be derived from monitoring,
if a0t metually controlling, the infiliration between Houel Sanag and Tehepone
were 80 great that it was well worth tryiang to assist and usz ths Battalion.
de falt that adagquate cooperation could be obtained dy carefully controlling
the grantiug of assistance. (enaral Tri asked that any assistance granted be
chennalled through, and carefully coatrolled by ARVN, expressing a conviction
that cooperation receivad {rom the Battalion would otherwise be minimal.

5. During the briefing it was stated that the Lao would need rice in
addition tc the axchange funds mentioned in the attached papers, although
this 18 not stated In the documents. This 1s apparent {rom the relatively
small amount o money proposed (o be exchanged monthly, and the reduction
by nearly cne-third from the nominal ration value. This point, as well as
the discrepancy between strength breakdown and total strength for rations,
of the Lao Beottalion, nseds Durther clarification.

6. Generzl Tri and his starf gave me the lmpression of knowing exactly
what they wzre zbout. I indicated o anim that i1 was vary doubtful thai we
would be ablz to assist with any funds, but that we might be abvle to help
with supplies in kind, i required. This could be done by making purchases
at suang Tri, tarough ocur provineizl representatives, of supplies wuich
would then be turned over to ARVN or delivery to Lao Bao, and pick-up by the
Las. Gemeral Tri said itnat this ;wocedure would be agreesble to him.

-

(. Comiermis and Recommendations:

a. General Tri wes fran: and open in his presentation, which appeared
to ba entirely abova-board. The lmpression was given that American support
and participation were welcome. I believe that Genersl Tri's analysis of the
gituation 8 correct. and I sgree with his view that assistance should dbe
chennelled through ABVN and carefully controlled in order to assure the
continued cooperation of the Loao Battalion.

b. Based on ti:e foregoing, I would be happy to contact Secretary
Thuan to determine i{f, and how, the GVE nlans to support Generasl Tri's agree-
ment. Following that, I suggest o meeting with CAS and HAC-V to discuss hov
American support and participation should be handled.

ce: #r. J. L., Breunt, Director, USOHH
Jr. D, R, Smith, O8A
Major General R, G, Stilmell, J-3, HAC-V
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