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Aaaistance to FAR Batt.allon 33 
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l. Duri.n6 J/J:f recent stay in Rue 1 I vu brie:t'ed on 12 August by 
General 'l'ri, Ccmltandar of tbe lat Diviaiou, ARY'll, and his G-2, Captain 
MiDh, on tbe atatua or FAR Battalion 33· 

2. At the beginning ot the briefing I explained to General 'l'ri that 
USOM/Viet.naaa had been asked to look into the poaaibilit7 of auppl.yi.Dg 
rice &ad other aaai.tance to FAB Be.ttal1on 33 which vaa reported to be 
atarvi.ns aDd I would appreciate aD)' i.n1"olwwtian be cou.l4 give ma about the 
atatua of the Ba.tt.allon and of a:rtr auiiJt.e.Dce 'the G'¥1 vu givina it. Gen­
eral 'l'ri a.ud Captain Minh tben pve • ( a.l.oDc vit.h Mr. Helbe, U. S. Coa.8U.l 
at Itue, Mr. Greiner of CAS, Mr. Aaber ot OBIS, Lt. Col. Dunlap of tv1AAG, 
and Mr. MQDard of tJSCI() a very detailed run-d.clm on the FAR Be.tt.alion 
aDd AR'fll ccmtact. vith it. Mterva:rda, be save - aeveral pa:pera plua a 
-.p (which are attached) vbieh conr 11108t of the in~tion given in tbe 
briefing. 

3. Several iaporta.nt points were ll8de during tbe briefing 'tf'hicb do 
not, b.ovever, abov up 1n the attached pa.pera. AccCll."d.1.ns to General Tri, 
the let Diviaion baa had a f'ift man intelligence tea vith the FAR Bat­
talloa tor several .ontha. '!'be Diviaioo ia ~ ava.re of their requi.re­
III!IDts, its re:p:n-eentatives baviDS pereonaJ.l¥' visited all the unite. At 
preMnt, tbe Battalion and the popu.lation are having 41tficulties in feed· 
ina ~lvea but are DOt aet.ua.ll,r ~. Genllral Tri baa been Dllt&O­
tiati.ng vith the li'AR C• 'nMr tor ec.. tiae and ba8 recently conclurle4 
an 8Sl uarnt with hiJI to excbanp SOQ,(X)() VI f'ia.a'tres far Lao Kip each 
110nth in order to penU.t the lao to purcbe.ae foodstuf'ts in Viet.naa. .A1ml 
will aleo supply the Lao with -vehicles and suoline. In return for this, 
the FAR Battalion baa asreed t.o ce.:ITJ out :l.ntel..l:l.gence activities for the 
1Ift Division (coverin& the llain infiltration routes bertnen Hauei Banet 
and 'l'cbepoae) aDd to provide cover for 1ntel.l.1pnoe and ae.botap acti vi­
ties of V1t sp&cial torces-t1'P8 ~. According to General 'l'ri, this 
~ had been CODCUrred 1n by the PreaideDt. and he ia expecting 1."und8 
to pu.t 1 t into effect. 

4. General 'l'ri EdAt tbe point several tiMe that due to the situation 
tlle Lao Battal.ion found itaelr in, it had 1n the past pJ.a¥ed ball ·.rith 
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both sides. illthough tHe Lao Commander is a.nti-coumunist in his bclie!'s, no 
aetivit1as of S..'1Y co:1Sequ.ence have been carried out against tne ?atnet t.e.o. 
General Tri made 1t clear that t.a did not anticipate a..w real action !'rom the 
Battalion, but the.t he believsd the a.dvantegea to be derived frr...m1 ~onitoring, 
i!' ;lot actutt.l.ly controlli:lg, tile infiltration between Houei Saw.:t end Tchepone 
ftre ao great that it ila.B well worth trying to a.ssist and 'J.&e the Ba.ttal.ion. 
:ae felt t.bat adequate cooperation could be obt.a.iood by ca.Ntully controlli::l8 
tbe granting of aas:ista.nee. General Tri a.aked that a.v- asaiata.nee granted be 
channelled through, a."ld caref'ull.y cont.rol.led by /\llYN, expressing a conviction 
that cooperation received from tbtl .Battalion vould otherviae be mini.mal. 

5. During the ·briefing it vas stated that tbe Lao vwld. need rice io 
addition to the axcha."lge t'U..'1da mentioned in the attached papers, although 
this ia not. stated in t..'&e documents. T'nis is apparent f'rom the relatively 
81Mll BJIOU!lt o: .. money proposed to be excha."''ged !llOnthl.y, and the reduetion 
by Marly ona-tbird !"ram the nominal ration value. This po!.nt, aa well aa 
the diacrepancy between strength breakdown and total strength t'or rations, 
of the Lao Battalion, needs furt!ler clar:lfication. 

6. General Tri and his stat'f gave me the impression of' k.."llW'ing exactly 
what. they w~re about. ! indicated to n.im. that it vas very doubtful that n 
\IOUld be ab.le to assist w-ltn any 1\mds, but that W"e might be able to help 
w-ith supplies in kind, if retqu.ired. '!'his could be done by making purc.ba.Hs 
e.t ·<iuang Tri, t.urough our provlncia.l r-.r,tJresentatives 1 of supplies ·.P •. dch 
wuld the..'l be turned over to fu"'lVN tcr deli. very- to Lao Ba.o, and pick-up by the 
Lao. Genera.l Tri oa.id that this tJl"OC<Idure vould be agreeable to him. 

1 • COl:lllenta and RecCIIIllellda.tiona · 

a.. General Tri ve.s fra.o..Y. a.'1d open 'i.n his presentation, vhich appeared 
t.o '00 !!ntirely abov3-boa.rd. ~e :.m:Pretss1on wus given that 1\merican support 
and. participation W"ere welcome. I believe t.hat General Tri 's anal,ysis of the 
si t'US.tion i.a correct. and I agree vi t.h b.is view that assistance ah0"<.1ld be 
cba.o.nelled through !\BVN' and c.e.re.f'ull;y cont.J."'lled in order to assure the 
continued cooperation of tne Lao Battalion. 

b. :Based on tb:t foregoint;, I V'OUld be happy to contact Secretary 
Thuan to deter.n:ine if, n.'ld beN, t.he GVli plans to support General Tri' B agree­
ment. Follow1.n,s that, I suggest 1;1 meet!..:.:lg v1th C,\S and t.lAC~V to discuss nov 
American aupport and participation should be handl.ad. 

cc ~ fl~r. J. L. Breot, Dinctor, tJSm: 
:~. D. R. Smith t OSA 
,·.1njor General R. G. Sti.mel1 1 J-3, HAC-V 
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