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Ambassador Hanry Cabot Lodge August 24, ix
Rufus Phillips
Couversation with General Le Van Kim ou 23 August 1703

1. The following are statements wmade to ne by General Le Vau Kirn,
currently acting as Deputy for Public Relations to General Dou, during the
course of a conversation with him on 23 August 1963. General Kim is en old
personal friend and asked that tinis coaversation be kept in thne closest
personal confidence. ;

2. General Kim opened the coaversatioan by saylug, bitterly, tnat the
Army is ..ow acting as the puppet of Counsellor Nhu, who tricked it into
estgblishing martial law. The Army, including Generals Dink and Don knew
nothing of the plans to raid Xa Lol and tue other pagodas. Tois was carcled
out by Colonel Tung's Special Forces and the Cambat Folice oa Fhu's 3ecret
orders. Hau is now in control aud Geuveral Doa is takiag orders directly
from hin.

3. According to Kim, 1426 people (Buddnist monks and layuen) have
been arrested. All of tihe explosives and srms found 1a the pagodas wvere
planted., Now the populatios Lelieves the Army was responsible {or ihe
repression of tue PBuddhists and is turning against twue Ariy. Unlesstuis
situation is corrected and the people are told the truth, the Arpy will be
seriously handicapped ia its fight against tne Cowminis ts.

4. Genersl Xim said that students from t.e Feculties of ledicine
and Pharuacy had ueld demonstrations in the moraning of the 23rd. Kim
felt these denonstrations were bound o spread, that the situdents were
on the vergs of visleuce. Riot cortrol briefings uad just bee: glven
to ARVN units leaders o: tihe worming of the 23rd and Lo i.oped violeace
between the Army and the students could be avoided. However, Nhu had
ordered Cao Xuac Vy (Directar General of Youth) to organize a nassive
deuonstration of the Republican Youth involving over 500,000 people Tor
the 25th of August. Kim belleved that such a demonstration, if it could
be organized, would produce o riot of uninagineble proportions and, thare-
fore, rust be avoilded., He sald ue doubted that Nhu would listen to any
countrary advice about tne demonstration.

5. 1 asked Kim if tue Army was united. e szid that Bhu had deli-
berately split trne cormand between Colouel Tung, Geasersi Dinn ang General
Doa aad was dealing witi each seperateiy. Doc (who is ais brother-ia-liaw)
does a0t comand such natursl supporc nnong the officer corps but nost of

e e e e e



i ot e ana mms -

the other fereruls and senior officers, he falt, could be railiad around
him (Don). Tre ksy question was where 4did tue U, 5. stand. I the U, 3.
took a clear stadl agalast the Sla's and in support of Army action to
remove them from 1.8 Goverament, L.a Aray (with the eaxesptiosn of Colounasl
Tung) would uilte Zu support of sucih an action and would be adble to carry

it out. iie felt that retaining toe lresident, sven thoug: he personally
did not like hin, would be preferabla providing all ligo fazlly infiusuce
could be nermanently and effeetively eradicated. It was not jJust a questlion
of gattlag rid of the Rau's, he said, bdut of als0 ramoving treir followers
from the scena,

6. Fiaally, Kim said that L2 and Sevan othar general olficers had
bean obligad on 22 August to sign an ocath of loyalty to President Tle-
vhicn fully supported tha aetions taken by the Government against t.e
Buddhists. He said the U. S. must not de fooled by this docwnent, thet
the vast majority of the Aty ard nmost of i1he Cenerals wiho signed uhe
docuaent, did ncot approvs of the ropression of the Buddhists but had to
sig: at tois tinme or cynome themsalvas to individual alimination oy
Counsellor Hhu.

ce: 2. Trusheart
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