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Conversation with General 14 Van Kim on 23 August l':i63 

1. The following are statements made to r.te by General Le Vf3.J.1 Kir.t, 
currently acting as Deputy for Public Relatipns to General Don, during the 
course of 3 conversation with hir.l on 23 August 1963. General Kim is an old 
personal friend and asked that this convercatior~ be kept L1 tne cl,:;el!st 
persooo.l confioonce. 

2. General Kim opa:1ad the coavarsat::Uon by sayir.og, bitterly, ti1at -::.:1e 
Army is .1ow acti:lg as til.:! puppet of CI)Unsellor Nhu, w!1o tricked it into 
establishing martial law. The Arrey, including Generals Dinh a:1d Don knew 
notbi."lg of the plans to raid Xa Loi a:l:d the other pagodas. 'l'"..1is Jtas ca.r:c ieJ. 
out by Colo~1el 'l1ung•s Special Forces a.:.1d the Combat Folica o:1 :r:,u •.s 3ecret 
orders. N'rm is :;.ow in control aud Ger:.eral DO'.l is tak.L1g ordars directly 
from bit:1. 

3. According to Kir:l, 1426 people (Buddhist ;aon.ks and laytJen) have 
been arrested. All of tile explosives and a.rrns found ia the pagodas were 
pla.'1ted. I'Jow the populati0;1 believes the .Ar.r,:y was responsible for the 
repressio;J of t.lle Buddhists anci is turning against t.i:.e P.:ri:zy. l!alssthis 
situation is corrected and the people o.re told tte truth, the Arr:.ry will be 
seriously ha.ndica._pped b its fight ccaili.St t.ue Co;c.::run:ls ts. 

4. General Ki.Jt, said that students from t:,e Faculties of :-~dicine 
and Pharmacy had t1eld demm1strations in tJ.1e !!lorning of the 23rd. Kim 
felt these d.e1onstratioas were bou:-..d to spread, that the at·,!dents were 
on the verge of Yi.olence. Riot co1trol br:i.efings ijad just 000;: given 
to ARVlq U!lits leaders o;: t.ile wornirl{; of the 23rd and he i,o:r..ad. violence 
between the Army and the studet1ts c~ld be avoided. However, Nhu ~lad 
ordl!red. Cao X1.tru1 Vy (Director General of Youth) to or~a.nize a r:lll.Sslva 
de111onstration of the Hepubllcau Youth involvi.llg over 500,000 people for 
the 25th of Au3Ust. Kim believed that S'J.ch a demo~stration; if it could 
be organized, would produce o. riot of unir.'!B.gi:1able proportions o..:ul, thare­
fore, mus'c be avoided. He said i.~e doubted that l'ihu voold liste-.l to u:ny 
C07ltrary advics about tne demonstratio:1. 

5. I asked K:i.m if tile l..rav was u.::1ited. .=re said that !'ihu ;,<::W. d1.::1:> 
oorately split. tt1e cocnuand ootwee~1 Colouel '1\L-,g, Qe,1arr.l DL.L ::Ui.<.i General 
Doa ald. was dealing witi1 ea.cl1 sevc.ra'tel~l· Dor: (who is his brutoor-i.a-lo.w) 
doos ,1ot cor~ta."ld n~u.ch ::at ural suppor c C..;.'10ng the officer corps bt1t nest of 
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the other :;er:ertLls ar.td aenior ot'ficera, he t'litlt, cau.ld. be ra.lliad around 
him (Don). Tn<! key question was ifbe'N did ~ut U. s. sta.nd. If the U. S. 
took a clear sta::od against the rtlru. 's and in support of .Artry a.C'tio:1 to 
remove them from -:. . .a Gover:wemt, ~-a A:r;r.y (ilitl:. tb\1 axccr;tion of Colo:~l 
Tung) vould. udUl ::..,1 support of sue:. a...'1 actio:! a:ut ..ro·..:ld be eble t.o ea.rry 
:t out. lie felt tha.t nta.inin& the l:'rE!Sident, even th~ ha pc-sonal~ 
did not lilt:~ !tiL;, \IO"Illd ba prefera.b:!..l providi.'lg all ~lgo ramUy i:li'lue:I.Crl 
could be permaaently and erteetiva}3 eradicat.ed. It vaa !lOt juat a queetlon 
of' ptt1.1g rid of t.l.J.Q !fAu •a, he Bllid, but of' &lao ~ing tt:eir foll.oo.tere 
fran the see~. 

6. FLMll.ly, Aim ea:Ld that !.1~ aad l:kl'l3n otha.:- senor&l o!'ticl:ln ~lad 
bHn oblig~ o;l 22 Ausuat to aiga an o:lt.h ot loya.lty to :~s:l.rien~ :i:r!.lit.:. 
1thich tu.J.l.y supported the actions take·1 by the ~~ egainet t:ce 
lb1dh 1ata. Re said the U. S • must not be fooled by this document , the:t 
the vaat. maj~ity or tba A.-::q a.--.! noat of tae Gr..rala v'r•O signed t.he 
docuaent, did not appr::we of' the repression of the Buddhists but had to 
aig:l at t.n::.a t'l:~ or c~"e the!'.":.Ml'.res to tndividual al.L~inatior. ·ay 
CCIU'IlMllor Nhu. 




