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Conversation wit~ Dr. Tuyen August 9 

. Th: disc~ssio~ dealt i~litially with my request for Tuyen • s help 
1~ gett1ng haJor B1nh to work in real harmony with us in Chuong Thien 
B1nh has a close relationship with Tuyen., Tuyen said he would be seei~­
soon and r.ould help. o Binh 

Duri~g th~s part of the talk I made clear we believed it wus possible 
to work w1th B1nh and the central government in reaching a common policy 
i~ Chu?ng Thien, but that changes were necessary. I said that while Major 
B1nh w1shed to concentrate on controlling the people we wished to concentrate 
on winning their support. 

The conversation then turned to the general situation. Tuyen said 
the situation has reached an impasse, and implied, as he had several times 
before in the discussion, that the government was too inflexible. 

I asked what he thought the Anericans should do. He said we should put 
ourselves in a stror..g position to ensure that if there was a coup in Saigon 
the nilitary would continue to carry on the war against the Corn.:c1unists in 
the countryside and not lose heart or march on Saigon. He mentioned General 
Cao as an example. The Seventh Fleet should make a show of force off North 
Viet Nam in event of trouble in Saigon, Tuyen said. 

I said this might be possible sone distance from Saigon but near the 
caoital I doubted we would be able to exert much direct influence over 
military leaders if Saigon exploded. At any rate, I said, this would be a 
negative u.s. position. What could we do positively, and again, I ?aid it 
was hoped a real coumon ground could be found ·;:ith the government_ 1n deed 
as well as Yiord. &vv 'i:.J1J.. J), V N ~ 

Tuyen replied he had his doubts since changes ould involve not 
rational policy shifts but changes of euotions and deep-seated attitudes 
on the p~rt of a snall group (presumably the family). It would take a 
miracle, he said. 

I said Hr. Lodge might be the miracle. He said the situation might get 
worse with Lodge. I said it v,as too soon to tell.. He agreed. 

Comments: Assuming Tuyen is planning, he appare~tly.was feclin~ usi~ut 
on an assurance to ... our influence to hold hRVN qu1et 1n the co~h~s e 
while the government changed in Saigon. This su~ge~ts any pla::a:
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involve a.lightn~ng take-over compl.etely from W1t:~~idr::~e~equire much 
overt strike aga1nst the Pal.ace• . d t l.l me Tuyen obviously is worried 
military backing. l·:y Vietnamese fr1en s e 

and under strain.( T ~ ~ 
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