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The Amba.aaador 

Rufus Pbillipa 

,;) .lS "" .l:'i .111 .a: ------

Conversation vltb a uau.all;y reliable, well-informed so..rce 
on 2 Se~r 1~63 

l. Source asked me to varn tba ~ican n secret !MrV'ice ., that Nhu 
would make a maJor attempt to 1Dcriainat.e it; that the article in tbe 
TiMs ot Vietnaa vaa onl.y tbe beginning. Sow:'ce said tbat tbe Americans 
should be particularly vary of possible provocateurs and penetrations. 
He was not a'beolute~ certain but believed tbat llhu had al.roa4y :penetratad 
the "aecret aerviee" and would produce IIK8t concrete eTidence of tb is. 
Much of tbe attack would probab~ focus on USIS as a cover mechanism of 
tbe ,. secret service.·: 

2. Source also lnfOl"'Md II& that the Papal Del.At&ate, Asta, and the 
Italian .Ambuaador vere att.-ptiDg to persuade Mr. tfhu to leave Vietnam, 
Be did not believe tba.t Nhu voul4 honestly agree to leave or that the 
Preat&mt would agree to hie leavi.Dg unless saaeono repl&ced him who 
also bad the President's confidence. 'lb.e o~ person suitable as a. re­
plac.ent would be tbe youngest brother, Kao Dtnh lAJ.y'en, now Ambassador in 
Lvodon. Luyen, accordi.n& to aource, bad the respect and liking of the 
Arw,:t, the flexibility needed to deal vitb tbe situation and to rally good 
people again around tbe President. B.01tever, he felt it might be difficu.lt 
to persuade Lu;yen to coaae. The only parson who might be able to persuade 
him, he thought, vas General Lansdale. 

3. In ansnr to a question on hi& opinion of Tbuan as a posaible 
replac-.n t for libu, if be vent, source said that be felt this would be 
going frail bad to worse. Thuan, he said, is widAtly known to be tborougnl_v 
di&bonest and he is, therefore, not respected by the A:n!rJ or civilians. 
Moreover 1 trnu completely controll<td 'nluan si.nee he (llhu) had a compl.i!te 
doasier on Thuan •a illegal f1nanc1a.l transactions and f'tmd transfers t 
French &Dd Svisa banks. Nhu coald have Tbuan jailed in an instant by 
reveal.iQ6 this evidence to tbe Preaicient or be could be.ve him a.saasainated 
and Tbuan k:ncN it. Therefore, a replacC~~SD~mt of l'bu by Thuan, as the chief 
adviaor to the President, would only result in a retention of :.he Nhu 
entourage and business as usual by this entO\.;rage ~ing Nhu's a.bseuee. 
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Info~ation 'frail a Reliable Vie-t~&'! Journa.l111t in Co:1t.aet with 
Coltn<1l Huon.~, Chief ot Otatt at. tOO Preside~ 

un 3 3eptdlaber, Col.arlol ihJong aid tbat. 'lOW' Nhu vas 
"xtrer.at 1;1 happy aDd conf"14errt.. On 3 ~ Dhu told 
r~ t:nat tbe ~ period ...ras over. ~·· 'N 
at.a.tet!W)nt meant 1 in e.f"t"Kt , that the U. S. bas back.ad 
down. Nhu ea1d t.b<t oppoat t ion had ao t.roopa or guts. 
'.!he u. s. 'I&S on.l;y COIBCel'1le4 about the milit.s.l7 situation. 
5o long u be ( Bhu) cou.ld llh011 progreaa Jdll tariq, t.be 
u. 5. ~ould baok b.ta. l'ibu • .,.. not concerned. a.lx'Nt T:ri 
:,;uang 1 88ylng be WU 'bou&bt b.1 the u • $ • loDa Bg0 • By 
l"UU'JC)r8 and :.rord.-or -1110\ltb aprae41ng t.h.o ator:r tbat ·~ 
1ol'U "l:)l)ugbt," Jlbu. said 1M voul4 Ul'Jilercut Tri ~'I.'IILZJ8·8 
poattion. 




