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Rufus Phillips

Conversation with a usually relisble, well-informed source
on 2 Saptember 1963

1. Source sasked me to warn the American “sacret saervice’ thst Nhu
would make a major attempt to incriminste it; that the article in the
Timea of Vietnsm was only tbe beginning. Source said that the Americans
should be particularly wary of possible provocateurs and penetrations.

He was not abeolutely certain but believed that Whu had already penetrated
the "secret service” and would produce some concrete evidance of this.
Much of the attack would probably focus on USIS as a cover mechanism of
the 'sscret service.’

2. Source also informed me that the Papal Delsgate, Asta, and the
Italian Ambassador vere attempting to persusdes Mr. Whu to leave Vietnam.
He did not believe that Hhu would honestly agree to laave or that the
Presidsnt would agree to his leaving unlass someong replaced him who
also had the President's coafidence. The only person suliable as a re-
placement would be the youngest brother, Ngo Dinh luyen, now Ambassador in
London., luyem, according to source, had the respect and liking of the
Army, the flexibility needed to deal with the situation and to relly good
people again arcund the President. However, he felt it might be difficult
to persuade Luyen to come. The only person who might be sbla to persuade
him, he thought, was Genersl Lansdale.

3. In answer to a gquestion on his opinion of Thuan as & possible
replacement for Nhu, if he went, source said that he felt this would be
going from bed to worse. Thuan, he said, is widely xnown to be thoroughly
dishonest and he is, therefora, not respected by the Army or civilians.
Moreover, Kuu completely controlled Thuan since he (Nhu) had 2 complate
dossier on Thuan'a illegal financiazl transactions snd fund transfers t-
French and Svwias banks. Nhu could have Thuan Jjalled in an instant by
revealing this evidemce to the President or he could heve him assassinated
and Thuan knew it. Therefore, a replacement of Nhu by Thuan, as the chiefl
advisor to the President, would oanly result in o retention of the Nhu
sntourage and business as usual by this entovrage during Nhu's absence.

TR DA

i
SECRET oawngraded at Jd-¥

ear .t ¥nidw
- - Dazlassified after 18 yoars.



SECPET
The Anbassador Saptenber L4, 1963
Rulfs Thilliss

Information fromw a Relisble Vietowws: Journalist in Contzet with
Colonal Zuong, Chief of Staff et the Presidency

‘m 3 September, Colmel luong said that now Nhu was
axtrermly happy and confident. On 3 Septeader Ihu told
duong that the dangerous period was over. Xemnedy's TV
statement meant, in effect, that the U. S. has backad
down. ¥Nhu said the opposition had no troops or zuts.
‘he U. §. was only concernad about the military situation.
50 long as e (¥hu) could shov progress militarily, the
U. 5. vould back him. Hhu vas not concerned sbout Tri
‘mang, saying be was bought by the U. 5. long sgo. By
rmors and vord-of-mouth spraading tha story that Juang
a3 bought,” Nwmu said he would undercut Tri Juang's
poaition.





