" FCRET

Tha Anbeasedor Booavber 5, LA
Zufus Alllime

Corpsonris of Colooel Homng Van Lac, Chief of ihe revmenent Durenn: of
Intersiasisterial Comittee on Strnteagic Homlats ocu 5 Sept ssber.

1. Colomszl lee 18 the alghly competant YViatamwsse officer o charge
of the oifics w.lch runs the Stretegic Haalot ‘rogrem. e {8 an mowest,
lavel-bhoaded, patriotic officaor, ittt erorml political smbitions.
Fe saldom ocompentis oo p0lities.

2. Colonsl lec sald that the Srategic Bealst rusrss asd grostly
slowed dow: 1 progress over the past 3 monthe bacause o tae diversion
of official etiention tO zhe Duddnist roblam sod dotariareting ralations
betwsan Vistomeneo and uericans. He word On 1o sey tat good rilations
boteoon Auericans aad Vietnmasse ware absolutely essentizl (o the auecsss
of the wmogrem.

3. Colannl jac sald be had made Lis vises clamr to Ainistar Luowmg
{Interior) and Thusn (Defenee) that warlcan cooperation was assentlial
and that the progrem bed perticularly datariorsted in toe Delta. Colounel
lee sald e told both ministers thmt Whe ooz was et predent 2 Mailoe
fa the Dalia, 71U, the axception of axiicos of Kien Hoa, Kien 'hong and
An Glemg Provinces.

4, Colonal Lac said he regrotied muxl deplorad tie mrticles opipuaring
1s the Tines of Vistosm and the sttitude of esrigic olswentes off The Sovern-
et toward the Sserieans. 18 mititude wvas inaviitahbly reflacted ot
lowsr lavels and, 1f continuwad, would sa.e rrogress impoesible.

3. Colonal Lec »mt 00 Lo say 2wt io 4is nlalsn, tae Skt's @wo 14 nont
last 2h nours 1 "ho Awmericans made [t clear that toey would nol Lolarate
what was being said aboul tham.  Ho seld Uhat ovaryone kuev, 'nelqaAdlsg
$iu, taet Visthee was sbeolutely dopwadant Don Lwrican supmwt Lo defeat
the Commmints aad that 1 Hua ande ooy move to got the ‘marlcans out, or
i tho Amaricans meca sy move to got out becsuse of e B's, that B
Zas finlahed. Apy actiom by B vhich wne clasrly twraing the coxvtry
ovexr 1o the commalsts, @ a8 nagotigtiong «1th the BV o scetione furclng
the Amaricans ast, ¥orld srovois an almost universel resctioo Srom tbhe of-
ficer corps of tha frmy.
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