
~ Action to ~build and :hlnte.in U. G. i restige, dlxredit 
tb.e Nbu's, ami anoou.re~e the ~nee of LoeaJ. ,);.position 

1. 'l'ho Situo.tion. '.Ib!l Vietnarrnsa potential op:posi tion to the ?lhu • s is 
gravely disbea.rtcrlillid by an a;pparent U. s. position or eCXldoning !flm dir~etOO. 
act ions b;-r corrt.i."nli.Dg to support a :nm d' :rectod Gc:vel."'l':lJlla'nt. Un..l.esa act ions 
ean be taken to !.ndicat.e whare 1:.l.le li. ::i. st.:uJds, eff'!l'Ctive opposition to t..!J.e 
GVN a.s preGerltly constituted is unl.i.i'"..ely to emerge. rihu bas t.'.!a whip n.ar:rl, 
is rubbi:lL 0'-ll" .1oaes 1.n t..be dlrt b ;.JUblie and getting awa;y vtth ~.t. f'lc.: far 
:'US tL!l v.:..et.nsamM can see_. the U. S. bas no detel"':!rlnn.tion 'c.o ·~v~;1 d>!fend It­

self ruueh less r'orc<t the !l!'m ' a out . 

2. c~~ ... or ~ra.ti~- .\ct ~ons talren sl,ould :fall short. o:: Sdriat,al.y 
damaging tbe wn.r e:f':t'brt 11h Ue at ·t.l:.u.: s.aD.! t 'imt! iad.ieat tn.g that the U. G. ·..rill 
not tolerate tbe Nhu • s. Tbo ~....allCI3 ot these ect ioru: d.!.;:.3s aot lie in P•V­
aieal d.ama{;;e dono the CMf but in tneir !)Syebol.ogien.l dffect upon Nhu !.Uld 
company, and l.li.)Qll t...~ potent inl op?QS j~. iou. Tl t~Ge act. ions must <l.:lloo:Jstrat.~J 

U. S. dewmioatlon not to tolar~.::te ti1e I'f~u' s and their a.tt.em:pts to dest:r"o"J 
American preet:l.ge. Fvr every overt action, t.bere shoL.ld 1-X! carrr!Spondtrlg 
covert actiona designed to s-plit the :"fuu ~er group and fu.r ... ...ber disct-.dit 
thmrt. T!'>e I:JUtire operation sh<'luld be conciiived of as a paychvlogice.l .. m.rfare 
ccmpe.ign deaie;ned to mintain U. ,: . prestige, "''lCO\lnlgl! t)~ oppoeit ion s.r .. d 
discredit t.he rrau 's. 

I. Overt 

a. 'i.'ermlnat ~.~i~_ ~~-E~ -~..2.. Y 1<;!~~1!." .. s~-~i-~_1":~:~1! l:y 
witbd.""n'.;ing CAS-Oilllad equtr:ment. Announce to Sr-ecial Forces ti.a't l).(lncef'orti• 
:10 additia•a.l funda ;.rill be ;nid t..ltr...ru.gb 'rune :m~ n.n;y :YX"!).}OCT.s ·4hatBt)e'."er. 
otl:ial· project& may be Gupportoo ·t:Jy J~"bl:1t d.f..NC-t.ly t.o projoct officers, 
provided project is in llaltual b~st. interest.. :\:ry .lrojoot ca:pc.ble o'f s-.u-vinc 
persooa.l ambitions of it"lU or Tung a.utoolat:! cally excluded. .\ct.u:il harm done 
to ~o~a.r effort t)r to 3 eeial .Foreeo -.,.mld be sl4;~t but it 'ol'OUld be a poycbo­
logical bJ.a.r of considerable propo:rtion.G to '!'utlg \lbose p<:r..t::r rests L~ the 
ayes of the Vietnames.a, not o•lly ut,·•.:m his connections at tba ~-a.lo.c~ h~t '...l"P<"l 
appa.re!1t llillimi too u. ~;. SU?I:xn-t· for h1.m. '!'his "!.Cti'Jr.~ can re exl:.!cted to 
grea;tly ~ncourage . .\.1Wtl lecdfa...rs. 

! ,...., 
-; .i.. 

.1/f!'' 
~·. :. 



SECRET 

- 2 -

b. !_~ l!.~ s .. parli~il!7:tion in~-l!!" ~Je<:!!!._~lv3 
~ - apec!fically tbe Haml.et ~lilitia Leader Training Program. Our re­
f\ulal. to pert.icipate beeauae ~ Tung should be e.nnooneed un....~ulvooal.l.y to 
the GVR j w can accaw,pany this by a courrterpropoael. that the CG /SJJC Di.recto­
rate be put in charge since ve consider it a trOrt.hy proj<tet. 

c . Di wrsion ot .Anlm.m.i tion for the I'o.lice ( B.l.reody 
mentioned by 0. llill1aws):-- Actual physical effect--.:..-nog1.1g{bl.e but psycho­
logical e:f't'ect considerable . 

d. Rtla~~.!..~~__!l! the T};fl!8• or Viet!u!!· Tbe Aabu­
aador does not rlab to d....an hiaMlt' by protesting offic~, l:lo#ever, if 
tl:ltt u. s. does nat de.fend 1taelf', this ..,ill be ~ as a sign of weak.­
nau -- the u. s. vill lose f'ace and prestige. Tbe ~ QO'Wlteraction 
is A. leak by an Th'b&Hy ofticial that the ft.ribuaador re.t'tJ..Se8 to read t.hG rag 
becau.ao of ita notol"iowl reputation for l.)utright lying. '!'hie can w fol..l.oW'ed 
by 8.DOtbar COIIID&nt t.o the preea ''that 11boevu <n1tea such "10tl&eoM should coo­
sult a paychiatriat since the vriter is obvioual;y in.aa.rMt. 

e. ~~oaa4ar .-K.es mlOUrleed_~..!!!!~-~1.!....~~ 
R,!r&onall tiea end uz: a.reae • Viai ta Miniatara, JGS, General Don, Dinh, Minh, 
and others, with tho objoct.ive ot 8ftkins their views and indicatL'lS k'JU'ica.:'1 
t'reecl.ca to talk to ithOIIleVer 'lltl pl.eaae. Pu.rpoee is to build up American pru.­
ttge and a fee.ling tl:at. w are in ch&rge. Must be care1"ully ~-~ to 
avoid~. 

II. Covert. 

a. Suspension of ony CAS projects cape.ble of bei:ns used 
by Nhu to bu.ild uP W.. prestige and il.l.ustrate that the U. S. ia continuing 
to support bia. CAS abould 1» prepared to o.t"f'er recal!mi!t1ldationa in thi& 
regard. 

b. Set D1.nh w.i 'I\ . .u:tg agai.D8t eaefl c>ther 'tr,t rum:lrB arxi 
refX)l"t8 to Dinh that Tu.ne is plotting to a.saa&IL"l&.te him, etc. 

c. Set tthu aaainst Trwt Va..'1 Kiem ( au4 thu.s itlCreaae te:1eion 
b:ttveen the Ifnu •s) by gettine word to Nhu of what !Chitem told i<Ta.rner abo1.1.t Nbu. 

e. f'Ut out our o-.m black pa;ywar as a counter to The Time& 
of Vietl11lm.. 

cc : Mr. J. L. Brent 
SECRE'l' 



Mr. William C. Truebeart September 6, 1963 

RufUs ?hillipa 

Recor.llnended Action to Rebuild and Maintain U. S. Prestige, discredit 
the Nhu' s, and encourage the Emergence of Local Ot-;posi tion 

1. The Situation. 'lbe Vietnamese potential opposition to the rt'iu 's is 
grave]¥ disheartened by o.n apparent U. S. position of coodoning Nllu directed 
act ions by continuing to support a Nhu d :i.reeted Government . Unl.eas e.ct ions 
can be taken to indicate where the u. S. stands, eff'ective apposition to the 
GVR as presently constituted is tmllk.ely to emerge. Nhu haa the whip hand, 
is rubbing our noses in the dirt in publ.ic and getting atte;y with it. So far 
as the Vie'tnac1ese can see, the U. S. has no determination to sven defend it­
self much l.ess farce t.he Nhu 's out. 

2. Concept of Opere.tioos. Actions taken should fall short ot' aerirusly 
d.ama.gins; the va.r efi'ort while at the same tiM indicating tba.t the U. S. will 
not tolerate the Nhu' s. Tbe importance of these actions does not lie in phy­
sical. d.ama.ge done the GVN but in their psychological. effect upon Nhu and 
company, and upon the potential opposition. These actions must demonstrate 
U. S. determination not to tolerate the Nbu 's a..11d their attempts to destroy 
American prestige. For trter'J overt action, there should be corresporlding 
covert actions designed to split the Nhu power group and 1.'u.rtber discrodit 
them. T"...1e entire operation ahould be conceived of' as a psychological warfare 
cem;pa.ign designed to maintain U. S. prestige, encourage the opposition and 
discred1 t the Nhu ' s. 

3. Recommended Acti~. 

I. Overt 

a.. ~ermi.nation of CAS S~rt to Viet:n&mll!,8e__~necia.l._Foraes by 
lfitbdravint. CAS-owned equi].Dent. Announce to S·pecial. Forces that henceforth 
no add.itiona.l f'und.s will be paid through 'run€ for any proJects 1lhatsoever. 
otbe.r projeata ritB:f be oupported by ~nt direct~ to project otficc!rs, 
provided project t.s in mutual. best interest. Any project capable of serving 
personal ambitions of lfuu or Tuns automatica.lly excluded. Actual harm done 
to va.r effort or to S;'lfteia.l Forces would be sligbt blt it would be a. psycho­
logical. blow of considerable proportions to Tung vbose pow-er rests in the 
eyes of the Vietnamese, not only upon his connect tons at the I'e.lace rut upon 
a.pparer~t unl:l.mi ted U. S. support for him. This action can be expected to 
grea.tl;y encourage ARVN leaders. 
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b. !_o U. S. ~~ci~tion_!~ new- ~Jec~ ir.:Y?_~~ 
~ - specific~ the Ram.ltrt Militia Leader Training Program. Our re­
f'u.Bal to participate becawse or Tung 5hould be announced unequivocall;t to 
the GVN; ve can accom,pa..ny tbia by a counterpropotl&l that the CG/S'DC Directo­
rate be put in charge since ve consider it a vorthy project. 

c. D1vera1on of P.RI'.I1Uilition for the Police (already 
mentioned by 0. W'ilHams}. Actual physical eff'eet - neglig{ble but psycho­
logical efftJCt considerable. 

d. I!••Ji!CX!!! to .attacks in the Times of Vietnam. The Ambasw 
aadDr does not viGil to deaee.n hiiDsel.f by protesting o:f't'icia.lly 1 bovever 1 i.f 
the u. s. doe& not defend !taolf, this vill be interpreted as a eign or weak­
ness -- tbe u. s. vill 1ot1e race and prestige. 'lbt suggeat.a. cou.rrteractlon 
ia a. leak. by an lbbaaay otficial that the Arnbaaaador refuses to read the rog 
because of its uotariCJU.S reputation far outright lying. This can 'be fol:lowed 
by another coraaent to 'the preaa "t.bat '<lboaver writes such nonsense should con­
sult a paychiatri.at since tbe writer is obviously insane. 

e. A=ba.asador makes ''u.nanDOWlced." visits on ~·z V:ietfl81I8se 
personalities and key areas. Visits 1-finiaters, JGS, General Don, Dinb, Minh, 
and others, with the objective of seeking their view'S and indicating /t:a~~rican 
i"reed<D to talk to vb.omeve.r w plesae. Purpoae is to build up American pres­
tip ond a feeling that va are in charge. Muat be care:f'ully stage-managed to 
avoid em.ba.rrasBIDIIllt. 

II. Covert. 

a. Suspension of any C,~ projects capable of' being used 
by Nhu to builil up his prestige and illustrate that the U. S. is coot inuing 
to support him. CAS llhould ~ prepared to o:f'ter re~tions ln thiS 
regard. 

b. Set Dinh a.t¥1 Tung againat each other by rumors a."ld 
reports to Dinh that '1'\u'lg is plotting to aaaW!Bl.na.te him, etc. 

c. Set Nhu against Tra.n Van Kiem (and thus increase tension 
between the Nhu'a) by setting vord to Nhu of' vba.t Khiem told Warner about Nhu. 

d. Fabricate doc~ di.screditing Nhu ~ith the Genera.ls. 

e • Put out our 01ru black psy.m.r as e. counter to The Times 
o:f Vietnam. 

cc: Mr. J. L. Brent 
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