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Racormendad Action 1o Rebuild and lsdntain U, 5. lrestlge, discredit
tone Nhu's, and encoursge the Imergence of lLocal O, position

1. The Situation. Tha Vietnamese potentiasl opposition te the ihu's is
gravely disheartened by an apparent U. 5. position of comxloning Hhu directed
actions by comtiruing to support g dhu directed Government. Unless ectlous
can be taken to Indicate where the U. 5, stands, effective opposliion to the
GVN as presently constituted is unlikely to smerge. [Thu has tho whio nand,
is rubbing our 1oses in the Airt in wblic and getting awgy with it. 8¢ far
as the Vietnenmese can see, the U, 5. has no determination to oven dafend 1t-
salf such less Jforce the MNau's out.

2. Comcept of Operstimns. ‘ctioms taken should fall short of seriously
dameging the wor offort while at tic same time indicating that the U. 5. will
not tolerzte the Hhu's. The importance of these ections does aot lie in phy-
sical dsmage done the GVH but in taeir psychological 2fect upon Nbu and
compenty, and upon the potentinl opposition., These actions must dsmounstrate
. 5. determination not to toleraste the Nau's and thelr attempts Lo destroy
tmerican prestige. For every overt action, tbere snould b corrssvonding
covert actions designed to split the hu pover group and further discredit
them. The entire operation should be comcalved of as 3 psychulogienl warfare
compelign designed to maintain U, O. prastige, 2ncourags the oprosition and
discredit the lbu's.

3. Decommended Actions.

v

T. Oyers
a. Yermination 01‘_\:{\:{; Support to ¥ !3‘5_%3'@' 5,eclal i'oceed by

witbhdrawing CAS-owned equipment. JAmnouwnce to Special Forces tuat aencelorti
no additional fwds will be pald ddroueh Tung for any woljoets shatsoever.
Cithar mrojects nay be supported by neyment directly Lo project oiffficers,
provided project is in mutual best interest. Aoy oroject capeble of sarving
personal ambitions of Whu or Tung automatically execluded. ctual hare done
to war effort or to G-eclial Fforess would be sliight bt it would be a poycho-
logical Dlow of considersble uroportions to Tung whosa powar resis iaq the
zyes of the Vietnamese, nol only upon his connsctions at the “alace i upon
apperent willmited U. U. support {or him. This action can be exvscted to
greatly sacourage ANV leeders.
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b. No U. S, perticipation in any nev profjects involving
Tung - specifically the Hamlset Militia Leader Training Irogram. Our re-
fusal to perticipate because of Tung should be ennounced unequivocally to
the GVN; we can accompany this by a counterproposel that the CG/SDC Directo-
rate be put in charge since we congider it a warthy project.

¢. Diversion of Ampunition for the Dolice {already
mentioned by 0. Willisms). Actuasl physical effect - negligible but psycho-
logieal effect considerable.

d. Raspouse Lo attacks in the Times of Vietnam. The Asbas-
sador does not wish to demean himsell by protesting officislly, howsver, if
the U. 8. doas not defend 1tself, this will be intermmeted as a sipgn of weak-
ness -- the U, S. will lose face and prestigs. The suggested countersction
is & leak by an Embasgy offiecisl that the Arbassador refusee to read the rag
becmuse of 1its notorious reputation for ovubright lying. This can be followed
by another commeut to the press thet vhwever writes such nonsense should con-
sult a psychiatrist since the writer is obviously insane.

2. Anbassador mekes unamnounced vieits on key Viastnamwese
personalities and key areas. Visits Ministers, JGS, General Don, Dinh, Minh,
and othiers, with the objective of seeking their vim and indicating Arerican
freedom to talk to whomaver we pleamse. Purpose 1s to huild up American pres-
tige and a fealing that we are in charge. Must be carefully stage-managed to
avold embarresement.

ITI. Covert.

a. Suspension of any CAS projects capeble of being used
by Bhu to tuild up his prestige and illustrate that the U. 3. 18 continuing
t0 support him. CAS should be prepared to offer recommandations in this
regard.

b. Set Dinh and Tung sgainst each other by rumors ami
reports to Dinh that Tung is plotting to assasinate him, ete.

¢. Set Nhu against Tren Van Kiem (and thus increase tension
between the Hnu's) by getting word to Nuu of what Khiem told Varner about Nhu.

d. Fabricate docuymts discraditing Nhu »ith the Genarals.

2. Fut out our oum black pSsywar as a counter to The Times
of Vietnam.

ce: Mr. J. L. Bremt
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Mr. Williem C. Trueheart September 6, 1963

Rufus hillips

Recommended Action to Rebuild and Maintain U. S. Prestige, discredit
the Nhu's, and encourage the Emergence of Local Ovposition

1. The Situstion. The Vietnamese potential opposition to the Fhu's is
gravely disheartened by an apparent U. 8., position of condoning Fhu directed
actions by continuing to support a Nhu directed Govermment. Unless ections
can be taken to indicate where the U. 3. stands, effective opposition to the
GVN as presently constituted is unlikely to emerge. Nhu has the whip hand,
is rubbing our ncoses in the dirt in public and getting awey with it. So far
as the Vietnamese can see, the U. S. has no determination to aven defend it-
self mich lese force the Nhu's out.

2. Concept of Operatioms. Actiomns teken sbhould fall short of seriously
damaging the war affort while at the same time indicating thet the U. 5. will
not tolerete the Khu's. The importance of these actions does not lie in phy-
sical dsmage dones the GVN but in their psychological effect upon Nhu and
company, and upon the potential opposition. These actions must demonstrate
U. §. detarmingtion not to tolerate the Nhu's and their attempts to destroy
American prestige. For every overt action, there should bea corresponding
covert actions designed to split the Nhu power group and further discredit
them. The entire operstion should be conceived of as a psychological warfare
campaign designed to maintain U. S, prestige, encourage the opposition and
discredit the Nhu's.

3. Recommended Actioms.

1. OQOvart

a. Termingtion of CAS Support to Vietnamese Soeclal Forces by
withdrawving CAS-owned equimment. Amnounce to Specisl Forces that henceforth
no additional funds will be paid through Tung for any projects whatscever.
Other projects may be gupported by payment directly to project officers,
provided project is in mutusl best interest. Any project capsble of serving
personal ambitions of lHhu or Tung sutomastically excluded. Actual harm done
to war effort or to Srecial Forces would be slight but it would be a psycho-
logical blow of considerable proportions to Tung whose power rests in the
gyes of the Vietnamese, not only upon his connections at the mlace but upon
apparent unlimited U. 5. support for him. This action can be expected to
greatly encoursge ARVN leaders.
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b. HNo U. 8. participetion in any new projects involving
Tung - specifically the Hamlet Militia leader Training Program. Our re-
fusel to participate because of Tung should be anncunced unequivocally to
the GVN; we can accompany thia by a counterproposal that the CG/SDC Diracto-
rate be put in charge since we consider it a worthy project.

c. Diversion of Ammunition for the Police (already
pent loned by 0. Williams). Actual physical effect - negligible but psycho-
logical effect considerable.

d. Response to attacks in the Times of Vietnam. The Ambas-
sador does not wish to demesn himself by protesting officially, however, if
the 1. 8. doas not defend itself, thls will be interpreted as a sign of weak-
ness -- the U. 8. will lose face and prestige. The suggested counteraction
is a lesak by an Embassy official that the Armbaasador refuges to read the rog
because of its notorious reputation for outright lying. Thias can be followed
by another comment to the press 'that whoover writes such nonsense should con-
sult a psychiatrist since the writer is ocbvicusly insane.

e. Ambassador mekss 'unannounced’ visita on key Vietnamese
personalities and key areas. Visits inisters, JGS, General Don, Dinh, Minh,
and others, with the objective of sgeking their views end indicating Anericen
freodom to talk to vhomever we please. Purpose 1s to build up Awerican pres-
tige and a feeling that we are in charge. Must be carefully stage-menaged to
avold emberrassment.

IT. Covert.

&. Suspension of any CAS projects capable of belng used
by Nhu to build up his prestige and illustrate that the U. S. is comtinuing
to support him. CAS should be prepared to offer recommendations In this
regaxrd.

b. Set Dinh and Tung against each cther by rumors and
reporté to Dinh that Tung 1s plotting to assasmlnate Lim, =tec.

¢. Set Nhu against Tran Van Kiem (and thus increase tension
between the Nhu's) by getting word to Nhu of what Khiem told Werner about Khu.

d. PFabricate documemts discrediting Nhu with the Cenersls.

e. Put out our own black psywsr as a counter to The Times
of Vietnam.

¢ce: Mr. J. L. Brent

HEe; |
=t
e
3=y)
Rc]
{e3





