
October 8 1 1963 

Subject: 'Press Conference" 

l. There appear to be certain misstatements in circulation eoneerning 
a:o alleged press conferenee at my house. This memorandum places on record 
the fa.ets of' the meeting to which these rumors apparent~ pertain. 

2. I bave never bad a "press con:fe.rence'' in my house, or at an;.y house, 
since caning to Vietnam as Assistant Director f'or Rural Af'f'airs, USOM. I 
have repeatedly en-tertained 1n rrq house various correspondents as personal 
friends, often of many years standing. (I have similarzy entertained there 
civilian a.ud military officials and private citizens of the United States, 
Vietnsm, the Philippines, and other countries.) 

3. I was disturbed in Ju.ly, by apparently d.eteriorn.ting relations and 
fa.il.uree in cCiliDUllicatious between US of't'icial.s and foreign correspondents. 
T'nis bad been publicly ervid.enced. by stories reflecting miain:torm.ation a~t 
USOf·1 operations wb ieb aetual.ly merited broad .favora.bl.e publ.ici ty. I wish to 
eurpbaaize that these stories were erroneous, not baeause of any ma.lic!! of the 
correspondents, but because too many did not knCM where to go to get, or did 
not feel that they voold n.o.eiv.a, tl:e t.nrth. Horae, they were giving tbe people 
of th<J t'.11 ted states :m i:-1accura:te over-ea::rtional and 1 I believe, undul.¥ pes­
simistic picture of the procresa at the counteri..'lsm"gency operation he...---e. 

4. Accordingly, on or about 21: July, I invited e. nuaber or correapond.<mta 
to drop in 'fll',f house after supper, t.o l!l(;..-et vi th some o-r my people, and. diacuss 
vit.b tbem the I'rovincial Rehabilitation program. 

5. }resent that evenine; fran USOM/RA, in additional to myse~ vere: 
George Melvin, Ralph Hanrood, C T R Bohannan, Robert Burns, Earl Young, 
John O'Donnell, Dave l:ludson. 

6. The correspondents present were: t~·lal Brow11e, AP; Jim Robinson, t~BCi 
Pete Kalischer, em; Dave IJ.a.lberstam, NY Times; Nick 'l"urniir, Reuter: Neil 
Sheeha"l, l!I'I. Also invited, but 'l.l!l."lbl.c to attend were: !tlert Perry, Time; 
and Paul Garvey, USIS. 

1. The evening vas informal, and with the cl.ea.r understanding that 
nothing vas being said "on the record·' unless specifical.l.y authorized. ( This, 
to the best of my l'.n011lede;e, vas scrupul.ously observed by the correspondents.) 
The rather lively conversations and question-and-answer exchanges sometimes 
wandered a bit away :from provi.'lce rehabilitation, but alW'BYS returned to pro­
gress being made outside Saigon at that time. While I certainly did not hear 
ever,yt.M.nt:; that was said, I equall;y certainly have no reason to believe tbat 
any information vas improperly given to, or improperly used by1 any corres­
J:X)ndent. 

Rufus c. Phillips 




