™e Anbassador, Saigon, Vietnar overber 1, 163
Ruius Millins
Conversation with Nguyen Dinh Touan on 1 Noveiber 1963

1. Thua:n said the President hiad been askliug his parsonsl opinions
on woat to do about the guspension 11 America: eld and Tiuan had advised
nin to make politieal changes - stsrting with a change in the eabliet.
Twe Fresident asked Thuan for a report on how the Goverament would fare
witiout 4 erican ald. Thusa had glven & gloowy pict:me so the President
taen called ia the Minister cof Econory ad asked Ll to report on the
sane sublect. The Haister of fconowy had lremedlately gone to Thus:
for advice; Thuan told his what to say so bis report was eq.8lly gloory.

2. Thusr @aid Le tho.ght the Fresident must realize tie sarious-
neas of tae situntion but he was ot edmittlng it, even to Thuan., The
rresident was stl1ll talking about "self-sufficiency.” 'Thuan seid that
everybody in cthe Governcent was marking time axd that in nis opinic:
one could expect the military effor!. 1o become wore and rore z super-
{icial axercise. lobody wauted to face up to problers such es lhe de-
teriorating situstion ia the Delta. They weore all waitling for o reso-
lution of the confiicet with the Aserlca s.

3. Trnuan relterated :.is opliions expressed {n previcus co:versa-
tio s that the Goverment had to cuagze its »nolicies amd its personnel
if 1t was going to win the war ad that the Arerican policy of pressure
was, in 15 oplalo:, the correct ons. He was .ot optinmlstic that the
Tresident wasn ready at tihis tire to coe to gripe with reality. Thuan
said ne had apaasized o the Fresidest that ne wst discuss theso
natters with Axnbaseador Lodge.

L, Thuan asid that e rece~t development he foind tost disturbing
wns the closing »f the 2,000 nactare Lorg Thanb (sic) rubber plasation
1. Blew Hoa proviaece asd the drop off ii productio: at the Terre Houge
and Mieneli-. estotas. Directors of both major plantations visited aix
tois week to tell his toat they were cutiig back operati ons due te ia-
erzasing VC harcosaent ~ kidnappings and assassinations. Tuuan soild
ne had gqiestioned the S5th Divislom Corander abovt tne increase in VU
activity directed at the planaticos. The Stu Divisios Corwander clained
that the Frenc: owrwers hwd been cheating 1 thelr way-offs to the VC axd
the VO were now rotaliating. Thuan sald ne wes ot gore that this wes
true.
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