CORFIDENTIAL

Mr. J. L. Brent, Directar/USOM June 20, 1963
Rufus C. Phillips, Assistant Director for Ruwal Affairs
Conversation with President Diem on 27 May 1963

1. The following is the summary of a conversation I had with
President Diem on 27 May 1963. I opened the conversation by saying
that I felt it might be useful to explain what the functions of the
USOM provineial representative were. I explained that they were
mainly volunteers who had came to Vietnam to help without arriere
penses, and that they ware all people of good will. I went on to say
that their sole purpose was to help his government at the critical
provincial lsvel and io reiuforce tie governmsut's operations. Per-
haps ths govermment had gottan the impression that thase representa-
tives might be trylng to control or eve: undermine the goverrment but
this vas not the case. I said I Lad noted at one point, Just cfter
the problem wall-building in Vinh Long nad arisen, tiat the President
seemed to feel that the sovereignty of certain province chiefs was
being questioned by some of our people. My impression was that <ith
the provinee cihiefs who were true nationaliste, wve had the best re-
lations. They were the easisst to uelp. What few difficulties wve
had had were mainly with province chiiefs who were not sure¢ of them-
selves, not doing too well, and wio wanted to hide tais fron tre
govermment. I then said I would like to get the Iresident's opinion
on whether he felt. our provincial representatives were carrying out
their jobs correctly and if they wers helping or not.

2. The Fresident said he appreciated the work ocur people vere
doing and that tue rewarks he had :made before the Honolulu Conference
wvere not directed at our people dut rather at certain military advisors.
Then he went into an expose of Colonel rhuoc's accusstions agalnst
Major Ring in Vinh Long, Majer Nuut's (Xien Tuong Frovince Chief) accu-
sations against :mjor Poston in Xien Tuong and Gereral Cao's {(IV Corps
Commander) accusations against Lt. Col. Van, former Tt: Division Ad-
visor. After tue !Tesident sad gone into great detail about vhat had
been reported to :im, I told him that in at least two (Vinh Loug and
Kien Tuong) of the three cases ..= L.ad cited, the Province Chlafs rad
not told lim t.e truth. I then detailed what had happaned in Vinu Long
and also wiat nLad happaned in Kien Tuong. I1 surmary, I pointed out
that the behavior of the Sector Advisors thers had been of the nighest
order and that I could only conclude tiatb the province chiefs eoncerned
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had attempted to shift the blame for thelr own shortcomings on to their
Anerican advisors.

3. The President then said he often had difficultiss in finding
out what wvas happening in the provinces and that he didn'’t believe every-
thing he was t0ld by any means. ile than spoke in general terms about
the difficulties ancountered in carrying ocut the Strategic Hamlet program
in the Delta. I remarked that we had recently prepared an evaluation of
the status of the Strategic Hamlet program province-by-province and won-
dared if he might be interested in seeing 14. He said that he would like
to see this report and I said I would send 2im a copy.

4, The conversati n, which had been very friendly throughout des-
pite the somewhat sensitive nature of the sudjects discussad, terminated
on a eordial note with the President saying that he appreciated having
our frank opinions and that he would like me to kxeep in close liaison
with the :inister of Interior.
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