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Convereation rlth President Diec. on 27 May 1963 

l. The tollodng 1a t.he ~ o~ a conwraation I had vith 
.Presiclent Diem on 27 tSy 1963. I opened the conve:rllat.ion by ~ing 
that I ~elt it m18bt be uaetul to explain what. the tunctiona ~ the 
USOM prorlncial repreaemoative vere. I eXplained t.hat they 'lOre 
mainq vol.unt.eera who ha4 C<rl8 t.o Vietnam to help rl thout arriere 
penaea, and that they ..,tJre all ptOple of good .rill. I W"ent on to say 
that t.boir sols purpose ...,.. to help hia g~nment at. ths c:ritical 
provinciaJ. level and to reini"arce the governmer,t' s opttratiorus. Per· 
haps the government had gotten the impression that theM representa­
tives llight b8 trytnc to control or ewu undermine the government but 
t.h 1a vaa . not t...l'\e cue. I aaid I had noted at one point., Just cd"t.er 
the problem vall-bl11.141ng in Vinh Long had ariaen, tilat t.'l.e President 
aeemed to f'eel that the sovereignty ot cortain province cbie:ta vas 
beins questioned by aoma of our people. My impreaeion \ffl.S that .rith 
the province chieh vho were true nationalists, we had the beat re­
lations. '!'hay were the easiest to l.;elp. What fev dif'f1cult1ea ,,. 
had had were main~ nth province chiefs who wre oot aure or tflem­
selTes, not doirll too vell, and .1!:v 'lanted to h.ide t:<is t'ron tl"e 
goyerrwaent. I then said I would like to get the Freaident • a opinio:i 
on vb.et.her he felt. our provincial rep.rttaentativea wre ca.rryi:lg Ot~t 
their joba correctly and 11' they vere helping or not. 

2. ~"' Freaident aa1d he appreciated the work our people were 
doing and that ~le remarka he had :il8da before the Honolulu Conferenee 
vere not directed a"t our peopl.e but rather at certain military advisors. 
Then he llant. into an &XIJOM or Colouel Fhuoc 's accuaat.ions ags.i:1st 
1-i&Jor lUng in Vinl> Long, Majar Ni1ut 's (Kien Tuong Pr<Wil'lce Chief) n.ccru­
aatioas ap.inat ;.1a.jor Poston in Kier, Tuong a.nd Ge ·lEiral Ca.o • s (IV Corps 
CQIIII8nder) accuaations aaatnat Lt. Col. Van, former 7th Diviaion Ad­
vieor. Atter t.be President .o.ad gone into great detail abont vhat had 
been reported to i~im, I told him that in at laaat tvo (Vin.l-t Lo!lg and 
Kien Tuong) of tlw three cases : .e :.ad c itad, tile Province C:11efa : ad 
not told him t;.e t.rut.h. I then detailed ..,hat had happened in Viil<J :Long 
and &lao what Lad ha~ned in Kieu Tuor>-6. I '1 •Ull't'1&l"Y 1 I po b"ted out 
that the behavior of tho Sect.or Advisors there had been of the nighest 
order and that I could o~ conclude tl;at:. the province chiefs concerned 
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had attempted t.o llbif't the blame tor their own abortcomiaga on to their 
American a.d:rlaara. 

3. The Prea14ent tbe:.1 aaid ne ot'ten had dU'f'ieultiea in f'in41ng 
out what vu bappen1.ng in the }Jl"''rineea aDd that he 41cL."'l't believe ~­
thing be vas t.ol4 by arr:1 maana. lle then spoke in general t.er.na abotlt 
the d11't1cultiaa encountered in carrying aut the Strategic Hamlet program 
in the Delta. I reaarked that ve had reeentq prepared an evaluation of 
the atatua of the Strategic Hamlet PHJ8?&ll1 province-by-province and von-
4ered it be m.i&ht be intereRed in seeing it. He said that he \10Ul4 like 
to eee th1.a report and I ll&id I vou.ld. send h 1m a copy. 

lt.. '!he cotmrnati -n, vhiah ha4. been very triend.l3 t.hrovghout dea­
pite the 80!llelofhat. sensitive nature of the aubJect.a diacuasocl, terminated 
on a cordial nota vith the PNaident sa;y-ing that he appreciated 'biiY'ing 
our :f'ra1'lk opinions aD4. that be vould like me to keep in close llaiaon 
rlth the Hinia"ter ot Interior. 




