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S E C R E T 
-Efm ONLY-

Brigadier General Richard G. Stilwll 
J-3 
Military Assist.ance COI'IIliATld Vietnam 
137 Pasteur 
Saigon, Vietnam 

Dear Dick: 

I a.m. sure that you are even more concerned tha..'l I am about 
the actions of scme ARVN units which cannot but create support 
for the VC. One of these units is the 9th Division. I believe 
you mB;f have already received reports about this unit' a recent 
actions in the Binh Dinh - Pleiku border area, vbere a regiment 
came out sane lO days ago reporting that they bad burned 70 (or 
72) Babnar villages, k.illAd all the livestock, etc •. As you may 
know 1 this was in the same area wbere a special devel.opllent team 
was seeking to make contact with these tribesmen. 

Also attached are two recent reports fran members of my 
staff concerning other practices of elements of the 9th Division, 
which are, without any doubt, seriousl3" detracting from the suc­
cess of the pacification effort in Phu Yen province and Binh Dinh. 

The senior advisor, Colonel Anita, is properly concerned 
about thase activities, but seems pow-erleas to prevent them. I 
am sanevhat s.t a loss as to how to proceed as I do not wish to 
convey the impression of sharpshooting at the mill tary effort 
here. Perhaps on your side, a dossier could be prepared and pre­
sented to Genera.l Harkins as e. basis tor strong top-level action. 
I will be glad to asaist in any va.y. 

I knOW' tb.at you are even more aware than I of the deleterious 
effect o:f this type o:f action on ef:fective counter-insurgency. I 
believe that corrective action should properly be ha.ndled through 
military channels, if possible, rather than through the Trueheart 
C<XIIllittee, 'lhiC!l is the reason I am bringine this to you. 

2 Enclosures: 
f4emo from BFrale igh 
~emo from RBurns 

Sincerely, 

Rufus C. Phillips 
Assistant Director for Rural Affairs 
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