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Opiniozus of Military Aclviaors in the Delta Provinces 

l. In tile courae of recent mont.ha I 8Dd rna.v of l1f3' staff i1a.ve become 
increaai~ disturbed by the lack of progreaa in the Delta vit.i.l the excep­
tion of a fev provinces, and by t.ne opiniona ini"armall.y expreaaed to us, 
aa fellow Americana, by the scores of American military advisors with whom 
we have had contact. Since moat of our contact haa been at Sector level 
or vith unit &dviaors a.nd sane Division advisors, tb.ese opiniona ~ not 
:r.ave all filtered through to the top. It ia with the sole purpose of keep­
ing you as well a"ld aa t1oneatly infOl"JJIIId as poaaible that I am passing 
these opb.ions on to you. I have .oo doubt that they accruratel\1 reflect t!i.e 
feeling of the majority of the Jot.AAG adviaora, particularly at the sector 
aod unit level. 

2. Diaal.lo'ling rearka of t.noae adviaore preoccupied rltr1 counting 
dolrn tile dqs and hours tt1ey have to go in their preaent aasignments, there 
still remains a great weight of highly critical, protnsio~ eredible 
opinion Which is axpreaaed vi'th a candor Vhieh Dalat but rarely find its 
va;y into reports routed upnrcl through regular military channels. 

3. Lack of GYN COI!Iftllnd aggresaiveneu dovn to battalion, vith exceptions 
remains the principal cr1t1eia leveled a:t ARVN by O' .. rtapoken advisors, aOO. 
not a.llra¥& in private conversation vi t.h Americ:ans onJ.¥ present. The story 
of the so-called '·three-aided Vietnallll8se equare·· peraista as a bitter joke 1 

a.'ld bas o.s great a currency nov as 1 t bad in January and February of this 
year. Case a1"ter caae of actions in vhie!1 encircl.eae.'lt of enemy .forces ap­
peared abeolute on the battle maps, but vbere act~ a large gap or gaps 
existed, are cited. '!he feeling that these gaps are deliberately lef't aa 
eseape routes for the VC is a matter of f'ul.l conviction vi th JII!Lny of our of­
~icera in the field. 

4. ·The VC always seem to find the .bole 1 so tha.t there is nobod;y' home 
in tue pocket, come dawn. It's just too eaJJY to believe, good as they are 
at this bt1a1neas. · The implication of this truatrated senior sector advisor 
waa clear. It had croased his mind that the enemy might even be informed 
lr.f friend}¥ forees of the va;y out. This statement vaa mads some til;1e ago, 
but only recently a.."llthe:r sector advisor spoke in disgust of observing at 
first light t'l-an the air an estimated 2 1 ooo-met.er gap botween uee.v-ily sup­
erior GVN clements under corps command which were auppoaed to hav-e comple­
tely bottled up an estimated tw eompa.niea of VC near Tan Hiep in Dinh Tuoag. 
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And nov t.ne failure ot tbe IV Corps CCJ'INl.uder to acore a llllCh more re­
eounding vict.ory over tbe VC 514 Battalion in the Cho Gao District en­
counter Jul.¥ 20 brings treah s~.,ggeation to American Jllilltary Jlli.nds in 
the Corps ZOne that d.espi t.e all the f'lurr,y and prellainary marahalling 
of' f'oreea and f'reel,y expreaaecl predietiona or great results t.here waa in 
reality a profound !'-.r to cloae vith tbe ~ and take calculated los­
aes in order to win big. Our a4vieors in IV Corpe do not, bo.r aalla.rge 1 

regard very highl,y the GVll generalahip they bave obaerved there 1 although 
they ma.y ~t be lible to of'f'er this point of viev to the Senior Corps Ad­
visor. 

5. Al.oag vitL the GVN (!QeA.nd roluctauce to t.ake responsibility for 
heavier troop loaaea, there 1a, in the opiaion of' any MAAG advisors in 
the field a dangeroual,y growing over-dependence upon artil.lery and. air 
strikes to do the Job. SCIDe thoughtful officers stneerel,y believe t~t 
this dependance upon other &1"118, part1eularl;y air power, can onl,y serve 
to prolong the war. It nat onl,y all.cNa tlle ground forces to hang back 
vhen tbey should. be cloaing, but it also by the UDdiscriJainating erteete 
of such weapona, injures people Vb.o coul.d be ripe to eoaait themselves 
t.o t.be GVN cause, if, indeed they had not already done ao. Certainly, 
eaaea such as the recent, coocentr-at.ed bclllbing or a well settled a."ld 
eatabliat:ed n.amlet in Di.'lh Tuong province, which vaa personal.J.¥ observed 
b,y a CAS officer on 17 J\11¥ and reported, I believe, to MAC/V 1 could 
only have had a moat negative etf·~t on the local. popula:tion. 

6. Adviaora are by no aeana all convinced that the VC are IlO'I being 
forced into massing. Some feel that main force unita are moving in bat­
talion or greater strength in the Delta becauae they have little fear of 
ARVB fo.rees a."ld tactics -- or at least not anoust1 fear to do JaOre than 
Natric"t mov.ant, usually 1 "to the houra of darkneaa. Intelligence from 
the population ia still working t.o "their adV&Dtage in vast areas, rather 
than to the advantage o:f' GVN forces. 

7. As one division ata:ft" advisor put 1 "t a rw days ago, ·'Yes; they 
may be massing, and it ia easy to 683 that this 18 what ve va.Ylt. But 
I seriously vo:ldar if ARVN is ~ req- for pitched battles at th ts 
time if tbey could get "tattm. ' 

8. If the above inforation 1a used, I V<lU.ld, of course, appreciate 
having U11~ source protected. 
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