
SECRET ------

Rutus Phillips 

CotMtraation with General Le Van Kim on 23 Auguat 1'.;163 

1. The following are 8tatemcmta Jllllde to me by General Le Van K1.111, 
curnrntl.¥ acting as Deputy tor Pub.l.1c Relations to General Don, during the 
course of a converuti.On with him on 23 Auguat 1963. General Kim 1a an old 
personal friend and asked that this convereat ion be kept in tho cloeeat 
personal confidence. 

2. General Kim opened th.e conversation by aay1.ng, bitterly, that the 
Anrq 18 ~lOIIr aetins aa the puppet of CounMllor Nbu, who tricked it into 
establ iehing martial lair. '1'be Arrq, iuclu4ing Generala Dinh a:'ll Don kDw 
nothing of the plans to raid Xa Loi and the other peaodaa. 'l'hi8 'it'as carried 
out by Colonel Tung's Special Forcea and tbo Combat Police on Nhu's secret 
ordera. Nnu 1a now in control and General Don ia ta.kL"1& orders 41rectly 
f'rom him. 

3. According to K1m, 1426 people (lbidhiat monks and laymen} have 
been arrested. All of the exploeivea and arms f'ound Ll the pegodas were 
planted. Now the population believes the Army vu responsible for the 
repreuion of tho fl.¥1dhista and is turntns against the ~- Unil.asthis 
situation 1a correeted and the people are told the truth, the Arrey rlll be 
seriously bandicapped in its f18bt apinst the CCimt1Wl:tsta. 

4. General Kim said that Btude-nta !"rom tt,e J'BcultiH of i4adicine 
a.rd Pharmacy had held demonstrattoDS in the morning or the 2)rd. Kim 
felt tbese da."300'latnltiona were bcund to spread, tbat tbe stud.enta were 
on the verge of violences. Riot contl~ol briefings had Just besn given 
to ARYN U.'lits leaders on the mor:1ing or the 23rd. and he hoped violence 
botvaen the Army and the students could be avoided. HCllleVer, Nhu J:.ad 
ordered Cso Xue.n Vy (D1.rectar General of Youth) to orp.nae a mo.ss!ve 
de;10rl8tra.tion of the Republican Youth i:tVOlving over 500,000 people !"or 
tho 25ta of Auo~st.. Klm believed that such a demonstration; if it could 
be organized1 vou.ld producs a riot of un.imaginable proportions end, there­
fare1 must lxt avoided. He said he doc.bted that Nhu ..rruld listen to any 
contrary advice alxx.lt the demonstration. 

5· I asked Kim if the Arw:! vas Utdted. He said that Nhu had dali­
beratol.¥ split the cOIIIIIBild bet.V'ee!1 Colonel Tung, Oeneral Dt . .-·1il ruui General 
Dou a.'U vaa dealing vit.h each eeparate~. Don (wo ia his brot.ber-in-lav) 
doea .not ccmaand much natural support am:>ng the officer corps but n10st of 
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1J:ae other generala anc1 aentor otticera, he telt, coul.4 be rallied around 
hill (Don). '!'be key queetion vu vbere 414 the U. s. atand. If' tlw U. S. 
took a clear ata.'1d apin8t the !Om' a aDd in support ot A%'fq action to 1...,.. tbe fl"'m tne GoNt"n•nt, tr.e Arlq (vit.h tbe aception of Colonel 
Tuns) would unite in support of auch an action and voul4 be able to carry 
lt out. He tel.t t.bat retaining tbe Pra14ent, eftl'l tbOQih be~ 
did not Uke him, liOUl4 be pref'erabl.e PI"Ort41n8 all Nao haS.q inf'luenc:e 
coW4 be pei'!il8tlflrltl¥ and ettectiveq endicatecl. It vaa oot juat a queetioo 
of getting rid of the l'fhu'a, he aaid, but of &lao NmOVing tbeil' fol.l.OIIen 
1'l"al t.be scene. 

6. Final~, Kim said. tbat he and M'V'en other pneral o1'N.cen he4 
been oblS&ed on 22 Au&uet to sign an oath of lonlt.7 to ?reaid.ent Diem 
\lhich f'ull3r supporttd t.ba actions take:1 by" the GowmMut. ep h:~ ~· 
JbSdhiata. Be aai4 the U. 8. muat not be tooled by tlaia 4ocument, that 
the vut maJority ot tbe Arrtl:! and non ot the Cenerala vbo signed tile 
Aocua.nt, 414 not approve ot the repreuion of the Bud.dhi.ata but had to 
aign at t.h1a time ar expoaa themaolvu to individual elimination b:r 
Caunaell.or mm. 
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