Ambassador Herry Cabot Lodge August 28, 190
Rufus Phililps
" Convarsation with Genersl e Van Kim on 23 August 1963

1. The Zolicwing are statemsnts made to me by General ILe Van Kim,
currently acting as Deputy for Public Relatlons Lo Genexrzl Den, during the
course of u comversation with him on 23 August 1963. Gemersl Kim i3 an old
mersonal frisnd and asked that this conversation be kept in the closest
versconstl confidanee.

2. General Kim opened the conversation by saying, bitterly, that the
Army is zow acting as the puppet of Counsellor Neu, who tricked it imte
establishing martial law. The Atmy, including Ganarals Dinn axd Don Koew
nothing of the plans to reid e lol and the other pagodas. This was carried
out by Colonel Tung's Special Forces and the Combut Police on Hhu's sscret
orders. Xhu is now in control snd Gensral Don is taking orders directly
fram him,

3. Aeccording to Kim, 1426 pecple {Buddhist monks and laymen) heve
been arrested. A1l of the explosives and arms found in the pagodas were .
planted. How the populstion believes the Army was respongibie for the
repression of the Baddhists and i3 turning againgst the Army. Usdegsthis
situation is corrected an? the people sre told the truth, the Arwy will be
seriously hendicapped in its fight against the Comsmiats.

“. Gensrzl Xin said that students from the Feculties of Medicine
and Pharmecy aed hald demongbrations in the moaming of the 28%rd. Xim
felt these demomstrztions were bound to spoeed, that the stulenis wers
on the verge of violence. Riot control briefings had just demm given
to ARVE units leaders on the moraing of the 23d snd he boped violence
bereen the Army and the stufents could de avolded. Howweer, Wb had
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tae other generzls and semioxr officers, he fell, semld de rallied sround
him (Don}. 'Fhe key guestion was where did the U. 3. stend. IS the ¥, S.
ook s clear stand against the Nimi's and ln support of Army achion to
remove them from the Government, the Arzy {(wita the exception of Cclonel
FPung) would unite in support of such an action and would be able to carry
iy gut, de felt that rotaining the Presidant, sven though he terscnally
did not like aim, would be preferable providing all Ngo family inflnence
could be permanently and effectively eradicated. It wes ot just 3 guestion
of getting rid of tae Hbhu's, ke said, but of alsc rewmoving their Zollowers
from the secene.

5. Finelly, XKim said thst ae and seven other gemersl officers had
been cobliged on Z2& August tc sign an osth of lioyalty to President Diem
which fully supported the actions Laken by tha Goverament against the
Buddhists. He said the U. 3. mist not be foolad by this document, that
the vast mejority of the Army and most of the Generals who signed tae
document, did not approve of the repression of the Buddhists bab had tc
gign gt this time or expose themselves to individual elimination by
Soumsaellor Bhm,
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