
1. :r..te in tbe neninc ot 1 Sept.embu-, Rutua Philllpe bat • lone oon­
fti'Mtion ri'Ul Miniater 1'hwul, at tblt latter'• ftllueat. Since he 414 not 
haft time to write a~ oa the 8UbataDee fd the coawc•tton prior 
to hia depu"tun at DOOn to4q, be reported it to • and req,...n.4 that I 
write it. 'ftJe ~which tol.lolr npon tba't converaation u repeated 
liT PbiUi:s-. 

2. 'l'huan opene4 the converution D7 M.Tlna that he telt 4t0111Pleteq 
UMl.Ha now. lbu -.p tbat he baa 'Men 'bou&bt by' 1:M Americua, and voul4 
eerta1nl¥ kill hill U he tried to x.tp. Beftrtheleaa, be aaid, he voul4 
l.i.D t.o Nllicn, and. woul4 l.1ke to know it tbe Amerie&rl8 could U"''aDP to 
pt hi.JD out ot the COWl't.ry 11' he dectcM4 to quit. He wu tol4 tha't the 
-.tter voul4 be l.oc*ecl into. 

3. .Accc:lll'cl1Jl to Tbuan, Nbu 1a now 1n effeat i ve control ot tM COUBtr,r. 
He is the onl;:r cme 1lbca the Preet.an.t truata, &Dill, in ettecrt, tbe PreaU.nt 
hu •ntal.q abd.1oate4 1n hia tawr. OJ"41nartq at .eetinp, Nhu aptU8 
tor the Preaidnt, aa4 ~ Pl'Mident atwa auent; on ather oocuiona the 
Pl"eaident s~ repeata Wbat Nbu baa told him t.o -v. 

4. Both llhu and the Pruidarrt are ~q unreal.i.Rtc abo\lt the 
procreaa ot the -.r, 1n 'l'buan' s opinion. Bleb baa aake4 '1'tNan holr lone the 
caul1'b7 OGUl4 laat v11ibout U. S. -i8'tanee. Bia rwp~, be MiA, vu that. 
it ~ laat tor aiz -aha wt~ ot.Mr t11an .tll'tar7 &14; 'talt that a 
CNt-ott in lllil.itary &14 voul4 precipitate an u.o.t 1laadi&W col.lapee. 

5. In this 0011DM't1on, Tbuan recall.e4 that in a recat oorn .... t1on 
with Colonel :r..c (~ C..SuioDel', Inte:niniater1al c...ittee tor 
Stratepe Baala'U), t.be latter, in rMpO:nea to a queation, •14 that 1n hia 
opinion~ JIISSaDt .s.tniatration, 1t it coat111U84 in otnee, wcul4 lose 
tba WU' in ]965. Lao ftJJt on to N;r tbat 1n hia opinion, the OVJI 1a loainc 
the war 1n the Delta ow. '1'buan .w.a t.ba't he wu 1n tUll 110001'& with Lee 
on t!ae latter point. 

6. Tbuarl M14 tba~ ....-.1 pla"ala W Men in ccat.aet with hia, 
aeekina h1a rlen on a CQlp 4 •.tat. (Be wwl4 not 1Mut117 tbe .. ~. ) 
Be 'DII4 retuuc1 to be v.n, not tHlinc lAIN that tMT were not acunc as 
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aaenta pro'fOCat.eura. Tb-.n vent on to ~that 1n hia opinion, General 

Dinh coW4 dd'1n1teq be "bad.," ror an appropriate price in liquor, ~n1 
and cub. 

1· AaU4 tor hla opinion Uout vhat the "-r1.caDa eboul4 do, Tbu&n 
l&1c1 be bel..1trft4 tbat. thq abcul4 cut oft &14, .. that voW.4 ~ 
cauae ftti')ooe to realise that tJaq ...m. -.1neu. Be ll't.reaecl that per­
aODal l.oyal'Q' to tbe Preai4arat on the paot ot at\Y ot the ortieera vu 
one ot the MJar inhi'bitinc t'ee1oan -- but that all vere lookinc to the Ameri­
cana tor l.ee~Janhip -- aDd that IBD8t. coul4 'M eapect.ed to fol.l.ow the American' • 
lnll. 

8. Thuan &lao~ the lut ~inc ot tbe Illterldn1a'terial ec.­
llittee at vhtob OeDera1 Cao ot IV Carpe pNMated. a brietin&. Cao, be .U, 
atreaM4 that operationa 1n the Delta ana are iJIIproY1na, u4 that the troopa 
are beecmin& .ore mobile tMre. Be ..S. tbNe 1Dt_...t1DS poiirte: 

a. '.l'be Civil OuU'd aD4 SDC llhoul4 not 'be s1Yen .o4ern woeapona, 
auch aa earbinee. 

b. l'a.crtoriell tor Mk'nc ''baDe-.... '' veapona flbo.tl4 be Mtabli.ahed 
to 81'11 the CO an4 SDC, ao tbat the VC CG1l4 not ara th--l.vea f'rcla them; an4 

c. 'l'be ~ thine that he nnda to Yin in the Delta 1a ..-e troope. 

9. Accorclinc to Tbuan, Rbu procuW. to interpellate Cao, 8tani.Da b:r 
aaJU.nc how~ atat1o datenM po8t.a there QOif 81"8 in tbe Delta. "2)01, air" 
11&14 Cao. "laD 't tbat, .... than theJ'e ,... aix JDOatha fCO'l n "YH 1 air 1 n 

aaid CaD. "HCIIIF can JOU tbn M;r tlaat the ~ are ..,.. .obU.a rxwT" ea14 
lfbu. Then vu no U~Mtr. Jlhu went oo to ask bow the OG and. snc CCIW4 be 
expecte4 to be eftective with "hcae....a." VeQOM, it they 'liVe unable to 
4e1'en4 tbnael"'M w1:th Bldern veap:ma'l Aeee1Tins no anavv, be then uked 
it more an4 better atratectc halaleta were be ins lluilt, u Cao 8&14, an4 there­
tore~ rel.euinc .are troope traa at&tic utenM dutiea, why f'orce 
ln'ela were ateacUq riatns, and. ewn IIIOft t.roope beins aou.&ht b.Y C.. Ap.in, 
there vaa no &D8INl". 

10. AUecl directq 1t be bel.ieftd Hbu ..,.. em the vvge ot tak'• overt 
sat ion to el.iminate min1atere or .Amerieana 1 or to eat&bliab a ~nt 
vith tbe DR¥, 'l'buan 8&14 t.bat be 414 not think there wu &rl1' Mrloua danger 
at thia ~t.e, a1nee lbu ia ao vell •ttafie4 vith tbe ve::r thinp an soina. 
He .sdad, boweww, that lhu vaa pertectl.T capab~ or &117 or allot the .. 
......a, and. Jl1&bt -..ll r...arto to thea it be felt pneaecl. In bia view, 
the Americana woul4 4A well to 11NJ18N tor tl:»8e eontinpnciu. 

SECRET ------



- 3 -

SKCRXT ------

11 • .U a clMin& ~t, '.ftwan 8&14 that~ all work ha8 
atoppecl in the ldniatri .. in SeJ.con. He cited u an euaple, a recent 
via it by the Minister ot National Econaq, e&rl')"1ns a detecrtive novel. 
Queried b,y Tbuan, t.he Miniater said, in subR&nce: "All we, ar ~ 
elM, do in the office 1• to read tbeM. We are vaitins." 

C<M4DIT: 

Thuan vu very obriou.q u.p:cy diaturbed by the preant a1tlat1on, 
conv1.nMd that it can o~ be l"MMlwd ._., At~.ncan leaderahip, and equall;y 
convinced that he ia helpleu to do 8D.J'tbins. 'l'hia lut ia &lmoat eerta!nl¥ 
correct. 
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