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Ruf'ua Phillips 

CO>"'lvera&tion \lith Vo Van llai on 6 September 1963 

1. Hai said that he va.a I!Xtrem~~~ di~~eouraged because the President 
had beeaue ao ccnpletely deptndetrt on Mr. Nhu. Mr. Nhu not only wrote 
all o-r hia speeches but bia a.ruNera to preaa queri" as vell. IIC'M'e"''er, 
rnm vo alvaya caref'ul. to preMrVe the Preai.clerrt'a .feelings that :1e and 
not Nhu actual.4 1!llde the deeiaiona. 

2. 3ai vaa of the opinion that extreme preaaure on t.•·1e President 
by the American Amba.aaador might ~e him relinquian Hr. Nhu, but he was 
not optimistic t.b&t thia vould be succeHtul. 

3. The only acceptable al t.ernati ve vaa an overthrov of the Goveztwent . 
~tr. Nhu • a cor.rtinued. preeenoe, Hai f'elt, would be a d1~er. The A.."!lericans 
shoul4 be firm and apply preaaure, -.king their po15ition knovn quietly by 
aetiona isolating the Nhu •a. He aid that the .Amsrican ktbuaador by being 
discreet about J1181t1nB public pronounceme:ata was uainc good taA:tica but at 
the same time he aboul4 nalca hia true position suft'iciently clear so that 
opponent• of the Nhu • s voul4 not loae heart. 

4. Hai said he .favored a ch~ in Governaent !'lOll, T~en i.f it meant 
loaing the Preaident, becauae the Government had complete~ lost the con­
fidence ot the people vhich it cruld not regain vith the mm •a in it. He 
aaid any subsequent goverruneat muat not be a military dictatorship; tt.~&t 

the A ericana should be firm on that point. Nor ahould the Governmnt be 
one ot a national union cbaracter llith ncb political aegment aueh as the 
Cao De.1 or the Dai Viet repreaented by a Hiniater. 'Ibis vculd bring the 
entourage of each of' theee tacticma iuto the Government and wul4 result 
in corruption and inefficiency. 

5. Aey proyi~ government 1 Ba1 believed, should contain :!lain}¥ 
t.ecbniciana and milltar;r and abould remain in ot'-riee far at least two to 
three years. 'l'o have .free elections for both the executive and ~b~ 
branches within a ~rt..r period ·t~oul4, he thought, produce chaos. 

6. Cc:mnent: Continued caution ahould be exerciaed to protect Vo 
Van Hai as an .A..>n«rtcan :f'riand and a source. I do not believe it advisable 
tor Mr. Mendenhall to see him for this reaaon. 
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