
SECREI 

Ru.:t'ua ?h!W.y:e 

c~ ot ColoDellioalls Vtm I..ae, Cbie1" of tlw: ~ a.u-eau or 
Intenlin1ater1al Caa1 ttee on 3'trat4gic Baalata on 5 Sept.-.. 
l. ColOillltllAc ia the :n~ ~ Yist.n••• officer 1n ebarg4e 

ot tho office vniclb runa tbAt strategic 1IMtlet ?rac:ram. Be is an boneat, 
level.-beaded1 pat.r:..ot!e or:tieer, vit.bout plll'IIOQA]. polltieal ..abittona. 
ae sel<ka cc 1 nata em polittca. 

~. Coloswl lee Gaid the.t the St.rategic Blla.let prueraa bad great.J.y 
slowed dam in~ ovw tbe past. 3 aontba ~of t.lw d.:tvenJion 
or o-ttieial at.tent.loa t.o tbe ~1st problAII an4 a.teriorat:ing relatiou 
between Vietnan1 w 8Dd ~icawJ. Be lRm't oo to M:f tbat (pOd relat.iona 
'between AmGan eaws aDil Yietneact• were &beolu.teq ....-rt.ial to tm rr...ce ... 
ot tbit ~· 

3· COlcuel Lee aa.td be bad -.d4 Lia Yievtl C~ to~ Luoo6 
(Interior) aDd 'f!1u8n (De:t'eoae) that .-\merican cooperation waa eMential 
and tbat. tbe :pl"'&rSl bad part1oularl3 deteriorat.od ill the Dol.ta. Col.ooel 
LBc Mid be Wld 'both Bdn.tstera that tho~ vu at PJ'eSeUt a fa.1l.ure 
tn the Delta, with ~ except.ion ot J?C!''t.l.QQB ot K1c llcla, !.ion !."\~ eel 
An Oian6 irovincee. 

4. Col<alel !..at: said be regrett.ed 3lld Qalplored t.~ art..ielea eppear1Dg 
in the 'fiatta of Vletua aDd the attit'l:lde of oerta.1n ·~ of the GoYa:m­
MUt to¥8Z'd tba Aae:rtcana. Thia at.t1tud8 vas 1nev1~ refiected at 
lCilfW lsvela and, 1! cont.i.lmod, would lloiLk.e progren 1 'lllp')Hi l:Wt. 

5. Col.anaitl lac wst. em to Sf~¥ t.Qat in his op1rJ.on, t.hit Jfb:u 'a VO:·ld nat 
1.ut 24 boure if' tM .W:ioana .-Je it clear tb&t. they orould not t.ole:rate 
vat. ... being aa:d abwt tbell. Be tl&id that cmtJ)'CDI knew, 1nclud.1na 
~~ that Vi.W. ..aa ·~ ~t ·c!poo A:lerlcan support. ttl clef"ee.t 
t.be ~Ut-e and that 1.t Sl.u ma4tlt ay ncm~ to pt tblt Aam'icana out, or 
if' t.bo .Aan-ieana -..de 8JV JDOYe -~ get out btlcau8al ot tbe iDa.l '•, tbot Ilbu 
vee f'inlabiJd. /lay aeti<m by Bnu whian ll88 clltar~ turrli.ne tt.a eoun:t.cy 
over to the ~:ulitrta, such aa nagotiat.lma vttb tbe IS' Ol' aetioaa forcing 
the Americana out, ~ould prcm:tk.e an ~ un1~ reactias .f'nxll the of­
ftcer oorpa of the .~. 
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