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The Arbassedor Septarbor 5, 103
Aufus Fhillive

Comsents of Colooel Hoang Van Lac, (hief of the Permanent Buresu of
Interministeriel Committee on 3tratagic Hmalats on 5 September.

1. Calonal lac 1s the nighly campetant Viestommese officer in charge
of the office which runs the Strategic Hamlet Program. He is an honest,
lavel-headed, patriotie offieear, without personal political anmbitions.
e seldom comments on politica.

2. Colonel lac said thet the 3trategic Bmmlet prugram had grestly
slowed déown in progress over the past 3 months because of the diversion
of ofticial attention to ihe Buddhist problem and dateriorating relsations
betwesn Vistnanese snd Americans. He went on to say thet gpod relations
botween Amarieans and Vietnamsse werw abwmolutely essential to the succass
of tha mrogrem.

3. Colonel lec peid he had med2 Lis views cloar to dinister Luong
(Interior) and T™wsn (Defense) that Americec cooperation was sssential
and that the yrogran had particularly deteriorated in the Delts. Colonel
Lac sald be told both ministers that the program was gt present s Jatlwore
in the Delta, vith the exception of portione of Kien Hom, Xien fhong and
An Glang rrovinces.

4. Colomel Lac said he regretied and deplored the articlss eppesring
in the Timss of Vietnem and the attitude of certsin zlements of the Covern-
mnt tovard the Americansg. This sttitude wvas inavitably reflected at
lower lavels and, if contimsed, would make yrogress (spoesidle.

5. Colonzl lac vent on to say that in nis opinion, the Hni's wo.ld not
last 2h howurs if the /Americans made it clear that they would not Lolerate
what vas being seld sbout them. Be sald that everyone knew, including
Whu, that Vietnss was sbeclutely dapendont upon American suppowrt to dsfeat
the Commmists and that i ¥ou oeds any nove to got the Aszerlicans out, or
if the Amoricens mede any move o get oul because of the Hhu's, that Nbu
vas finlshed. Any actlon by Eou which was clmrarly turning the camtxy
over to tire commnista, such as nogotiations with the DRV or actions foreing
the Americans out, wvould provoks an almost wniversel reaction from tbe of-
ficer corps of the fomy.
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