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Conversation with a u~ reliablR, vell-inf'o1"1118d source 
on 2 Se-ptember 1: ;63 

1. Source asked me to va.rn the American ''secret MrVice" that Nhu 
would make a major att~ to incr:lainate it; that tJae article in the 
Tilles of Vietnam was only tbe beginning. Sollree sai4 that the Americans 
should be particularly wary o1" possibl.e provocateurs and penetrations. 
He was not absolutely certain but bel.ieved tbat 'lhu had ~ penetrated 
tbe "secret service" and would produce sa. concr.te eYidmlce o'f this. 
~ch ot the attack would probably foc:ru.s on UBIS aa a cover mechanism of 
the "secret service. 11 

2. Source also inf'on!Jed JDe that the Papal. Delegate, .Asta, and the 
Italian Ambassador were attempting to persua.da Mr. lfbu 'to leave Viet.Daa. 
Be did not believe that Nb.u woul.d honestly agree to leave or that the 
President would agree to his leaviDg unless SCIIleOil8 replaced him who 
also had the President's confidence. ibe on.ly" person suitable as a re­
placemen.t would be the youngest brother, Ngo Dinh Luyen, now Ambassador in 
London. !Alyen, according t.o source, had the respect and liking of the 
Arflr3, the flexibility needed to deal with the situation and to rall.y good 
people again around the President. However, he fel.t it llight be difficul.t 
to persuade Wyen to Calle • The only person vbo might be abla to persuade 
him, he thought, vas GeDaral Icnsdale. 

3· In a.nswer t.o a question on his opinion of !huan as a possible 
repla~t :for Jlhu, if' he vent, source said that a. felt thiS would be 
going :r.r~ bed to worse. i'huan, he said, is wideq known to be thorOUI)l}¥ 
disbonaat and he is, therefore, not respected by tbe Arlrl:f or civil.ius. 
Mllreov'er 1 Ilhu completel.~r controlled IJhuan since he {'lhu) bad a ccaplete 
(\088181" on Thuan IS ille&a.l. financial transaction& and :f'und transfers to 
Prcnch and Swiss b6.nks. llhu could have Thuan Jail.ed in an instant ~J 
revealing this ev:i.dance to tbe President or he could have him assassinated 
aDi '.rb.uan lm8W it. Therefore, a replace:llleot of :Nhu by ~' as t.he chief 
advisar to the President 1 would only result in a retention of the lfuu 
entourage aDd busiuess as usual by this entourage during lfuu' s absence. 
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