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TO: The &"'lbuaador 

i'Ra-H Ru.f'u.s C. PhUlipa 

~: Conversation vith Seeretar;y Thua.'l on 9 July 1963 
and Reea.cmended Action 

10 July 1963 

l. A:f'ter d18CU88ing SO!le problems concerning the IXW&uent of UBON supplies 
on the railroad, Thuan aaked me haw serious I thought the current political 
crisis vas. I Mid I thought tt vaa extreme~ aeriou.a, was growing 
ateadi.l¥ worse, and I did not at present see hov it vaa soins to end in 
anythi.ng but an upheaval. I then asked Thuan what hia personal useaa­
ment of the situation was - :f'riend to f'l"iend - and ott the record. 
Thuan f'1r8t said that vha'tevtJr he said wu to be ccnaidered aa COr.Iplet.e~ 
contidential an4 hoped that I VOJ.ld respect hie cantidence as an old 
triend. 

2. Thuan then anavered that t..~e Pres1clent had become compl.et.e.:cy a prisoner 
of hia fac.t..:cy. "I emphaaise the word 'comp~', '' he said. !·~ next 
question was Whether any :·:1er.J:ler or t~e fa:-:i4 gave t.he President an even 
part1~ true picture of the eit'.lation. He INLid - no, on the contrary, 
they underplqed the situation to tbe Preeident and, ::l0re0Ver1 tbat they 
did not t.'le.mselves realise ita aeriouaneas. 

3· The Nhus, and particular.:cy, he said, the Bishop, had such an inflated 
idea of their own importance that they bad no conception of vhat people 
thought of tb.en or of how they vere hurting the President. The Bishop, 
he continued, had become comp~ r.edieval 1!1 his outl.oak and actions. 
He vas mixing te.~ power vi tl1 religion in &.'l unbelievable va;y-. For 
instance 1 Vhen he went out nov 1n Hue he vaa ~· escorted by police 
vith sirens blowing just like the President. Thuan aaid that r:1811Y pro&r.in­
ent Catholics had become entirely d1agusted Vith Biahop Thuc. Some ot 
hie moat of't'en81ve., yet well-known actions, concerned his business deal­
ings, i;'l pa.rticu.l.a.r the acquisition, as his personal property, of :nany 
large buildings ia Saigon. All of bis lu¥! been accomplished through 
Governr:-lent f'avoritiam. 

4. Thu.a.."l aaid that he thought the Uhus, partieular4 !4me Nhu1 had rea.ll.y 
go."le out of tl1eir r.:inds. Talking to Nhu vaa like talking to a al.eep­
valker. Nhu had no conception of reallty. His attempts at manipulating 
the Repu.blican Youtll, while dietributing photos of hi.:-nael.t in a pose 
sL-ni.lar to that in ~..1ich the President is shown, vas "utter foolishness. ·• 
Thuan B&id that vas the onl¥ word he could think of to describe it. 
1-tne Nhu • s deacription of the Solidarite as a vast popular ~ .. ;e,lt in 
back of her vaa even mare ridicu.lous. Tnuan aaid that one d.Gnger in the 
present situation, not to be disni.saed, vas that Uhu hinself rr.ight atte::pt 
hia own "coup," Sll'atL'led u he vas in his delusions of grandeur. 
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5. According to Thuan, M9W8l. people have tried to tell the Presi4ant t.'-le 
truth 'but be would not liaten. He ia cozuplete~ deaf to ~mention of 
the aetiona of members of hia tanily. Thuan aaid that he had, therefore, 
come to the concl.uaion that the rreaident vas going to let the fad.~ 
ruin him and t.~ no'bocly could do anything to prevent it. Tbe Ooverw:lent 
wu, therefore, doomed - it vaa on,4r a quetrtion of vben, unle&& some 
m1racle occurred. 

6. I uked 'l'huan Vb&t. liOUl4 bappen in cue of an Oftl'tbrov of the Qo\rernment. 
'l'buan said - "The eDd of Vietnar.1. It Vill be chaos." I asked if he thought 
there vu ~ who could replace t.be President and he said "~, no 
one." I &&1d I had the im,pression that certain groupa were aJ..read¥ prepar­
ing for a. apllntering of Vietn.aru into fa.ct.ions. He a.nsvered, ''Of courae, 
V'uat elae'l" 

7. !·tv next question vas about what could be done, what measures rrJ.ght be taken 
which wotld nave at least same C:l&.'rlce of sueceas~ avoiding chaoa. '1'huan 
repUed that he thought the moat useful meuure vou.ld be to bring General 
Lana4ale back, but the time vu not yet ripe. 'l'be President didn't reaJ.1¥ 
.feel the situation was aerioua, so he nigP.t oot listen at tbia point - nan 
to General Lanad&le. The ace card vould then have been ~ed.. I aaked 
T'.auan now he propoeed to •tilnat.e lf..oen wu the 'right time' since ahoet 
any ti.'ile could be too late with tue situation getting more and more out of 
control. He agreed ti!&t almost ~~ time could be too late &1ld tl..at perhapa 
General Ianadale ahould be aak.ed to come out ilmaediate~. He said he 1ftW4 
d1.8eu88 the recall of General Lan"'aJe with ycu u soon as you got back 
aiooe he .kneW you vou.ld Wlderata.ad the reaaous for receJJ ing hLT. a."ld would 
not let peraonal teelinga intertere vi t.u yoo.r judgment. 

8. He then said ne vas most anxious to see you and that he particularly wanted 
to know vnat the eituation vaa in Washington. 

9· Ccnaents aud. ~iona. As pravioualy stated., Thuan aaked ne not to 
rewe.l b.ie CQIGenta to anyone else because of their sensitivity. For this 
reuon I have confined thia in.for.aation to you, with the exceptio:1 of in­
dicating to Bill Trueheart that 'l'nuan appeared very peasi...-dstic about the 
outcome of the current crisis, did not feeJ. be vas getti..g t:~"l to the 
?reaident, and a.l8o that he had :.aeationed to me the idea of reca.lllng 
General La.nsdale but vaa concerned that tae timing be right. 

I don't know what Thuan will tell you. l1e a, ot course, fighting tor hia 
own survival, and I bave the impreaaion that he baa ambivalent i'eelbgs 
about bringing aomeone back vbo may uncover the tu.ll extent or vl-£t has 
been going on in "tD.e Palace and 'W'hGA ile cannot :periiO"..l&l.J.¥ Llfluence as 
much aa aoceone with a more reat.ricted circle of contacts. I do not be­
lieve that hia opiniona, one ~ or the other, should be e. deteruini11g 
factor in deciding on General Iaenad•le' s return. 
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The events at the l&at few ~s only tend to coutir::1, in ~ own Llind, the 
reeom:;Ienclatior-.1.8 made to Bill Trueheart 1n 1~ ;:ne;norandur.'l of 5 July concern­
ing the recall of General Lanadale. Even if svents have paased the stage 
at Which President Dier:: can be aaved, rutcl.l ::n&lV' seem to fee.l ia the cue 
but of Which I &"!1 not entirely convinced, General 'Wmadal e • a presence 
here would still be or the utmoat value. It t.ile u.s. is forced to sane­
now help put toget.b.er a new gove:rnment 1 t.here 1a m one else nore qual.it1ecl 
to aaa18t with 8UCh a taak. No one elM uata, 1n my conaidered opL'lion, 
Who hu the .oecea-.r;y degree of' perao!l&l connMnce and reapect :f'rom all 
the partiea involved Which ia required. to create a aatiatacto:ry :replacenent 
tor the p:reaent government. To depend almo.-t ent!rel¥ upon the Vietna"'18H 
to acaor.;pllah t.:nis teak t.llenaelvu 1 Vhich ia what I predict v1ll happen 
unleaa General La.na4ale 18 reoaJled, is t.o greatly increue the riak.a of 
cbaoa ewer What they might otherwiM be. 

One last thought about a&eign.,"lent - it you do make the deciaio.l to request 
General I.Am8dale's recall, I YOilld sugge.t that he be ua18ne4 as a 
Special AaaiR&l'l't to the Office of the A.'!"haaeador to vork direct~ for 
you under your supervi.aion. 
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