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10 July 1963
T0: The Anbassador
FROM: Rufus C. Fhillips

SUBJECT: Conversation with Secretary Thuan on 9 July 1963
and Recoiriended Action

After discussing some problems concerning the novement of UBOM supplies

on the railroed, Thuan asked me how serious I thought the current political
crisis was. I sald I thought it was extremely serious, was growing
steadily worse, and I did not at present see how it was going to end in
anything but an upheaval. I then asked Thuan vwhat his personal assess-
ment of the situation was - friend to friend -~ and off the record.

Thuan first said that vhatever he said was to be considered as corpletely
confidantial and hoped that I would respect his confidence as an old
friend.

Thuan then answered that the President had become corpletely a prisoner
of his fa:ily. "I emphasize the word ‘completely',” he said. My next
question was whether any nerber of the fa:lly gave the Presideat an even
partially true pilcture of the situation. He said - no, on the countrary,
they underplayed the situation to the President and, moreover, that they
did not themselves realisze its seriousness.

The Nhus, and particularly, he said, the Bishop, had such an inflated
idea of their own irportance that they had no conception of what people
thought of them ar of how they were hurting the Presidemt. The Bishop,
he contimued, had beconre completely nedieval in his cutlook and actions.
He was mixing teaporal power witi: religion in an unbelievable way. For
instance, when he weat out now in Hue he was always escorted by police
wvith sirens blowing Jjust like the Fresident, Thuan said that rany prowin-
ent Catholics had become entirely disgusted with Bishop Thue. Some of
his most offensive, yet well-known actions, concerned his Business deal-
ings, 1n particular the ascquisition, as his personal property, of =any
large buildings in Saigon. All of tiais had been accomplished through
Govermment favoritisn.

Tauan said that he thought the Nhus, particularly Mme Nhu, had really
gone out of tneir minds. Talking to ifu was like talking to a sleep-
walker. Nim had no conception of reality, His attepts et manipulating
the Republican Youth, while distributing photos of hizself in a pose
sinilar to that in which the President is shown, was "utter foolisiiness.’
Thuan said that was the only word he could think of to describe it.

Mne Nhu's description of the Solidarite as a vast popular moveseat in
back of her was even mare ridiculous. Tnuan said that one danger in the
present situation, not to be disnissed, was that Nhu haimself might attept
nis own "coup,” swathed as he was in his delusions of grandeur.
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According to Thuan, several people have tried to tell the Presidemt the
truth but he would not listen. He is completely deaf to any mention of
the actions of meubers of his fanily. Thuan said that he had, therefore,
come to the conclusion tuat the Fresident was going to let the fauily
ruin hiz and that nobody could do anything to prevent it, The Governnent
vas, therefore, doomed - it was only a question of when, unless some
miracle occurred.

1 asked Thusn what would happen in case of an overthrow of the Covernment.

Thuan said - "The end of Vietnari. It will be chaos.” I asked if he thought
there was anyone who could replace the President and he said "Frankly, no
one." I said I had the Lmpressicu that certain groups were already prepar-
ing for a splintering of Vietuan into factions. He answered, "0Of course,

waat else?”

My next question was aboul what could be done, what meagures might be taken
wnich would have at least some chance of successfully avoiding chacs. Thuan
replied tuat he thought the most useful measure would be to Wring Gensral
Lansdale back, but the time was not yet ripe. The President didn't really
feel the situation was serious, 80 ae night not listen at tiis point - svemn
to General Lansdale, The ace card would then nave been played. I asked
Touan nhow he proposed to estinate wuen was the 'right time' since alnost
any time could be too late with tae situation getting more and more out of
control. He agreed tual aluost any time could be too late and that perhaps
General lLansdale should be asked to caue out immediately. He said he would
discuss the recall of General Lansdale with you as soon as you got back
since he knew you would understand the reasons for recalling hir sand would
not let peraonal feelings interfere with your judgment.

He then said ne was nost anxious to see you and that he particularly wanted
to know wmat the situation was iu Wasihiagton.

Couents acd Recaxendations. As previously stated, Thuan asked e not to
reveal his caments to anyoue else becsuse of their sensitivity. For this
reason I have confined this inforustion to you, with the exception of in-
dicating to Bill Trueheart that Thuan appeared very pessinistic sbout the
outecome of the current crisis, did not fseel he was getting t.rough to the
Fresident, and also that he had meationed to me the idea of recalling
General lLansdale but was concerned that tae timing be right,

I don't know wiat Thuan will tell you. e is, of course, fighting for his
oun survival, and I bhave the impregssion that he has anbivalent feelings
about bringing someone back who may uncover the full extent of what has
been going on in toe Palace and whaa ie cannot personally iafluence as
ruch as someone with a more restricted circle of contacts. I do not be-
lieve that his opinions, one way or the otoer, should be g deleruining
factor in deciding on General Lansdale's return.
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The events of the last few days only tend to coufir:, in =y own aind, the
reconuendations nade to Bill Truehesrt in iy asemorandun of 5 July coancern-
ing the recall of Qeneral Lanedale. Even if events have passed tae stage
at which President Dien can be saved, which many seem to feel is the case
but of whicn I an not entirely conviaced, General Lansdale's presence

nere would still be of the utmost value., If the U.S. is forced to some~
how nelp put together a new governzent, there 1s no one elae more qualified
to assist with such a task. No one else exists, in ry coasidered opinion,
who has the necessary degree of personal confidence and respect from all
the parties involved whien is required to create a natisfactory replacerent
for the present government. To depend alnost emtirely upon the Vietnamese
to acoon:plish tuls task thenselves, whieh is vhat I predict will happen
unless General Lansdale is recalled, is to greatly increase the risks of
chaos over what they night otherwise be.

One last thought about assignment - if you do meke the declsio: to request
General Lansdale's recall, I would suggest that he be assigned as a
Special Assistant to the Office of the Anbassador to work directly for
you under your supervision,
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