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Subject: 

1. 1:-esida::t Diet:'< ope:led the convweation b1 Ulkillg if' I t.t Viaited 
any provin~ Neerrt.l.y. I replied that I t-.ad, particular~ irl tne Cerrt.er 
and t;·..at the Stratagic ~ pragz am vaa ccntiwine to .-ke J.ll"()Sr'eN. I 
aa.1d ve wre particu.l.ar)¥ !l&Vfn that in -~ 'l'ri a::ld Thua ?.!ten, Pi.€11 il8d 
been cUstribut.ed out to 8\'eii t.be :aoet ieolatecl h.u.ta. The PrMidant M.14 
tr•t :~e vas ver; ploaMd vita t..'lia prQINI4. I M14 y..a t.hat the l*'Pla al8o 
a.ppearec1 to be plaa.eed 'but o:vt thin& warr1e4 me ln tnt.a area; ma.."l,Y of ~.4• 
farr:lera, evez:. Li the d!at.a.."'l't ;:~, ve-e~ a ....U piece of yel.l.ow 
elotn pb:<ed to ti•eir C~\-· 

2. T'ua ~- roaident did ;KJt COi!!iloftnt on this oot ..W about. a pl'Ofjreaa 
report o : ko Stratog1c lJarolet pragJ"al4 Vb1ch I had prcal.H4 :.im, c.cit in ~..fa,y. 
I gave d.'A a rt ve-pege ~ of the rtrpQrt in F:rench vit.i&Otrt t.ne at.t.fleh­
me~lta on ~. Ccrpa Area ~•1ch cont.ain t..1e a.tailed province-by .. provi:.ce 
aaM&a:':lerrt.a. T"ie .Pree1dent then ~ t.o.t ao llNCb dapet~ upon the 
proviueo c~1i•f b carrying 0\.lt tae S~ic ll8alet prosl'8i4• 

3. Por ex&."'Pla, he •14, Cololel Dien (the Pbuoe-:81:-l.ll-T~• Spec 1al 
:~ ~:xier) liU r.alti·>g ~ 1a r:auoc '1"ll.anU daptt.e atroQS VC mi ... 
ta.~cc V' .• ilo other p.l"(JVi:ICe cb1efa wi't.a eaa1er aitlationa aoccr.apl1anod aot.n­
i:lg. .i-icvevGr I ::.e ,... worried &bCJ.;t Colonel D1en 1a n.J.t.b.. ue clroft !.meelt 
too lial"d, ru;-.:~l:~ 0'! uarvoua l'll'lCt1"&Y alone; L'ld n18 luoca 1N1"e 'ball. I -s­
Getl't4d t:l&t GOr.:e o.f t. . .e l.ced mignt. be ~· on J)1en it' ue co·uld be pven 
a larger a:d ;:ore able .tat'f. Tbe PrUident Mi4 Die:1 na4 requested suet. 
auitrtance aad t.lat .~ '.18d ~ to ne.lp n!.m. 

4. I t.old t..-~ fTOaicleat tt.at we ilad recently !!85a a ateceae:t'..U. 11/J.ip­
r;.ent of 8UiJ::.l.1eo 'tO Fat.:.1er IJoa to ope;: up a - ~ to liai Ye>1 a-.'ld I 
tiiougJ'lt t..l&t t.aLo wre progreuine well in J'atbc' uaa•a area. ~ .. Presi­
dent said .• e was p.laued t.o ;lear tJlat. I then aakecl t..'1e PreaiJhrrt when be 
bt.e·dOO. to create t.l:l4 :':1/!M provinee west of Sai&On· Be said a il8W prov'i.."lCe 
could not be creat.ed overnigtrt; !t wu part,1cularq dU'ficult to t"h1d the 
rl(;.Jt pereo< for l-rov1oco ~11et. He t.i.Wl aa1tec1 ~ tho Mi..•iater of J)ef'enae 
a·:d );Liietar of I:~rior to .PJ"'PPOM canc114atea and tbey harl bee·1 ablo to 
?rodu.ee o,lly t-110 1 . .cit.ber or ln.IOC were vall qualltied. 'me Pnlai&ut then 
launcued i •t.~ a dJ.acmaaion or tile d1ff1cult.1ea or running &l: u.~ 
country V!iere adeq,uate par80'.nel were not available. He Mid t.hat the "pe­
tite ca;.!rl~s exiat.ed :L1 adaq-....t.o (\ll&:tt1ty but rDt r-.1 1-.lera or admi..'lia­
trators. T:·,~ civiliana tend to be a:f"raid or were too regulation-bowld 
Vi;ila t.::1c ;:.iUt.ary te;ldi.Jd to be too direct and. intlexible. l:le aaid that 
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tbe :NIA wu 1-.cM 61'*luat1ns sooct penonnel altt10QSb t.Qey were )"'U.'l8 but 
that tile t1rat tnree c'arr• W :lOt bad erq atudenta vith the tint 
cJesNe :S.Cho (~). Aceclft1ng to the ~, being a dis­
trict or p1"'rince ci1.iet call.ecl for 8CIMt e4ucat1onal 'bac:kground. 'l'hia 
wu al8o tbe cU.ff1oW.ty vita tbe milltar,r. In IMS41t1on, t.Qe aili:tart 
tended. to 4irect rather tl&'l to ,......,. and ~ 4S4 llOt .IL'lCW hOW' to 
talk to tile pop.Uatton. Be 8&14 r• ba4 recently repl.ace4 three pl"'Yince 
ch!e.ta tbr ftrioua ~· Col.tutl t1t 1n An X~ vas baa1calq 
a e;oo4 man but W 'beer1 ovcoar.ae b,y the cli.tt1cult1• ot l!if Job. Tbe 
prwiows prov1...-1ee cntet in Long An clid not &.'lOW hew t.o CO"tll:!Unicate witt> 
t.be popt,llat.ion, and MaJor 'lho, taa fCir.llll1'" province Chi~ ot Dinb. 'J.'uong, 
vu not. a sODd adldaitrtrator hart."l£ had. too D&"\Y ot.bltr 30be to <lo. 

5. 'l'be Piwid.ent Mid rw ~ tnat to.e st.rateste lla1alet. 
.t'rOSZ•- a prastw ot bailie -.ccrac;y an4 t.bat tnia vu the onliY VII¥ 
to prooeell 1n an ~ country. Otber approachee hall t'ailad 
in Jtura, 'l'l&1lan4 and.~~ yet. Vhat tAe Oovwnment vu t.r;v1 .. ng to 
do in the Strat.esie .u.wrt pJ'OfP'8ia wu compl.eteq overlooW b:f the op­
po~a1tton. '1"be oppoe1t1on, 1nelud1r..g the Ce.rawll.e szooup, ,.. a mob vit.b­
out a plan. 1'bey 8pOke ot ~ Wt tl8'YWl" pran1ce4 it t.h81Hlve&. 
'l'beir pl.at1'arm vu onq "put • in poww in place ot Die." Y1etna 41cl 
not '*14 auc:'l oppoeit1on but it 41.4 need. GaiOOI"WC;Y at. tbe bue 1 1. e. 1 

the stJtatesic a-let p.rogram. 

6. fte Preeident Mi4 that t.0ere were a lot. of generals in t.he 
A:n:rr Who al.tlo 4id not undentancl ~ Stratestc llllmlet p:I'08:Ni or what 
tbe war vae all Uo.J.t. lie h.t replaee4 e0111t of t.t..-e generala aa4 al­
lGWCl younger awn to OCIM i~ ~itiona ot ee and vbo und.eratool., yet 
ae wu beiOC critic1se4 b.Y Arlc'ican correspon4enta tor ri&Ving replececl 
or putiM4 u14e t.ue be8t lAa&1e:ra L'l the Mrr:s. Take OeaeraJ. Don tQr 
1netanoe1 he .Ucl. 'f:ie re,Pl•c•·•lt. ot Don aa I Corpa eo--ldlllr had 
been stror-.W ~ b.Y Ge':wral li&Tkina becauae Do:1 vu :oot assn•­
•tve. BOlli the ~ were aa;rine; be vu t..'le beat officer in tbe 
lt.rrtJy. 'nle Preeident tb.en .lal.clc.he4 1~ a bitter denl;•ciation at t;1e 
preu. lie ea14 he eoul4 110t u.nd.erata.'l4 V..--ry Vietnaa Ua4 to be humillatod 
b.Y the Mm1.e&t~ f're&a 1 pct.1cularq vben it var one ot the rw t.rua 
tl-1.encl8 tiA US had L'l Aaia. Be -.14 the ~ did:1 •t treat 
lk&na, Illdon.Mia, CamhcwUa, -- OGU:4tr1ea Which vere baltic~ noetile 
to tue tB, thia Yrltf• Be 8&14 he vaa aure that the reaction to thia k.1n4 
or h1.DU1atiou a.'lll crit1ciam D0-'1& t..'le population was VfR"Y bad arl4 miabt 
rMUlt in. 10ae kind ot axploaion suer. aa occurred on 1'aiwan. 'l'!le ?reai-
4ent eaicl t.nat. Bwwnek tM ft'fl!1 aceuaed B1ahop Thuc of poeanai.n8 hta 
or1 G"II.Y. Biabop '!nuc llen't a cable to !lwweak, paid out or d.l 01r1 
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)'Oeket, Vi41cu coat. •• .ta 1.21000 p:lutroa, 4e~no1n& ~. aocu .. t.ton an4 
bnate;.;.l·c to aae ttw••*· i"~ Pree!Mut. uUcl panHtuetioal.J¥ ttny 
he wu nw beL• retcN4 to Oi1l\f aa "'Romat• Catbolic Pre.14aut. J)iec{ 
;:10 l.onpr Jwrt. '.fzeaideut l>iea. !.'ilia vu ~ unfair. Be ll&1d. .:.o 
t.lt tba't -.a CJ'i tic !at ne pn.e 'be,road. Vhat o"• ooul4 NMOnabq n­
peet tlle Covwr~m~e~;t to beu-. 

1. 1'be ~ideut. t:M'tt lauuoue4 1<Jto a lone hi~Jt.or7 o£ l'!uddt~i~ 
in Yiett-. a:ld ~ l"u'dhiat at"ta1r t"tooa the be&iuci.t&• 'ro beciu W1t.i1 1 

t.De f-r.aicla;lt aaid, ~ prue :..u talM:l¥ pr•enW Y1et...-a u a llud­
dht.t oount.l')". 'f1et....a w.. r~ a Bnd4h1at nor a Ca~c count.J71 but 
a CcJotw:ianiat. 00\l!!"tq. 'lhia waa vt..y, lttle.i be ._... Preai4e:.lt. 1 ;1e re­
i:iR&tad ~.e ~1Cieut Vi.t~ Govttrweut prwrtice ot ObMJ"YL."18 Co,Lf'\lciua' 
b~ aa a l1altdq. The lbd4.:~1.ata occu.w tile -.. place \nld.itiOr'""i­
all.T 1r• V1df't..7&m aa 1!1 C:..Ll&. The ~ieta repreMUted b,y the Qe,:IG'al 
Auociat.10:l ot ~iata vu Vhat vu called 'lluddhia Re.:l0¥'8. · -r:..,­
vve ori&i:l&l.q QO•ieO'Nd by the Frencll 1a tbl p:re-V'Qrl4 War U ,..n 
to 41Yida tue nat1ona.l.iat.a 1:, Yi.t:an. Durin& the war as;ai':at u. 
~'reach, re:-JOV&t,ed ~!a vu ?S~t.cl. bJ the V J etcorlg &:ld rlour­
iarACI. m.oatl.¥ b Cen"tZ'al VietlS& &nM eot.tl"'lllllcl by the V1e'tcol.C1 prior 
to .1954. TneM u.a varo r:aLllJ Bi.~ Di!Ul, ~1&'11 ~pi a."ld FhU Yen Pro­
vir..a aa4 part:l.&l.l¥ !'bua Thien a;l4 Qta'18 'trt.. 'l'hia wu vl17 t..here .,.. 
flO~ IIUpport for~ JbddLien a.'ld tr ... GeDenl a..4dh18t Aa80-
c1&tioa 1 .• t:.•• Souw, aoept. 1u SaiaO·•· m.a.rucoe in the &out..~, lUl­
cL:.ia vaa of a tn41t101l&l !l&t.u.nl w1tn 1u41Vi4l.ial temp.loe La 'tae vU­
lapa llhiell vera v1a1tecl b)- maiilly t.iAe Voli•u o . .tCe OZ' twice a year. 
Otten t.noae tel~ 'IMl"e tomt. a;id. ot.iler niatarieal ~inea and :41111 
pG'Uapa O;~ or tift> ol4 :noaka vho attended tc~. T'uere vu onlo¥ oaa lbl· 
4h1at. MC"t 1a t.:te Scalth V'~1cll hal1 poe-Mel aD¥ real orpn1zat.io>.l anA 
t.bat 1IU the Co Soil Von s.ot Vhic:ll wu r¥W bel.na alal'ldered by 'tbe Oea•­
ral. lbd4h~ AHootat.ion. It wa tzoua that iu receot yeara t.Ue Co Son 
Moi1 l.-1 4v1.nd.lAd in at.re;~ but 1t wu tt• t.n4.1t1oual auMMIIt orga­
:UMt.io'l 1.1 ~·• Soutb. ~.1U'e.f01"8, Bul:14b1am ua4 very little ~part 1n 
tae Soutl~ an4 ia tae Ce;~t.ar. MuC::: of ita~ vaa part~~ 
;d.at.-~. 

8. T'rut Preeidoo•t aa14 ta&t t.taere vaa '""' aona14erable atrti"e SObS 
on Yit.Uicl the Jiuc14h18t ~t betvec.J>1 t.b.e Co So:< Mcxl aad. t.r ... e General 
AaiiOCtat.iot~ Vhieh ;:l8ll ~ takea over b¥ l'OWlSW .QIOllU iluc.h u Chau 
&Del Mi..;¥1 Vbo nro t..-ul¥ upate.rta a.ld !.:1 a htato.ry ot bei."l& 'adftttturera·• 
i;l tbe liorih betore aa4 a."'"'t.er Gon.eva, a~l4 ..no bll4 bee a v1 th tile V 1et.rai::m 
be:fore tbat.. Tbe Preaidant aid. t.t-.at un.rortunaw}¥ Q,uan& vaa too vea1l 
and Xhiet. too ol4 to prort4e &1~ .real ~ip. They 'ftH bei~ uaed 
by t.l:l ... ~ :xa~.u. 



'). 1.\"'c\.'ltllt acUo~w against. ':ia Ocw-ar.aent were t..-. ult.imate in 
1'~1t.udAI. tae ~id.ent. .u. Before t.he preaeilt Ocmtrwalln't came 
to power, ~ilia o.s. ;:)ft'V 'beeu .. ~ to orsantse wr !lad. 1t. 
r.cetved lVI¥ .. :won. llowefttr1 u.--.r :1ta Clovarn•ant moN ~ •. & 
been buUt t.nan 1~1 tae :pii"'T1oua twenty or t.."lirty ~· llla Gonrn­
ment W 0..:1 t.r .. e 1'1ntt to COlt.r1buW to the eor~i0:1 ot lid4h1.-t 
t4n.plea; 1fi ~ t.r..e Goftr!»aent. • a u.~ Xa Lot WIOW4 :1e'NI" ;.ail been 
l:W..lt. 

lO. 'Jbll ~14eat. t.i.:.8t1 lau:10t..-!. 1:M a 'blow-b)-blow account of 
the Buddniat atfa1r ~ t.iA Oe&h•L-JS of ti>e lac!.M~& i.n .W. or. ~ 6. 
'1'o ~ n.ia optn.tona: Tne Ocwernment nll4 been r~lt. a:'lll'l ~· 
l'i~Udd.hi.ata V'!"''l& ~ t.ae attatr. J'or 1natanoe, there wu :10 
4o.<twt 1H t.ia ud~ld. ttat tu.e Vicrtcong t..:L Mt. ott plut.te ~ cblr1n6 
the 1;1c!Mirt. b llle; 'tile oatU1"e of t..'.l8 vow.llda 1nt'l..1Gt.e4 pro•.S. tnia .. 
I t.r1acl to point out. tt.t no ratter vhat t:Ae t.rutl; vu, tt 8Ppe&Nd 
t!at cma- 95j of tbe pcllpU.].ation 1r~ tbe Tuua Thien &ad Quan6 Tr1 a.rea 
~ t.aat 'tii8 GoNr.-rt. ha4 been at tault. &4 ,.. ra.ponaible f'ar 
ldll.1tl8 people 4w-i.."lC t.he dano:Jatrat.ioo. The h"eaida;rt. Npl.ie4 t..•t 
tl•t• ~nave bee-u. t.r'lie rt&ht a...~ t.=--t 1ncideat. but vaa :JO lo:car 
true. a. vu au-e becala• t~ W talked. to peep~ chlrin& h1a recent. 
vtait. to lbl. Alllo t.he oaroaer • • repcJi t provac1 t.bat tbe Qove:rn:aent 
had 'lOt .... I'Oapl);l&i ble. 

l.l. T~e Preeida:•t t.hen 8poke b poeat. cleta1l about varioua aubter­
tupe beta& uMd b;r t.ae Rl0i1ka1 1aclwSt '16 cplo,yir-s ;,oo.U.aa'• f'.rQil t.1• 
ISI'keta 4a lllld. ta r.o~Ak'a el.ot.at;i6 an4 ot.llar a.v-teea, to eauae tl'oubl.e. 
Iie -.14 tl&at all the 1nf'tllrmat.1ool >A •·.ad :roeei'ftd. incUaate tJ:.at tue Oo­
ver-.:a•nt :.ad aote4 v:lt.h toe ~ of ~ .xi t.l&t tbe ~ .. 18ta 
._.. ~1~ tryt~ to aulmart t.• O.Vert-tt. He -.14 til&'t ae 
avo::.cly obJected t.o a c:oJC1.l~.at.ary attitude tolltiJ"da tueee people be­
MUae tb"Y vve o~ tr'.ri•c t.o IUOvwrt ~1• SOI'f!H"JZD~~nt. ao apo1ce 
b1tt.erq about t...e f'Mt tnat tae ~Ya1t • a nak poait.to:·~ u.S. belen 
toNo4 on itJ t;.e trut.h ue4 beerl. 41a'tort.e4 lr,r tue preu bri:.Cina t;-. ... 
terict.io·J&l ~ t.o bear an Vi•rt."Sl, t..'Ula wo.kerlLlS t.:-.e ~lt.. 
He CCL:tpal'ed tue c:rv.rNnt. a1tuat.iou to t..at v:-.1ea ex1et.e4 clur1~c the ~ 
<:0\.lp, eitbs t41f, vrc ~llil -t.enad A.~=-••&Aor Durb'roliii!J'e ~'Ja:e~~et!'ta.t.ior-.;a 
t'01' ~leY towwd t.tJt rebela, .& ~ lcM!tred the preattge of 
t:.le Qover-~t au4 had ~ rault.ed in 1t.a OV\V"ti11"011. 

12. I a.eUd tl.oe ~1cle:1't Vhet.her tA te.lt. tllat i~ al.llla;r& @Pt the 
truth t'ralt ::da own people. Tbe i-"NS1de:1t M14 tat ne 414 :10t ·IJGl.ieVe 
everyt.h1:l£ he ... tol4 &Jil toad~ OW·1 pr1ftte IIOUI"'CCC8 of ia.t"or:ation. 
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Be aa14 that tbe el&im or the ~Uta t.t'.at the Gcmtrt~D~tnt. vu carrying 
out mua U'1"'M't8 8&'&1nat tAft ,.. onl,y provocation on tt401r part. I 
Mid that. tbia ~light be 110, but t.nere were apectttc 1nc14enta of lUklntsta 
bieina arNIIte4 with no app&l"eei't due oauM, ._,. or which. vent creating a 
Vflr"1 bed impreN1on. I 11&14 that, f'Or inatanee, t.be other U:t a IUidhi.t 
JliOnk enteNd. t.ae k"C'1Mn ~and. upon learln& vu t.raile4 by NV8l"&l 
pollcemen vno tried to ernst him. He tlad liMit into the Jrm1:1ua)' tor 
MnC:tuary. Tnia i:&, I said, created. a Vf¥r¥ bed 1DipreU1on. 

13. The rr.eid.ent •14 that <>1"'dan t-.4 been given. to p.tevart. monk& 
ti'OIIl dallo!urt.ratina 'beca1IMt t.be Gowrra.,t i.,_ recei ve4 dat"tni t.e intor..­
t.ion f'rQa VC perMrt.rationa that t.t•e VC i~it.en4ed. to exploit all ~at.ra­
t.iona, vtlO'tber l'Qidhiat. or not, 'by t.Drowing cre:w~M and. •t;tin& off u­
ploaivea. In the caM or the monk .mo entere4 the ~, we pollee 
W been. atl"a14 tbat he lfli&i•t try to lNrn M!aaelt in t.ront. ot the Ia~ 
or create at:.ber cUet.ur'bancea wD1 ch voW4 c1rav a Cl'OV4 a. "\d. tnua pJ'OYi4e 
tne VC with M opportunity. l aaU4 the President 11" a.'VOM hM. ini'ol"Md 
AaNa-.Jor lfolt.in& tbat tt.ta vall ODe ot t.be •1n NMOna VhT JbWhiat 4e­
D)n8t,ft.t1ona were beL;a prevented a....S. ne ea14, ,.ea, he h.a4 ar.rt.!o!Wd it 
to t.be Ambllrador. I theu ~ tilat tt1.e OoYenaa1t ~t co~ider 
releuitl& tne ir..toz,.do."l in ita i:1t.ell.1gence report.& to the preu ao tbat 
everyone woul4 ur~ lfb.1 it vas tnat. tbe lb14h111t.a were being pre­
vented trcB dMonatrat ins;. 

14. '1"-.le PrU14en't then Wit.ch.«i into a .are philoaoph1cal a.-.t. ~ 
~ 11004 and cLanpd. t.t.e ~. ae uU4 • it I &.."lW v.bat. Gene­
ral Lan8Ciale vu [)QII 4o1n& in the U:-dted St.atea. I tol4 h1a that Oeneral 
Laneclale vaa at1U 1:1 the ~ aa AU1at.aDt to t.be Secret.al'1 ot De­
tenae. He then MUd • 11' I thought t.ae Aab .. wor aight h.aW 8Jl1 ob­
Jectiooa to General lA.nlld&l.e'a cca:iag out to Y1et.na IIS&in, it this 
could be arranaed.. I -.14 I t.houg."lt. flat, atnce l had d.18cNa8ed th.1a poe­
aibillty vitn tue Aabulaflor Who W ae.-l to be tsvorabq 1llpre88ed 
vl'tcb tile idea. ila alllo uW V"..J&t I ~t Oeneral Blu'kina' reaction 
miabt be to General l.enade'e and I ad4 I did •lOt ltnow', but auppo1ed. 
that t.bere would be ao ()bJeetio:1 an tbe &MU~~~Pt1or• that if ne e.e, he 
PI'O'bal:tl3 woul4 not be prlMril,y concer:lfld ritl• ailltary at'tatra. ~ia 
en4e4 t~ae convc•t:lon. 

15. Caraent: ~ uw 1:rt.ervuw, ti40 f-reeideat cona1stent.ly 
1n41cated t.bat he vu convinee4 t.'l&t n. vaa i.:lt'omH accuzoate~ ( vhich he 
vu not) 1n t.be II08t minute detail (aa i:l.e ••••ll to be). It waa clear 
tbat be telt t.Aat hie sincere ett"orta to take ""f!lrY 1"eMMl'l&ble aation to 
aatiaty aJ.r:f Just claJma were be12C vUlf'ull,y di~ by e:uaiea •­
n1pulati!lg t.be lbldb18ta, an4 misinterpreted bJ' Veatern ~l beoa1...,. 
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ot individual aniaoaity ep1nat. ~ia; aDd tbat. u. B. aov.n.ont repreeon. 
tat1vea were giviJ:aa t.oo IIUah cred.eDce to l:d .. oppone;.a. Receut atorln 
in the i'illta of Vietua ac~ ret'l.ttet llia viwa of tAil situation. 
J)eaptte h1a obvia-..18 triMdltneu ~ the COil'V'VaatiClll toward • 
~~ it vu aoat deproaaifts to f1DI iUII with his llind so cloaed, 
aDd 80 convincec! tbat hat ... bein£ unfair]¥ treated. 

ce: 'l'be Alabaaeador 
Mr. Joeepb L. .anmt 
Mr. John lUcbal'da,)n 
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