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MEMORANDU:; FOR THI RECORD

Subject: Couversation wit: rreside:t Diem oa 13 July 1903
Frow: Rufus C. raillips, Assista:t Director for Rursl Affairs

1. iresida:t Dies opeanoad the convesrsation Ly asking 1f I aad vigited
ay provinces recently. I raplied that I had, particularly i the Center
ad tuat the Stratagic Hanlst progrez vas contiming to oake progress. 1
said we ware perticularly nappy that in juang Tri & Tiua Thien, pigs nad
been distriiuted out to even the :oet isoclated umalets. The President said
trat e was very plsased wita tais progran. I said yes that the peopla also
appeared %o he plamsed Wt ong thing worried me in this area; many of the
farmers, eve: {: the distart sanlets, vare wearing a scall plece of yellow
clota pinnad to tueir cloti:as.

2. The resident 4id ot carmest on this but ssked about a progress
report o: tue Strategic Hemlet progrms vwhich I had promised (is back in May.
I gave ..iu a five-page swrwmry of the report in Fremeh without tihe attecn-
mets on eac. Curps Area which contaln tiw detallsd province-by-proviuce
assesacetis. Tie Fresident then remarked thst so much dspendsd upon tie
arovines ciief 1. carrying out tie Stretegic Hemlet progren.

3. For exasple, he sald, Colonel Dien (the Phuoe-Binn~Taan: Bpecial
sone Cocmasder) vas rakig orogress 1o Fuuoc Than: despite stroag VC resie-
tasee w.ile otier proviice chiefs wit: sasiser situstions acoocuplisied ota-
11g. LRowevar, 2 vas wvorried abo:t Colonel Dien's tealtn. e drove Limself
ton uard, ruatlisg o narvous energy alone; asd his lungs were bad. I sug-
cested tiat some of t..¢ load night be taken off Dien if ne could be given
a larger ad uore able starf. The Fresident said Die: nad requested suc:
assistance ad timt i@ ad agreed to nelp hin,

L, I told tue President tnatl ve had recently made a s.ccessful suip-
mant of supmlies to Fatuer [oa to ope: up a sea eatrance to iai Yen and I
taougat tiat Lol gs were progressisg well iz Father Hoa's ares. The Presi-
dent said ..2 was plz2ased to hear taat. I tuen asked the President when he
{1terdad o create tha sew provinece west of Satgon. He said a new provie
could rot be created overnight; it was particularly difficult to rind the
rig.:t parso: for irovincs Ciutef. He lad asked bota the Minister of Defeuse
ad Minister of I:terior to propose candidates and they :ad bee: able to
aroduce oily two, weither of vuos ware well qualified. The Presideat then
launciad 1:to a discussion of the Aifficulties of running a: undardeveloped
country waera adequate persoual vare not available. o said that the 'pe-
tite eadres oxisted 1) adequate mantity but ot real lasders or adminis-
trators. T2 eiviliane tend to be afraid or were too regulation-bowsd
wiile tos silitary tendsd to be too direet and inflexidle. He said that
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the HIA vas nov graduating good permsonnel altuough they ware young tut
tuat thie first turee classes had ot had any students with the first
degree Bactio (Baccslaureste). According to the President, beiug a dis-
trict or provinee calaef ¢called far sams sducational background. This
vas also the Aifficulty with the military. In addition, the military
tended 4o direct rather than to persuade and they 414 not kaow Low to
talk to the population. He sald o had recently replaced taree provinge
chiefs for variocus shorteoaings. Colovel Ut in An Xuye: vas basically
a good man but had been overcome by the difficulties of :is Job. The
previous moviasce enlef in Long An 41id not know hovw 10 exuminleoste with
the populstion, and Major Tho, tue former provinee ¢hief of Dinh Tuong,
was not a good aduministrator having had too many other jobs to do.

5. The rresidext said few uwxdarstood that the Strategic Hamlet
Progras was a prograan of basic democracy and that tuis wvas the only wvay
to procesd in a:x underdsvelopad coauitry. Other spproacies had falled
in Burma, Tuailand and elsewhare, yet what the Covernmeut was trying to
do in the Strategic Hamlet progra: wes completely overlooked by the op-
position. The opposition, ineluding the Caravells group, was a ob with-
out a plan. They spoke of demoorecy MWt never practiced it themselves.
Thelr platform was only “put me in power ia place of Dien.” Vietnsm did
not oeed such oppositios but it 4id nesd desocracy st the base, 1. e.,
the Stretegic Hamlot progrem.

6. The Fresident said tiat taere wvere a lot of generals !n the
Army who also 4id a0t uwxisrstand the Strategic Haxlet program or viat
the war was all about. He had replaced some of these generals ad al-
lawed younger aen to come 140 positions of command who understood, yet
he was being criticised by American correspondents for having replaced
or pusced aside tie best leaders in the Army. Take Gensrel Don for
instancs, e said. T:e replacens:t of Dou as I Corps Comander nad
been strongly recormendad by General Herkins because Doz was ot aggres-
sive. How tue correspondents were saylng he was t:e bvest officer in the
Armyy. The President then lmuriched {3to a ditter demusciamtion of tae
ress. e said he could not understand viy Vietnam aad to be mumiliated
by the Anmerica: Press, particularly wvhen it was one of tie fev trus
friends t.e US sad in Asla. He saild the correspondents dida't treat
Burua, Indonesis, Canbodis, -- ocountries which were basically hoetile
to the U3, this wvay. He sald he was sure that the reactio: to this kind
of humiliation and criticism among the populstion was very bed asd might
result in: some kind of axplosion suc:. as occurred on Talwan. The Fresi-
dent said trat Howsweek nad even sccused Bis:op Thuc of possessing Lils
o1 army. Bisnop Thue semnt a cable to Hewsweak, peid cut of nis o
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pocket, viica cost .iim 12,000 plastres, demcuneing tue accusation a:d
tareatesisg to sue Hewsweek. Tue Fresidevt asked pare:tietically way
ue was oW beisg refearred t0 01ly &8 ‘Rouac: Catholic Fresidant Diem”
30 longar just 'Fresident Diex. Tiis wvas grossly unfair. He said :e
felt that sue) criticisa nad gois beyo:d what o.ue oould reasouably ex-
pect the Goverument to bear.

T. The President the: launcted 1uto a long history of Budduisa
in Vietuan ad tue Buddhist affalr from the begiuziig. To bagia wity,
the Fresida:t said, the press :as falsely presented Vietama as & Bud-
dhist country. Vietusmn wvas 0t & Buddhist aor a Catiolie country, but
a Confucia:ist couwitry. This was vy, vhe: be becsne Preside.l, e re-
1ustated t.e swieant Vietnma Goverme.tl practice of cbeervisg Co.fucius'
birthday as 8 3oliday. Tue Budd:ists occupy the sams place tredition-
ally i: Vietnan as in Culna. The Buddoists represeated Ly the faueral
Associstion of Baddlists was viat wvas called Buddhism Renove. Tuey
vere origisally spo.asored bty the Freneh ia the pre-World War II years
to divide tie sationalists 1: Yiet.an. Duriag toe war agai:st tie
Freneh, rewvated Buddiisc was pa~otrated by the Vietcoug asd flour-
igted moatly in Central Vietusz areas coutrolled by tue Vietco:g, prior
t0 1954. Taese areas were malily Bia: Dinh, Jumig Hgal and Fhu Yen Pro-
viroses and partially Thua Taien sad Juang Tri. This was wiy there wvas
00 real support for rencvated Buddiis: and the Gensral Buddhist Asso-
ciatios 1. the Soutu, except 1. Saigo:. BElaewiere in the Sout.., Bud-
diisz was of a traditional sature wita 1{-dividual teples i tiue vil-
lages vhich ware visited by melioly toe women oace or twice a year.
Ofte: these tamples were tambe ad otuor sistorieal sirines ad ed
parhaps o.e or two ol monks who attended tiex. Toere vas only oue Bud-
duist sact 1 tio South wuich hLad possessed any resal orgacization and
that vas tze Co 8oa Mon Sagt whicu was 20w being slandered by the Gene-
ral Buddnist Association. It was truz that in recent years tas Co Boa
MG aed dwindled in streagih but it was tse traditional Buddhist orga-
nzatio: in t:@ Bouth. Taerefore, Buddnism usd very littls support in
the Scub: and 1a toe Cecter. :=uce: of its support was partially Casam-
aist-sponsored.

8. The rresidet said taat there was wow cousidersble strife goi g
on withia the Buddhist zovensat botweon e Co 3ou Mon ad tie Ganeral
Associatio: whieh hed been taken ovar by youiger monka such as Chau
and Mian who were (uly upstarts ad :ad & history of being edvesturers’
in the Horth bdefore aud alter Go:zeva, aad whoe had bee: with: the Vietains
before that. The Presidant asaid that unfortuastely <ue g vas too veak
and Khiet too 0ld to provide ay real lsaders:ip. Tihay wore belsg used
by these younger mo-ks.
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7. Duddnist ectiions agalnst =i Goversae:t were tie ultimate in
ingratitude the Fresident said. Jefore the presect Goverumsnt came
to power, Buddiiss oad ver beeu e xouraged to organize :or zad it
received ary support. However, wdder :is Govermaert more tecples .ad
been buillt taan in tas mrevious twenty or tairty years. His Govern-
nent had besn tna Tirst to contribute to tis consgtructios of Buddnist
teples, witaout tie Coverumsnt's .elp Xa Lol would sever .ad been
Ml‘.

10. The ¢resideat tie: lauwcied 170 a blow-Ly-blow account of
the Buddhist affair from tae beglzalsg of tie lncided ia Hue on May 4.
To surmrize ais opizions: The Government aad Doen rigi:t ad t.e
Buddi:ists wro.g turoughout toe affair. For ilnstance, there was no
doubt 15 nis midd tamt tue Vietcong nad set off plastic caarpes during
the incidest i Bue; the aature of (e wvowds inflicted proved tals.
I tried to point out that 50 metter wat te truth was, it appeared
taat over 95% of the population ir the Tiua Thien and Juang Tri ares
belioved tust tie Govarment ced boen at fault ad was responsidle fur
xilling people during the demonstreation. The Fresidert replied that
tiis may cave bess true rignt after toe incideat but was 0 loger
true. He vas sure becsuse e had talked to people during uis recent
vigit to Hue. Also the coroaer's report proved that the Govercamt
aad not bees responsible.

11, T-e Freaident then spoke i great detail sbout various subter-
fuges baiig used by toe =ouks, iscludiisg employing ooligaw fraa te
narkets dressed i mouk's elotalig and other devices, 10 cause troutle.
3o said tast all tue infor=atio: 9 "ad received indicate tiat tue Go-
veramii sad acted wit: the greatast of restreint and tost toe Duddiists
ware systestically trying to subvert t.ae Covermasnt. He saild tiat ue
strogly objectad to a couciliatary attituds towards t:esa poople be-
omise they vare obtwiously trylag to subvert tae gover-ameni. Ha spoke
bitterly about t.e feect tiat the Goverrmnt's wesk positio: .ad been
foresd on (it it.a truti aed bee: distorted by tus press Wriiging in-
tersatiosal pressure to bear o Vietrmn, thus weakenlig tae Gover-me:t.
He corpared the current situation to toat wilen existed duriug the L0
coup, citi g i.ow, viat @ teroed Ashessador Durbrowe's represatations
for clamecy towvard tie rebels, :ad actually lovered tae prestige of
{15e Goveromt axd had alnoest resulted i{n its overtarow.

12. I askad tue Presidet wiether . felt that o always got e

truth: fro: ais own people. The Fresidest said that e 4did 7ot balieve
everything 18 vas told ad tad his ow: private sources of i lor-ation.
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He said that the claim of the Buddihists that the Govermment was carrying
out rass arrests against toem was ouly provocation on thelir part. I
said that this might be 80, but tasre were specific incidents of Buddniste
being arrested with no apperent due csuse, soms of winich were creating e
very bad impression. I said thst, for instanes, the othar dxy a Buddnist
monk entared the A-erican Enbessy and upon lesaving wvas trailed by several
policerman wno tried to arrest hin. He fled baek into tae Enbassy for
sanctuary. This Lad, I said, creatad a very bed impression.

13. The President said that orders Lad been givea to prevent monks
from demonstrating becsuse the Government .ad received definite informe-
tion fram VC penetrations that tne VO inteanded to exploit all demonstra-
tions, whether Buddhist or not, by throwving grenades and setting off ex-
plosives. In tue case of the wouk who entered the Xmbessy, tue police
had bes: afraid that he migit try to burn hiaself in front of the Embassy
or create othesr disturbances wihich would drav & crowd and thus provide
tne VC with en opportunity. 1 asked the Fresident if anyons had informed
Anbassador Holting that this wags one of the main reasons wiy Buddhist de-
aonstrations vere bel g prevented and e said, yes, he had mentioned it
to the Ambassador. 1 then suggested tihat the Goverrmsnt migit consider
releasing the informstion in its {atelligence reports to the prees so that
everyone vould understand wi.y it was toat the Buddhists were being pre-
vanted {rom demonstrating.

1. The President then switched into a more pnilosophical and less
martyred mood and changsd tie subject. He asked me if I kaev vhat Gene-
ral Lansdals was now doing iu the United States. I told him tnat General
Lensdale was still in the Pentagon as Assistant to the Secretary of De-
fense. He then asked me if I tiought the Amdbassador might have any ob-
Jections to General lensdale's coming out to Vietnam again, if this
could be arranged. I said I thougat aot, since 1 had discussed tiils pos-
8ibility witno the Ambassador wuo nad sednsd to be favoradbly impressed
vith the idea. He also asked viat I thought General Harkins' reaction
night be to General lLansdale and I said I did aot kaow, bBut supposed
that there would be 1o objection an the assumption that if ne came, ns
probably would not be primarily concerned witi: military affairs. Tais
anded the conversation.

15. Coaswent: Taroughout tiw literview, the Fresident consistently
indicated that be was convinced that he was informed accurately (which he
vas not) in the most minute detail (as ne seemed to ba). It was clear
that he fslt that his sincers efforts 1o take every ressonable action to
satisfy any just claims ware bei:ng willfully disregarded by c¢hamies ma-
nipulating the Buddhists, and misinterpreted by Wester: preseman becauss
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of individual animosity against sim; and that U. 8. Govermment represen-
tatives vare giving too much credence to nis opponents. Recent stories
in the Times of Vietnam accurstely reflect his views of ths situstion.
Despite his obvicus friendliness throughout the conversation toward me
parsonally, it was most depressing to find him with his mind so closed,
and 30 convinced that he was being unfairly trested.

ce: The Ambassador
Mr. Joserh L. Rrent
Mr., Jobn Richardson
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