
Dear Mr. President: 

z.w warmest personal greetinp to you durinS tbis, tbe one hundred 
eigb:t;y-eigbth year ot America independence. As I think ba.c1-;; on the 
milltarr and political strugg.lee Which preeeded and followed the 
Declaration of Independence; on the cabala and plots which sought to 
owrt General Washington f'rom h:La eonmand; and on the cha.l'ges and 
counter-charges of relig1oua uacrimination Vhieb persisted so long; 
I am irresistiblJ' struck by the aimi.lar1ties to some of the problems 
Which :face my country toclfq. 

'nlanks in large measure to the aid Yhieh America haS so generouslJ' 
given, in things of the spirit and of the mind, as well as material 
aid, ve have now for nine years been abl.e to JD&in+...ain the 1.ndependence 
Which ve seized after the debacle of the 1954 Geneva Accords. So wl.l 
have we succeeded, so relati~ secure 4oes our victory' appear, tllat 
not on.l\Y' do some men, aa e.lJnqs, aeek their own advaneeraent 1 but ma.n;y 
otherS, veery ot war, attach undue importance to questions ot prestip 
or petty charges ot discr1mination or preference. 'l'be result o:f all 
tb1a is that, in truth, in ray estimation Vietnam~ is passing throuab 
ita most periloua period since the same months ot 1954, When it waa 
threatened from e'lf!lrY aide. Ve were threatened by' the conmunists 1 torn 
by' intel'nal power-seeking religious sects, diadained and despised by' 
the French who hoped to see us :fail, and, not least, jeopardized by' a 
lack of American u.nderstanding of our problems and the spectre of the 
possible Yitl:ldraal o'f American aid. 

In large part our success in that period wu due to the a..llrq8 throught­
tu11 understanding, and sincere advice Vhieh I received f'rom General 
Jcledale. In asseaa1ng1 and seeking Jl'.I8&I18 to rectifY the situation 
which now exists here, I again most strong~ feel the need 'for h1s 
undarsta.n.d.ing assistance. His intimate k.nowledge of rrry country and 
its probl.ems, as well as his umerstanding of and status among people, 
Vietnamese and American, who can do most to help solve current problama, 
in rrr:t considered juc'lgment, makea his presence here the most valuable 
single aid which your country could give to mine at this time. This 
is no ref'lection on your able representatives here, whom I sincere]¥ 
respeetj nor is it a reflection upon the ma.IJ¥ able and valued men in 
rrr:1 government. It ia1 instead, a recognition of General Lensdale's 
abilitr, and of b1a unique position in our respect and attection. 

I reaHze that it DllBt be ditticult to spare General t•nectale :from 
his many important duties in tb.e United States, but I 'bel1eve also 
that our situation is so grave as to justifY reliev1ng him from tboae 
duties, and assigning him bez'e, temporar~, as a matter of the hiab­
est priority. !be ~ic effect ot his preaence l'l1lq nll be the 
:factor which resolves the preaent situation, ena})Hng us to IllO'V'e 

rapidl;y ahead to the goal which w seek. 
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Let me express 8881n, ME-. President, nr::1 P8I'80nal &pp1"eeiat1on, aa 
well as that of the Vietnamese people, for all the assistance and 
~ Vhich has been extended to us b,y yourse).f and :rour 
great nation, and my hope that we :t11q continue to march forward to-
gether on the road to t.reedom tor all men, and all nations. 


