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Bombs, Rockets, Shella, Popular Support and the U. S. Interest 

1. Bef'ore you ~~ I would like t.o take the opportunity to }Xl"e&ent 
tor your conaicleration a problem which bas been of tho gravest concern to 
me and a l1UIIlbor of other AMrica.na here far 8CM time. I, like others, 
have heSitated to speak out on thia subject untll I relt I had obtained 
autficient. firat-baDd experience to properly we1£PP and Judge the pertinent 
factors involved. What I have to &ay represents not ~my own opinior. 
but the opiu1ons ol' .lllll.ey' millt.a.ry oi'ticers inel.ud.i.ng saae vho are curnmt]3 
enppd in bcmb1ng Vietnamese and Mont.agnard vill.apa. 

2. It seems nov to be axiCD&tic that to vin a counterinSurgency thct 
gov~t JS18·t. vin the support of t.ll!4 governed, i. e., the civilian po­
pulation. At l..ea.at, tbat ia vbat almost everyone ae..a to Bq". More, 
1 t 1a abeolut.e4' true 1 if there ca.n be any absolute truth derived f'ra!:l 
tbrt experience of nominaUy ~ra-tic count.riea vhicb nave t'at!gh.t, and 
won ar los-t, 8UcU vara. So l..oDg u actions t.aken in the course or such 
vars contribute to v1nnhl8 the people, they contribu:te 'to vinnin.g the var. 
When tbe;y do not contriwte to vinnirag the people, they ecmtribut-G t.o 
los ina t.ha war. 

3· Tlwre i& another point of viw, leas videly eXJ)reos.~, but perhaps 
more vid.al.¥ ileld and practiced in Vietnam tod.ay tba.n ia genera~ realized. 
In that viov those vho do not support the g~nt, or 'ilho ur~ not 1n 
goverlWI811t control.lod areaa, JDWit suf'tar for this - (after all, var is hell) 
and after aui'i'ering ~ enou.gb they will either blcae the VC ?or their 
suf't'eriug, or vill come over to go'ftl'DClellt controlled ~vas to eacape tbe 
bc:aba, abells, etc., vhieh are their lot vben tbe VC are around. There is 
a certain validity in this v1ev-po1nt, a."ld not e. fw present residents of 
strategic bomlets :uave moved into them to eacapo being tx--&ted as ·~· 

4. ilovever, I bave bad at leaat two ARVN generals, t..'u"oe colonela, 
JIIUlY province cbi.et's, and a l'l\.lllber or American advisors, eapecia.lly a't tho 
provincial level, tell me tl'l&t they f'eol tbat tbe bombing, &belling, or 
atra:f'ing o~ villages ia counter-productive, no -.tt.er how- many VC are 
killed. Their vit!N, which .ny can back up rrc. dai~ contact vith "the 
population vbich haa been ao treated, is that the practice of attacking 
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vtllagoa invariably g&D81"ate8 IIOZ'e recruit.& t.ban cuualt1oa ror the vc. 
lJI aome aree.s our :provincial representatives are now helping iD. attempts 
to make stratesic baJalata out O'f vtl..legea which bave been atta<:.lted by &1r 
or art1~J "'becauae t.DBy coatained YC. " 'lbey are finding the t.ask ex­
tz nd¥ dir:ticult, needleu to &e::f, and feel tbat IK)8't oi""...er1 tbe strategic 
~a ao ereated are Strategic lfamlet8 of t.be vc. 

5. Tbeae &N not ieolated ina"t.allcea. 'l'iae atter tillle villat$e& have 
been and ar:! baing attacked by air and arti.l.l.el'y bet"ore &rOUlJil aaaault, 
Yit.bout any tbOU(;bt of an 11amediate f'olla.l-up by ground tarces, e:i.mply 
'beceaM there are believed to be and 111&\Y well be VC in tbe v 1~. It 
ia t:'ull ~111t. 1'\ir strikes oga1ast ~"n&bit.ed places are ettppo&kJd to bQ 
coll't.roll~ tr; &t'-:J'.)nd o"baorrero, or at ~&St. app.l:'QV'ed on Ule be.& .is vl 
gi"'OUUd recom:u:1.: ssancre, bt.'t many n tr strik~ are not GO eontrol.l...hl and 
1n an:,y ea.&~ '..his ts me&.l'lingleaa to th.e vanen e..'"ld chil.droo ~illed cxr D&ad.e 
ha~~tlesa. It ia also true that W planes and pi lata are in t..b4 Main atr1k-
1Dg ool,y t.s.rects which haw been pi!l'pOinted by Viet.~M L-~9 pilots drop­
Pill6 sr.nk.e l_)()ts, but t.hia ia a symbolic act reMmhl:ing t.be ll8ad-waab1118 
ceremony of R<Dft.."l governora. The facts are tl·lat tlw Viettwme&t.t raquest 
air atri.kea ngl'.\inat hamlt.::ta and g~ them on 1he baais oi.' t.heir inwlligence 
wbieh is nore often t..~1 oot nany houra ii' not da..Yia old. 

6. There are three excell.eJr~ rcuona wr.q ve abould refuGe tv counte­
nance or support IIUCb actiona. 'l\ro are ~~att«ra or policy i'or tl»y are not 
onq bailie prtncipl.e& of ccu."lterinaurcreney; but. 81'e &lao basic principlas 
of t.be Urd. ted ... ' frt.')IJ. TheBe ere: 

a. No one sbould be pun~ far act.iOIIUi biiqoud. u..;.a con-trol or 
forced on him by fear .for his lit's. In Vietnar& ~ tala weana ~.at tbe 
villagers who lla'IC VC tmO'llg them must be pre8\8lfld to be act.l.nt! •.mU..:.r CQIIl­

pU81on. To )re81.ll::la othel'Wiae is to Ma!aircb tbe i1Ja8e vi•ica tlN GVN aud 
ounelves &~( 'to create of t..lu'! g::we.n1Dtent aa the t'riend aDd prot,actor of 
the governed. 

o. Exceasiva punis!Dtm:t creates hatred. Wbtw aa;y pwlhwQilnt is 
poeaibl,y unjust, aa wll as excessive, it ie certain 1.0 create uatred tor 
tho8e Vbo ini'lic t. it. Tod.a¥ this hatred is directed at. t.b.c GVN and ma.iQJ8 
penaanent. .)8C:Lf'1c~t1on d.ift'ieult 1f !Y.Jt lln1'0Uibla1 wt tbe '/C are a.Ni­
duouaJ.¥ tryL'1L i,.o diraet. it a.l8o l:!I;ai.ast the 00. When t.bt.: in&w·~.;r la 
oVW', can one doubt that thia h&1;.:!•1'AV'ica caaapaign will co.t1-Lil'lua 1 and. vill, 
1n tact oo aupport.ed by IIIII11Y no.n-VC who today are silent, or are arlCOUl'aging 
tbeae acts) simply aa a V'fX3 to ab.ii't the blame? 
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7. 'l'be thi.rd reuon 1a ailltar,y, aad ~ IIOZ"e open to queatian, 
'but nevertheless YOI"th JMDtioning. It is tbat tbe 8Va.Uability or air and art.U­
leey veepona atill t'urtbar red.ucell the~ liaited willingness of Yietna­
... ground forcu to cloM with and c1etea:t the~ in ''violent aeaanlt" 
011 tbe ground, tbe onJ3 trul.Y eure Drt.bOd or anrdbilatina hill ar inducing 
hill& to aurret14er. 

8. 'Wbat can 1 aDd lbo11L1 , t.be US do about tb.ia? F1..rat, and tbia I regard 
u eueatial fbr the prot.ection of' our 011111 cooaciencea aDd reputation, we 
sbould abeolutel.Y prabib1t any attaeka by US aircraft or tB pilats, on ~ 
targeta vbere t.he abeence of llaWeD &Del children cazmotlie positively det.er­
aJ.-4. Tbia means, in effect, inb.ibiting them from any attacks on bo'llMa 
or vi.l.lagaa. This prohibition sboul4 be given the videat publicity, and 
any violation or it severely puniahed. 

'). Ilrprovi.ng tbe practicaa of' the Vietnal:lleSe is more difficult. The 
last. ve can do 1 iu4eed the l.aaat we dare to do in our own interest 1 is 
publicly to &ll.oour.ce our oppoaition to air attaclLB against inhabited are&S 1 

an4 to &rtil..lery attacka, eitber 86Bin8t aueh areu or not c:outrolled by 
&I"'UUl4 obHrvat.i<m. It vould probGbl3 be desirable to extGDQ tni.a policy 
to rutr1ct1Dg the use of air and artillery to obeerved tire in defenae 
8611Det actual attacka. It~ to secure o'baervlmce of tllese re-
8trict1ona, delivoriea of us au-,plied aerial and artillery l.lblaticns could 
be suapeuded. 

lO. ~ practice of daclarill6 certain a.reaa ':'Free Zooas in Which any­
thing tbat aavea lillY be attacked itith urial munitions d.umped on tnrgeta 
or at ~ .. and artillery ··D&raNtng · fire CODduct.ed unobllerved, Bho.Ud 
also be discontinued or diaouraged. Sane Vietnraeae, such aa General CM, 
are activsl;y cooaid.ering this ~ice aa the aol.utio n to the ~lta pro­
bl-.. Vaat a.raaa are ~to be de:Jopulated aDd mad.e ··Free !.ones,' 
v1 th the people llerdBd into haal.ets along the roa4a. This 1 of eou .. "'"Se 1 

violates 'the baale concept of goverTamt for the people and of wilding 
a popLlla.r baae for tbe g>ftr'fJIIBDt. It 1.8 a ~-ehol.ogica.l.l.y and; many 
bel1eve1 allit.ari~ unao.md courteri.naurgeDcy r:xrectice. Certainly it :to 
not one which the us cu aff'ord to support. 

11. Restricting the ep.l.o;yment of tJ3 personnel and ple.r1es, and 3eek1ng 
to reatrict a!r and artillery actions o:r the YittJ.11Sl!lC8(!, will ~ only 
part or tbo requiz•mt. 'lbe a.DI! principlaa IIU8't be extended thrrug'baut 
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our advi.aor1 effort. Rocfm'tq 1 accorcl1ng to apparently rctl1 able repart.a, 
~ro or IIICllre Baiuwr v1ll•gea ft1'e ~ aDd all livelltOCk daat.royed, in a 
aingle opcrntion b7 a a1Agle ARVM ~. I s told that the us adviaor 
proteated, h.tt I canuot t1nd tbat hia proteat baa been Jl'8de a matter or 
xecord. Pem&pa that vu carzect, in th18 i.Utance, but aqy ~1tion 
of atdl actions abo1ld be~ tbe subject ot atroQg protest at tbe highest 
l.evel.. We ·~ cannot attard to perait auch acrt.iooa by t.roopa of a 
nation to vb1ch ve are ao heavily caaitted. Bot onl3 do ti:MJy impair 
t..a counter~ effort 1 but, and. thia ie IIUCb l*)l'e 1mpal't.ant, they 
provide a potent. ~cal weapon vllich can and vUl be used asainst 
the US, aDd tbe pollciH of tbe US, b)r our declared en-ni ea, by DCNtrala, 
and by ov.r i"rienda 1 indeed by J:2t&UY of our own people. 

l2. This war is not an isolated phenomenon. It ia an episode 1.11 a 
contim.t1ns vorld-vide peycbological and military st.ru&gle for the survival 
or the United S~.&tea. '!be actiona which ve take, or 8l.lppO:"t, here 1D 
Vietoaa, JrUSt be vieWed in tbat CODt.ext, and aa they -.:r be lltt.de to ap­
pear long at"ter our ajor involvement here bas ended. 
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