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SubJ«tet: 

1. 'l'bere appear to be certain~ in circulation concerning 
an alleged prey eont'erenee at lQ' bouse. 'lbia ~places on record 
the facta of the meetina to which these 1"l1IIOr8 appa.rentq pertain. 

2. I have never had a "preaa conference'' 1u JQ" house, or at an;y bouse, 
aioee comins to Vi.etJaa as Aaa1stant Director :for Rural. Attatra, tJSa.t. I 
have ~ eutert.ained in ~ bouae var1wa cor:reapondanta as personal 
f'rienda, o.tten ot 1a07 years stancJ1ns. (I btne aiailarq cmtert&ined there 
eivil.ian and mlital:y off1c1ala and private eitiHns of the United Statea, 
V1etnea1 the Pblltppinea, and other countries.) 

3. I vas diaturbecl in Juq, by apparent~ deterioratinc relations and 
ta1lurea in COJI!Pm1cat1ona between US otf'ieial.a and foreign correapondents. 
'l".aia had been pW)llel3 rtideoced b¥ stories reflect1Dg mia1nformat.1oo about 
usa.t operations whieb actua.l.l3 lllllritod broad fawrable publicity. I wish to 
egpbaaize tbat theee stories were ~, DOt beeause at &rl3 ID&liee ar the 
eorrupondenta, lut beesaee too J1a1.1;Y did nat t.no.r where to go to set, or did 
not tMl. tllat t.bey vGU.d receive, tbe trutb. Wane, they were giving tbe people 
of the Un1 ted sta'tes an 1nac:curate CMU: -euaotional aDd, I beliew, l.IIlduJ¥ pea­
sia1at1e picture ot tbe prcgreu ot the counterinaur8'11DC7 operation here. 

4. ~~ on or about 24 Jll4, I invited a nrzmber of carietlp011Qenta 
to drop 1n 'l1l:f bouae after supper 1 to lllitet vi tb eome of fll3' peopl.e, and d1.acuaa 
vitb t1:au tho Prorlncial Reba'bilitatioo prosraa. 

5. Preeent tbat eYening :frail~, in ad41tional. to~~ were: 
George Melrtn, Ralph Harvood, C '1' R JJobannan, Robert Burns, Earl Young, 
John O'Donnell, Dsve RndSQl. 

6. 'lbe oorreapoadent.8 present were: Mal Brotme, Ar-; Jim Robiwroo, ~; 
Pete Kallacber, c:J:S; Dsft Bal"be.r8taall1 NY T:!aea; Niek Turnt!rr, Reuter; Neil 
Sheehan, UPI. Also 1.DY1tecl1 but unable to attend were: Mart Perry, Tt.; 
aDd Paul Garvey, lEIS. 

1. Tbe evening vas tnrat'Dl&l, and vitb the cl.ear underatandiug that 
notaUng vas being Mid ~on t.he record" Wlleas spec1t1eal.J¥ mrt.barized. ( This, 
to t.he beat of m:r knolrl.ed8e, vas seru.pulowtq obeened ~ tbe correapondaat.a.) 
Tbe rather 11~ eonwrraatiou and quest1on-and-auwer excb&ngea aometiaee 
wandered a bit wq tram provt.nee rababilltat.ioa, bl.tt ~ returDod to pro­
gress being made outnda Sa1 gon at that time. WbUe I ~ d1cl not hear 
eve%7thiog that wu aaid, I equal..q ~ bave oo reuon to believe tb&t 
lUI)" in:fcmae:tion vas btprvper~ given to, or hiaprvperl,y used by, any corres­
pondent. 

Ruf'wJ c. Ph1111pa 


