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Brigadier General R~cbard G. Stil.well 
J-3 
l..U.llte.ry Assistance Cc:J!!I'!\al'll3 Vi~tnam 
137 Pa.ateur 
Saigon, Vietnam 

Dear Dick: 

I am sure tbat you are even more concerned th&'l I am about 
tbe actions of aaDtt ARVN units vhich cannot but create support 
for the VC. One ot t.hoae units is the 9th Division. I believe 
you ms;y have al.reedy received reports about this unit's recent 
actions in the Binh Dinh - Pleiku border area, where a resiment 
came out 80I:le lO ~ ago reporting tbat tbey had burned 70 (or 
72) Babnar villages, kil.led all the livestock, etc. As you may 
know, this waa in the same area wbllre a special developDent team 
was seeking to make contact wit.'1 tnese tribesmen. 

Alao attached are tvo recent reports :f'rc:D members of my 
staff concerning other practices of elements of the 9th Division, 
which are, without any doubt, aer'J.OUa~ cletracting from tl:.e suc­
cesa of the pacU'ication effort in Phu Yen province and Binh Dinh. 

The senior advisor, Colonel Anita, is proper~ concerned 
about these activities, but seems poverleaa to prevent them. I 
am somewhat at a loss as to bow' to proceed as I do not -.tisr. to 
COfl'Vf!Y' the impression of Bbarpllhooting at the llilita.ry effort 
here. Perhaps on your aid~, a doasier could be prepared and pre­
aeuted to General Harkins e.s a bas1B for strong top-level action. 
I will be glad "to assist in any we:y. 

I know that you are even more aware than I of tbe deleterious 
effect of this type of action on effective counter-insurgency. I 
believe that correcth-e action should properly be ha.ndl.ed throug!"l 
military channels, if poasible, rather than t.tu-ougil the Truaheart 
Coarlttee, ·.t.nich is ~'1e reason I am bringing this to you. 

2 Enclosures: 
iliiJmO f"rom BFrale ig;1 
~-lemo f:rort RBur!lS 

Sincerely, 

Ru:f\la C. Phillips 
Ass1Bta."lt Director for Rural Affairs 
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