1.

SEECRE?YT - KBS ONLY

10 Jy 1963
TO: The Arbaasedor
FRO; Rufus C. Yhillips

SURJRCT: Conversation with Secretary Thusn on ¥ July 1563
’ ol Recorwnded Agtion

After digcussing some probhlens cocerning the movesent of UBQ supplies
on the railrond, Thuen asiked me "ow sericus I thought tha current political
crisis vas. 1 ogaid I thought {t vas axtrerely serious, was growliag
steadily worse, and I did not at resent see Low it was goloug tc ad ia
aything hut en uphesval. I thon asked Thuan what his personal nasess~
ment of t:e situation was -~ friend to friond - and off the record.

Thuan first said toat vhataver ne sald was 40 be considered as co.pletely
confidential and hoped that I would respect his confidence s au old
friend.

Thuan then angwared that the Fresident had beecome oauplataly o prisoaer
of his fwdly. "1 esphasise the word ‘eoxpletely',” hs sald. iy next
quastion was vhethcr ay merdexr of the fmslly gave tie President an even
pasrtially true picture of the situstion. Be said - no, o the contraxy,
they uulerplayed the situation to the Presidert and, moreovex, thnt thay
aid aot thewelves realise its se-iousness.

The ¥uus, end perticulerly, he ssid, the dishop, had suc: an inflsted
iden of theixr owr irportance that thay hed no eoungeption of wial peoople
thougnt of thea. or of how they were hurting the President. The Bigop,
he eoirtiiued, i:ad Decose ca pletely edleval i{n his cuitlook ad sctions.
Ho was —ixing teporel vower with religion inc an unbelievable way. For
instance, wvhen he went out now in Hue he was alwnys escorted by police
with ei: .8 Dlowing Just like tih2 Fresident. Thuvan sald tiat any procin-
ent Catholies had Decome entirely disgusted with Bishop Timec. So@ of
Lis o8t offensive, yet well-known agtions, conoerned his business denl-
ings, in particular the acquisition, as :is personal property, of nany
largs duildings in S8afgon. AlY of mmmmnmmw
Governme:d favoritian.

Thuar: sajd that ke thought the g, particularly M ¥ha, had renlly
gone out of taelr minds. Talking to M was llke talking to z sleey-~
walker. N had no conoevtion of reality. His atteupts at manipulating
the Republiean Youth, while &istributing puotos of himsell in a pooe
sinilar to that in which the President is saown, was ‘utter foolisizess.’
Thuan said that was the only word he could think of to describe it.

Mie Nm's deseription of the Solidarite as a vast populser ;:oveasm. 11
back of har was even nore ridiculous. Touan said that one denger i) the
nresant situation, not to be disissed, was that Thu nirgelf »ight atte gt
1is owa 'eoup,’ swathed as ne was in his delusions of grandeur.
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Accoxdling to Thumn, several peopde hava tried to tell tie President the
truth but ne would not listen. He is coplately deaf to sy :e:tion of
the actions of 2 bers of Lils fo ily. Thwan eaid Lhat e had, tioreiore,
coo® to ting conclusion that the iresident wvas golng to lot fhe {a ily
ruin 2l end that nobody could do aything to jrevent it. The Governent
wes, tuereforae; dooned -~ it was only e question of when, wiless sore
adrescle occurred.

I asked Tiuan wiat would agppen in ease of z: overthrow of the Govermswat.
Thuan said « “Tho ond of Vietoe . It will be chans.’ I asiked if ue thought
thare wes ayone who could replace tha irasldent and he said "Fraskly, mo
ona.” I srid I hed the Ipresaiu. that cartain groups were clreedy prepar-
ing for e splinvering of Viewuam. into factions. Ha answered, Oi vourse,
wha: elsa?”

b}y next questio: was about waat could be done, wuat ‘samues : ight be token
whalcii would hmve ot least sone cucice of successiully avoiding ciecs. Thuan
replied tigt ha thought the nost 1wsalful reasure would be to briiug General
lansdale bock, but the tie was noi yet rips. The Presidert didu't really
foal the aituation was serious, co :3 :dghit not listen at tiis wist - even
to Canernl lanadals. e ace card would then usye been plgyed. I asked
Tounn oW @ woposed to estinate ¥ .@r: wvas the 'right tire' aiccs akwoet
@y tilze conld be too lute witi: Lue aitumtion getilng more ond wore out of
exirol. He agivod tiaot nliost 2y tisa could be too late e tiwi periens
Generel Lansdnle 3 ould Lo askod v co o vt Lvediately. e said e would
discuss tie recall of Generwl Lacadala wit:: you as soon as you 19l back
gloce ag Hoew ol woidd anderstod i seasons 1or recallisg aic aod wald
aot let persmml i'eelinge intertaere wil. your jJudgwent.

He toen said ..c was .ost anxious to ses you sand tuat e rarticularly waented
to know what the situation was iu Wasoington.

Corents cod Recoseudations. /A3 ~revioualy stated, Tman asked :w a0t to

reveal his coieite Lo wyone else because of their saasitiviity. For this
reagon 1 ave coufined this lufor-ation to you, with the excentio: of ine
dleating to Jiii Trueheart Wt Tiuan appeared very nessinistic about the
outca®@ ol the cwurext crisis, did ot {feel La wvas getiiag wLaousa to tae
iresident, axd also that he had watlo:sd to ~a the idem of rocalling
Genaral Lonadals but was comcerned t.at thie ti:dng de rigt,.

I don't know vt Thuan will tell you. lle is, of course, fighting lor bis
o survival, ead I have the icpression tamt e has abivalaent ieelings
agbout bringlig socwone beck who .my wicover the Nl extent of what has
bean going on in t.e ralace ad waa: o¢ cemot parsonally iiwflnc we as
ruch ad SO0 Wit a rore reglricted circle of contacts. 1 ¢o 10t be-
ldieve tiat is opliloas, one way o e ourier, sadd be o deiexr ining
isctor i daclidi:: on Generad Laiedale's returs.
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The events of the last few days only tend to coufir-, in .y own mid, the
reco:; wendations ade to Bill Trueresxt i ;y memorandw: of 5 July coacear:i-
ing the recall of Genaral Lansdale. Even if events have paassed Lie stage
at whicn rresident Diex: can ba savad, whic. mauy seen to fesl 13 the case
bt of whicn I a1 not entirely conviiced, General Lansdale's  xrasa:ce
here would still de of the utmost valune. If the U.8. is farced to some-
how healp put together a new govermant, there is 0 one else more gqualified
t0 assist wita such a task. o one ¢lse exists, in my oconsidered opiaion,
who has the mecesamry degree of pexrmonal confidense and respect from all
the partiss involved whieci: {s required to create a sstisfactory replacerent
for the present government. To depend alwost entirely upon the Vietnanese
to acoonpligh tnis task theuselves, whien i vhat I redict will Lappen
unless Gemeral lansdale is recalled, 1s to greatly increase the risks of
chaos over vuat thay might otherwise be.

One lagt thought sbout assigwment -~ 4f you do aske the declsic: to request
General lLansdale's recall, I wvould suggest that ae be assigued es a
Special Assistast 1o the Iffice »f tie A-bassador to vork directly for
you under your supervisios.
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