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1. After d.iaeuasing aame Pl"()blMa eo ICC"Dine the ~ of tSa 1 SU-1lpl.ies 
on the rail:roa41 '1huan CMI1al4 me i't:R 8el"f.oua I tbcN&ht tb8 c:urreut political 
criaia vu. I eai4 I ~ tt vu C~Xtnr:eq aeriou8, vu ~ 
~ 1ftU'se1 and I d14 ncJt at ~nt. - haw it na WJiuS to -'3!'ld 1::1 
f:PV"'.lli.'l.S bt..Y"t 1!..'1 ~ I than Mk8ll !'bulm what b1a pceo-1&1. ..,_. ... 
r:ent. ~ t...e :situation vas - :triend. to i'ri~d - and ott the record. 
Tlman :first oaid ti1&t whatever :ne said wu to ba conaid£ed as eo:· •!>~ 
conf"148nt1a1 Md bope4 1:bat I WIDl\l4 x•pecrt h1a eonndenoo aa an old 
triend. 

2. 'l'bulln then anlllftll"e4 'thG t.'Mt :rr..s.a.m hal became ~ 0. priao.Il4r 
or his tat~~. "I er..t.ri-~Mille the war4 •ccaap~'," be -.:14. I-o" next 
question 11118 Whether any mer,~ o~ t.u. ~ 8lllft the ~tt an even 
parti.al.J3 true :pictu.re o~ tbe a1 tuat.ion. Be -.14 - !10, ou the cont.ra:r'J, 
they' uu-de:rp.l..a_yed the aituat1GI1 'to ta. .i'Na'l4mt &D41 n!GI'eOYW'1 tunt the,y 
d14 not th.-elves r.l1M 1't& se:-tous~. 

). '!'he mms, ~ pe:rticularl¥1 be -.14, trA .ll:lsb.op, De4 suah aA inf'late4 
14ea. o-r t..'loi.Y' 0'~ ir.lPQ1"'tance that tbe;r h.a m eoneept1on ~ ltal.'t people 
tbought of" the.~ ar ~ boW t..lo&ey Yel"'e hurtins the ~1den:t. The Mab-0"-t>, 
be corrtL:.u00.1 l"ad become CG :plet.ol;{ :.«.ievnl :1.!1 his outlook o.I~ act1ona. 
He vaa ~!tir.g te:·'ronu po~Rri" witt.~ rol.1g1on ill an wlbelitwable vq. FtE' 
1.•1sta.nee > 'When 'he vent out. l'.la. 1n Hue be was ~ eecorted by pollee 
vit.h si~ . '8 blalrl:·se just ltke tr;'l President. Thuan said t:i&t ;18,.--v pro:ci . .-"1-
ent CatboHa W beGot• entirel¥ ~ vith Biabap 'l.'hulc. Sons of: 
!:18 t.10Bt ot.renstvo, yet vel.l-knawn .rt.1ona, ~ h1a la.ud.!l- a-l­
ings, i:i pe.rt1cu.laZ' the GCqU1ait1on, aa hia ~property, of nlScy" 

l.m-g& buil.cl1.nes in Ba1gen. All or ~ bail been aoeompliahecl tbroogh 
Oo'vernr..enot !'avor1:t1.8:'1. 

4. Thuan said that he thOught the tnma, pertienlv~ Mne Bhu, had renl.l\r 
gone out or t.t-.eir ::d.nds. Talking to Nhu vu llkc to.lkiP.,e t,o a sl.o<r.v­
valker. !fllu ht¥1 no canoeptian f4 reality. li18 att-.'lpta at r.auipulating 
the Republloan Youth, VhU. 41atrllalttnc ~of him8ol.i" in a poae 
sin:ilnr to t.hat 1n ~1iah t."l.e Prn14mt is ShaWn, ,.. 'uttAr toollah:leSB.' 
Thuall aa14 that VlUJ i;ba onll' ward he callA think ot to 4oacr1be it. 
l·t.te mm.•e deaeription of' the SolSdartte u a vut. popular r:ot&iiet'\""..,. i·\ 
back or her vae 8'ftl'l i:a-e r141au.loua.. !rmJau a14 tbat OJ» dangur L; tae 
?re84nt situation, not to be dierlatled, ,.. that mru ninoel:r r,:ig-.t. atte :}1t 
'1ia IJIW"!l ''cour>1 ' svat.:-,oo. u he vas 1,1 :-~is del.ua1ona of gre.nda'c:T. 
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5. AccarcS.1lv; to Z1uar:, 8t'mllll"al peop:l.e hava t.r1ed. to t.ell t::ta Pre&ichMt. ~ce 
t.r'.At.h but !.&a would not l.1aten. He 1a co-,~~ 4eat to 4lv" ::.:ntion o£ 
the aationu of ·a :bars of :.a f'n i.ly. ~ oaid t.h&t •,e had,. t.:.1cxrei"ore, 
co·• to t.ho concluaion tLat the il"'tttlidant vas t~>ir.lb to l.iJt 'i.J'le fa; iliY 
ruin hi·: r.nd ~lat no'bod.y coul4 do o.'~h.i.i'.g to 1~ it. 'I"ae Gavorn;:J.ent 
118JJ, tiJerO.t'Gre; dooned - it vu on~ a q,u88t10n or V'.lell1 un.lea& 80i'!1.e 
;'.11re.cle ocaurrcd. 

6. 1 ukecl TLunn What l«luld boppez1 i:1 caM Of an overthl'OW of' t...f)e Oov'arnJ,ent. 
Tllwl.<1 aaid - "Tho \JDd ot Vtet.na: .. lt w1.ll be chaos.'' I a.ak84 U' i.e thought 
t.her.re ,_ a.~ vho oould repl.aco the ~'l"Qe.t.d.tmt and he ea.i4 "Fra.-llcJ.¥1 no 
or..o." I said I bad t.he i-,pre~• tlat cc-taiJ1 grGlpa vwe ~ prwpar­
ing ~a EJ?lin~L18 ot V1et.ua;..• i!lto f'actiona. iJB ~, · 0~' ~, 
What- elae?'' 

T. 1-~ next q:uaation vaa about. 1lrlat coulA ba done, V".aat. ·:~ ' J.l!')lt. be taken 
which wo_:ld lliMI a.t least scue c.4U..::.oo en· aucceGG~ avoiding e~. ~huan 
repl.ied t.;;at he~ tbo oaet tl.Sei\.;.1 !'ea8Ul"e waul4 be to brl.•C Genaral 
Lan8dale back, but. tbe tine VU !lOt yet. riptt. ~ Presid&Tt cliil.a't. roal.:cy 
real tbe a1tuat.:ton vu serious., so ;,a ::dght not ll.aten at ti;ia ;oiclt - evan 
to 0Gnera.1 !.a."'4i10al e. ~l..e ace card would tJu~."l ll&Y\'1 been ~eel. I aalted 
T".BW:.U'l 'iCM ue Ill"CT..lOIIed to estil:Bt.e -.t'~l vaa the 'rigb.t tir:e • ainca ftl."niO&t 
nl\Y ·~1::<0 ~ be too lJ.i.to viti:. t.~ situatio:.1 scrtt.1ng more D..'ld it101'\'l out of 
CO!tt.rol. lie Q84'0eli t,;;at n.J.:.~oet f'..t.'T.:J ti:ol8 coul4 be too late c.,ld t;J&t. peril&pa 
GelG.rt'.l La.il00a1.e ::i ."Ytld w .:UL~ .,._ c.:;, ... ~ ?V.t i::&.lf3d!at.e4. Ue scdd ·~e wou.ld 
di&eWlB t~,e reca.l.J. 01' Generw.l I,Q;.,adaJ..a wit.:~ you aa ~'1 as you t,ro-t. back 
IG.i.!lcct iWl ~·ltW ;,rcn would andersta;4 ;,.:.:~ .~ea&OnS i'or reca.lli!l€, ;d ... a;·.ld wo:l4 
root let ill!ll"&aua.J. i~1~ i.':l"ten\.ll!'e wit"" .JOUl' J1Jd6:.:tnt. 

8. He 'taert said ~.a vaa ~·:;OSt anxious to oee you e.n4 that i.e part;1cular4 vanted 
to knew vhat the Bituatio:l VU 1u WeatdnstGt• 

;~. Co.}::ent.» t;..1d RacQ.j:elda~. ,'\a ,·,revioual,y stated, 'l'nuan ara.k*'- ;1AS ;JOt to 
reveal his cor;;.;e . .-ts to mqone elM bocauae o! t..~1r 1Nt•l&1t.iv1~. Far tll1a 
ruaaot1 I :.ave ~r.finacl this iuf'cr:ation to you, vit.h the exce;rt.io 1 ot ir)­
d1cat.1ng to IiUl. ~ that. Timan appeared very ~1;11Jrt.ic a.bout the 
out.ca'o o.:L. the Cia-rent c:riaia, did .ot .;."'Gel. lAa ,.. gett.!,1S -~;u~~ t.o tn.e 
.ireeident1 a.·ld AJ.ao tbat Z:le 1-.ad (lat.io·l.Sd to :·.e the idea 6£ "'<JCa1l1ng 

Genoral Le.nadu.l..;-; bt.t wa.s concerned t.iltt t:1.0 ti !1~ be rig:~t.. 

I don't lt:lOII' wua1; '!'huon V1ll toll yo;... lie a, ot course, !'~rt.i:~g l""ar !Jia 
a.rn BlU'Viva.l, Q.:.:ld I t:ave the :J.r;xpreoaion ~~ r.:.e r..aa a:bivalarrt lloel.L~ 
about briagi!~ aot;180r..e beck llbo 1n3 u.:lOCT.rer the !'Ul.l er-...ent oi' vlta.t ::as 
been 6Qiz1g oa lr• t..~e :i'a.l.aco arld wb.<:llct .a<) carmot per~ i·U"l.u..l. ~ce a.a 
•·uc.Q as &o:.leQ.IQ vitL a •.:ore rest.rictad e-.Lrcle of cont.act.a. l Q.o :lOt be­
l.iove t..at. ;d.fS opL:do.l8, one vq Ol' t.:....e cn.:;;er, should oo a. de-t.er ·ini:;g 
i'ac'tar in daeidil..,; on Geno.rnl Lwwdn.l.e 'a ::!"cltUrl1. 
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Tbe event.a of t.i:le l&at ffJ'rl &va on.~· ten4 t.o coutir:-:.1 in ·~ ovr~ .,u,.a_, t.'le 
reoo:.; 1Cldatl.ona •. .-. to BUl. Tru&:lOU"t in r~ rult'!IOrarx\um ot 5 J'U.13 co.'l081"a­
in& the reaall or General Lanedale.. Evon if eventa have r-•Md t.:le .stage 
at Which I'l'eaidaot Diem ca."'l be II&V84, vrd.C:~ n-atq" ..-:~ to !'Ml. US t.he cue 
but or which I •ll nat eut~ couvi:JCed, OenGral Lan84ale'a J)l"aM:.tee 
here vaul4 11t1l.l lie ot the t~ 'Y&lue. U tbe u.s. 1a A1rced to aoa.­
l'MW bal.p put ~ a n8lf &GNiuuart, t.heN 1a 110 one ~ !!0&"8 ~ 
to •• ,. Yit.Q web • tealt. ::to .. -- ., .. , 1n ,. ~ opt.'lion, 
Who bae 1ibe ri!Na••'7 clai:Ne· ot pcr1"ttin&l. ~ u4 r•pecto from all 
t.be perti• invol.ftl Vhiah 1a roqu1re4 to c:reate a ~ zwplaaenent 
tor thct Pl"t•ant SO'iwtilrlle'lt. To 48petl4 ~ entiftq upon the Vt.t1w: ue 
to MCD•:pl.iah 1ilJ.a ._. tbenMl.vas, Vll1eil 1a what I p1:'ed1.ct v1ll ht~JPPC~n 
unleaa Gelllral Lane4ale 1a reoaned, ia to~ inc:reue t.be rillka or 
cQaQ8 onrr VLat. t!wJ' s:d&lS otbtrnrise 'be. 

ODe lut thought about aMi&>L':'leilt. - it you clD :uake t:•e dac1a1..,. to .requeat 
Geulll'al. L&uadale's :recal.l, I voul.d IR.Ig1l8t that .ae be au~:utd. as a 
Speo1al Alsaillta."lt t.o the Of'tioe ')-r t-.e A!!",hasador to vo.rk d1recrt.J¥ 1'or 
you under your supe;M"iaio.: .. 


