
October 8, 1963 

SubJect: "Preas Conference" 

l. There appear to be certain m.iaatatement.s in circulation concerning 
an aJ.laged press cont'erence at rq house. This memorandum places on record 
tbe f'aats of the meeting to which theee rumors apparent~ pertain. 

2. I have never had a "press conference" in DIIY houae 1 or at arry house, 
since caning to Vietnam as Assistant Di.reator f'or Rural At':t'airs, US<»1. I 
have repea~ entertained 1n lilY house various correspondanta as personal 
trienda 1 otten of' any years standing. (I have similar~ entertained there 
civ1l.1an and m:Uit.ary otficiala and private citizens of the United Statu, 
Vietnam, the PhUippines, and other countries.) 

3· I was disturbed in J~, by apparentq deteriorating relations and 
failures in cmmuni cations be't1leen US of'f1c1ala and foreign correapondenta. 
This had been public]¥ evidenced by stories re1'leet1ng Jlliainf'armation about 
USOM operations which actua.lly' .rited broad :ravorabla publicity. I wieb to 
emphasize tbat these stories were erronecua, not because of any aalice of t.he 
correapondenta, but because too ms.ey did not knov vbere to go to get, or did 
not feel tbat. t.hey vruld receive, the tn.ttb. WorM, they wre giving the people 
of' the United states an 1naccurate over 811Dtional and, I believe 1 unducy pee­
sillistic picture of' the progress of' the counterinaurgency operation here. 

4. Ace~, on or about 24 Jul¥, I invited a nuaber of' aorreapondents 
to drop in l1l3 house atter aupper, to JDMt vi th 80IDe of '1llY people 1 and d18CU88 
with them the Provincial Rehabilitation prosrt~~a. 

5. Present that evening f'rall UBOM/RA, in additional to~~ were: 
George Melvin, ~Harwood, C T R Bohannan, Robert ~~ Jlarl Young, 
John 0 'Donnell, Dave Hudson. 

6. 'lbe correspondents present were: Mal Browne, AP; Jim Robinsclll, NBC; 
Pete Kalischer, Clll; Dave Halberatam, NY 'l'U.a; Nick Turner, Reuter; Neil 
Sheehan, UPI. .Also inv1 ted, but unable t.o att.end wre: Mert Perry 1 TilDe; 
and Paul Garvey" I USIS. 

7. Tbe evening wa.s informal, and Yitb the clear understanding that. 
nothing was being aaid "on the record" unless specifieall.y authorized. (This, 
t.o the beat of' my knowledge, vas scrupulously observed by the corresponcSents.) 
1be rather lively conversations and question-and-answer exchanges BOIDittimes 
wandered a bit t!l!I8:Y from province rehabilit.ation, but. ~ returned to pro­
gress being made outside Saigon at that time. WbUe I certai~ did not hear 
ever.pthing -that wa.a said, I eqtla.ll¥ certainly have no reason to belleve that. 
any 1nf'ormation vas iJIIproper.ly given to 1 or brproperl.y used by 1 any corres­
pondent. 

Rufus C. Phillips 


