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l. I received a c81.l from Secretary Thuan on the eveniag of' 
23 August. He said he bad 't.m trying to reach me for tvo da,ys, that 
he vanted to see me as soon as possible and vanted me to cane for 
breakfast on the morning of the 24th. Thuan is a personal friend 
W'han I first got to know in 1955 aud with 'lbaa I have maintained a 
relative~ close relationship &i.."lce. I do not entire~ trust his 
personal motives at present becaUH his honesty bas been too tho­
r0\l8b~ canprom1sed ( in contract to Vo Van Hai, t.he President's 
Secretary) by his past association and cooperation with Counsellor 
Nhu and Nhu 's protegees, especia~ Dr. Tuyen. (Thuan once coaf'ided 
to me tbe.t be had beeu obliged to cooiQrate "b rlel7thiiJ6" vit'!1 
Tuyen in order to remain in tbe Palace) • Ho11ever, much of vhat !l.e 
bad to say this morning had the ring of truth about it. 

2. Thuan said that he had decided not to resi£:n but to stick 
with the President a while yet for three .reasons: his personal 
feelings of l.O',ralty to Diem, th9 fact tbe.t a sm.ll split had de­
veloped between Die and the Nbu' a aad far the safety of his fa.r.dly 
(his family is .1CN all in Saigon). Thuan. said that the ::::residet1t 
had sent ...,arne Nhu, on 23 August, on his own volition (T;.'nla..n took 
no direct cradi t for it) a letter b which he ordered her to make 
no public statemen-.,6 a.ud give no press conf'erences. The Preside!1t 
also instructed General Oai and the Director General of Information 
aot to pri!1t arry statement she might make. Both Counsellor and 
!1adarne Nhu ;.rere furious,,. accordL'18 to Tnua.n. 

3. Thua"l conceded that it would be difficult to split t.he lillu's 
off from t~le President but he felt stronaly that tt...e U. ~. s!::lould 
attempt this. He said he could see no aJ.ternative to the p-,resid3nt 
as a leader t .. or ViEJtna~tl, no one else vas as \lidaly respected, or 
would be gener~ acceptable ilithin Vietnam. Tb.uan .felt tl·urt. the 
U. S. bad to exercise leadership and lilUSt be very firm, othervide 
chaOS was likely to result. Uader no circumstances, he said, shauld 
the u. s. acquiesce in what the rfuu 's had done. This wwld be dis­
astrous. 
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4. Tbuan vent on to say that Nhu vas in a dangerously triumphant 
mood. Nhu be.lieved himself in tull control of the situation and vas 
contemptuous of the Americans. Tbuan said that Nhu had been very 
succesaf'ul in tricr...ing the Army (in answer to a direct question he 
said that the General.s did not know beforehand of the planned ra..1d 
on Xa Loi, nor did he), and in dividizl8 it into three c.......,nds. Hw­
ever, he felt that Nhu had very little real support in the Arrrry and 
that the Army would turn t'irmly against Nhu if' it knew t.bat the 
u. S. vou.ld under no circumstances support a Government vith the 
Nhu' s in control. 

5. Thuan also said that the U. S. must not be afraid of leaving 
the door open to the CODUlllllists, by vitbdra.wing support.frcm the 
Government as long as it contained the Nhu 's. He reiterated that 
the U. S. had to be firm. If it vas, the Army would respond. 
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