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Aufus Phtllipe

Comente of Colopel Homog Vs lac, Chiaf of the Permanast Buroau of
Interministarial Comittos oo Stratagic Haalets on S Septamben-.

1. Colowel lec i3 the highly cuompetent Vietammese officer is charge
of the office walch runs the Strategic Hamlat Frogram. 5He 18 an bonast,
lavel-boadad, pstriotic offiecer, without personal political smbitions.
he seldom comaents on politics.

2. Coalonel lac sald tost the Strategic Beaslet prugram nad greasily
slowed down in progress ovar the past 3 months becguse of the dversion
of official atientlion to the Buldhist problem and deterioretiog relations
batwesn Vistummwee and jmaricans. [He want on to sey that £00d reiations
batween Azericans aid Vietnamsse wore abeolutely essential to the success
of the mrogras.

3. Colanel iLac seid bhe had mede Lis views claar to Minister Luong
{Interior) and Thusn (Defense) thet American cooperatiocn was essential
and that the progrem had particularly dsteriorsted in tne Delta. Colonsl
lec sald e told both ministers that the progres was st presant a milure
in the Delta, vith the exeoption of pariions of Xien Hoa, Kien 'hong smd
£n Glang Provinces.

4. Colonel lac said he regretted and deplored tha artlclies asppuaring
in the Tines of Vistoss and the attitude o»f cartain slemeais of the Govern-
ment toward the Asericens. 7This sttituds wss lonevitebly reflected st
lower levels and, if contimuad, would mais progress lzpossiltilas.

5. Tolomel lae wanit on to say that ik 2is opialon, thw Bhu's wo ld not
last 24 hours if the ‘sericans made It clear that tirey would not tolarate
what wvas deing seid about them. He seid that evorrone knew, Incliding
Hug, that Vietnas was absolutely dapendant upou Awsriesn support to dafest
the Compmnists and that if Jbu made amy move 0 g3t the Anaricams out, or
if tue Apsricans mada agy move {0 get out because f the Hbhu's, that &
vas {inished. Amy action YW B vhlch was cleexrly turning tha country
over to the camaunists, such as negotistions with the LRV or actione foreing
the Amaricans out, would provoke an almoet unlveresl resction from the of-
ficer corps of tha Army.
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