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PB0.'-1: R. c. Ph1ll1pa, Aaaiat.a."lt Director tor Rural Aff'airs 

SUltJE'l: Corrvvaation Yit.h General Van Tbanh C. on ll Juq 1)63 

Qe,18ftl Van Thanh c.o, De~ to the lllutern Prortucea, tol4 • 
at 7: ~ p. m., ll Juq, tb&t r~ ned J'U8t come t'rclui an ir~..J&l meetir.g 
of all Viet.~ Arsq Oeneral.a vit.h Counalor Jhu. r.wetina had been 
calw\ b:f !fhu v1tb e.ppareut approval ot toe President. 

Duriac t.oe meeting, lbu 4111CU....S. ~ Bllddhiat problttn: Yft'1 frankly, 
.smttted tbat the Oovwnmant. bad ooada nd.at.alute an4 eolle1te4 the coopera­
tion ot tne generala b 8\ll'lllOU.'lt~ tbe crisis. At t.be 8&t!8 ti:~, he &-"1· 

not.UlC8Cl t.rut Government's intention to appoint to active poa1t1on, thoM 
generala vho were curren~ vi tbout Joba. 

Oene.r&la Le Van Kim and Fbat-"ff Xuau Chieu were t.o be appoint.ed u In· 
apectors ot the stratepc Hamlet pt'OSI'8m vhil.e General ~ Ifuu Xua."l vou.l4 
be reuai&ne4 to 1.nte.ll.1pnce duties. 

In the course ot the maettng, Cow!Ml.or ?ihu s~ cr1t.ici.M4 Nao 
D1nh Canh •s h&ndli;l& ot the sit.uation in a., cb&racterlsin& it as ''stupid.'' 
ae a.ao critici-.1 B18bop '!hue tor alluain& b.is poa1tion 'b.r utilizing &r.:!J' 
trued to carry sand and cement for a bu1l41na he vas conat1"'..1C'ting. llhu 
..ad General Nhiem to flt.op supp)¥1ng t.ba BI.Sbop vitb Vucks or aq other 
aaaUtance. 

AccQrd1.os to General Cao, tbe meet. ins vu aarked lJy a tree excha;ce 
ot opiniona au4 Nhu did not d.o allot the talld.nc. At the en4 ot tbe meet­
ins, Nhu aa1d he wanted to conti.:uae to haw an int'ornal ~ mHting with 
all the ger.erala. 

Oeoeral Cao said ae 'believed that Co.mMlor Nhu ll84 con.clu4ed that 
the 0overno11nt • • situation vas daaparate •111 bad. 'tlltlre~ a.c14ecl to 
cba.-ce h18 tactics. CaD's tmpreuion vu that vbat 5hu hell to -.y vaa 
wll received by tbe sena:rala &011 tb&t a v.ry critical situation had been 
relieved, at leut tempararil¥. (General c.o is not accepted aa a a rna;iber 
of the club" by tha otber generals. Theret'ore, t.is opinion of their re­
ceptivity waa ~1¥ baaed on tbe overt reeotiona i.•e could oblerve.) 
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a..nl Ceo M14 'Uiat t.be ~at wu rot ~L'l& ita tdt 
Hl'1tUa or1aia, iiiQI"• Ml'ior.UI t.ban the o:rtata v1 ta tbe B1nb Xu.Je:a, \Je­
-at. t.bat ti:a tM ~lMnt. hall tGe ~on hia aSASa. At. 
l~NM;t"' 11i. wu •wr¥ laa'Rl to s-t. the f'1'U14et.>t to act. ..,....,.. ne di4 
not. ~lOW ~Clll. t.o bolieve. O.ueral Ceo tAen -.14 tb&t. '*-.. tM 
a:S.tuation vu ao 8CJJ"1oua and bee&JM tile l"rea1411rrt. appean4 to taw 
Uttla aont"!4o:~ 1n ttJOM ~ .wtaU. ll1m1 he ~ U' it. 
1IOW4 be ~ltle to neal1 Gaen.l lM.S•l.e to n.t.n... tao 8&14 
be lleUeved. tJ:.a-;; Oe:lGnl J,v=dnle vu t.lle ~ pezeon to vt~ t.b! 
~t. w'44 l:lat.ell. I repl.l~ U..t l did not k.l011r1 'but would 
co.-.vq .::J.a op.L-.io· ~ t.o r:q aupc::riora. 

~t: G«liU"&l Cac'a stc.w~ut!l 1:·, the &bcwe ~, 
vwe 0.1t..irGJ3 a..ol.iei't«\ }9· me e..ld a,;N :At inap11"e4 by the nca.:-­
~1~1<3 ~ b .r::,· ik~~e to ;~. ~l''llAb~-t Of 5 Ju.l¥ • 

G.·L=-a.J. eau 1• a~· .t.ta .,~. at....nv I ilave t.~ lt.~ 
~. I atr~ ~ t..~at. he vaa tellL.l& ~ ;1ia to.~ 
i.L..-a10l~S ;Jf t-~..: e-..:.rN!:ft At.ualo#.tO;"!. 
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