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This mcmornndu:n r;,:)()rts on a me'.f'tint; I had t~ith >_!.r. Nhu, thu ; clii..ical Counselor 
t.o the ~·realdency of' Vi.rtnam, on D.!cc.Dber 1'7, l)i..2. T'aa meeting van held at 
tbe requect of 1 lr. mlu to discuss sene of his iciea.s on &ruarrilla -..mrfn.re, a.'ld 
#t'.S initiated by him at the suggest!.on of Ar. Ilfl.nG Due Khoi, the Deputy Director 
General of bformat lon of Soutn Vietnam, .ri th wuau I had beeana friendly durln(; 
rey- stay here. T'nrougt .. out th.::! tal..~, >tr. Nhu eJCTl(Ulded on t.is ideas of guerrilla 
warfare, and never asked ma o. question, and I volunteered no infonuatlon, so 
that the entire conv3raation was orul-di.nlctional. 

!r. 'lfhu f.!.rst •Jx.i:J8lldad on his theme tiut the va:y to beat tbe cOillllWliste ..ras 
to conduct t,l1.terrilla va.r just n.s t:,<?y do. He argued that we can never bave 
peace as long ao ~•Cf l"..noli the:; bav.J one mol"'~ weapon than 11e do, and we must 
let tJ1<Xt Jr.no11 that we too can conduct t.-uerrilla warfare 1 wbicl.1 is nov tl•e1r 
wOO.;:>On, r..{;nlaBt ~· 

'i'oo tmmedia:td 'La.rgct of t!le war :tn SVN is to drJ u:-J the SflesJ\Y' a sources of 
suppl.y. :Jcretofore, tbe goa.l has bct;m the killine of tne C<Xllll.lnist adversary 1 

bt:t nw col'lsidern.bl~J ampmsia is to be 9\rltched to their logistics, a change 
tila.t generllllj l.e.s been accepted by the Arrrry. The rewards and honors the Arrr1;J 
is to g:_-.,,a for deot!'O"Ji.ne J.ocisilc targets nre nt:N to bo as great as thooo to 
be given for cCillbo.t. honoru or .:~or ~<..illing nchievemEtnts. '.rt1e anti-:JSrsoonel 
objectives lmve been ~ cource of considar~bla ~rustration ruld dissatisfaction, 
to the .flrff!Y becnuse Oi~ t:l.::lr di.t't'iculty in finding sucb. targets 1 onl consequently 
t.J trlt! ;;,eo:}~ bccnuse tbe".r have b....~n the butt of the Army's f'rustrations. Thus, 
t.hc frustrated tOO.l '-'f destroying ana;zy- f'or~n hall been repl.aced by n mox-o 
£,-ener~ll;r satisi'yin£ o..'ld ntto.inable one of d.estroyiug his logistics. 

,i:3retofor·~, ~~~r; ::'r.;.::r.:.ration of :.i·~~ utttJm~Jts at dastroyi.nt; the w:; r~as been 
::tttributed to t.h:; corrutJtion of t.i1a cadres (cadres heine anyone who .,-orks for 
Ll'lt~ gov-ernm:;mt at any LJvelL so ~.;.at the cry has gone out for n<N and more 

11oncst C!3.dres. J..lt cr:.1cu cadres ..,ou.l.d Ildver oo found "until the end of tho 
·.10rld.. 

·:-nia li.3Uds to r1. n:!..; ~~rl<::!Or-J of sul'VC!L"Sive lr.U'farc. .t.:t'ter nn <.:xtensl·.r~ raview of' 
q_ll t.ha 'Jt'ltars 011 f.i.l;3rrillo. iolarfa.ra, both Cc:tmmu1ist f'aDd 1\l:lur~co...•, ~t vas :'J'..mrl 
"h.'lt all ood rnd·~ otw lilajor ,:dsta ~·.! - the:.: all cons.ider ~'Uerrilla und count~r­
:.,"'x~rrilla •o;;.·, ~· J c.h.~ GlWi.l ;~iGnalloJ:wn. 1l.1t Ql.<.lrrilln and coun't•Y:.·-c;uerrill.a 
•nrfRr<) are vcr./ dlf'furno...n1;. in :mtw·~~ and t~ cotmter-~~erril.la. cannot l':Ott 
:>al.y by being a CO'~...Ultur-t;."UCrr: J..l..a. ili~ a3'w thoor_y ca.i.ls instesd 1'o.r· ~~~ tnE! 
~th~...!....£..:' tl!~t:~~ a.<;ainst ;;iL.1. L1 ' :~ case ot· Vi-etnam in ·;:.urtlcu..la:!', the 
ccclLlt<nist tnd!~ i.a connolidntion in tile Ilort.l! and revolur.tou itt the Sout..l. 
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In this M~l8e 1 eanaolida:t.iOfl" means "rai.n.forcceat of tbe police state· and 
revolution' means ··overth...""'V of~ goyerl&eUt for ~tic princi}.lles." 

Ti.:e goverramt acCUl_)'ta and ia ~ to adopt. this t.beue ror it& awn }Ul"'.JOIWB, 

and to s:JOnSOr a revolution in tbe South in a vey not foreMOD b-.f tbe Calamists -
of wnic.h tbe at.ratet;1c hamlets viti• t.bl!ir elective leadership repreaont a ba.sic 
ccrnporumt - and to contribt.-te t.o t.b.a Ninforoement of totalitarian rule in the 
North 1 in this wa-r t.brov .lng the ellfiiCIY off be.lanca. 

f•la.o' o tbeor'; oo·;iaioos an aacendance of tbe &WnTi.lla forces i'rom small be.nds 
to ~ armies, vi til too consaqu4llt descendence of the CO\ alter-guerrilla 
forces. 'l'be uev t..baor.f breaks this nroceas by cutting it at ita base v!thth.e 
strategic hnm.l..:t, which c-.rts the logistic base on Vh!cb 'Ule ascenda:Dcy rmst 
re~, mak.inB the e;rolith process reach ·senility instead of ~aturit.y.' 
Simi.lJtr~, t.ho goverraent accepts descendancy curve., a.nd re~ by organiz~ 
ita foz-ces in the lov-levsl :.rtrateglc hamleto. Tbe ~m1at goe.l. is to me.kct 
~ govenJDent' s :f'orce8 app!Jar liko an wcterDaJ. expedi ttonary force 1 but the 
government tu..""US t:·..e t.abl.as on tlle gu~ri..ll.o.s and ma.k:.es ~ appear like an 
~"1-editiona..""'Y farce, :t'or tl'.u~r theu n:ce ;JUt in a 9Q8it1on far t"rom their baaea 
of Slf7.Pl.i once the indigeoous lol~istics !.a dried up. That this phenl'llftnon ia 
baginni.ne t.o vark is deaowrt.rn:ted by a ca;Jtured VC diary, in which the IIIBn left 
llano! lu the midst of a bt1rst of entnusiaall and vell-viahiug, 8l1d tban trena­
fonued lnt.o a d.espondeDt peas:1mist bJcauaw o~ lack. of po~ SUTsp<>rt 1 lac.k of 
medicina, and lac~ of' supplies. ~ous~, it vas felt that t.be ou.ly tta¥ out 
o'f subversive lot8rfare waa to provokl;t a Korean-type VBZ'1 b.rt it is clear (fioccn 
captured docuiDeDT.s ~ PlU"ticular) that t..Qe can.mtata baw ~ avoided 
such a aituation because t.11ey 1--.llO'ol its contsequences of a Korean-type 118.1". 

In t.his ~ttation 1 ·;:rr rc~1r'-asants the ~-ee inte..."'de',:lend~ l~vals of o'3l.f'­
suff1ciency 1 which are: 

1) i<l.Nlogica.l selt-sufficier ... c;y. 

2) logia~ical organizations. 

3) technological B4:l1' -auf'f!ciancs. 

'IG Npresentn tba three degrees of :.~soaal vigilance, all of' tfhich are 
interrela:wd, and each. o1' which is nece&Bar'.f for the tit..bers: these are: 

2) cauduct wW. Wilavior 

:_-,) c...""ea.tiv~ initiative 
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ADd 'l.'N repz oacmta the three principl.os or dimenaions of tho bulrJan :xn-son, or 
"periiONI"•; ·· tho8o Pl"inci ples arc: 

1) ult.iDBw roa.llty, Which is tha da~'l diwmaion and tbe e~ of the 
htaan beilJ{;, and involves the f'acultiea or I"M.&CXl, ~~ oi' choico, and love 

2) tbe ax1stentia.l aspoo'ta, vhich is 1;.bll width diamaian, ~ :relr~tes to 
t.ne location of aan in his oociety1 a aociGty frail vbieh ho r.r<>fits and to vhich 
be ovee responeibUitiaa 

3) toe traR8cGndaDtal vocation, which 1s the bdigbt c hMmsion, is a 
noceaeary CODaGqUCtDCe of baviDg attained tlw firat wo lewls am raa:ll t.a 1"r'.D 
the fact that IIBU ctae8 trc.D God and GO~S to God. 

l) re&pQet of per8all 

2) c<Dmwit~ d.istinct!.::n 

3) collective rise 

'l'bie is tbe basic fona.U.a of gtl$rrilla. \ISX.fare; t~ gul!rrll12 . .:rt-~t::; O'.lt vtth 
~ tbe basic assets of eelf·at1'1'1cieDCy and :;;m-aona.J. vigilaace, om havin& 
achieved these t.ilen aclliwes persons.l1 an, or the dsst.~ 0'£ s. human beL.'"lg. 
Tbe people of S\'N need t.be vi.Gion <lml'bodied in such ideas in ordar t? ha:ve 
euthusiaaa for the confllct., far tl.c Vbt.nsase -~le are raaantic ra.th~ 
than practical. The Vietnsmase .)OO~:le hnve the :tutelligenc:J i'or uboorbi.ng 
such abstl"ac:t1onS, aDd are rll.l..1.Dc to accept u.v sacrti'ice i! inGpired uy 
such visicma. Mr. !llru 's conception of t,oo t;OV"-1"111Mmt 1 s ''gwtrr'il!.L•. '\tttr · h:.­
volvee yrimaril;y this grand concept ton, b).t does not neeesserily ~end down 
iDto all the ~ c1ata!ls, e.lth-:HJCh ~ or th~ latter n:e "!..nd:Joo 1:..:~::uw­
f"era.ble. 

Tblllre an tvo guerrilla base& in SVN: l) t.h3 :popule.tioo and 2) too Jli&qui.B · 

or guerrilla st.rongholda. P'or each. t!lm'.:: in n ;;,ilerrilla a.nS~ror by the 30\rern­
meat: l) th~ ~X>;r.llnr ~r!.llas t'£a.i.ast t!.·.: :xrmlation} and 2) tl1c Bia't C..1Ch 
or technical guarril.lao ;)r Gpecial coot:lt'u.O.os t.o ;;Jnduct O,I)C~c-:oac 'nt.o too 
eDfl.ll\1 arsn. 'l'hesa ln.tter al.·~ g.J.~r;.'"illc.c verJ tll.!Ch l:t'k•:! the ':!Olrl't3n"t.1.on.'ll 

CODCe!'t1on, org."Ulized into 8-12 man squads to go into ~ t::?r::· :.tor:r 1 W'bere 
ael.f-&Uf'ficicmc'J is c.L..~ly dtmended. 

'lbe ··~:JU.la.r guerril..las" take thllir tllame ~ t~;~ V:!.-~t~se word for pterril..la., 
·• du Kich," vbich U t.eroJ.lwr means 'marchinc right, ·· so that 'th.: concG~:Jl oi' 
IIObill cy beca:l(!fl ~"-~. Static tle!'enae fo.."'"'Ce& stJoul.d be rep.ln.CfJd by IJ¥)bil.a 
~s. For :tnstn.nc~, t!-c district chh~f''s h'YJ.OO la now d.e!'elldod by fixed 
ao.ldiars ~n fix~ positions inaldc tlla e<.mpound1 am the aruu:r, "Wit..h ~lis 

-~ 

t.ll.l; .·,( 
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etXteuive plannhac, can euiq plot t..ilo de!'enscts and o-~ tbam. In t.M 
new CCDCept, ~ the atn.taaioell¥ .1.JI:portant pointe v1ll br, so dafendad, but. 
the dat'euae will be c:li.t'f'e:rcmt traA the cl.aaaical coocept.. Tha DI!N d~reueo 
viU break up the now-viaiblD !'orca I.IDd ,iJlace t.lala in a ~ at: · oocr~ · 
spots ootaide t.he callpOUDd, tbe aec:rocy 'baiiJO lllifWJt.ainad by ha'ling n n\lilber 
ot sueh epota and uaine!: d.irtorent aocta escil n!(t;lt.. The district C.:l.i.<.:f' '#ill 
also be IDObile and vill ul.ecr:; in di.!"foreut places ~l;y. Z'J\Jll 1-iV.! :;."'d.io 
1n 1ohe district chi~:t'' a hau.sa, wi~ iD Q:i.'t..::n a. :pr!aJ vc uu-get., w .ill oo 
mobil.G within tho hal1se to ~-evwt t.lw VC £'rca l':IIo.ring exact~ '~~her-e it ia. 
UDder t."lis defense ~,pt, vhiah a.lso tnclndea J1B11Y ba.&arda to ~ VC ou.ch 
aa spikes and traps, the VC vU.l Wl'ter the t.arg3t ar.a and the will i::J..:J 
liU1"l"OUDded trcn 'belh1nd, aod their louoa '#ill be ccmaiderably hisb.at· ·w-~ in 
defense fram a fiJWd :point. 

The guen-l.l.J.r..;. ~vt ln the st.:..·a~ic b.amlat.s is achiaved by t.ha d<~i'enoo 
forces vitbtirsviDg to aecrat :poaitiOlW outside tl:.e ~ u tho attac'-, 
begtna to :sppcar overwbelia1ng, aDd t..'len t.o baraaa the eDa11:f fbrc:es M ~ 
vitbd.rw. (In ~ provi.ncoa, this oon...--ept has biMn ~ int0r-~lre'tod 
to ~ &VW:l.lation :Jf ~ in the ~aalat, Vhich 1a bad ~ clangor 
to t.be evacuaos bampGrs def'anae and booaaes a latter o! conc~ru '~ the 
defeadera cud bc:Klauzw an ~ IJOUrCft of' motlvatian for ths defdlldcrra ia 
t.bereby ~.) (In ooe pa.rt.icular ~ vbere this t.act.ic ·J'a.Z used, t!'!e 
VC took co·.rar inaido the strategic l.iamlat 1 and b,(}ld 1 t f'or 4-5 c.'lays t.mt 1.1 
they vore finally alaked out vith war [7.1.8.) L'l ad.dit.ion '-O t.C.te dai'andoz·~ 
llho JaOVe aut, t.Uer'.l is a a~· .. l»bh¥1 g-..un->rill.<i .torect wt.ic:n harasaeL t.h~ llno..v 
llben tb4y are .Lnaida the ~1 :ntru.ct.~ v~a.t casualties t.ucy cGU. 

'lhe ba.a!e P'..lr".JO&e oi.' be concept ~~ t.:.;. tarca th~ =-m;y to ~~..c.:..:~.~ ·' ... ;.&e 

UD!Jl'Ofitab.W (;UUI:n.e:r-guerrUla varf~, · a.a clla.raetAri.lbd 'bJ fo::.:ci;~ h:!Jn t.c 
nttac.lt dur.Lns t..ll8 dlq (becanee his ~s at ni8h"t are so 6;.~~) 'j;;.' to Opi!n:J:c 
vit.h convantioJJB.l !Al'JtWs. J.:a.f ~ Ur.at mght ua,.;~ li·i'e ti.Ll'tic,...lt for .:.ilii. 
at night., sucl• ...;..; ;..·atJO 01' w.&~c~~ IXJ'.rj,.;:~· i:.l...at ~lght ~~ hi% t:a.':.!;;;o;: .::.:Ai 
rovaal his _poa~·;,.i..;;u4 .. ii~ coa' ... :.~::~t.:J to !"..,.o.~d:-.g this ~.-;!. k: ... t),'7r'2.ti::x1:; 
\;~cue ~ u.ii'l'.i~ul.-;,; 1 ·i;.Uey w:LU occ:~- ~s~ .:.'.--aquent.~ 1 tmd it '.:; i.i.h':f'i.:'...i.lt 
for a caw"'m:i.st ..rho :i.G not. :._.na.t'ticl:::)a.tinb in nwetings e.Dl vthft:..~ o.cti.vi<: .. iea t•) 
cooti.nuc t.o be li. lo:ral c•rcanuniat.. 

In a4di"~,~\J.ll 1 ~~.;\ .... ~~;11 .. ~ ~ a. &en~~ ~J~J.;;r~i of }j,.:~: ..... ;.,~~41 t..~._ ~~::A.:~:r~tl!_..r;ta. 

Tb.t hellC:OlfWl' tWiii·••'lt operation~ .:..J.'."'\.: ~x;;l:n ~:tr,~.ly e.C.r'e<a.ic··;!: ~.:"4· ,;;,~~ h&.\1;; 

cOIUliciel~c:b.J.;r S';;.;.;·.::-.. ,:;;t~~ the i!~lirt.z • .:.'ool~ :.i.:.: ~;::;.u·it;;~ 1 .o..;.·· ~~4..::; 

never kn.Jiol -...·l.~u. th.e-.1 ~.;.t be b.it, -....:~f CM no ~ enjoy tb;.C:· ~~onu:n· 

feeling of :.;;t,;:·unity frcm ~t 1W..~l.lt ill t.h.air o.m ll."l"'.IC.S. ·•<"!Jt\.~~ 1 

aircra.t't. c.!.rcl.!.r..c: a<w'"Cr +J:leir a...~ ~-~s tJwrl run :;y..,· ::>~il:. <!avr::;;.;, u-..~ ·.rt:.ll t~1a_y· 

are doing thill they cannot ba fi&'"J.t.i:lg ..!f';tectiv;;:;.l.y. 'l'h:: VC st.ron{~'').i.ds sl;,o:Ud 
sil!li.ln.r l;t llG.v~ t:.. C;V'~ -;;:l£ of bomb£; ~d.i v::u~eci every nL3bt l'or "tlu ; JByc~wl.uzica.l 
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'lbe ll'tra.'teg,y 1D the Delta, ar in O't.bar area.a where tbe VC ccast.itut.a a maJo:rit.y 
ot the populat1oa, ia primaril3 001t ot cut.t!Dg tho auppl;r linea to tbe VC· 
ooatJtol.led er.a 1 faro as the 'YC to A m ..-& trc. the local pcJ'~Watioa 1 

t.ilereby builahag up popW.ar autagrcd• eaa'ntrt. tbe VC. Even ~ the VC, 
IIUppl;y abortegu ban resulted 1n eerioua diaagra• t1rt.a, HPIJCieJ.l.y 'betvoen 
the a:U1tary 8Dd pol.it1cal ca-sndora ot tlla units. 

Tba civie-aetiCRl cadnta are an 1mpartaut part ot the Bt.r-ct.tegic ~t ~~ 
aDd the 1ncreUed ooaurity the at.rat.esic u.amlats oan of'f'er t.b• is mal'~ 
recruit!ne..,. easy. :rtnatns tbe IIODliY to Il8Y t.baa is a pa.rticu.W..Il.y diiTicult 
task, 8lld they are expeeted ...ut.ual.ly to be :paid ~t ot the baiWrt budgata. 
Currentl;y many of them are reid by 00 aid :t"'mda, 8lld 1t tiw u.s. sets t.beir 
salaries too higb, than the Viot.ua~~aao will be unabla to conti1me at t.na~ lBvel 
att.er u.s. aid stapa 1n 3-4 yean. 

Mr. Bhu points out tbo.t tbe war in VwtDta is DIN in a ~od oi' t.l"'m18ition, 
aDd that tbe l.E and VIi are DOll ~1c1ng 'bro coocepta ap1nst t.ile VC, one 
beiDg tbe ''obeolete oounter-guerrilla · conce:rt Gild the ather the 'guerrilla'' 
coacept. One ~· an at~ to breo.k" tbe ~ and t.lw ower an 
att.pt to 'u-pset his ~·· Tt.ere he..a been coofu.aian ~t.od both on the 
Vl~tnaa and t.be t6 si&ts by tbe Changes 1 aDd time and coadi:\i.ioning llfill 'be 
neecl8d before the DeW t.heorf is fUl.lJ e.ppl.ied. 'l~ tlUa eDd, t..Ue US baa 
accepted Mr.. Nbu' s proposal that 00 1r'80Pla take coureos em t.b.e atra.tsgic 
halet pJ"''Sr88ll. 'l'ile :P8Qiile 011 the VietJlalle&e side who do not ~and the 
ideu are the 'h~ placed·' onea. 

Mr. B'.au }lopes t.bat the US can davelap sCDe nev strat.esies of su.bvacsi ve 
vvtare as it applies to t.he \..~Diardsve.loped countries o-r "t.i.ae vorld. & 
believes that the US constd..lra tbe underdeve.loped. COWltriea d.wi.d wcotitY:&t 
and unable to contribute, but iM bovea tbat t.ha Vi~se axa.pl_; can .-::.o:ltri­
bute to thia nev Bt1'&.tegy. Only wbeo the ~m1sto can be made t.o TOO.l.ize 
tba"t tbcry baw ooth1ng to gain by ~bvarsi ve V&'i'ara; as tbf.r;- baTe ~ 
.l.aarned 'lfi th ::os_!!ect to ~ vm~rw.-u, can vo hs.Y\i: ,JfiCCe, tt.nd ooJ.-. oofu rc • 

f.tr. lhu vitNs tba receut Cuban situat.lon :t'rala t.ite subversive il'a.I'i:'ou~ V.iaw.JOint 
as a tactic~ \lit.bdrava.l tar Rusaia wt a atra.'t'!Eic il'i t.udrc.wa.l far t:.:.e us 
becau8e w :-"L~sed not. to iDYade ~and tberei'o.re cr~~ n ~c-wr-~ ~ 
for sul:Mu-Gi ve verrc;;re. 

--- • ~ .4 , ~ .. .. "': !, \ ~ . . ' 
i ' 1 , . ' ' • 1 : . ' .. . ._ ..... . 


