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Conversation with Gen iwi Huu Xuen

1. Called on ilaj Gen Xuan in his office at the hHotel de Ville this morning at
his request. [Primary purpose was to re-establish old friendship, and for him to
find out what 1 wa doing ( he had not imown until the ym evening of the 18th that
I was back in the country) and what I could do to help him, A mumber of pcints of
interest eamerged.

2. Ge. Auan stated very positively that the french and the Commamists are
vorking closely together in Saigon. le went on to say that there had been a welle
prepared plan to take advantage of the coup, whenever it might came, with the actian
schedulec for two days after it. This act.on, he said, incluced student demonstrations,
an effort at a & general strike, as well as the usual plastiquages, etc., Le did not
53¥, but implied, that there was I'rench knowledge, or perhaps planning participatiem,
in this affair. Iocosaxirxaxzxsxki In answer to a later wisecrack about his
trench "friends" he grimaced, as though to czcknowledge that he was well aware that
he is supposed to be pro-rrench, and a bit later rather pointedly reminded me that
1 should inow how close he really is to some of his "friends" as contrasted to
~mericans with whom he can be frank and honest.

3. UGen Xuan spoke concerning his problems as Hayor of Jalgon, specifically the
large numbers of refugees, including many Comminista, who live in certain areas n
great misery, and are ripe for trouble makers. He went on to say that, fortunately,
his old contacts were still good enough so that no trouble had yvet occurred, and
that he how had trusted officers in key spots. levertheless, he said, he felt that
action must be taken to relieve misery, and deronstrate govermment ability and
intentions, through medical and food assistance initially. Le said zlso that he
hec a2 special psychologleal vwarfare section which is working on this problem.

L. wven Xuan statec that he was now wearing 3 hats, layor of Jaigon, "Commandant
¢'srmesof uaigcm-Cholon, anc Chief of security, resulting in = regular 14 hour
working day. He spoke with foeling about the necessity for breaking up the Can Lao,
and what he referrec to &s the "black police", for whom he scemed unable to find
any offiecisl name in :inglish or :rench, ref¢:ring to them by a Vietnamese term, The
most immediate problem, he felt, was the necessity for “blocking off the VC from
calgon", and then graduslly pushing them back in the country-sicde, iie went on to
say that there would be many more troops availeble f{or the purposs, now that the
regime did not feel it necessary to keep them irmobilizec to protect the palace from
the people and the Armed Forcges,

5« CULMENTS: Gen Xuan seems even tougher than before, and still a very wily
bird who f.els the truth is toc precious to be dispensed loosely. ievertoeless I
formed the impression that he is still an intensely Vietnamcse loyalist, and that
he still regards ;mericans as the best friends of Vietnam. There were definite
indications that he was not ready to speak entirely frvely to me, but that he would
rather evade, perceptibly, than to lie to me, There were many cuestions which I
could have asked, and undoubtedly had answered, were it not that I wished to impress
on him that I am not in the intelligence business.
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