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Conversation with Gen lJG.i. Huu Xuan 

1. CalJ.ed on llaj Gen Xuan in his office at the hotel d.e Ville this wrning at 
his request. Prilr.ar,y purpose 'WaS to re-establish old friendship, and for him to 
f...OO out what 1 · ... a doing ( he had not known until the JIB. evening of the 18th that 
I i.."aG back in tre country) and what I coulc do to help him. A number of points of 
L~terest emerged. 

2. Ge .. J..ua.n stated ver,y pooitively that the french and the Camnmists are 
working clo::>ely together in Saigon. He 'Went on to say that there had been a well­
prepared plan to take advantage of the coup, \thenever it might ccme, -,.1.th the action 
scheduled for two d.a¥s after it. This act _ cc, he 5aid, incl:uced stud.en t demonstrations 1 
an effort at a ll general strike, aa well as the usual pl.ast.iquages, etc. He did not 
say, but implied, that tr.ere was .French knowledge, or perhaps pla.nning participation, 
in this affair. Ius•n•tniw•t•••nt In answer to a later wisecr6ck about hie 
French 11 frierxis 11 he grimaced, as though to acknowledge that he \';as v;ell aware that 
he is supposed to be pro-i" rench, and a b~t later rather pointedly reminded me that 
I should know ho't.' close he really is tv some of his ''friends" as contrasted to 
;,..zaericans v;ith "'nora he can be frank and honest. 

3. Gen .Xua.n spoke concerning hie problems as ·'.,l~or of :.:,.Ugon, specifica.l.J.y the 
large nUZDbers of refugees, includ.ing many COl:lnUllists, who live in certain areas 11 
great misery, u.nd are ripe for trouble makers. He went on to say that, fortunatelJ', 
his old contacts were still good enough so that no trouble had yet occurred, and 
that he aov .l'laci trusted officers in key spots. !levertheless, he said, he felt that 
action must be t.aken to r-elieve misery, and deiD:.lnstra.te government ability and 
intentions, tlo..rou.gh medical a.n<i f'JOO assistance initia.JJy. i~ said c.lso that he 
ha.:.; a 5pecia.l psychological h'al"fare section which is working on this problem. 

4. -.le."'l l.uan stated that he W4!! uow wear·ing 3 hats, lla.j·or of Ja.igon, 11 COI!l'llanda.'lt 
d 1 h.rmesuor uedgan-Cholon, and Chief of .:iecurity, resulting in ~:. regular 14 hour 
working day. He spoke with frJel.ing about the necessity for breaking up the Can Lao, 
and wr.at he refcrree to cr.s the 11 black policen, for whor:; he seemed. unable to find 
an,y official name in i;nglish or french, re!'(;)·:·ring to them by a Viet.namese term. The 
most iumediat.e problem, he felt, was the necessity for ublocld.n,g off the VC fran 
..;aigon" # and then gradually pushing them back in the country-side. He went an to 
say that there ;.-ou.ld be many more troops available for the purpose, nOlo< that the 
reg.i..ne did nat feel it necessary to keep them ~obllized to protect the palace from 
the people and. the Armed l''orces. 

5. cu~·J·IENTS: Gen Xuan seerus even toug.~er than before, and still a very wily 
bird ~o Lels the truth is too precious to be dispensed looselJr. Nevertneless I 
formed. the impression that he is still an intensely Viet.ns.D:wse loyalist, and that 
he still regards J..merica.ne as the best friends of Vietnam. There were definite 
ind.;.cations that he was not ready to speak entirely !r--ely to me, but that he would 
rather evade, perceptibly, than to lle to me. There -,.-ere roo.ny cr..testions \o'hich I 
could have asked, and undoubtedly had answered, wre it not that l wished to :iltpress 
on him tr..r~t. r am not in the intelligence business. 




