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~: Hr. ~en Van Buu 

TO GeDeral Le Vs Kim 

Dear Kim, 

Au you knolf 1 f.'!r. D.m is C'Ul"reDtly tlDder detention 1n Gemral R'hlmh 's 
house, alt.'bougb tocbni~ tree to return home; his ships are 1m:pou.nded 
e:ad b18 beDk aeeowrta bl.oell:ed. 

I feel a ecmaiderabl.G degree of I?eriiODal respoDSibillty fo:r t.bis 
state of attaira, a iDee I waa given a message b,- his aiater-in-la:W', 
Mlle CecUlon (a cloae perBODal friend of' Bar'bara' a) during t.be manlins 
of 2 llov-.ber, to paM on to General MiDb, that !<Ir. Bu:u eupported t.he 
Revolu:tiCGal"f CcJamittea and awaited the Cc:lrnittee's iDatructions sa to 
vbat to do with his t.roopa. 1 failed to paaa on Bw's menage to you 
at our tint Meting because I 1.\llt.icipated aeetns GeDenl. 1-tinh immedia:tely 
a:f'teJ"Va.''"ds. 'When I did not. Me him it waa too late to prevent \that hap­
pened. 

BeyoDd t.be qwtation of what is justice 1n this •tter (a qu.eetion. 
of practical aa vell as th«)r.etical 1m.pOrtaDee) , there are 8fJ"'Iel"al prac­
tical. problem8 which, I believe, require 1Janediat.e solution. 'fese are; 

a. Freeing ilia ships ao that. they can be used to transport 
supplies (tEOM tWd MAAG) vh1ch are now pi.l.1Dg up on the docks and which 
are 1!,'JI!I8il1atoq needed 1n Central ViotDam. (It is uolikel.y that these 
abips would tlee to aDOtb«r country becm~&e they can~ be aold abroad 
with tb.e approval ot the Vietaaae&e :Eblbe.aa;y 1n the ca.urtry of sale. In 
szt:! ease 1 a guard deta.cblleDt c<.YQld be pu:t on tbe ships. ) 

b. r·tainta1D1nc the loyalty of the Combat-Workers Force b:f 
a.l.l.ow1.ng Mr. Buu. to use CJI.l$ of his bank a.e<!QWlt.a t.o pa;y them immecU ately. 
A reliable obaerver vho baa visited V1.mg Tau receut.]V estimatee that 
theM t.roopa are dist:u:rbed by J.ir. am's arrest and Diem'• death but ..,.ill 
rema1D lo.fal. to the mv goverDmfJ!lt prov1.ded f.fr. &.w. ia treed and al.l.ow'ed 
to I'«1 them. 

M,y 01m asseeamt:tUt, a.f'ter talld.ng to Buu peraonall\v 1 and ba.sed on a 
personal acquainteneeahip vit.b him of over a year is that if' he givea 
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you his vard. that he vtll eneure t.he loyalty or his troops to thtt new' 
GoYerm~ent, that be vill 1"81Bain in Viet.Dta UBtil vbat.e'V'er cb&.rg!t8 exist 
aga1nat him reeeive proper 1Jmt8t1gation, be v1ll keep bia vord. He 
tells • he is errtire.q vi lliDg to open his books and records f'or such 
aD il'Jvestigatio.n .. 

Despite the initial treatment be received (being baD&icu.ffed like 
a crta1nal), I believe t.b4t RevolutioDa.r.r Ccarlttee, 11' it Y8Dta to, can 
win aDCl hold his loJalt,-. It aeema to me tbat hia cantribut1CI'l to Vtet­
DBil in effectift~ tigbting the Vietccq; to date ( 1Dc1d.eDta.l.q coating 
him Cl'f'f!lr' 20 lllill.1on pi.a.st.re~J ot his OW'D moaey}, in itself', merits gi'V'i.Dc 
him Just, not arbitrary", treatment. 




