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VheD Tho would report this to tile Pres:l.dent 1 he would be llhon laD& lists 
of ai&Daturea OD au.ppoaec1 petitioD& fl'QI people 1lbo 1184 "'V'OluDteered" 
tbe:lr labor. Tho told JWa tbat t:Jieae were tate documauts apecia.lq pre­
pared - tbe Prov1Dce Cbief. !'be Preeidea.t 'I'OUld tbeD talk about h1a 
trips to tbe prori:Dce ad baw be YU &lJreiya velcalad bf tbe fOPU.)atton. 
1lben Tho would t.r,r to tell lUll t:b.at it vu DO'tlt.iJl8 'but a "111ae • ~~CeDe," 
he vould DOt listen, aDd 'WCUld repeat tbat fto wu a "defeatist." 

5. lot~ did these practicea aHeraate the people, Tho B&id, but 
the prertoua poliq ot 41Y14e aDd 1'\lle ~ aptut tbe a3or re­
lJ.&ioua sreupa (the Boa Bao, tJae Cao Da1 aJI4 tbe Catbol.ica), aa Yell aa 
llii''DIIt the IIIIer et.hnic m1Dorit71 ft8 diaatroua. M1Db aD4 be, Tho aid, 
bid beged the Prea14eDt to al.l.olr tt..a to ara tba, pe.rtieu..lar]l' tbe Boa 
Bao, beca.ae t.be¥ were ao ~ anti-,...mtat. !'he Presideat ha4 been 
on tbe poiJit ot asree1Dg1 Tho -.td, when llbu. peraua4ed h:1a tbat be could 
DOt. trust ua (MiDh 11114 Tho) or the lloa :aao. The Boa Bao bee.- d.iacouraged 
becauae tl:ley were DOt belpe4 IIDd beMnM ¥beD tblr,r id.eDtU'ied a cc mist 
in t.beir Jl1dat aDd turned h1a onr to tbe proviDc1al mtl:aori ties he would 
lribe the reapaDid.ble govezwt ott1c1al 8D4 be releued. 

6. Bow, ~ aa14, we mwrt avoid tbe aiatakea ot the paat. Aaaer1.can 
aid baa beeD rapid ud etticient but DOt e.lft¥a intellipat. Above all 
we Deed 1rltel.l1geDt -1Ralloe ad t1:rm eu;pport tor vbat ia riabt• De 
.AIIeriC8D8 sat stud up tor t:be1r om deD)Cr&tic pr1Dciplee 8lld sat al­
W'IIP i.Daist that ¥bat we 4o helps 11114 DOt laama our om people, Tho S&'ld. 

1. The iJiplelleutatiaD. ot the at.ratestc halllet progra IIJ8t be re­
vised, 'l'bo eaid. We mat t1Dl a 'fl8'8 to lift u;p the bu.rdeD. placed OD our 

ILJ .• le aDd we 1118t ...,_ pq tbs tor their work. !oth o.era:L M1Dh 
IIDd I are realiatic, he aa14. We realise tJaat we too....,. loat mch ot 
tbe trust of our f'omar ~ in the Delta. The people there have 
lit~le faith in e11JCD8 -- the Di• Gove:t"DIMWt wu but tbe last in a lcmg 
8'tr1.DS of OoverD~CJLta ot 'broUD prmd.ae8 begt•'• vitb tbe Jlrencb 
Colcmtal Oovezwt at tbe beglnnins ot World Var II ad cauti]pJiDS 
thrc:N8b tboae of Bao Dai. 

8. The aiD 1deaa tor the Delta vbich GeDeral MiDb aDd I have in 
JI1Dd1 Tho aa:ld, are u tol.l.on: 

a. We vil.l correct the abuea of tbe past sove;tii1116.1i1t1 such as 
forced labor 1 aDd ve will do ~ poaaible to raiSe the aorale ot 
the populatiOD iD tbe Del.ta to give thaa faith in the OoveniD!Dit. This 
t:bey do DOt DOW baTe. 

b. !here is a real Deed tor asgreaaive local ailitia aeekiDg 
out the YC in their areas. Aa taat as ve cu be aaaured of their political 
lDJ'al:ty ve will t1'aiD aDI1 am the Boa Bao lllld Cao Da1 popu.lation 1u the 
Del.ta aDd the rca1n1ng Catholic groapi.Dga DOt a.lreed;r armad. Their lliuion 
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v1lJ. be mainl¥ local security. we vUl also Yin the support of the 
l1lle.n 8Dl train and an1 them -- at present they are neutral tor the 
moat part. 

c. We V1ll. cance.ntrate on the ecor::talic and social ~ 
ot the baleta a:Lreattr blilt to raise the morale of the people; and at 
tbe same provtae th• with better aecurity vbich they do nat ntR bave. 

d. We Y1ll. arganiae a special effort in the CIII8U Pea1nsnla to 
d1aru.pt the VC 't.ses there because th1a is tb.e main source of 1\mds &Dl 
tra:1Ded rec:ruite fer the entil'e VC eftort in tbe Delta. Ve Y1ll do this 
by tre:fn1ng spec1al ranger groups, uinl¥ cowpoaed of Boa Hao, al.read;y 
fa1l1ar with the area, Vbo Y1U t#JZr7 the tight to the YC. Tbfq W1ll be 
backed up by mobUe, regular m:Uitary units to strike aga:tnat VC ccmcen­
tratioU. 

e. We v1ll. "brlld more hamlets 8Dd ve 1lJiq move 80IIIIIt vbich are 
now poor]¥ placed but tb.1s wUl be done ver:1 selectiv~ sad the people 
wUl be aid fbr their vork. There Y1ll be DO more c~rvee labor. 

f. We V1ll. fOl'Jil a bish-leval directing IIDI1 coordinat.i.Dg COIIIIl1 t­
tee within the Gove2:'J:~Mnt tar the overall paciticatiOD effort. 

9. The Prille Minister then asked me to cc:mtact BW. Yen Luo.Ds as aoc::m 
aa possible to d.i&CU8& vi th h1m 1.n detaU the ha1.et program. WOJl8 • s 
appoin1.:illeDt vaa ~, Tho sa.id, for about two mcmtba to assist 1.n 
m Ol!'derq truster ot tbe progra and of tbe experience gained with it 
during the previous ~. Tho said there would be a meeti.Ds at the 
eDd of this veek between tbe GoveliWIIIIDt aDd the Mil.ttary carm:Lttee to make 
policy decisions CODCel"J11.ng the Strategic Bamlet Prosram. 

10. During the con:vereation, 1 JllelltiODed the actiODS taken to retJIJIII8 
aid as 1nstructed by Mr. Brent. 1 &lao respaaded to the Pr1a Minister• a 
request for specitic opin1 ml& in regard to the Strategic lJalllet Prosram 
as foll..on: 

a. The 0overr1aen:t abould tom. a h18b l.evel CCIIIIlittee to direct 
the overal.l pacitication effort of which the Stn.tegic Hamlet Program is 
a major part. 

b. Tbe Goven:aent should coucentrate initia.l..q em ccxusolla&ti.Ds 
ex1trt1ng haleta IUXl prov14iDg theal Vi th adequate security and the eco­
radc and aocial beuetits prcatsed. 

c. 1 agreed Yith him ~ that tbere must be no more corvee 
labor 1 that t"Urtber vork should be OCJIIpeDSated far 1n saae ma:o.ner aDd tbat 
USCJC vcu.ld do ever,yth1:Dg it could to b.el.p tbe GovenD.e.ut raise the marale 
and win tbe support ot the population in the Delta vbich was the ke)" to 
defeat ins the 0QIIIilm1 sta in tba t area.. 
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ll. Cooment: The PriM Minister had obvious:cy been thinking about 
the problall of pacifying the Del.ta far m.a:ny years, end tran his constant 
references to General Mi:oh it vas clear that there vas a considerable 
1dent1 ty of vi eva betvean ths. }oty impression vas that he bad a can­
plete grasp of' the political realities in the Delta and that for the tirat 
time solid progress can be achieved in that area if the u.s. can develop 
a m.ili tary aDd ci villan aid prosram sutficientq flexible to give support 
wben and where needed. I &lao received the impression, although he did 
not ~~J~eCificall\Y' eo state, that the Pr1ae Minister expects ~eral Minh 
to head the h1gh-level pacification CODDittee. 

cc :The Alllbusador 
Mr. J .L. Br'ent 
Mr. w .Trueheart 
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