THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 4 q/,//i’ -
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. aoo.—
NLK- 83 -85
CM-856-63

30 August 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Probable lLoyalties of Vietnamese Units
and Commanders.

The enclosure offers, in tabular form, a presentation of
the probable loyalties of key military units and commanders in
the event a coup d'etat is undertaken in South Vietnam in the near
future. With the exception of information on the Civil Guard and
Self Defense Corps, which originated in the Joint Staff, the
summary is based upon a Central Intelligence Agency report
received from Saigon on 29 August.
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2,500 15 WII Tanks Iottl%ﬁhr@h}gx&bbﬁh This 38 s elite wnit and presidentisl favoritas.
) 12 Ammored Perocuned Laader, L HDI 1s strong, and most likely to remain with DIH{ under any circunstances.
Carriers Dw equipment is wall adapted to urban Lighting. .
At lssst 1,000 : 4
Mtomatic Riflss :
§,206 21 WWII Tanks to DIEY stionable. llony dissidants in this branch, vhose uwnits are sssigned
Al Armored Persammel to meny other organizations. Comsander, Col THIER, has no operctional commond, bub kos
CayTiers impressive follow'ng smong wnit camaiders. The equipment is well adapted to urban fighting.
1h Amored Cars : o
2,550 Conventional inlantry mazﬁ_@_;muawm%atnmxmmeoragg, eithey under present lecdor,
equipment including Col VIZH, or one wany other dicsident officers in « VIEN bas claimdd t0 bs
counter-aIoor loysl to DIES, but could probebly bG puciicd asids bty another in cose he should try to
vespons such as remain laoynl. This brigads bas s history of couwp plots snd sticptis.
Dasookas and recoil- . :
leas rifles.
1,500 Conventicnal & Unknown. Brigade will probably follov ihe commander, LtCol KHATD who is strong, resoccted bty
plus artillery aad his subordinates and competent. In poct GHANG has been steadfast and loyal to DIZY, howevar
mortars. recent rwports Indicate hs is dissaticlled, upset and perhsps rocdy to taks part in & cowp.
jusy ,
1,840 Couventional light Prol will ctand DIDM. All tazouch current wnpest thess units have been active In
infantyy. in ical action sgainst Puddhists. mn’,tomomwdnrmmdotmm‘:n,
o is juiged 10 De sbsal to DIZ4. HEis units will most probably follow ha.
2,812 63 Light bacbers to ,oin non-Carmmist cown [zoup. Unit has history of disaffecticn. Preceat
Balicoptere ecxzmapder, Col Tl is & weak leader, bub in past has been stronsly sympathatic to DIE! ond
C-A7 Traacports . mwmummnmmm,mammmmonrmﬂ.
2,200 Light infantry; river to recain to DIEM, Csn probably de held together by present ccvmand, Cot

Quyen, who in two coup ¢rises in the poct, has sided with DIRM Lmediately and exphoticelly.

i

8ignificencs is W and proximity to Scsicen (3 ailes). Comzaoder,
Plen XUAN 1s & dissident, & » 8ad close to FGen CHIEU w0 is reportedly snti-ragiza.

-

Btulents may be rendy for a coup, but thelr cspebility open to saus question. Many are
discontentod for various reasons. Catander, Col SON, is exceptionally compstent olficer
who was once not trusted by regime, but s been wooed yecently. Hias pressnt inclinciicns
ares unknown, but OOH has the courage und sbility to msks him an irportant figure ou
vhichaver sids Lo chooses.



http:xn.1&mt.t.a1
http:DItut.I7

_JOP-SECREP- Az

Saigon Uniformed Police 4,500 Esnd guns, light .= = Uiknown, however, lesders Are customarily responsive to direct orders from Palace. '
\/ Civil Guard T80 Rifles, light autcmatic  Unknown.
R . weRpons . )
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In addition to the above forces, there are regular Army units, more remote from 8S8aigon, Dut which might be brought into the conflict.

111 Corps . 8,608 .Conventional infantry Unimown. Not predictable which units might follow the present leader. Acticns of leader
W (m believed  ineluding 105 mm himself, BGen DINH, not possible to predict. Normally his opportuniss might lead one to o
to be vithin Bowitsers. expect hin to 1eap to winning side, but he has recently become identified with regime.
50 miles of . : xextmn;antmoammnuumucolwmnumumm”-mg
Saigon. ) . supporter of NHU. i ;
IV Corps i 17,505 ‘ Conventional infantxy Unit itself unknown, but commander BGen CAD idolises DIEM snd has sworn to devots his life
’ (estimated 8,850 incluvding 105 mm to wpporbiﬁ him. CAO is considered cmglm% loyal to DIEM. However, there is reason to
vithin S0 miles Hovitzers. question CAO's ability to comuand loyalty of rdinate units. Both his Deputy and his
of Baigon). ‘ Chief of Staff are reported disaffected. BGen KHIRM reportedly commands loyalty of severel

of ths more influential officers in 7th Division, .near Saigon. XHIEM is reported to be
snti-NBU, in spite of the fact that he is now serving as Chief of Staff of

strongly
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