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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON %5, D. C. 

CM-856-63 
30 August 1963 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Probable Loyalties of Vietnamese Units 
and Commanders. 

The enclosure offers, in tabular form, a presentation of 
the probable loyalties of key military units and commanders in 
the event a coup d'etat is undertaken in South Vietnam in the near 
future. With the exception of information on the Civil Guard and 
Self Defense Corps, which originated in the Joint Staff, the 
summary is based upon a Central Intelligence Agency report 
received from Saigon on 2.9 August. 
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Lo;y!lt;[ to Dmt M@ sueat.jca.abl.e. ltaD;J 4U•Iduta Sa tl&1a bzuch, 1lboM .uu azoe ua1Qae4 
to am;r other o~\SA:IU. Ccm;andcr, COl t.IDBll,-. DO opuctioD&l Q(l!l1MOQd1 'but hcs 
iii!PftUi'N ta:1JDv!ua _,. 'UDit C!!(l'l"'ftl)tlora. s-~ U 1llil.l e.Upted. to urbm ti{;ht1Dg. 

CDUl4 1 'be led to act at Dm·l ~ cue ot a , eitlu=r uader preMDt l.ecC!or, 
Col V , or Cllle asq o r cli.l::o::.dc:rt ottieen Sa • TIEl baa c~ to bo 
~ DDH, lNt cou14 pro"be.bl.J bci pu:;.ilCd u14ct 1:1.r uotber m c:o.ae bit abovl4 tz:r to 
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Urlli:DcNl. Br1Qit&:t 1r111 pro~ toUov u. OOIII!IaDder, Ltcol. IBA.'l'l 'tlbo 1a •troaa, re=:fCcted ~:r 
illi li&&"'linn.tc:l 8D4 ~· lD pa.at mA1D l:laa l:IMD ~ aD4 loJal to DiiU., llow-:n 
nc:..at nporta :!..DaJA:ate be U 41uat:IJC!e4, ~ ead. pel'lapa ~ w take part, ill a COu::.?· 
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...,..,......r, Col ~ 18 a wak.l.ea.Jar., 'b\& ~ put -. beeD lrti'O~ l)"'llp&thet1c to DJI:l G.:ld 
-· lllq ot.tiaerl Sa tM .&11' 7ozoce C1'Q ca;e:ble, ..... an read;( to te.ke over ca:ct1"-.do 

L.1lc!lz to rea&m loyal. to DDH. caa pl:O~ lie bl14 tot,;etber b;y pre•ent CCIIIII&:l4, ~t 
H!!!,. 'llbo Sa t110 ooqp ~ u t.be paat, IIU IUW 'litb Dml :l:::lccU&tel.J U4 c:apb.:ltic.cll.;;. 

BtulleDta !!& be rep4t tor a coup, but their capab1l11;J' OpeD to ea:::~e patioD. Jtau;y ere 
41aooQteDtocl tor ·.-anou l"8UQQI8. CaT"®dcr, Col SOB, 1a u:cepttcm&lll' ~Dt o:.~iccr 
w1:ao .. ODCe not t:rutect b7 nsSme, but ma beeA 1110084 ncat]J'. au preMDt mclU.::.tio:lG 
an 11Dboa, 1N:: :DI llu tbe OOQNOa Gild abWtJ' to ..- b:la u ~t t~ ou 
111t.icMYar •* he cbooMe. 
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8,6o8 
(all believed 
to be vithiD 
50 1111lea ot 
Sai&OD.) 

. OaaveratiaDal. :lDteratr,y 
1Dcll¥J1na 1.05 -
Bo111tsera. 

17,505 Cc:DYenticmal 1Df'autr,y 
( eatimatecl 8, 850 1Dcllli11Da 1.05 Jllll 
v1th1D 50 1111lea llovitsen. 
ot S&1pl). 

Unlmown. 11ot p:redictabl.e 'fdUch UDita mi.Pt l'ollDtr t'be preaeut l.ea4er. .Aot:J..cm• ot leader 
h1•eelt, MeD w:· 11101; »>IIi'bl.e to predict. lozmall;r hie opportuai• JaiPt ·1a4 ooe to 
upect lWI to to ViDDiDS a.s.ae 1 'but he baa ncen~ be~ :ldeat1t1ecl v:l.tb rep.. 
Jlut aoat 1Dtl.U1D~ atttcer 1D D1v1a:l.ciD 1a cal. !!!!! vtao 1a Catbolia ea4 lmo1ID. aa •tzoaa 
av,amtez' ot ... :. . . . . . .. . 

Unit itaelt UDkllovD, Wt CCJmaDder l!Cen CID iaol.:lsea DDM ad bU nom to d.evotll hie lite 
to aupportQ hill. CID ie coaaidered CC!Wlete£1oyal to DlDI. . B'owever 1 there 11 reasoo to 
petiOD CID'a ab111q to cu:muDd lOJ8].t;r ot r41Date UDita. Jbtb h1a Deputy IIDd. hU 
Ch1et ot 8t&U an re:por.ted d.iaattected. !Oen DlJil repo~ CCXIIMDc'18 lOJ&ltT ot aeverel. 
ot tbe IIDJ!II iD:tluaDtSal otticen ill 7th D1J1,.aU., :DMZ' Sai&OD. IIIDK ia reported to be 
~ aat1-DU, :Ia Qite ot tile tact tbat M. :1.8 DOW f8ZT1Da U . . auet ot Statt ot 
Jomt n.n.'ll'&'l &taU· ' · ----,-. .·r; 
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