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EXECUTIVE SESSIO~ 

Friday, June 20, 1975 

5 11 
h tlnited States Senate, 
il 

6 II Select Committe~ to Study Governmental 
,i 

7 11 
•J 
L 

8 
'1 
I! 

Operations with Respect to 

Governmental hctivities, 

9 il 
'I 

10 II 
Nashington, D. c . 

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:15 o'clock 

1, !:p.m., in Room S-407, The Capitol, Senator .John Tower presiding. 

.. . '-• 

Pr!:s~nt: Senators Hart of ~!ichigan, Huddleston, t1onda1~ • 

~:~1orgar:, Tow~r (presiding), Mathias, Daker and Sch•.-~siker. 
Also present: 1-lilliam Miller, Staff Director; Prederick 

A. o. Schwarz, Jr., Chief Counsel; Curtis R. Smothers, Minority 

• counsel; and Frederick Baron, Charles Kirbow, Burton Wides, 

Michael J. Madigan, liilliam Bader, David flaron an::! Patrick 

Sh~a, Professional Staff Mernb~rs . 

'·. 
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(2:15 p.m.) 

Senator Tower. The Committee will come to order. 

Befor~ we proceed to hear the witness, I think we should 

I have a report from the taam that went down to the l'fuite House 
' l 
I this morning to examine some documents, and ! believe they 

'will report to us and have a reco~~endation on how the Committee 

I
I should agree to handle this material, <lind shall I call on --

! S!!nator Mondale. now.ard has the nottsa. 
ji 

i! 
II 

Se.nator Tower. I call on Senator Baker. 

S~Snator flaker. Mr. Chairman, Rill Rader has thd notes. 

St:nator Mondale. l~ell then, call on m.,, I can r!:t.ad them. 

S.:.,.a tor Towt~r. Mr. Rader? 

Mr. Bader. Thank you, Senator. 

The documents that we reviewed brit~fly at the W1ite 'louse 

situation room were four different categories. 

In the first category, there were copies of the so-calle~ 

Mongoos~ files. Th~se fil~s contain minut~s of the Special 

Group Auqmcr.tt~d ann coni~s of th~ rest of th~ Monqoose files, 

. <~.rrangc:d in chronological ordt~r. And these holrlings are from 

th.., files of th~ F.x:c:cutive Secretary of the: 4t'J Committee and 

includd th• files of th~ Chairman anJ th~ ~xecutive Secretary 

of the Sp~cial Grouo Augmented. 

Abo these trust filt:!S art:! turned over to the Chairman h·: 

' 
2 ~ 'G~ndral Lansdalt: aftsr th~ qroup ceased functioninq, that is, 
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1 /i the Mongoose group. As I looked at them, there were about a 
·I 

2 
1
! hundred documents in this first group. 

li 
' The second group of documents are CI~'s Mongoose files, 

4 which we have already seen. Thure are soma six files, and I 

5 assume these ar~ the same files, and we have seen them. But of 

6 :i course, we didn't ha v~ a chance to go through them with any 

b The third group of files were the Rockefeller Commission 

9 ,Papers and files on assassination, and that includes the summary 

1 , .. :. of fc~cts, the investigation of plana for +-.he assa11sination of 

l. Castro and parhaps more than Castro, thu other assassinations, 

~rujillo as well . 

Mr. Madigan. Lumumba's in there and also a reference to 

; ... Sukarno. 

1: Hr. Baker. That is a some R•i or 90 paqe docU>'llent which, as 

:, I say, is a summary of facts, And this was prepared by David 

Belin. 

Senator Oaker. It might he important to note here, Hr. 

Chainnan, that the :vhit<~ flouse inctica!:ed to us tl1at that summdry 

wc~.s aot a Rockef.:lle:r Commission document an-:! did HOt ndcr::ssari lv 

rt~pr~s,mt the position of the Roc~:efeller Cornmisl'lion as such. 

That is thc:~ way I int~rpret their lanauaae. 

I qr::t th:o •imrression that this may hav-:t bt~en "' summ.l!ry thl'lt 

was not acCdPted for conclusion in the r~oort, tharafore there 

may b• somc:~ conflict. 
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1 Senator Morgan. It was pr•pared by whom? 

2 
'l ,, 

:. 

Stmator Baker. Belin, the Executive Director. 

Mr. Bader. The last category, the fourth category, are 

tome Special Group minutes, that is, a file, it is a tiny file, 

b !Jreally, of assassinations and allegations, and these minutes 

6 i\w~ra cull~d from Special Group meetings and they are highly 
I; 

7 i' sel~ctive in th"' sense that they are documents lUI they could 

1' !I find them in their search that related only to Cuba and it is 
il 

S• 1
1 clear th<~.t there is a grea.t dea.l more to come in this category 
I' 
'I 
lof the Spacial ~roup minutes. It was just on Cuba. There was 

; - nothing on the other Gtssassinatior.s. 

Senator Schweiker. You mean more that you have not seen 

, . ';yet? 
; . 

Mr. Bader. Mora that they have not put together as yet, 

· or at least they h<~.va not mad~ available to us. and those were 

·r th~ four categories. 

It is a little hard to judqe just how much work it will 

tdke to go through tht::.m. It is, I would say, somewhdre arou~d 

41l'J to 500 paqes, perhaps. 

S•n•tor Baker. ~r. Chairman, I would ask Prit~ an~ Bill 

to monitor what I'm abou~ to say n3Xt to make sure that I ra:J~ct 

it dCcurately. 

There is a generdl uneasiness at the White House about 

lettinry us havb these documents unrestricted, although pret~v 

cl~arly they are committed to let us have them, under some 
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! 2 It is also clear to me that some documents have not yet 
! . 
< 
0 

f 
bd~n located and supplied to us and that ~arts of some documents 

have ba6n delet~d. I think we prohablv can qe+ tha~ neleted 

5 , information before Vdry long. 

6 The suggestion was made that we ask t.he White House to 

7 bring those documents up hera by their own personnel on Monday 

0 ·so that w~ could use tham to examine witnesses. If they care 

r'!'' 
9 to k~:~ep someons her!! to retAin technical nossession of th.a 

!". 'documents, to take them back with them At the close of that dav 

·~ or any day on which we u~e them, they miqht do that, and that 

c .J , 
• . sooner or later we would have to find a way to utilize those 

• • 0 • documents, meaninq to put certain docum~:~nts in the record 

c or to read them into the record or to supply copies. 

c: Rod Hill s&am«d to think well of that idea. I told him 
c-: 

~~at I would suggest it to s~nator Tower and to tht~ rest of 
..£ 

,...... the Committee, and hopefully Senator Tower or Senator Church 

would be bAck in touch with the ~ihi to;, Houl'e to see if we can 

0 

" ;: ntqotiat .. an a<Jr<~<:ll\t:nt alonq thOS<! lint.ss. T think we can. 

think the ~hit~: House will agree to that arrang~m~nt. 

Senator '-!On'lal..,. Tht::re ar'!. two poin<:-s t ·~ould like to 

mak~. 

S~:nator Tower. Fri~7.? 

Senator 'londal'=· I think !!ills was sayin<1, from some of 

2: 
the documentation we looked at it was clear ~hat we may not vet 
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1 have all of the documents th&t we ought to look at, and I think 

2 they are lookinq for more documents. Things we read referred 

.. J,to things that were not there • So I don't think we can be 

., satisfied '1'-at that the full recorn i!'l available for perusal . . , I 

II 
II 

5 1
1 

Th~ s~cond thing is, in our quick look it is vary apparent 

6 !I thAt w~ must hav~ the documentation. I saw some which would 

'? ::

1

. hav~ 

8 j, have 

I! 
9 :j 

b$en very important in our questioning McCone, which may 

h~lp~Jd him remeMber thinqs. It WAS very central to it. 

! think we wasted a couple of hours when it could have been 

1· 1: don~ very quickly with on~ or two documents. 

L I SAW, there were several oth'!r documents that irnmerli.atelv 

struck m$ as being ess~ntial to our work. I don't think we ~aw 

1: ··anything that was revolutionary or that filled in a lot of the 

c.sntral gaps. 

s~na.t.or Tower. You didn't see anythinq that was sensitive 

to the extent that it might reflect on a foreiqn qovernm~nt, 

or som~thing like that? 

Senator Mondale. Th!:<re miqht be stuff in there, honestly, 

! don't know. But just looking at our work 

Senator Tower. lvhat you'r~:~ savino, ''ritz, ia you don't 

think wt~ ne~d all of it, tha~ we could select out; some of it. 

is that it? 

Stln<~tor tiondale. i'lhat. I am sayino is I think there is 

; mor .. available= som-awbare:. than we saw, ar.d they said they are 
2·: 

still lookinq. Hills said he wasn't satisfiad that it was all 
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th~re yet, and secondly, we've got to hav• it • 
1. 

Senator Tower. Right. 

7 

Senator Mondale. And we need it for cress-examination and 

d 
!·we net:d it -­
~~ 

II 
Sena.tor Tower. Well, the question is, do you need every-

6 i\thing that you looked at today, or do you think --

li 
7 II s~nator Mandala. I don't know. Some or tho stuff..,. 

F 

8 ljalre~ady have. 
I, 

9 'i Mr. nadtSr. Some, we Already ha.ve. 
/, 

L> Senator Mondale. So we don't net!d that. 

Senator Tow~r. Yes. 

Senator Mondal~. The other mat~rial, it struck me that 

don't St:le what we have to lose by havini'J most of it. I think 

. . . ' most of it is historical • 

Senator Daker. I think w~ ouqht to have all of it, John. 

·. i Tht1 ess~::~nce of tht1 suggt~stion I trie" to make was that we have 

. physically pres~nt in this room all of it, and then we can d~ci~~ 

how w~ ust it and what ~arts of it • 

Stnator Huddleston. Ond question on th~ docum~nts. 

Is that just the mat<:Jria.l t.h<'\t the Rockefeller Commissio1. 

has had? 

Sar.ator Bak1:1r. :1o, th: nocY.~::~f~::~ller r.omrnission 4pparently 

~· has not had thdse NSC minutes . 

r.. 

' ' 

s.wator :1ondale. Th~::~y ciid not h.a'.'l!s the NSC minut~:s. 

:1r. Schwarz. They asked for them and we were tolrl. about 
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il 
1 l!ton days ago that the White House refused to give it to the 

., 
2 ;; Rockef~:~ller Commission for some r .. t!lson. 

:1 

S~nator B4k~r. Th~'s right . 

Seru~.tor Hondale. The intereatinq.thinq, amon9 other'things, 

5 lit tell• you •xactly who was •t all' ot!•theM '·Ma~inqa, 
li 

6 :1 Senator Bakar. That's remarkable, th•ro's no doubt about 

7 'who was th~re and in most cases who said what. 

8 Senator Mandala. Th~ h~at was on, there's no doubt about 

s; :that. 

J. - S~nator Tower. You've h~ard Senator Baker's proposal. 

Is it th~ s~ns~ of the Committe~ that we shoulj adopt that 

proc~durt: for now, a~ l~:<a!'!t., for let's say, what is it, 

Monday that we want them up hare? 

Mr. Schwarz. Bundy is cominq at 2:11 o'clock on Monday 

aad w~·v~ s~t an opportunity to meet with him and go over and 

refresh his recollection and so forth. .~e we entitled to have 

them for that purpose as well as the actual USd of them at the 

Senator Saker. r·ly \lnderstanding is that thare il'l to be:: nc 

restrictio~ on our us~ of th~n. 

S~:u;ator Mo:.dale. w~ not only n.:~d the'll, but. ,,,., n'!led th.,m 

~: in a way that they're useful to us on cross-~xamination. Now, d9 

I und.,rstar.d it, the staff wi 11 be do·...,n th .. r~ this afternoon an'' 

mayb~: into tomorrow and t~e next day, for that matter. 

5enato~ Tower. so tha staff can sift ~hrouqh some of this: 
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1 Hr. Schwarz. And digest it, and ao forth. 

Senator Mandala. And we should ask that the materials 

~ • f 
that are appropriate or relevant to the n~xt witness be avail-

,'Able to us and that staff have them organi?:ttd lnrordoez. 

0 :to help us. 

Senator Baktir. Th~r• is a point there I'd like to ¥.,Yon a 

·1li ttle. 

b I don't want to give the Whit.e House an opportunity to ~ick 

!"'" 9 'out of that stuff what they're going to send up here. I would 

C"' 
., 
':lik• our requ~st to ba to send All of it, and then for us to 

t' 

r dtsc i,'ltl heru, with th"' Whi. +:<!~ HouAe concurrence, on how we use it, 

-..• that is, do we rdad it into the recor•l, do we photocopy lt, or 

• 0 • • :' 
do thdy supply us a copy of it • 

c J 

(" 
L~t us make th~ essence of it that they send it here. 

c Senator Tow~r. Th~ proposition by Senator naker iR that 

-:- , ,- .w~ ask th..m to bring the documents here, allow the b<!a.rer to 

........ 
be present whila" the documents are beinq used, so they maint.ain 

'technical possession and take them ba.ck to the White House after 

Wt; h.:w~ us~d them in our session or subse,uent sessions. 

Th~n we can d~termine at a la~ar tim~ wh~t final disnosition w~ 

maka. 

Is that correct, Howard? 

S~nator Bak~r. That's c0rrect. 

• Senator Towc::r. I was not- able to get S~:~r.~~.tor Church. "" 

·is off i~ th~ wilds o~ Idaho . . : . 
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Mr. Schwarz. I talked with him last night, and this is 

liquit.s consistent with our conversation. 

!I Senator Tower • I think this will be agree4ble with him, 

~ but I told his secret4ry that if, for any reason, after hd 9ets 

~ 1in touch with his office he does find it objectionable that I 

6 <jwould reopen the matter in a subsequent meeting. 

7 S~nator Mondale. Just one question. 

There would not be a White House staff person here durin~ 

,-
9 · someona's testimony? 

":'" 

·- ~~. Schwarz. They'd sit outside the door. . 
~ S~nator Monda!~. I don't thinY. he shoul~ be here as a 

J 

~ 
, 
• . monitor . • ~ 

a • Senator Baker. I think that's a point we'll have to make 
c 
c cle<ll.r. I agrs<'l with you, Fritz, ht~ ouqht to b~a physically 

c pr~s~nt, likt~ guarding the door that we don't run off with i~ • 

...:::: 
but not ht!rt~. 

,..... 
Senator Tower. And we·would undertake that we're not qoino 

to xerox th.mJ or dnythi.tq while he's sitting out there. 

Is that agrt~ed on by ~verybodv? Is thort~ any objection to 

;.. that? 

·rhtm tha .. is the way we will procet:l(l. 

s~nator Baker. Hike 'iadi<1an ma.ke!l 4 noiut that's well 

takan. It was ~like's underst:andin'1 ':hat Hill's w11.s telli.nq us 

• th.:rl;! w.:.r~; certain other rlocum~nts tha'" h"' had <~.lready id~ntifi···l 

but h4d not Yt!t reviewed <lnrl we ouqht to make sure that we 'let 
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of those as well • 

Senator Tower. I think the problem down there is th•Y do 

have enough staff to got all of this stuff together, is that· 

' ••it? .. 
5 Senator Baker. I think the problem is they do not want to 

,, 
6 ·lbc. taken by surprise. 

7 s~nator Huddleston. They want to see it all first. 

Senator Tower. They want to see it before it comes to us? 

Senator Baker. I don't blame them. , .. 
r· s~nator Tower. I understand Mr. Rissinqer has some interest 

' in St~.:ing them. 
.J 
~ 

• . St:mator Mondale. I think that's why they don't "lave enou-1" . 

J 0 • .sta.ff . 

r- Senator Tower. Okay. 

c Is there anything else of a housekeepinq nature to come 
c 

up? 
~ 

,....., SerAtor Baker. I miqht say to the Committee, ~r. Chairman, 

thd.t you cor.duct.:d a most intriguing interview with :-tr. Anqh:tor. 

< 
c 
~ 

Sen~:.tor Tow~r. Ne din. In effect, we took a deposition 

from him ir. my office yester~ay, ar.J ! think it was very 

illwni~ating, to say th~ least. 

Sdr.~tor ~1org4n. He looks the part . 

• Scr.ator Bako::r. He sur .. does. 

S~nator T~~~r. so I would suggest to the Committee 

·rop SECRET 
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11 
1 the reading of that 4eposit1on. I think it would be worth your 

Senate~ Baker and Sena~or Mathias wera th~re also. 

'• All riqht. 

5 i Mr. Kirbow? 

6 :1 Mr. Kirbow. Mr. Chairman, I think it would be he!o!ul to 
I 

7 :j the me.mbers if they know that when Mr. Conein is testifying t1·at 

~ :\h~ has before him what he refers to as an aftera.ction report, 

9 j. in which both h~ and the Station Chief before Mr • ._ Hr • 

' . ' 

{. 

.: 

·Richardson, John Richardson, compiled immadiately after the coun 

took place in Saigon. 

lltl is going to limit his testimony principa.llv, since he 

has no personal knowledge of the Nashinqton scene, to paintin<J 

for thu Committee, if you will, a picture of the events that 

transpired from early May of lq63 on through the time of the 

coup, and he will then be prepared to answer any questions, 

much as we did with Mr. Colby this morning. 

Senator Tower. He wants to proceed in narrative form? 

Mr. Kirbow. Yes. 

Senator Tower. All right, we will proceed with Mr. Conein. 

('iher!!upon, at 2: :n o'clock p.m., the witness entered the 

he~trir.q room.) 
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Sena. tor Tower, 

13 

Mr. Conein, thank you for coming today. 

2 ilwe will be questioning you under oath today, so if you would 

ilrAise your right hand, do you solemnly swear that the testimonv ,, 
.. you are about to give before this Committee is the truth, the 

5 ·'whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

6 Mr. Conein. I do, sir. 

Senator Tower. Counsel will advise you ?n your rights. 

Hr. Kirbow. Please be seated. 

9 , Hr. Schwarz. l'lr. Conein, just a couple of procedural 

, I, 
l c.'· ma tt01r s • 

',' You are aware that you have th6 right to counsel? 

Mr. Conein. !Hqht. 

Mr. Schw4rz. And if at any time you want to stop and 

.~ obtain counsel in th<::: middle of these procee<linqs you have 

l: that right as well? 

' ' Mr. Con~in. Yes. 

~11'. Schwarz •. A· ~ of course you have all your constitutior.al 

rights including your rights under the F'ifth Amendment, you 

und~rstand tha~? 

Mr. Kirb6w will question you. 

Ser~ator TOiolcr. ~1r. 1\ir::,ow? 
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1 TESTIMONY OF LUCIEN E. CONEIN I 

i ,, 
2 ·: Mr. Kirbow. Mr. Conein, for the record would you please 

II ' ,;state your full name, your current ~>.ddress, and pre-.:;ent 
': 

., ·occupation? 

Mr. Conein. My nAme is Lucien E. Conain, C-o-n-e-i-n. 

E :I live at 1111 Ingleside-- I-n-g-1-e-s-i-d-e --Avenue, 

McLean, Virginia. 

I am employed by the Department of Justice nrug Enforcem.:~nt 

Administration. 

Mr. Kirbow. Thank vou. 

Mr. Cor.ein, would you b~ good enough to give the r.onMittee 

a brief syr.c?sis cf your background from th .. tinHJ you first 

bdcame ~ngaged in any government work, eith~r military or 

civilian? 

~lr. Cone in. I enliste<l in th~ Army in 1 t'J41, Septelnher of 

1941, and in 1943 I gradua•ed from OCS in Fort Benning, Georqia • 

~t that time, I had b~en asked to volunteer for the Office 

of Strategic Services, which I did, and was sent to Enoland ~or 

further training in the Sp~cial Operations F:xt~cutive, which wa~ 

Al• organization affiliated with th~ OSS un<'ler British Co!1'1r.'lanj. 

I was parachut.::1d !:ll:!hind ~he lines in Franc~ in 19<!4. In 

::l.,.c...mb.;r, 19~4 I returned to the United St.at.es and I wa~; sen+-

for trai:~ir.g :irc;paratory to qoinq to the China, nurma, Ir.dia 

th~dtrl:! which I did in 1~45. 

In March of 194~. the Prench garrison in French Indochina 
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1 : had b8en attacked by the Japanese and I was asked to parachute 

2 into the area to recuperate elements of the French forces, to 

•· .consolidate them, retrain them, go bac'k into Indochina and to 

·• form a base for operations in the northern oart of Indochina. 

5 This I din and latt"~r on 1 was in llano1 with the Viet Minh 

6 itook over in 1945, and I stayed until 1946 when I came back to 

7 ithe United States ann then I was sent to the ssu mission, which 

B was th4 predecessor of the CI~. tO Germany and I served in the 

9 . SSU, the CIC and the CIA. 

I left Germany in 1953, still in the military, where I 

1: becAme a dc:tsk chief at CIA, and in 1954 I was aske<i by ~lr. Helm!; 

if I would go bacJ.: t.o Vietnam, which I rHrl, under the command ::>1 

J. than-Colonel Edward G. Lansdale and I w~s assigned to ~orth 

l·~ Vietnam. 

1: I stayed there until the Viet Minh took over in October of 

,, 1954. I then went to Haiphong, and in 19~5 I came to Saigon 

, .. ar.d at that time, the operation was to establish a viable 

qovernmtont in Vietnam, th':! government of '!go Dien Diem. 

I remair.t::d until 1956 and in 19';6 I aske<l to he relieved 

from the CIA so I could return to the milit<~.ry servic~. I ha~ 

btH:n up to that. tim<::, approximately 13 years as a mili~..ary !llan 

with OSS, SSU, CIG and CIA. 

I left and I joined the Special Forces in the Army and I 

sarved from '56 to '59. In 1959 I was assigned to the Assistant 

· Chi.:f of Staff far Intelli'lence of the U.S. Army and WAS S'3nt tc 
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1 ,linn where I served tor two years • 

" 
2 I rlttired from the military in 1961 and returned to the 

C!.\ .. . 
Wl\:1 sent to Vistnam in 1961 and r remain ltd in Vietnam . 

~ until August of 1967. 

t I 18ft the CIA in 1968, July the 15th, r~tired from the 

6 iiCIA and military. I went in private business for a couple of 

7 iY•a.rs and in 1971 I worked as a consultant for the White Houle 
I 

~ 'for approximately four months, four or five months. 

~ I then was a consultant to the nureau of Narcotics and 

Dangt~rous Druqs of the Department of Justice and I joined the 

DEA in 1973 and I am prt:~sently working for the DEA. 

fir. Kirbow. Dirf:lctinq your attention th~n to that perio.i 

after you r~tarned to Vie~nam after 19&1 to th• period beqinnir.q 

in aarly 1963, would you relate to the Committee your experiences 

in connection with the build-up and th,. eventual r.eneral' s 

coup and the downfall of the Diem government? 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

In February of 1962, two Air Force pilots, Vietnamese Air 

Force pilots, attacked the Presidential Palace of Ngo Dien nie~. 

This was not the first indication that th~re was somethinq 

wrong, bt!causa if vou will recall in November of 1960 there was 

a;,other a tta:-:1pter1 conn. 

f1t that timt!, in Februarv, r was asked if I would go to t''"' 

different military l•aders which I knew and had known in the 

past to find out what was the oolitical pressure, what was the 
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l I ternpere.ture, WAS there really some dissidence within the mili 

?,. : ranks, was thsre ree.lly e basis for an uprising against Nqo Dion 
I ... 

,. I! Diem • 

I was unable at that time to determine this fact. There 

~ iwas isolated dissid6nce within the military structure. This was 

' 
6 !freported in Fubrue.ry or March in 1962. 

In th~ meantime, Mr. Colby had assigned me to work with the 

8 1 Minister of the Interior of the Goverr~ent of Vietne.m, and I 

; .:was responsible to be the liAison between the CIA and the 

.:. "f 

.. . ' 

Ministry of th~ Interior on a program, on e. project, which was 

call~ Strategic Hamlet Program. 

This was an idea forwarded by Ngo Dien Nhu, the President's 

brother a.~d couns~llor, to ustablish s~curity within th~ 

h~nlets and the villages wher~ people liv~l so that they could 

d~ny access of food, taxes and whe.t have you to the Vietcong. 

Ir. thi!'; position I was abl.:: to travel quite ext.ensivdv 

because I was under th~ auspices of the Ministry of the Tnte::icr 

and indirt;ctly I worked for tJ1e President • s brother who was i ;-, 

charg~ of th~ program and by travelling I was abl~ to qo to 

-:.v~ry province, I WdS able to talk to unit commanders down to 

ar.'J including snall sections. Some of theSd people I had •:r.:-•·t 

~. for many years: som~ of them I had known back even in Worlrl Iar 

II. Some of t!"lem wc:~re in ?owerful positions, and I was ab: ~ ~ 

talk to thee~ on a person to person basis, not as a qov-ern:"!';;~.· 

;· official. 
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I did wear A uniform though I was out of the Army when I 

llwas in that position because those militAry commanders who !<:new 

timu always assumed that I was in the Army And thAt I was still in 
II 

•i : tht~ Army. Therefore, it was much easier for me to travel in 

5 :iuniform and special arrangements were made for me to carry an 

6 liidentification card as being an active duty military officer. 

7 This was done with the permission of r.eneral Harkins, and 

o it was also known to General WestmorelAnd when General West-

9 moreland took over. 

In that period, I would say that the country team was 

' attemptinq to get organized so th9y could show that they were 

sp~aking with one head under Ambassador ~olting, and we had 

a committ.!e which th~ military and also ·z a.qencit!!l, includincr 

the CIA, w~re members, and it was called the Truebart Committe~ 

whtre w~ jointly made plans to help out the government of 

, .- :Vietnam in different prograJ:ls, whether they be military progra:~s 

or USAID type programs, self-help programs, also programs of 

which to arm th .. villagtsrs so they coulcl protect themselves. 

I'll:! di(~r.' t arn th.!ffi with modern weanons, we qavt:l them 

shot<]ums, , l~ ')auqe shotguns. There wer"' v11ry vfew modern 

weapons av.ilable for that type of activity. 

At the same time, we were interesteG in the Montaqnard 

Program and I <li.:l work with th'! '1onta'1na.rrls -- those are thl:: 

,., . 
L't 

hill trib~s in central Vietnam. 

\'ie did arm certein ~lemttnts of the '1ontagnards, and we rli 1 
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.: keep them up and organize them in paramilitary torces, ancS these j 

~~forces were ~ventually turned over completely to the U.S. 

II Army. 

About -- well, I can say definitely on 7 of May, 1963, 

t the Minist~r of Interior, myself and hiA entourage flew to 

6 1uue in central Vietnam. While in llue, it was on my aircraft that 
! 

I had assigned to me for that day -- while in Hue, they had a 

very large meeting of different military authorities an~ at that 

tim~ I did not realize wha~ was going on. 

1 . They had met with th~ Pr~sident's brother, N~o Dien Can, 

.iwho was considered the war lord, in a way, and some decisions 

w~re mad<!:, of which I was not. aware of. ''113 returnerl quite tat"' 

th~ night of th• 7th; thcYgh I wanted to stay, the ~inistry o' 

the Interior told mt!: it woulr1 ba iMpossible. I wan>::eil ~o see 

the celebration of the birthday of Buddha. I wanted to see 

the boats with the candles lit qoinq down the perfumed river, 

:but it was not to bd. 

Th~ next day th~re was an attack by the military forc~s o~ 

th~ Buddhists. Up to that time, the Buddhists, as an entity, 

was not a political force and never thou<tht of be ins, ann w!~l:'L 

th~ i!.ttack on th.; Buddhis+:.s c<"tme abont, this was, in mv est i,.,a ·· 

tion, one of the tnrning points in what was hap?Eming in Vi~~:·.,~,_ 

'; _ . It couln have been Sdlvaged, but this anain, I had 

with 'ho Dien ~hu on several occasions when they wer-e tryil:'l 
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., 
1 !;appease th~ situation. They were trying to meet some demands 

I 

2 of the Buddhist leaders. This, unfortunately, did not come 

'• 

6 

" ' 

."';. 

about. 

I cUd not travel too rouch during the latter part of Hay 

or June, and it was quite evident at tha~ time, to roe and to 

'ot~ur people who ware there that there was a strong &nti-American 

,f~eling, and also a restriction put on by the government of 

Vietnam about people associating wit.h 1\rnericans. 

Th~ only time that it broke down was on the 4th of July of 

1963 whtm the Ambassador Nolting threw a party for the Indepen-

dcsnce D11y and it see~nt:d like every mili':::ary leader and politi.cdl 

p .. rsonality was attenninq Am'!lric«n par.ti-=s that day, 

I received a message to meet with r.eneral Don, who 

was Commander of I ronPS at that tiroe, and it was in a public 

plac~. it was in the Carav~lle Hotdl rtownstairs wher~ th~y had 

sort of a big dining rooro, a niqhtclub, an~ I was present wirh 

G~neral Don and his entourage and everybo1v from the Di~ 

gov~rnment was in the sa~e place. The place was j~m packe~. 

It was at that tir.e on th1:1 4th of July thAt I had the 

first indication that sor.ethlnq serious was beinq ::cntemolate(' 

wh~n G~:~ueral ,on told me t~at if th~ Dujdhist situation does 

not get sattl~d that th~:~ military ar~:~ nlanninq. I reported 

this fact, an:l I bl:!li<:~ve it was arounil th<! 'lth or 9th of Tul v, 

th<1t mort: indications -- oa th<:~ 11th o!' July, Ngo Dien Nhu 

called th~S Generals toqether for a st.aff meeting at the General 
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' : 
~ 

~ jkn~ of some coup planninq·goinq on;by tbe GeDerala. . . 
0 

f This scared the Generals and other officers, needless to 

·• say, that Ngo Dien Nhu would be completely aware that there 

~ ·wtts some dissidence in the ranks. 

6 Nothing happened much before the 20th or 21st of August 

7 ·of 1961. At that time -- I have to go back a little bit. 

8 lie httd had bonzes ourning themselves, and we had had local 

·-
~· press rel~ases lll.4do by l1ada.m Nhu that sometimes were not too ,... 

...... wall received by the 1\morica.ns and also antaqoni:zed the 
• 
r: population. 

J 
j 
( 

• On th~ night of th~ 21st of August, r:eneral Ton Tb•t Dinh, • * 

("' 
as Nilitary r.ovo.rnor of Sai9on 4nd Commander of the 3rd Corps, 

c had established a curfew. If I recall correctly, the curfew 

(" was to start about 7:00 or e:OO o'clock at night. Anybody 
,:;:-

~·· seen after that time would be seen -- after that would be shot • ..... 
And that night, elements -- later on, we didn't know at that 

time, later on proving to be elsmenTs of the Special Forces, 

which was the prarltorian guard of Nqo Dien ~hu and the nolic~ 

dr~sst:td in military uniforms attacked the pagodas in Saigon. 

:-low whut was very bad about this, Ambassador Nolting ha'l 

alreiHly beo:~n reliuved and Ambassador Lodqe was on his way to 

tc:.Y.e ov~:~r. 1\nd Arnbassa.dor LOrl'Jt! arrived on the 2?nd or 23rd 

of Aurtust. I am not sure exectly of th~ date. 

And h .. found tha+: Saiqon was an arrn.,_1 camp. 
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Now, during this period of these attacks on the paqodaa, 

2 1jthere had been many contacts m&de by a lot of people to anybody 

'!who would 
II 

listen to them talking about doinq 11ornething about 

., ;doing away with the existing regime, I had talked with the 

t :,diff~ent gen~rals and on the one time in August-- I don't 
ji 

6 !!recall if it was the 23rd or 24th -- we received a cable which 
" 

7 iihas later been known as the famous Roger Hillsman cable, which 
i 

e :practically gave us the ~o ahead that this type of thing could 
! 

s; : not continue. 

Talking of type of thing, we're tal~ing about the present 

' ro:::<.J irnc continuing as it was. 

Th~ru w~s a lot of talk of coups. We had met with 

Generals on different occasions. I had met with them, other 

people had .s.lso. lie had met with Colonels and junior officers. 

'·And we anticipated that there would be somft type of action taker. 

·in the latter part of August. 

If you will recall, or those of you who don't know, it 

~borted at that time. It aborted because, one, they did not 

have necessary forces, I am talking about the coup plotters, 

did not have the necessary forces to comhat those loyal to th~ 

Diem goverrunent, namely elements of the :~arines, eleMents of 

thd Rangers, the Pr~sidential Guard, and other units, and 

.,specially th~ Special Forces, which were the best-armed trOC!'S 

availabl~. 

1\lso, they announced in the press that the CIA was payin · 
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il 
1 :1 off or was paying to have a coup • This was a very shrewd and 

2 
1jcalculating mov~ on any man on the quality of Ngo Dien Nhu 
It 
.Iwho was a shrewd politician and also a ~ster of psychologic<!l 

'• warfare. 

During the month of September, there was still more talk 

6 ~;of coups and at that time, the month of September, I had been 

7 ;!told by Ambassador Lodge that I was to monitor coup planning 
.! 

e only. I was not told to -- that I was to convey any messages. 

9 I had conveyed messages to Big Minh on two occasions, General 

Khi~ -- K-h-1-a-m on one occasion• I had met General 

Khi~ and llig ~inh on anoth~r occasion. 

On sev~ral occasions r had m6t General Don ann other 

military ldaders . 

In September, thti latter part of Saptemb~r, thera had heer. 

some r~assessment of wha~ had been goinq on. 

I will say this, that I worked for Ambassador ~odge. I 

raportdd to Ambassador Lodge and I received my instructions 

from l\mbassador Lodge. If they ware cabled instructions, ht~J han 

a vc.ry good habit o! not re-acting something. u., would fold a 

piec.: of paper and what poertaine1 to you for instructions he 

waul~ let you read ~hat, and that Alone so that you didn't 

.:. kno'N who was sending it or where it came fro:n. He just rea:1 

that, and he sai1 thos~ ar':! t~e instructions, do you un~~rsta11,1 

them? Yc.s, sir: all riqht, qo carry them out. 

In Octoher -- ! • m runninq ov~r these things in a hurry --
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l: in October, the first part of October, I think October the 

i!34d or 4th, I was asked to contact Biq Minh. I was by myself 

iand I contacted Big Minh at his headquarters. 

At that timd, Big Minh explained to mo that they had had, 

1that therQ was 90ing to be a coup d'etat, that they didn't want 

[this to be an American sponsored coup d'etat, they wanted to be 

7 !'assur~d of American backing, specifically in the part where it 

E :comes to military and economic aid after the coup had been 

9 . successful. 

l' Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, could I interrupt for just 

a second? 

Senator TOWdr. Senator Baker . 

s~nator Baker. It's a terribly fine point, and I don't 

mean to b~ critical, but could you elaborate a little bit on 

what you uncerstood him to mean when he said he did not want 

it to b~ an American-sponsored coup d'etat, but he wanted 

assurances in advance of Am~rican economic ar.d military support 

after a successful coup d'etat. 

Could you tell me how you make that distinction a littl~ 

:1r. Conein. Yes, sir. 

I had specific instructions from the l\mhassador, and dll 

th= instructior.s I received, Senator, before any maetinn, r 

was told exactly what I woul:l say, dnd if I recall at that 

timd, I was told to go ahean to the meetinq, and I hava it h~r~ 
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lin the paper -- and I hate to rifle throuqh paper, but I could 
.I 

ilanswer it if I could just --

' Now, what the General meant, he did not want Actual u.s. 

·• participation in the coup d'etat. He did not want the U.S. 

o government to sta.rt the coup d'etat. l!e also outlined three 
,, 

6 :Jgeneral id~11s, this was the !irst time that a leader had 

7 JJrnentioned the possibility of assassination. This assassinAtio: 
~ i 

8 tas not of Diem. This w~:~s -- if they coultl not do anything, i 

~ ,would be the elimination of Ngo Dien Can who was the war lord 

!.in central Vi.,tnam and N<JO Olen Nhu. 

1\t that time, r.e.\'l.eral 1-linh did say that one of the alter-

native means was to eliminate Can anrl t•hu and keep Diem. That 

was one of th~ alternatives. 

Sena.tor Baker. Did they a.sk you for any support in 

·.~liminating either o• th~se people? 

:1r. Conein. No, sir. I had never, and even riqht up 

··to tht: very end, I had never been asked for any resources 

whatsoever to h<:!lp or to aid in the elimination of any in1ivi:i 

Stmator 1'o· .. .,r. This was dev~loned in some cor.siderable 

detail by ~~. Colby this morning an~ you miqht b~ interestd~ 

in r~arting the transcrtpt. 

:tr. Kirbow. I think, having interrupted you, aoproor l.! ~ 

~1r. Conain, CO'Jld I ask you too, vou have placed, or penne'' 

a pa.p~r, nM1d 11 chronology of all of th., ~Vt'ints imln'adiatal·: 

~-' prdCec{Hng a.nrl after the cour d I <;!tat. 
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l Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. • h 
2 
: 2 Mr. Kirbow. oo you have a copy o! that there before you? 
i 
i Mr. Cone in. Yes, sir. a 

(.~ . Hr. Kirbow. And you havl! looked at the original, which 

5 ;I hold hera? 

6 M.r. Conein. Yes, I have it here. 

7 Mr. Kirbow. This has been ma.rked, Mr. Chairman, as 

e Con~in Exhibit No. 1 and I ask at this time that the entire 

-· 9 document, as best evidence of what transpired at the tima, be 

r 10 plAced in the record for future use by th<!l Committ~Se. 

--
}] Senator Tower. Nithout objection. 

c .. 
~ (The docurn~:~nt referred to was • ];· 

-=-· . 
e. " 0 marketl as Coneir. P.xhibit No . 1 • 1 : 

' for identification.) 1·; 
( 

c E 

~ lf: 

"" : , I 

;:; 
~ 

• 
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l !I Mr. Kirbow. Please go ahea~, Mr. Conein, with your 
!I 

2 /l summary. 

,, I! Mr. Conein. To anGwer your question on this 1 I have the 
li 

., 'jdocument. This is my after Action report thAt I wrote after 

!J :i the coup d' etll.t. 
I, 
:) 

6 l1 In this, it says: ~Big Minh did not expect U.S. gover~~ent 
I' 

7 ,,;support for himself or his colleagues for A coup d'etat but did 

b I need u.s. government ASsurances that ~.s. government would not 

~ !!attempt to thwart his plans. Minh stated the need for continu-

1'.1 liation of American military and economic aid At the present 

l' 
: leve:~l • . . 

"Minh outlined three plans under consideration by the r;en-

erals: to tlSsassintlte Ngo Dien Nhu and ~lqo Dien Can and to 

ke:~ep President Diem in office. Two, have the military uni~s 

go into dissidenoeagainst the qovernment of Vietnam, encircle 

and isolate Saigon. Three, direct militAry action against the 

· military units in Saigon." 

Mr. Kirbow. Thank you. 

Would you go ahead with your summary, please? 

Mr. Conein. Under ins".:.ructions of tl)e Ambassador, I 

accelertlted my contacts in monitorinq flue ar.d reported b<:t.ck 

dll tim~s ~xactly what th~ conversations were. Sometimes I h.vl 

as many as two or threl:l meetings. Primarily my meatinqs w~:re 

with Gt:meral Don, who was th~ organizer in his position of 

getting the commanciars of different ~ilitary units committed 
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1 I to the coup • 
: 

2 jj You must understand also, gentlemen, that there were not 

:~ lione coup plan. Thert• wttre several. The problem that was facing 

~ .:the poople who were making assessments of ~his was which one 

5 ihad tho most likely chance of succeeding? We were at the point 
i 

6 of no retur~. There was no chance of pulling back, because 

7 i\ there 
I 

was going to be a coup. The best thing to do was to 

8 :\monitor and ktttsp the u.s. govurnment advised of who the principal 

I· were and what their intentions were then and in v ;.Players the 
i, 

} · !:future. 

] : It was an impossible situation, and also during this time 

whtn it was getting down to the critical •lem~nt in October, they 

had to have assurar.ces, the Generals lutd to h4ve assurances, 

that was speaking for the .~bassador. S~veral attempts wert 

made to get these assurances, and it was pr4ctically impossibl~ 

because of security around the Generals, who were already 

suspect, it was almost impossible for anybody to approach th~ 

at a reception, although they had intended to do this. 

So it was arranged tha~ the Ambassador clid give the 

... proper ~ssurances thzt l we.s speal:ing for him and that I was 

acting upon his orders. 

~lr. Kirbow. Now that was done abou+:: the 17th of October~' 

~r. Conein. The 17th, 20th -- it was in the middle of 

Octob~r lt was assured tha~ I was speakinq for them, for the 

; • 1\mbassador, and that was carrying out his instructions. 
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Mr. Kirbow. Could I call your attention to an entry in 
,! 
!1 that document that we discussed of. 12 October where you '""''' 

'I' • ~on page S and ask you to elaborate for thti Committe~ about 
I 

:'this reference to Secretary McNamara? 

Mr. Conein. Yes. 

Here it says t:1at: · •captain ~guyen Quang Nquyen, Chief 

!iof Operations, Armor Command, stated he was contected by two ii 
I 

[!different coup groups during the week of 'i-12 Octoben the ucond 

II 
•· ·ooup . group was headed by Lt. Colonel Pham Nqoc Thao" 

jJ Pham Ngo Thao was a.n offict:Sr, <Sxtremely capable, extremely 

I 

l; 1 brilliant. Unfortunatbly, he was killed lntor, about a year 

) . <~ntl a half aft~r tht: coun. lie was workinq •>li th the Chief of 

the Secret Polict:, nr. ·'!'%an Khiem Tuyen, T u-y-e-n. nr. 

Tuyen was the head of tht! President Diem's s ... cret Police, the 

,: ·civilian part of the Secret Polic~, and had bt:en so since 

1955, but right at tht;t tim~!! of th..: coup d' ~tat, Nqo Diem ~lhu 

b~came highly suspicious ·of him and had appointed him as 

Consul G~neral in Cairo and therefore Dr. Tuyen's qroup, it 

was also an important grour, was left over to Colonel Tau, 

'· 

individuals \vho were also making thair Pl4ns l.Jased upon the 

dir<!Ction of nr. Tuve.n who <.~ntort\lna+-ely never (lOt +.::o Cairo, 

but he did get as far d.S Hong ':ong and stay'!rl ther~ . 

So th~re were ~ifferent el~mwnts con~acting +.:he same 

grouD. 
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It was absolutely necessary in the coup that the Armor was 

in. It was necessary that the Airborne was in. It was 

. 
c 
0 

f 
n~cdssary that the proper military units, it was also necessary 

. , that thd Air Fore~ was in • 

b Now, the opposition forces were th~ Pra~torian Guards, 

6 the Special Forces, and the Palace Guards, very well-equipped 

7 and extremely well-armed and they were in Saigon. This 

c was the danger, because to mak.e a confront-.ation directly in 

0 that city would have blown the hell out of the city the way 

('" these people shoot, I'm sorry to say. You have to have a truck 
.,. 

of ammunition for each rifle that they shoot. 
c ~ 

~ 

~ .. · 11r. Kirbow. During this period of October or about that 

• " .. tim~. w~r~ you aware of th~ requests that were heing ma~e on 
< 
J 

(' the Ambassador anu th~ Chief of Station to attempt to obtain 
r:. 

c 
detailed plans of the coup from 

~ 

'· Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

,..... 
Mr. Kirbow. \~ere you instructed to takt= care of that? 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

The r:qu.::st that had been mane -- I assum~d, I learne'l 

later on, I laarned la+:.er on tha': they wer~ beinq :nadt! by 

l~ashinqton, I learned that they were l".a1e by Nashinoton --

Wd.S to have comolc:te detail of th•.! military olan, th<; polit.ic,e: 

plan and their ideas for the futurt!. 

• \·lh~w I was tal king at meetings -- r.ow, I dirln' t go t:o 

mco~tinqs like here, gentlemen; I haJ to sneak aroun<l and m.;;-::r 
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1 a dentist's office and even had to have some work dona on 

2 teeth so that they could see that I had reason -- I mean, 

!that's an example. I had to sneak around, as I had a very hig~ 

., profile in Vietnam, sort of cover my tracks of why I was meeting 

~ and talking to these different individuals. 

6 And I was told to try to procure these plans. I was 

7 i'prornised these plans, and they had a coup committee, and I 

b learned aftarwards, I didn't know it at the time, that there 

was already dissidence within the coup group, the people who 

wer~ goinq to pull thd coup, ann one r.en~ral didn't like the 

other Gdn~ral. The best way I can descrihe it, if you had 

thra~ Vietnamese Generals sittinq an<i talking to you, one 

G~n~ral would walk out of tha room to go to thd john, two of 

thorn woulcl tell you, <\on't trust that one and finallv the on~ 

who would outwait the oth~r two and there would be one left, 

and he would say, don't trust those two. So it was a very 

difficult situation, gentlenen. It was not one of these thir.~s 

that you think just ran alonq Vdry smoothly. 

It looks good in a report, but the frustrations of tr:-•1::'' 

to get the man to give you the thinqs thilt he had promised 

you, to try to deal with different personalities throuah on~ 

~- man or two men, to get, was practically impossible. 

In th~ latter part o~ October, as I sav, I think that th~ 

r=ople back her~ in Washinqton fiqured out that I was b~ing 

set up for a p~tsy an<i th~re was a possihility that it woulct hP 
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I 
jhighly embarrassing for the United St4tes government in case 

1i that it was found out that I had been set up as a patsy. They 

:I 
1:mad~ a recommendation that somebody more senior to me and with 
I 

· ~xtensive military backgrounds should take over from me. 

Senator Baker. Well, Mr. ChairmAn, why -- maybe this was 

6 \!covered earlier -- but why did you say you wore being set 
,; 

7 j:up? 
l! 

8 ji Mr. Conein. llo, somebody back here. 

9 i Senator Schweiker. Why? 

1 11r. Cont:~in. Nhy? Because they couldn't understand why 

:; I was gdtting all of tht information. Obviously, if I'm gettino 

this information of wh~n we're goi~g to plan ~nd what is qoinq 

}; to ha;:.p.,n, what units are going to be, obviously somebody is 

1 '1 settin0 me up for a patsy and would blame th6 United St4tes 

government. 

;~ s~r~tor Baker. Who made that determination? 

Mr. Conein. The people back here thought I was being set 

up for a pdtsy, so they sent a message to th6 Ambassador and 

~ .' recommend ad that a v~;:ry capable officer and a personal fritoni.! 

:: of minto, r;~mtoral Dick Stillwell, woulrl take over instead of 

;: . ffib. !:l:.~t when this was brought up to Gtmeral Don ar.d the coup 

.:;;;. mdllbers, thllly said, no, we trust Conein, we don't 1.Jant a.nyho:'.·: 

else. So I continued. 

;;.; There was a plan to transfl!lr me at the last momtont. I 1d s~ 

2~ they had. I wouldn't be here to~av, there would be somebody 
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1 Senator Baker. I have a cabl• to Saigon from McGeorge 

2 Bundy to Lodge, I guess it is 24 October. It says: "Eyes 

only to r,odge and Harkins fro:n Bundy. Thero:~ may be danger. 

"'h~l att.:m~ptinn entrapnent throut')'h Don' s ap:>roaches to Cor.ein. 

o :!F~el quite strongly that Lodge and Harkins can stand back from 

;I 
6 !!any nonessential involvement. It seems wise to maintain close 

7 control over meetings between Don and Conein. • 

15 Is that the message that activated the disengagement? 

Hr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

Senator Schweiker. Nas the othflr tele'lU.!'!l we heard this 

1 : morning related to this at all, or was that a different tine 

sequence, wher~by we were warned that we wanted to have nothin~ 

to do with anything that smacked of assassination? 

Mr. Schwarz. That is right in the same time period. 

Senator Schweiker. Nas that part of th~ patsy concern? 

t~. Conein. Oh, you're talking about that, on the 5th o: 

October, sir, or on the 4th. Th~ra is one thing that you 

misunderstand. Thers miqht be a twenty-four hour clifferenc~ 

becaus~ \ie cross the: internation~l nattllin~. so I miqht say 

the 3rd ancl it would be the ~th. 

So::nator Schweiker. 'low rices that wire fit into what w~ 

:: ,' 
are talking about? 

Mr. Conein. All ri9ht, on th! 5th of nctober meetinq 

betweer. myscl ~ and Ger.c.ral ~ig •Hnh, Duonq Van Minh, at his 

h~adquarters, at this point, Minh stated, an1 I read this ove~. 
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1 and outlined three plans under consideration by the Genar•ls 

2 to asaassinate llgo Dian Nhu and Ngo Dien Can and to keep 

;. 1 Prosident Diem in office. 
! 

l<lhen ! reported this to the Ambassador, we had at that 

o ':time an Acting Chief of Station by the n4!Tie of He, 

6 .[on his own, tdlked to the AlnbAB!us.dor And lll4de a reference that 

7 ilwe should not-- I didn't know this, but that we should not 

h 
8 !'eliminate the possibility of the Assassination of Ngo Olen CAn 

,. ,, 
g >:and Ngo Dien Nhu, that this might preclude bloodshed in Saigon. 

F· lie was, if I recall properly, quite severely reprimanded 

1 : :·by then-Director .Tohn McCone. 

Senator Schweiker. Well, HcCone wireo 

;, S~nator TOWdr. That is what triqgered th~ Colby wire back 

~ 'I 
thdre, or McCone, which Colby actually sent. 

}:. Hr. Schwarz. 1\re you testifying now from your r~view of 

the documents, or from what you knew at the time? 

Hr. Conein. I am testifying from a revie'-1 of my after 

action report. 

~:r. Schwarz. Rut your after action rel')ort does not rne:nt icn 

the McCoud cabl!. 

'\r. Conein. !io. In my after action reoort there were a 

lot of thinns left out. It 1-1oul~ have to be a book, sir. 

Mr. Schwarz. At thd time, did you know of the I~Cone 

cable? 

Hr. Conein. did not know, sir. 
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Mr. Schwarz. The substance of it was not transmitted to 

either? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

Mr. Sch,~arz. So to make that perfectly clear on the 

:, ., rttcorcl --

6 Senator Schw$iker. The substance ot it was not? 

7 :! Mr. Conein. The substance of my stating the options, that 

kn.,w. 

Mr. Schwarz. You knew that had been communicated to us? 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

1 . Senator Schweiker. But you did· not know what option ha~ 

be~~:~n eliminated? 

H.r. Conain. tlo, sir. 

Mr. Schwarz. You were not tol~? 

Senator Schweiker. And yet you wer~ the key guy in the 

' . • t 
coup? 

Hr. Conein. I was not told at that point. I was told 

later on about assassinat.ions. I can't recall if it was arount" 

th.-. 2f)th of Octobt~r or when. 

:-· Mr. Schwarz. You w~re told by whom? 

Senator Schweik'!r. ~~hat by whom? 

::. •tr. Cone in. Dy Ambassador Lodqe that. we would not tol.::re ::;: 

or would not condon~ any assassir.a tio;~ . 

Scmator Schw~iker. ~ia!l that wit.hin th~ sa'lle timeframt!? 

11r. Conein. That was within a ~wo-wa~k ti:11eframe, yes, sir. 
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i 1 Senator Schweiker. And they were your instructions then? 

t ;:; 
0 .. 
z 2 Mr. Condin. Th.ay were my instructions then, sir. 
i 

,. Mr. Schwarz. How o:'lid he convey that to you? Did he do it 
f I 

., i by showing you a cable, or orally, or what fashion? 

!J .• ~1r. Conein. No, he told this to me on a subsequent meetir.a 

6 !!that I had with the Generals, sir. 
I. 

Mr. Schwarz. Did he instruct you to tell the Generals 

th~ United States .opposed assassination? 

Mr. Con~in. Yes, sir. 

Senator Schweiker. And did you? 

!"""' 
Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

J 

~ 

, 
• . :: Senator Schl~eiker. And what was their reaction to that? 

t J.. r-<.r. Cantlin. The r~:~action was just, okay. 
c: 
r: 1 .; We:' rt: not talking now about a businesslike way of doinq 

c:: 

c 

l!.J ilthings. All right, you don't want it liJ.:e that? Well, wt~'ll 

i' 
1, do it our own way anyway. They didn't say that, you know. 

-!: 
Senator Schweiker. That's what you qot? 

f"'... 

: ;~ Mr. Conein. They conveyed it, all right, you don't like it, 

c 
0 

f. Wt: wo&'t talk about it anymore. 

~ :·lr. Schw:1rz. ::Joes your after action report SAY that yotl 

?ass~l tha~ message oc to Rig ~inh? 
:~ 

dan't recall-- no, it ~oesn't. I thiGk 

i: . that -- all right, thd report I did not pass it to Biq Min~. 

I passed it to Oon. 

~!r. Schwdr?.. :Joes your a ft.er action report say that? 
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1 I! 

Mr • Cone ln. No, it does not. 

2 il Mr. Schwarz. Does your action report describe the meetinq 

!!which you had with Don in which you say that you did pass it 
:l 

.to him? 

r. Hr. Conein. It describes a meeting which I had with Don 

6 !!which I belhve was on the 24th in which this wAs brought up. 
il 

? 

8 

9 

1 

i It was in the airport at a: 00 o'clock in the morning which 
I! 
'I 
: confirmttd that General Harkins had bt!en informed -- hAd told 

II 
::Gemeral Don or told the Generals, I don't know which one he 
•I 

I; 
!;had told, that they \•ould not support the coup and Don told 

me that all plans were complete and had beun checked and 

r~chdci-" ed, a. nil it was at this point that. I said, you know, they 

don't go for this knocking off . 

Hr. Schwarz. liell, tht! action report has about twenty-five 

lines on that meetin~? 

ltr. Conein. No, sir, it has about fifteen. 

~lr. Schwarz. Page 7, ar9 we lookinq at the aame --

klr. COndin. lYe are looking now at paqe 6. It W4S 4t 

that poin~. 

:~ow the second ~~e~ting of that dey was when ! was pressiwl 

G~ndral Don, I was more int~r~sted in thd political plans than 

I was of th~ actual qoings on. Thi~ was a request that had 

been levi~d on me by l'le.shinqton, anc1 what I wanted to do more 

than anything •ls• is q~t befor• it hanpened wha~ thdir politica! 

plans were:. 
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1 
! 

I 
Mr. Kirbow. Hr. Conein, is there a.ny doubt in your mind 

2 I that you in some way, convey$d to either non or Big Minh the 

~~Amb4.ssador' s position regt~.rding t~.ssassination? 
Mr. Con~tin. Oh, I conveyed it to Don that they didn't qo 

t ,jfor it. That is all. 

6 r-tr. Schlfarz. Nhy didn't you put that in the action report 

7 

& 

\!which you made up in 1963? 

:I Mr, Cone in. 
li 

I never thought I'd come up here, sir, I'll 

Si 

1 ',' 

ljte.ll you truthfully. 

I• 
'!asked that sp~cific question, so there a.re some things left 

I never thought I'd come up here t~.nd be 

::out of my after action report, such as when we drank beer 

together or somethir.q like that. I left a few thinqs out • 

But this -- I never thought: I wo11ld he here answering that 

specific question. If 1 had known that then, I assure you it 

would have been in th~re in capital letters • 

Ser~tor Daker. Mr. Chairman, can I 4Sk one general ques-

tion? 

Senator Tower. Senator Baker. 

s~cator Rak~r. I apologize, I am sure that this must 

·have b!!ler. covered in pr~v ions testimony, but Mr. Conein, what 

did you conceiVb your job to be in Vietnam at this tim~? 

~lr. COn!:!in. ~-Y job was to convey tht! orders f.rom my 

1\.mbassador and th'l instructions from my i\mbassador t.o the 

peo~l~ WhQ w~re rlar.r.ing t~e COU~ to ~Onitor those indiVidualS 

.. who were plannin~ the coup, to gut as much information so that 
'"' 
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2 Senator Baker. Did you, in fact, agr•e not to thwart 

1 our government would not be caught with their pants down • 

. 
' 0 

f the coup and in fact to supply economic and military assistanc~ 

·· if tha coup succ.seded? 

5 Hr. Conein. Yes, sir, I did, 

6 Senator Huddleston. M4y I expand on that just a moment? 

7 Senator Tower. Senator Huddleston? 

e [I Senator Huddleston. Did you conceive your objective to 

t':' 'i 9 !,be to encourdge or promote th~ coup? 

il 
lC N.r. Conein. No, sir. 

'"';'" 

~ Senator Daker. Did you conceive it to be to promote a 
~ 

't':' ]: coup but to prtserve deniability? • • 
" • • 1: Mr. Con~in. No, sir. I did not see that I was to promot~ 

r: r 

c a coup. The coup was goinq to happen. 

c:. ] ~. Senator Huddleston. You were just an observer? 

..:..· 
· r M.r. Conein. I was an observer and I was a liaison between 

...... 
my government and th~ people who were plotting the coup. 

Senator !1ondale. Did you discuss the possibility of 

discouraging the coup? 

Senator Mo~ddle. Why? 

~tr. Conein. D~cause in th• monitoring of an incident, 

if you start ir. a n"'gativt:~ --I Jid not, for e-xample, encouracH: 

• th~m r.or dicl I discouraqt:! th~ in th~ sense of answering 

~,: 1 your question, sir. Out I uid not go in And say, oh, I think 
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1 ~this is bad, oh, I think this is awful on everything that they 

Z ljsaid, because I would then be cut off and be blinded. 

l1 Senator Hondale. I understand toat, but when you met wit_h 

them as you did --

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

6 Senator Mondale. -- when you assured them that were there 

7 a coup they woul~ be assured of support, were you not in fact 

& ;dncouraging the coup evan though you say you were neutral, but 

9 if you do it, thdse things will happen? 

Senator Schwaiker. Senator Mondale, you missed -- there 

was a wirt! this morning clearly establishing tha :>tate Oepart-

mt!nt passed on instructions to go ahead <lncl have a coup, i!!.nd 

that was tht~ ord~r of tha day. 

Senator Tov1~r. I think to clarify this --

Senator ~andale. Is tha~ the Hillsman --

Senator Schweiker. The Hyannis Port wire. 

Senator Mon~al~. May I look at that wire? 

St:mator Schweiker .. Ju:;t show it to Senator Mor.dala, that's 

all. 

Senator Tow.;r. l'ihat wa5 brought our this rnorr.inrr was thdt 

tht: CIA .!!.n·l no:.' took an official positiOI! in Op]JOSition to 

topple Diem, but the State De;Jartmen~. took a cont.rar;· vit~w t:hi:t 

.Jiem had to go and their function in carryinq out national 

pol icy vm s to i:~ forM thcr.\. 

Incidentally, Wd ha~ lifted PL 480, the 
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1 commercial import program to show our displeasure at the Diem 

2 qovdrnment. What they were doing was telling the plotters that 

1 if they were successful that this would be restored • 

Is this essentially correct, Mr. Conuin? 

Hr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

6 Sir,' when I did receive the information on the 24th or 26th, 

7 i! I forget the date, Auqu!'!t, which was th~:J famous Hillsman 

f Cdbl~, I conveyed the points of that message to the coup 

9 plott~rs. I did not take those back at all rlurinq any time. 

Sena<:.or Huddleston. One other question that Mr. Colby 

answsr~d this morning, but I'd like your opinion, if there ha~ 

bec:u; no intt~rt~st i:-. th"' Unit.ad States in deoosin<'l Dient, woulc 

there have bet!n a couo? 

Hr. Con.:in. Yes, sir. 

Senator !Iurldleston. You think they vi~::"!' goinq ah~~::!? 

Mr. Conein. I think th~re waul~ h~ve been, sir. The 

catalys~ that started that was what happened between the 

Buddhists --

Sdnator Schweikt~r. Who started th~ Dudrlhist thing? 

Which --

:-;r. Cone in. The Diem government. 

St:!n&tor Schwttiker. l\nri why, knowin<l what yo" assesse{l, 

which was thay were a GQUtral ~l~~sn~ and all of a sudden 

they're ar.tagcnistic politicall;•, ·.1':-!y clid l:ht:y rlo it? 

!·lr. Contt.in. This I nev.,r coulrl nn"erstan1l. I was up ";h~r-e 
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I 
l 1 the day before. Now you're asking for my opinion. • ;; 

I; 

0 .. . 2 My opinion was that they had a chance to get out of it . 
~ 

! !\And gdt out of it very grac~tully within the first two weeks e ,. 
f. 

,, '!after the 8th of May incident in Hue by meeting the demands of 

' 
5 ipaying off the families of those people who were killl:l1 \·:hen 

6 '\the military attacked th~:~ pagodas in Hue. If this would have 

7 lbeen done, I think that we would have been much better off. 

Again, this is my personal opinion. 
H 

"' 
-

I 

9 !, Senator Schwei ker. If I can interrupt for one more 

10 ijminute --.. 
c: 11 s~n4tor Huddldston. Go right ahead. 

~ 

~ 
, 
( . Ser.ator Schweiker. You said that' you thouqht this was a 

• • 
L', ·ikey, did I understand, sort of thd turnin<t point of the war? 

c: 
c Hr. Conein. ~·Ia, sir. This was the turnir.g point o! the 

c political situation, sir. 

..:-. Senator Schweiker. I see. 

" !-tr. Conein. Not the war. 

St!na1:or Schweiker. But it could have subsequently afft::cte:l 

the outcomt of the war by messing up the stability o~ the 

political ~stablishm.mt, is that riqht? 

Hr. Conein. Yas, sir. 

S~nator Schweiker. '!'hank you. 

i: 
St::nator !lucHlt:~ston. You mer.tionP-d that !-tadam ~hu had hH:t; 

• makinq 50:nt:: infla!':'!atory statemen ... s that wer~:~ unsettling to tha 

peoplt!. lvere you r~ferr ing to the people of Vietnam or the 
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1 lpeoplc of the United States? 

4 1 

,, 
" 

2 I recall some vury anti-Buddhist statements thAt she was 
I! 

~· making, something to the effect. why n~t let them burn 

·, thamselves up, or whatever? 

Mr. Conein. Yes. 

6 Sanator Huddleston. Very unsympathetic. 

? Mr. Conein. Very unsympathetic. This upsets -- the reasons 

b being, th~ Buddhists are not --

Senator Huddleston. Are you referring to the Vietnamese 

people? 

Hr. Conein. I am referrinq to the Vi~tnamese people. 

The ;:>eoPl!! th!!lllselvas, they claim to be flO p~rcent Buddhist. 

:<ih.!!. t happened, ptlopl e v:ho had never gone to a paqoda after 

she started making stataments to th~ effect that she'd like to 

furnish aome muatard at a bonzes barb~cue, or something to 

• that effect, this made people want. to idtmtify themselves 

against the regime and so they would go. 

Senator lluc:.ldl~ston. An<i this was th~ principal reason that 

th~ Unit-3d States ft!lt tha':. they had to get rin o: the reqi111e, 

or or.~ ot the reasons? 

!·!r. Cone in. Oh, I don't know what w-= were thinking bac!t: 

I was out. there. Out it was an intolerabl~ situation 

wh~r~ you had a President who h~d a Catholic regi~e and I 

happt!n to be Catholic myself, sir, but who were being oppressiv~ 

'against another r~ligious group in the middle of a war. 
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Senator Huddleston. And you think that was the catalyst 

: 2 th11.t got the coup started? 
~ . 
t 

i 

-· 
~ 

Mr. Conain. This Wli.S the action I think was the catalyst 

!that brought down the Diem regime. 

,, Mr. Kirbow. Mr. Conein, was it the general opinion amona 

li 
5 !: you and your a.ssocictes in the 1\gency ani! the State ~partment 

7 i 
officials there, the country t<!am, so to speak, that the true 

I 

I 
in the at that time the brother and his 5 ,. powdr government was 

I. 
I' . 

brothers and Dier:t? (' : Wl.fe, or the two not ·' ,, 

Mr. Conein. Nell, yes, sir. Hhat h<'~cl ha.pp.med was, it 

! was becoming obvious to those p~ople who were ke6Pinq abreast 

of tht:t situation, not only within the Stat"' nepartment, hut. 

also within USAID and JUSPO'~-l and othP.r qovt:!rnment ·l!!ntities 

out th~re that Di~ had been out of touch with reality and was 

not g~ttir.g the tru .. facts, that everyt.hinq was hein'1 cha.nnelerl 

' :r .through his brothbr Nhu. The control of the Republican 

Youths, which was bastod on the Hitlerian Youths, wit~ nice 

blue uniforns, Hadam Nhu was the Chief of the Nomar:'s Solidari'::v 

1-tovtlment, they had the Penale R<:lpubl ican Youths, t.h<!Y centro 11" ~ 

th~ civil quards, they controlled th~ praetorian quards, the 

Special Porces, they controlled a vast Secrat Police mechatais~ 

<1nd all of this, including the polic~. '"as a.ll under one man' 

contrcl. This was ~qo ~ien ~hu. 

I:: central Vi~t.nam, 'l(JO Dien Can, th~ broth:lr of >-Jao f'i<u: 

,., .;)i.:r.~, was the: actual war lord a1~d no'.:i1inq happenecl u::> there 
'' 
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l without his personal approval. 

2 So what you had, you hacl a Catholic regime superimposed 

, and running all of the political, economic and military entities 

· in th~ nation and then suppressing what, quote/unquote, was 

~ ,considered the majority religious group in the country. 

6 S~nator Schweiker. The Duddhieta? 

7 Mr. Conein. The Buddhists. 

Senator Tower. Weren't the Duddhists themselves fraction-

~ alized? 

1( t·lr. Conein. Sir? 

Senator TOW!:!r. l'lsren 't there two or three different 

principal st:cts of th~ Buddhists? 

J : l'lr. Cor.ein. Oh, t~ere wer.; many princ ipa.l sects of the 

Buddhist-s. Thl;lr~;: \~ere three or four c'li fferent sects, of 

cours'!. 

Senator Tower. Was this just one sect they wer~ dealinq 

with, or all of them? 

:·lr. Conein. Once this happened that th.are was an atta~k 

or; th~: pagodas in !tue and followed up by an attack in Au<?ust 

on th~ paqodas in Saigon, this consolidate~ all the factions 

of the Buddhists, so the.y b~came a political entity which thi:!y 

had never bel;ln before. 

Senator Baker. ~\r. Chairman, we have a votl! in !)rogr~:ss. 

s~nator ~o~dal•· Can I ask one question? 

Your background in ''ietnam went hack many years. You knek 
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1 ~~many of these later leaders, Generals, you were working with 

'much earlier in their careers. 
II 
,\ Hr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

Senator t·londa le. And you spoke Vietnamese? 

Mr. Con~in. I spoke it very badly, but I spoke it. 1 

II 

6 ,I spoke French fluently. 
•I 

Senator Mondale. But you were picked, I gather, for this 

b liaison work because of this unique, lonqstanding parsonal 

y relationship with thes• people. 

] Mr. Conein. I assume so. I hope thinqs work that way, 

j' 
· S~Snator. 

Senator Mondale. 'iall, that was the !<lea, and then you 

met with them frequently? 

:-ir. Con~in. 'tes, sir. 

Senator r1onclale. l\nd durino those occasion!'; when they 

were discussing their feelinqs about Diem and those around him 

and the n~ed for change, the cour and so on, did they brinq 

up assassinations as a possibility? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

Senator r-1or.<'lale. They never did that:? 

Nr. Cono;;in. 'l'he only time tha~ assassination was brought 

up was at the meeting I had with Dig Minh as one of the options 

S-:ena":or ~londale. ~·ias that the one Hh~re he was consiilerin" 

~~hu and som .. one else? 
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1 Mr. Conein. Yen. 

2 Sena~or Hondale. But not Diem? 

,. Mr. Conein. Not Diem, yes, sir. 

.. Senator Mondale. But they never once sugqested assassina-

5 tion of Diem while you ware there? 

6 Mr. Conein. No, sir, not at that time. 

? ' Senator Tower. Gentleman, why don't we suspend and all go 

8 !vote and come back? 
I 
i 

9 iJ (A brief recess was taken at 3:26 p.m.) 
1: 

.i' 

.. ' ·' . ' ' 

1.; 

., 
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Son~tor Tower. L•t me suggest to the committee that we 
,, 
i'[ e~llow f.tr. Cone in to proceed with his su!ll%Nlry and then, before 

;we ask questions, bec~use I think some of the questions might 

lbo in that summary and it might allow us to get through our 

'Jbusiness in a little more orderly fashion. 
d 
·! So if you would proceed, Mr. Conein. 

Mr. Conein. Thank you, sir. 

' 
In the latt~r part of October, sp~cifically the 28th of 

j! 
SJ :, Octobesr, I was informed by Gen•ral Don to convey to the 

;j 

, · 1!Ambassa.dor, Ambassador Lodge, that they were ready to have a 

coup and that On'.:!, that I \~as to stay hom"' and await !urther 

orders, that thes coup would be accornpliRh~:~d before the 2nd 

of Novo:Jrnber • 

At that. time, 1\rnbassador Loclge was r.>repar in<l to r<!lturn 

to the Unit-=!!d States for consult.::l.tion with the President of 

the united States. Anbassador Lortge made that known to me that 

·he was coming back to the United States. 

r.tneral Don requested that I conv~y to the Ambassador tha~ 

h~ do not chanq• his plans to l~av~ on th~ list of October to 

COr'lc back for COliSUltation to the Ur.it~d Statt~S b':lC<'lUSiil if ht 

did chan']"' his ?lan!l that this miqht b~ a. sign<1l to the PresL:.lt:ln': 

<J.r.d :-lhu that something was qoin9 on. 

I don't know why, but. th~ plans W':!re chanyed and 1\nmir • .d 

Fo::lt, CINCPAC Commander, came to Vh:tnam 4nrl landecl and h4c~ an 

int"'rvitfw with th,. Pr~siritmt: that morninq, th"' day that the CO'l:C 
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1 was going, or corning oft. 

2 The coup started I believe here on the 31st. It was the 

lst of November in Saigon. At approximately noon on the 

lst of November, I received an emissary t~lling me that I am to 

move. I was changing into uniform when the second emissary carne 

i 
iand said that I was to proceed immediately per previously 

'arranged plans to the. Joint General Staff Headquarters. 

~ I had at that time 4 military jeep, a Vietnamese driver, 

~ two radio sets, a bag, an extra-large briefcase, and I was 

1. armed with a .JB revolver. This was for my own personal 

protection bdcause it was a short-nosed revolver, and you 

couldn't hit dnything further ~han two feet away from you • 

My driv~r, who was a Vi~tnamese sergeant who had been 

detailed to rna by the military, was armo/! with a .~S. 

\~e proceed~d from my resiihmce and about l:OO o'clock in 

the afternoon and on the way to -- or the moment I got the 

siqnal that th~ coup was on, I qot onto my radio sets ann 

alert~ th~ Embassy through a voice code which I had an~ anoth~r 

voico:~ cod<~ which h.:J.tl been prearrant"Je-1, to ldt th'!m know I was 

sa f t:. 

I proc~eo<:led to the G~r. ... ral Stn.:f Haaclf]uarters, and ther.: 

was firir.ct 'JOing on betwebn th~ Special Forces unit that was 

righ': n~xt to the <':er.eral Staff lleed1uarters and some of the 

ele:'l<:~nts, t.hs: troop c:lements, at the Gomt:ral Sta~f Heacrruarter"'. 

I arriv~d at the General Staff Headquarters approximatel·· 
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3:30 in thu afternoon. The coup was then on. 

l\t ths General Staff Headquarters there wa!' r:enera.l Big 

Minh, General Little Hinh, General Don, C:eneral Khiem, General 

1 LeVan Kim, Colonel·~.-- well, a lot of military officers. 

:1 Host of them ware of th~ General Staff and no unit commanders 

!J th~solvus. 
Upon arrival I was with the Generals and they told me, 

Big Minh told me that they only had a couple of officers that 

':J th<:~y wert! in doubt of who had no~ com:nitted themselves yet, hu~ 
q 

thilt it was in proqress. Th~:~y started th1:1 attack ar.d it kep ... 

on goinq about ~:no o'clock in th• afturnoon --I have it her~ 

in ny nct~s. but I'm trying to r•call it without referrlnq to 

my not~:~s --our first call carne in, maybe 1:nn or 4:0n o'cloc~ 

;.; in tha a.ft..:rr:.oon, when thHY Ci.t.ll~ Prasid~:~nt Diem anc1 asked 

hir:t to surrer.dc:r and if he woulJ surrend~r that they would qive 

r him sanctuary and allow him to escapo:~ from the country. 

This was refused. 

About th~ same tim<:! or 1!. little afterwards, thert: was the 

was ir. ~cth rddio an:! tel~phonic contact ''lith tht: E:mbassy cu~d 

ke:tping th<=.:n rostt:J of ~~e nnits, t.hc n~rsonalities etn<i wha+-

Wd.S transpiring. I was to convey, one: of tha first messaqes 

was tc ccnvey was th~t thsy cti3 not want any u.s. military 

offic!::r c:: c.dvisor wit'1 a •. y of the attackir.q units . They d i l 

• ~at want a1:y !\Mer lean oar tic ipa tion '"i thin the coup. 
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They autom4tic&lly closed down the airport aa they always 

in a coup and proce~ded to attack the Central Police . 
' f : llead<~uarter s, ta!<:s ov~r the radio station, and get into the 

PT~ which controll$d th~ communications. 

5 This was vury unfortunate, because when they did this --

6 prior to the coup they had taken out the, I don't know, the 

7 t~lophone termin4ls and in th~ process, instead of leaving mv 

c talephor.~ into my home opan they had disconnected it. They 

l ·. 
~ would only leave th~ Embassy lines oren so therefore I was not 

warn~u until practically the last minute to proceed. Th~y had 

(" het::n trying to get ahold of me since .about ar. hour before they 
.. 

<r"' 
, 
• . finally got in cont~ct with m~ • • a • And tht: coup, differE:r.t units or different t::l.sm.mts, had 

c 

' 
committl:ld th..mselVt!S and had progressed. liP. w-.re not sure t.i1l 

c: about 1:00 o'clock th~ followi~g morning tha~ the coup had 

..: 
bc:::eJi successful. At that time, it became '1Uite obvious. Thert: 

~ 

had been three or four communications between President Diem, 

:~go Di~~on ~<hu, with tht General Officers, each time Diem refus~d 

to sp~ak to ~ig Minh • 

.'\nd on several occasiot~s I woul-4 wa.r:-1 th~ r:mbassy tha ~ 

cert~i~ shallinqs were goinq to take place, or bombinas by 

aircraft was qoinq to take place at a cer':..air. time, t.o <llt5rt. 

Americat~ ~ersonndl who r.1ight he livinq around th~: area to w11tc': 

• ccr:atc.r of t:-:o:: city. 
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1 We had no American casualty, wounded or killed, during this r 
I 

2 coup. I am talking from the American side, now. The Vietnamese ' 

} ,'· suffered about 100 dead. 

' At about 6:00 o'clock: the following morning -- this is th"' ,, 

'I 

6 :!part whure it gets to the ·point where what we are discussinq is 
p 

6 !;most 
" 

important -- about 6:00 o'clock in the morning just as dawn 

? ijwas coming up, all of the officers that were in tho coup and so~d 
,, 
'I 

b \!hangers on who, I don't know how they got there, they were all 

9 !\standing out, including myself, we were standing out on th~ oatio 

\i 
li• '1of the Joint General Staff Headquarters. At that time, there 

;. :had bedn sam~ discussion going on among thd Generals and 

Colonels who w~rb there about what th~y wur~ qoinq ~o do now. 

'·, I only heard of one officer who was quite adamant about 

1 .; the elimination of President Diem at that time. This officer, 

1:. who is now dead, a General by the name of Le, L-9, who was a 

J former Chilo~ of Police under Diem in 1955 or • 56. He was for 

'' < .. 

the killing of Diem. 

At about fi•4" or 6:30 or fi:40, a t~leohon~ call came in 

from Dl.~m. (.Ye still Assumed that fli~m was at l..:~oilonq ?alaco:: 

G-a-i-1-o-n-g. And it was at this point thet Oi~m talked tc 

Big ~inh for th~ !irst tim~. 

H-.:e asked for full honors if -- he W<\nt<:ld to capitulate, 

but he wanted to ~ove ~ull honors. Biq ~inh renli~d to '::he 

Pr~sl.do::nt that he cnuld not auarantae full honors, if and 
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1 1. Diem, something to the effect, aaid that he would order 

I. 
2 :icoase fire at the Palace. My recollection is it was about 10 

il 
~minutus to 7:01, maybe 10 minut.s to 3:00. Now I had been up 

all night lor.g, l had been working with this for a long time, 

so I can't say the tim~ exactly, but it w~s around that time. 

Th~r~ w~s a ceas~ fir~ and the people quit firing. At this 

stag~, there were four armored cars and ll3's ar escort of 

military police proceeded immediately from the Joint r.eneral 

Staff H~adquarters towar~ Gailong Palace. Rig Minh, with his 

aido, Captain Nhung, got into a sedan and with MTS Corps went 

out the hack road from the Gen~ral Staff llead!luarters towari! 

the back of ~h~ golf coursd an~ toot a differ~nt road from the 

armor~d c..1rs that went down Conq r.e. 

Tht: ar..,ored column was commanded by a '·Ia ir">r Ran'} -- R-A-r-

g -- who had been a former Province Chh:f at 04 Lac Provine!:!. 

Thdy proc~eddd to the Palace an~ thdy started searchina 

thl:! plac.,. About An hour la .. er -- a.nd t!"lis is the part that is 

important -- when ~ig Minh left, Go:=ndral ~oc an~ ~~neral ~hie~ 

<111d L .. V<~.r. i<i;, w~r~ still at th~ r:ancral ~tzff Ht!!acquart~rs; s •.. 

was T. A+- this noint, they procec~de<1 to tal-:~ tho:= pic':ure!"l 0' 

:J.l.,.rn dow!':, ccv~r the statue ~ .. ~.:!~ was out lr: front of th~ '~.:.·."' r .. 

Stc>.:f liead']'.lart:rs and t.'lo:!y took all tele::>!":on-:! lin-a!! out an:' 
/ .. 

rc:vcrt:cd tc radio communication, and I VO:!l d like to out on~ 

thing i:;tc. olacc. '1<:~twecn t~t: telephone call at li:l'l or (,:2" 

in the morninq a~d the se~~nri tele~lhone call ~hich CA~~ dt l~ 
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/minutes to 7:00 from Diem, I was asked by Big Minh and Don to 

!/get an aircratt. I called the F:mbtlssy I still had telephone 

!I communication I c!llled the Embassy and spoke to Mr.~ 
'I 
;:~ho was then Acting Chiuf of Station and who had been up 

J all night Also. And I told them that it looked like Diem and 

ii 
J! Nhu W~Sre going to surrender and that I need•d an aircraft. 

li I was reminded that th~ Unit.ed States government had no 

;; int~ntion of immediately reco9ni7.ing the new regime, or the 
il 
1 

junta; secondly, that Pr~sident Diem would be taken to the 

first country that offerud him asvlurn; thirdly, that they did 

l: not want th~ aircrtlft to land in a country other than th~ 

country tha':. . ...,as going to qive asvlurn. ror ~txample, and I a:"! 

just settinq this as an ~xamnle, assum~ that rrance was th~ 

first cour.try to grant Pr .. sid.,at nt.._,m asvl•Jm. '!'hey di<l not war.• 

an aircraft tha~ would have to land, say in D~lhi, or Carachl 

or Teiran or anyplace else where Diem would qet out and start 

forming a govert~ent in exil~. 

S~nator Baker. Was th&ro any airplane that woul~ fly ~ha~ 

far? 

~r. Con~in. Y~s, sir. We ha~ C-lln's. They caul~ not 
•·. 

fly that ~ar. Ne had f:C-1 JS's, and I "'as t.olri tha': thev cou: 

net y .. t ar. aircraft for tw~r.t:y-four hours, ':horefore it was u11. 

aud the llt"U"st I<:C-13'> WdS in r.uam, o.nc! th'!!.y coulrl not 'lt:t <>r. 

aircraf~ for ~w~nty-fcur ~~urs. 

! inform.,J both (;,m!!!ral '1inh and r~enera l flon ~-hA': ! ::oul ·' 
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1 not get an aircraft for twont.y-four hour,., and -- so when Big 

2 Minh had qon~, General Don was praparinq for the reception of 

th~ President and his brothdr. We start~d -- I wasn't doinq i~. 

., ~but w~ got troops in and we claanad up tha whole area, policed 

b it out a11d brought in a large table with green felt on it and 
j: 

6 1!they were preparing to call in the Press so that they would have 

? ~~coverag~ of Diem resigning. 

8 ,j Vic~ President Tho -- T-h-o -- was to be the new Premier 
'I I 

9 !I of the governm~:nt and he was to accept the resiqna tion and h~:: 

1 ;·, !i woul'1 then b.,com.: the head of the qovernmen t. 

l • 
·" 

l( 

Th~ thing, thd most i~portant fact that thsv were afraid 

of was that t.ht:'/ ;mulr1 no+: be accepted to other '10vernJ!'tent.~, 

woulrl not: b<:J r"!coqnized, so thev want.erl a l~qal trAnsition . 

Also, they prepared to house both Di~m and ~hu in the r.endral 

Staff HeCLdqua.rters unr:ler prop .. r security. That was the ,.;av i .. 

was at tht: tim.:: I departed, when they said -- General Don told 

me they were brir.qi::.<J in the Pr~ss and I saw movie cameras an'1 

~vcry~hina coming in, and r sai~ this is the time for me to oe~ 

out, awi I w.::ut hone. 

w<:r.f: to the 

r·:mbass: and l w.:.s ir.~orm~:d t!1dt t ha1 to f incl DieM. 
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1 there about 10:15, 10t30 in the morning. In the meantime, 

2 ::they had moved the group from the r.eneral Staff Headquarters to 

~th~ offic~ U?Stairs and the Offic~r's Club at the General Staff 

Haadguartars which was right off of th~ entrance to tha General 

5 Staff H~adquart~rs. 

6 The Ministers of the former ~ov~rnment were all, except 

" one, present and had turned over to the junta, and they were ir. 

b the proc~ss of being talked to and the qu~stioninq th~ and wha~ 

:. h~ve you. I walked in and I saw r.endral Bi~ Minh -- I saw all 

the Gu~~rals, eVdrybody elsa, but I saw G•neral Riq Minh's ai1. 

bucausw General Diq Minh and Le Van ~im were talkinq to Minis-

t~rs, to form~r ,.,inist.ers of th.:: qovernment . 

I told th<: aide that I wantei to talk to ~iq ~inh and h~ 

said, what it is about, and I said I wanted to know where oi~~ 

was. Big ''linh came over and I .::xpla ined to him that it was 

i~portant to the Unit~d =.tates qovernm~nt to know the locatio~ 

of President fliem. Big 1·1inh told me they conrnitted suicicle. 

I look¥1 at him, an.; I saiil, wh'!re. 'hl said they wert! i:: 

th" C<tt.holic Church 4t Cho Lonq, anrl they commi+.:t;;:r suicirle. 

r !:!'link I lost mv cool at tha• ooi:.t, becaus~ r thin¥ r 

t..wlJ l>iCJ :1iah, look, vou'r~ a "'.lddhist, I'm a Catholic. : r 

comml.ttt:~<..l suicidt: at tha+. church .ar.-1 thr; pri"'st holds ~l<lsS 

toniqht, that story won't holrl water. I said, wh~re ar• th.,·· 

;:e said thtv are at tht!. r.eneral St.aff Headquarters, ~f:!r,·r. 

the r;er.eral Staff Hea-1'1uart«!rs, :!Vl T w..,nt to see them. !\r~: 
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1 llsaid no. Hd said, why not? And I said, wall, it by chance one 
II ,, 

2 j!of a million of the people bali•va you that they committed 

_., !I suicide in Church and I see that they h<tva not committed suicide 

~ and I know differently, ~hen if it ever leaks out, I am in 

5 -.trouble. I refus~d to be a witness to it. 

6 They had butm killed. 

? I r~turned to the F.mbassy and so reported and a message 

5 was s~nt back to Washington immediately that they were dead, 

Sf that they woare at the General Staff lleadquarters. 

Mr. Kirbow. excuse me, Mr. Conein. Did you report that 

th.;,y had commit.t~d suicide as they had tolri vou at the Embassy 

or did you re~ort what you actually knew? 

Mr. Conain. I reported exactly was I said, that ·r was 

told that th~y committed suicide but I refused to witness how 

thoy had .died, because I didn't want to qet mvsclf involved 

in their death, period. 

Ser.ator Baker. rtr. Chairman, I'm not quit01 sure how vou 

can confirm or 1eny how they could hav~ committ~l suicide in 

quarter~? 

~lr. Con.:ir:. Nell accorclinq to tho:~ criqin41 st.ory t:hllt • •,.,. ... 

gav~ out thdt they both co~nittad suicid~ in the church --

S~;nator llak'::r. How could yo11 hav~ tolrl cr not tol•l b;• 

lool;in<J at th-:!C bodies? What r:liffert!nc~ would it have !"i4de? 

~r. Con~in. I ~now the Vi~tnamase well enouqh, S•nator, 
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!I 

thoy leave a lot of marks on people. 

2 ji s~nator Baker. So you don't have any doubt in your mind? 

Hr. Con~in. Oh, no, sir. 

ttr. Kirbow. Did you later see thu pictures of the body? 

Mr. Conein. I saw th" pictures in, I think., a few clays 

6 a ftc~rwards. I saw the picturtss of it and then there were the. 

7 .; picturess of it bt!infl handt!d around. 

Senator Hondale. Oi~ they tell you that they had taken 

9 ·;poison? 

<. 
'. 

Nr. Con'!in. Well, no, t.h~y iust told me that they had 

committo::d suicirle. I didn't W4nt to d~lvt~ ir.tc it. 

'lr. Kirbow. l1ould you tell t;j,.,, comnitt.e~e th~ n11tur~ o~ th'! 

Mr. Conein. Oh, yt:l.s. ni~m had been shot and h-= had "' 

bloody face and his head was turn'!d over to one side ar.d it wds 

obvious that his hd11ds had been tied btohinrl his back. 

Ngo Diem rlhu harl multiple wounds and also vou could tell 

that h .. had been stabbed :nany tines, besirles hein"' shot. You 

coulJ t~ll, anJ by thd running of the blood. 

\lr. Ki rbow. '1id yon la>:tlr ief'.tor'nine in some manner to yc• :r-

~we knQ'-'lbdg~ how th~ dtlath~ actudtly occurr~d? 

Mr. Con~in. Yes, sir. 

:~r. ~irbow. Would you tell the Com:nittee? 

~r. C~n~in. This is so~~thinq 1 swore I would never t~l'. 
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1 ;(make conf•ssions at the ch~ch, ~ey werou·oi:··. telap:~:e line I 
'' I 

2 ;;which they could contact, through the Palac• switchboard, so it ' 
I 
1; would 
! 

dppear that th~y were still in the r4lace and someone, I 

don't know who, report~d wher~ they w~re. 

S~nator Tower. So they were actually in the church at 
.i 

6 ;; Cho Long? 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, they Wl#re in the church. As you 

~ go in -- you tlon' t know it, but Ngo Dien Nhu was 11 chain smoker, 

f1 ·;continuously smoking, and he was out in the yard, thct little 
!I 
'I courtydrd th-ay have around the church, and h'.! was walkinq around 

-:and h~ and his brother wtere walking back and forth, they hac' 

or.<! aida with tht!Jn. 

Mr. Schwar~. ~ot in custody of the ~~narals? 

Mr. Conein. Not in touch with th~ G~n~rals, but somebo~y 

reported it. 

First of all, you must understand -- now this is specula-

tiou on my part now; I'm not sayinq how it happenctd, b'3caust~ ! 

don't know how this part hdppctned in fact, but they ha~ so ~an~ 

?ictur~s of Di~m hunq up on public buildinqs and in every or·~~= 

an,J his pictur~: was all over, like Ho Chi Minh's ;;icture was 

<~.11 over 3ai<jon now, i~ vias all ov.;r, so there~orc, h'.:! was ·J•~: 

v .. ry rli f f ic·ll t for <UJy!)ody to spot him and mak!:! a report. 

r; .:ncr a 1 r~a i lluu :\uan and then-Colonel, 1 a ter "en~ra 1 , 

Duong 'lqoc Lam took off with ar:n.ored cars an'l ·.~.,r.t. to *:.he ~h·:· 
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! 1 !: There • .. li " .. " : 2 i what 
! I 

is a little bit of difference of opinion as to exactly 

hAppened, AS exActly whAt hAppened At the church. 
. 
< 
0 

f 
MAi Huu XuAn reported to the Prasidttnt, saluted And told 

him to Qet into the armor~~ r.ar. ~tqo nten Nh\1 orotested And 

t ;asked for a sedan, and this led to An arqumant. Anyway, they 
,; 

6 ;[wbre shoved into the armored car and were told by the commander 

7 ,of the column, who was Colonel Lam, that they had to use the 

t ,drmored car for th&ir physical protection. 

' s~ator Tower. Was that Colon~l Lam, was he later !CORPS 

- 'Com:nand.sr? . 
c. ~lr. Conein. No, sir, this wa.s a rHf!.,rent !.Am. Ouonq 

~' "' , 
• . Ngoc Lam was a fat little quy who wore a r:1oust.achtt who URerl 

' 
c 

i to co=and thd civil quar·~. la+::er beca.ne A r,,meral, yes, !'lir, 

c but he wds r.ot th':l ICOP.PS commanner. '!e's dlso dead now. 

... _ 
Anyway, they wen;~ comi.nq hack \'l'i th the~ column, who were 

.... :· 
in radio communicat.ions with Oiq Hinh and his F.lntouraqe and 

1'-. 
when the~y fou~d out, who;u, Big ~inh found o•lt that they were 

prison.eors, h1:1 gave an order '.::o his aide, Captain Nhunq, and 

Captain 'lh•JJ~g kill<:~d the.'ll, ln tho! arnort.d car. The bodi1:1s •.•er-, 

ta.b:r. dirc::ctly to the r.er.eri!.l Staf:C 'lee.~rmarters and la+-er on 

!!=;;;dquart.::rs to Clinique St. Pc.ul. 

Sc;~nator Tow::~r. \·i~rt:: t'ley kill,::d right a"ter th<~y wen, p'lt 

• into the armored car? 

Mr. Conain. ~o. ~hev wer~ killed on th~ way back, when 
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1 lB. 
:1 l.g Minh's group, with his aide, crossed the column, h&lte4 it, 

~ il""d 
., 

Captain Nhung stepped into it and killed them. 

~~ow other people who were in the armored car, I assume -- ! 

~do not k~ow who did ~~e st~hbfnq wounds or anything else. I do 
i 

b 
1
! know the two wure killed by Ce.ptain Nhun'J. 

6 \ve k.ndw this within a matter of hours, exe.ctly whe.t 

? 1j h.appotned, dnd I rc.ported it and it was reported back here at 
1: 

B Hcttldquartcrs exactly what happened. 

I 
9 That is the story, sir. 

Sanator Huddleston. Oo you know thdt "lig 1Unh qavs t'JE:r 

ord~r that they bd kille~? 

:-lr. Con .. in. I have it on very goo~l 11.uthority of very 

:: many p.,opl~: thdt. niq Minh gave the ord~::~r, not only of-- oue 

thir.q I can sdy, 5dr.<:~or, is that I kept contA.ct with the iur.•,;. 

until th~ day that the United Stat.=s officially recognize-1 th":! 

South Vietl,amese government. Theru were several countries that 

rdcogni~ed, and I was acting as the liaison officer for the 

Ambassador to th.: junta durincr this period of "pproximately te:; 

da}'S or two Wccd\S. 

S<=11..: tor l!udd leston. Is it true thdt Bin ~inh and th~ 

comd to th<: Palac~, at w~ich time Pr•sid~nt ni~m would surre~ 

Senator 'lu,.ldl<!ston. They di<'ln't. qo t.o the Palace exp~::c•.~. 
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Und'hia7 

Mr~ Conein. Yea, Big Minh went by himself. He had Phen 

Tau who knew the Palace the best, Major Bang B-a-n-g 

· who was in th~ armored column. I can say that about an hour 

5 :after thay left, Major Bang came back and I asked Major Bang, 

6 .,whom I had known up in Hanoi back in 1945, I asked him, I said, 

7 jwhat w~:~re your orders? 
;I And he said, th~ orders goinq throuqh 

! 
b tho Palace was thdt we '"ere not to fire unless we were fired 

:i 
9 : upon. And I said, w~ll, did you finn them? 1\nd he S4id, no 

L 

l ·:wo didn't find tham yet. They had not known at that time wher~ 

they w"r~. 

Senator Huddleston. They eXPtiCterl him to be at th'5 !'alae~:' 

:·lr. Conein. They expected him to be at the Palace. F:vt:r'l-

body assun11~d, including mys~:~lf, thAt thcty ~ere 4t th~ PA14c~. 

Senator Huddleston. Is it your judqment that at that tLn~ 

that they had expect~ to take them peacefully? 

~r. Conein. Yes, sir. 

s,mator Huddleston. .1\nd to s~t.nd the.."ll out of the cour.trv-: 

!>lr. Conein. \'ihat was qoinq to t.ranspira was that tht!V •:o:.~'! 

yoi:-.<1 to tlike them peacefully. :Jig ~Hnh hir.~self, as the leo!''·,~ 

of th<:! j.untd, was to tal:;o escort_ t.!'lem bacl.: to the t;enaral 

::itaf f !l~ctdqurters where they would hav~ th~ qreen table :.t.c1 

Presido::nt Diem was to sign over 00wer to the Vic~ PresiJ~r:t. 

Tht!y were goir.q to be heln until I coulil qet tha aircra~t. <~.n I .. , 
thtn they "ero! go in(! to be flown out of the country, becaust! 

... 
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l I 
!immediately after the signing tha.t Diem would get through the 

11 
2 i! Cclremony of turning OVt!I" th" powers to the Vice President, Tho, 

i· 
1: he would ask for asylum c.nr1 this would be broadcast. 

St:snator lluddlt:ston. Then what reason do you believe that 

b Diem lotft the. Palace? Nas it to go to tha church, or was he 

6 ;: really attempting to slip --

Mr. Conein. 'lo, sir, we dirtn't find this out until 

~·· dft.,rwards, becaustl it was very bAffling. I don't' know how 

\t they got out. Everybody talked About secret tunnels; thare 

l · wer~ sacret tunn~ls. Th~re was a passaqe, because the Gailonq 

1: Palaeo -- now you h<iVto to under-stAnd that the Doc Lap Palace, 

D-o-c L-a-p, was thd Pr~sid~ntial Palace hefore th~ n~::w on& w~s 

mad.:, that belongt!d to th" Emparor Bao Ddi. The ac.1ministrat.i•:., 

t:ht: French Govc:rnor r;eneral 's palace was in <-;ailong Pala.ce. 

When tht:: Palace was bomberl in February of 'fi/ by the two 

Vi'::ltnam~:~se Air Fore~ pilots, they moved out of that Palace ar.·' 

took over the nailona Palac~. 

The Gailong Palace was right behinrl the Saigon City Hall, 

Hell, he tween the ~over:-.;ot" ~~~n~ral' s Pa lacc, which was th':! 

Wht~t. thc:y had ·.,as a passage un-l.:!rnea.th, inat likt:: you have !-:~:::-,;, 

so that Sttrvants won't have to go out in thco :1ot noonday sur. 

ar.J get. a p.:1p~r siqned, they could qo underneath. 

;,nd wha':: Pr~siJent Dit:m anu :--lhu and his aide did was to .. 
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l 'down through that, walk 

2 llan automobile and drovo 

,'- !I Scmator Huddleston • 

out in front of the City Hall, got into 

on up to Mal Tuyen'a house in Choldlon. 

What I'm trying to determine was what 

th~ir motive was? Were they in fact trying to evade being 

: appr..,h.mded, or .were they going to church? 

Mr. Conein. Sir, there are a lot of things not•in thi• report 

.;one of the:n is the Operation Bravo, and I hate to qet into this 

'! 
h 'thing, Bravo I and Bravo II. 

I 
i ~ 

S.:nator Huddleston. All I want to know is were they tryinr. 

'to avoid 

Mr. Con~in. No, sir, because first of all, th'!!y thouqht, 

when th~ coup start~, th~t it was thtlir coup. 

Senator lluddlo:ston. l~ell, according to other 

information --

Sunator Schweik.er. Wait a minute. You lost me. 

Senator Huddleston. According to other information 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

Senator Huddleston. -- they hac! made an arrangement with 

Big ~inh that thdV would be at th• PalAce at a c~rtain time, 

ar.<l that !liq ~1inh should com~ and take them an~ thd t they woul ~ 

p~accfully surrend~r and that they waul~ bd qiven oassa~e out 

of tha ~ountry. 

'<ow as I unddrstand i~ .• !He: Minh a1v: the r.olu:nn +-hat. vot; 

talk dbOut, the 11rmored cars, wen'.: to th., P.slac'! with that 

•. assumption th~y w~r~ going to be there. 
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1 Mr. Conein. Yes, sir 
,! 

?. ~~ Senator Huddleston. 

: J there. 

When they arrived, they were not 

6 

? 

;I 
Mr. Conein. That's right, sir. 

Senator Huddleston. They did not know where they were? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

s~nator Huddleston. The conclusion I draw is that this 
i 
I ;Jwas a br~ach of faith, and that lt.an<Je:red t.he Gene:rala, ·And 

9 ,,because of that, wht>n they did find the.."'l, they killed them. 
!I 
q 
·~ow is that accurate or not? 

Mr. Conein. 'T'ha ... is a very accuratJot way of de~crihinq i~. 

th• r~ason beinq is that, if I can make a personal ohsbrva~ion. 

i3ig 'li:-.h is a. vr:.ry proud mar. and th'JS'!I of you who have h'len t·:J 

~ .; South~>ast Asia know that face is very im;x'lrtant, and at the 

~:, l<~.st moment when he lost face, whtm he was qoing up there in a' l 

r of his splendor with ~ sedan ann everythinry else to receive 

them, this probably was one of the: thinas that tick~ him oFf .1:: I 

he gave th~ order. 

S.;nator lludcleston. Is it your opinion that i~' th~y h<i' 1 

carri~d ou~ th~ pr~-arrancye<l plar: an·l harl :=~urrenrlere<1 that t.L~ 

sc .. J;ario •..;ould have heer. much il5 :;ou :leflcrihecl? That th~v ,.·u·.:! 

hav, h<1·l tht: Pruss 1':0n~<;rencr;? 

:tr. Cor.~ in. I: they hd1 carr i e::l it. o•J ~ an-i if 1'1 i<1 "ii:h 

..,..ould ~.:;·:e found t':~;':l th<:;re, \vOuld have b':!en too manv peopl~ 

:.· pr2stm': at tho: Palace for ':'.h<:~m to -:~ven attempt 
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Senator Huddleston. That th•Y would probably be alive 
,, ,., 
'I ;:. 

I: 
tf 

today? 

Mr. Conein. They waul~ probably be alive today. I miqht 

.. also add that three days afterwards I was instrumental in gettin~ 

'• o ;: Ngo Di~n Nhu's children out of thto country. 

6 • S~mator Towar. Senator Hart, do you want to procetld? 

7 Senator Hart of Michigan. I think th~t clarifieR it. 

Stonator Schw~iker. ~1r. Cha.irn~<:~n? 

Senator Tow~r. S~nator Schwtoik~r? 

Sconator !!art. Wt;:ll, let mtt ask, th<t uncierstanrlinq that 

at no point in th·~ climactic days so Ear t.t"' vou kr.c""'• was thurtl 

any ~iRcussion of killing Diem? 

~1r. Conein. 'lo, sir, th~re had never bf'!len any <H!Icussion 

of dny time about Diem hims.olf b.oin•J kill,..d bv anybody. T will 

mal.:~ 0.1e ........ em.:~nt that many people -- ann I'm talkinq about t'-1-:: 

. · General andothdr p"'ople -- wanted Di~ to b~ around . They coul<i 

not stand Uhu and t-ta.dam Nhu. This was ar. opinion of tht! p~;:opl,.. 

Th~ Gtonerals th.,..-nselV'!S wanted leqal turnover of tht: 

You mad<:! a rcint. T •iirln' t ur.rlerstar.1. 

Ycc. ,;.,!.·1 tho.t it was Dit.;"'s own couo th4': ho: thou•1ht was 
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!b•cause it is in this report here. It is a very complicated j 

I thing '-ind you have to understand the devious mind of an Orie.ntal;i 

1 and I'll tell you what, I spent many yeats out there and I still 
I, 

, '[don't understAnd it, hut.! can understand why they do certain 

~ :things, but don't ask me why. 

6 In August of 196 3, GenerAl Ton 'l'bat Dinh . had been ~tili ta rv 

7 11 Gov~rnor, had been appointed Military Gove;~rnor of Saigon and 
p ,. 

~ !I Comrnandor 

~ !. power and 

" 

of the Third Corps. General Dinh was therefore in 

working for :lgo Dien Nhu and Ngo flien Diem directly 

1, !i in flugust of 1963. 

Wht:n the military curfe;~w 11ncl Milit .• :try r.overnor of 

Sa.iqon' s po1v~rs wer"' taken away on the J flth of sertember of 

196 3, Tor. That :Jinh consilll:lred hims~l f the hero of Saigon. P.! 

sav~d the Diem r~gim~ in August. 

lie also, durinq that timt:~, hao made plans to have what,._ 

ca.11 Bravo I and Bravo II that '1ie.m -- or ~-lhu -- would have ~i '> 

own coup, Oit:-'1 anJ Nhu woulr'l go down to Vunq Tau as if thev 

wcr.: cscapinq an<1 ':h£·.re would be immd<l.iatel y a cour.tarcoup ~n;• 

at th"' sa"le tine: "'nrl brit~<J hack 'lhu and nh,m hy nop:.~lar 

a.c;c l iin.i! *.:inn. 

So, in th, bt:'!il~ning of the cnu;:>, Ton That i"Jin'1, who VI<>· 

sometim~ brratic -- or, h~'s s~ill aliv~; T 1on't want to s· · 

had convince~ ~10 Di~n Nhu that he was qoinn to qo throun' 
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this plan. So they assumed, at 1:00 o'clock in the afternoon 
I ,, 
llwh~n troops were moving and everything else that it was their 

II coup. This was Ton 'l'ha:. Dinh • s plan •. 

What they didn't know was Ton~ D1nh ~as the military 
., 

5 Jcomrnand~:~r of Saigon for the coup. 

6 Sunator Schweiker. Double a~ent, as we say. 

? Mr. Conein. liell, he w.as triple about. that time. 

8 Senator Morgan. Wh~re is he now? 

9 Hr. Contth:. Sir? 

1 ·~ s~nator Morgan. ~her~ is he now? 

Mr. Conein. I don't know. I do nc: knew if he escaped 

this last thin'! or not. I don't know if 'le qat out. !le wa~ ..1 

' Sti!nator • 

'' . ~ s~uator Hu1dl~:~ston. That explains it. 

. : Senator Schw~ik~r. That's why he was a triple aqent. 

. ,- Hr. Con~:~in. lie w.as a Senator, an elected Senator of the 

Vietna.mese anrl he was ~ht:. milit.ary chair'"lan of the Senate 

Militarv Affairs Committee in Vi~tnan. 

. • Ser.ator t1ondal..,. YoLl had a suhstar.tial amount of r.lOnt:y b . 

piasters in your private safe which you wtr~ asked to brinn 

with you to th~ Joint General Staff l!ea~'1'Jartars, riqht? 

~r. Co~~is:. I had, an1 I don't rec~ll exactlv the amou~t 

of money. Therw is som~place somew~~re an accountinq of the 

mos:ooy a:-:c! also th<! sigr.a+::ure. o~ r.ener~tl :Jon who n::ceived so~~~ 

o~ t:hi~ mcr.o.y. don'~ r~call --and I'm telling vou 
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truthfully, I don't recall if I had 3 l/2 million or 5 million 

; 2 c piast..u-s. I said I brought a little brown bag; it was one of 

~ 

' t th<=S.a diplomat.ic sort of courit:!r bags and it was stuffed with 

.; money. 

5 I had made some certain contingency plans for my own 

6 · protection because it became obvious to me that if anything 

7 :happened that my family might suff~r, and also that if the 

t< Ditilll gov"'rnment found o~tt that I was involved in a conspiracy, 

':! if we may call it that, that. I probably would have a very 

l• ·efficient Vietcong incident in other words, I would be 

blown up or assassinat.,i! or som.ethin<J like thllt and it. woul1 ~"><: 

(" , 
< . 

J Th~refor~. I took c~rtain precautions. 

r I had mad!. arrangemt:!nts to have one f'}\ Special Forces 

c 
team available u~on siqnal to protect my house w~en the cour 

c. 
•!' 

came off. I had also made arranqements to have a military ie~·' 

!"-.. with propdr typt of co~nunications equipm~nt so that I would, 

n<.. raatter wha': ha~p.ened, I woul•! always be in comrnunication. 

I also --

S<:r,<~.tor Mo:-,ua:e. Has your fa:nily ;-.'i'::h vou in Saiqon? 

~r. Co&=in. Yes. I had just had a dauqhter born thr.a 

months bcfor.=.:, and one of tht:~ thinqs 1 war,t.,J was, they coul:: 

kill m.,. l;ut I dic.h't ·w<~.nt "'Y fanily t_o OdY for what I dir'l. 

• at ;"!ly houso: tluri!'.<l th., co:J:). 
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I I had lllllda a conting8llCY plan for funds. Now the IIJ!IOunt 
.I 
:lof funds -- like I tell you, I don't racall exactly how much, 

II it wt:~.s 3 1/::! or 5 million piasters. 

., Senator Baker. How much is that in dollars? 

r. !tr. Con~in. About $70,000, Now thi~ is roughly, I'm 

6 i! figuring it up now in my head, I'm not a mathematician. And 

7 .: I took this money and put it in tha bag I the brown bag, the 

8 reason being that for the first twenty-four hours there were 

9 . two things that were vitally important. '!'here were certain 

l' 'units that would be diverted at thl\! last moment. These units 

wert~ qoinq to be put ir.to a situat-ion tht!y did not Jr:now of, ~c 

th~reforc th~y did not have the rice an~ th~ bread. That was 

the most im~ortant thing, rice and bread. 

.. , Th.: second thinq was that '"" did not w11nt 1 under any 

circumstances I of any personality who would be shot or kill'd<l 

during th~ coup that there wasn't a gesture made to pay off t~~ 

fa.mily immediately. This is som.,thing that you gentlemen 

probably don't know, but tho:ir~ ar~ no insurances in VietnaM l" 

the ?roper sor.se tl:i:t'" we know of, so '::h~re:'s always, wh~n soc.:.,~ 

bo<!y is kill.:d, ~herE! is a s11m o~ l:lOney qiv.::n. 

facil1ti.::s available in a1dition to the Military facilities. 
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1 w~sn't ~ lot of money -- it was a lot of money in piasters. 
l 

2 ~~·~·.. All of th~se monies have been accountan for, they were 

, account~ for by me, th~y were siqned for by the General, and 
1: 

.: •
1 f h .. . ., or eac p.aymen ~. Now, I do not know wh':\r'! thostl receipts are. 

Scm<~. tor :~andale. Could I? I'm not getting at -- there's 

6 ;!no implication, I hope, about the manaq~ment of money. I'm just 

? itrying to find out what the monay was for. 
t· 

:'-\r. Conein. It w.as to pay for foorl --

Senator "'onnalt:=- In ot!1er words, yon have sorno:thing lik~:: 

$71,000 in piasters, give or tak~ wh~tever the arithmetic, aw' 

how long h.:td you had t~a '::. mout:Yi' 

~r. Co~ein. I ha~ ha~ that money since appro~irnd':.•ly, 

woulr'! Sdy around the 2-1th of Octoh~r. I had that in a saftl i:: 

my house. 

s.mator ~londalo. And did that mont:~y com~ to vou through 

tht:! CIA? 

requ~sten it. frol'l the Finance Office, y,s, 

sir. 

S..:: . .::. +.:or '·lon<le 1.,.. !It! rrov i<'l-:d yo•l th"! rn(lney, you hrotHJ"h t 

·~r. '~On"!in. tccl·. it ,.fit'l rno::. 

~lr. ::on"!ir.. Yt!S, I had it in m'{ hornt:l, and wl)t=n I chan'J~<"' 

into uniform to qo out to General Staff --
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I Senator ~ondale. But they asked you to bring money at 
I, 
!! 
ilthat timtt, did they? 

ll 
'I 

Mr. Conein. I had r.~ada arranqements that I would bring a 

icartain sum of contingency funds. 

Senator Mandala. tHth Gc:~naral Don? 

6 ~\r. Conein. \·lith Gentoral Don. 

7 S.:.nator ~!ondal~. He askt;d you to brinq th'! money, rlidn' t 

!- : ht:? uid I und~::rstand you to say br inq as much mom~y as you 

;• , could l.1y your hands on? 

~r. Conein. No, not as much money as I could. If it were 

thdt, I woul~ have taken a b-baq full. nut the thinq of it was, 

it was only for a sm.:tll s•1m of monl:lv, a continqdncy fund for 

a tw.::~ty-four hour or thirty-six hour purio<l, which I did not 

know a': that time. 

Senator llon'la.le. ':lha". 1id you und<!r:stand '::hat money +-o '•· 

for? For what purposes? 

Mr. Conein. th ... rnon.;,y Has to pay for thos>! ur.its who, <:': 

th!! last nc:nent, when their o~'fic.,.rs ·<~ouJ<j aive the order to 

.. 
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Mr. Conein. To pay the death benefits for any person, 

2 !!you know, killed. 

" Senator 1·1ondale. Did he tell you that's what he wanted it 

., for, or did you know that that is what it was for? 

Hr. Conein. I knew that's what it was for. 

Senator Tow~r. I would like to brinq up at this point, 

~ Director Colby has testified about this. 

~r. Schwarz. Not in the same detail. 

Senator Tower. Not in the sarna detail. 

Senator Mondale. \v~ll, I'm sorry. I was not httre this 

morning. 

S~::nator Tower. 'l"hat:'s all right. 

Sc:nator ~.ondal~. So in that s~nse, we were brinqing, 

through yon, assets which they would use to help carry out ar.'~ 

pa~ th~ costs of the coup. 

'1r. Cone.ir.. Yes, sir. 

Sdnator Hondate. All riqht. 

~ow, was there any discussion about wh~ther it was risky 

for you to be parsonelly nresent at the JGS or anywhere else 

with tht!S~ Generals at or r.ear tl-.~ tiMe of th8 coup? 

Did y:::)U ha\'<! any discussions abo1lt that? 

.'·lr. Con~in. 'l'h!ire W<!rtl s~v~ral discussions about my 

p-::rsonal sucurity orior to th:! coun. 1'hare werd ,also dlscuss~:.); . 

. ,..~:;h r:1u becaus~ I was worriad about my far:~ily in case --

Sdnator Mondal •. Well, it was clear that this was verv 
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'I 

!:risky for you, but apart from that, was there any question about 
" 
:wh.thcr your presence as an Amarican officer would link us, if 

iknown, to th~ coup? 

Mr. Cor.t>in. :-lo, sir. 

S~nator Mon1ale. Because I think you mentioned you got 

6 out of it fast when you saw newsmen. 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, I was scared. 

Senator Mondale. You didn't want to be seen there. 

Mr. Con~in. No, sir. 

S~1ator ~ondal~. You didn't want to be seen there, because 

you didn't want our association, what~v~r it miqht be, with this 

group kuo1vn to tht public? 

t·tr. Coneiu. I did not want --

Is that corr~ct? That's in here? 

Mr. Schwarz. Yts. 

Senator Towe>r. You were ordertod in and ordered out, weren • t. 

you? 

Mr. Con~in. Yes, sir. 

Sen11tor '1onr1a1~. 1-i'!Jl. you left ycurself? 

:lr. Cor . .:: in. I left mysd E. 

Hr. Con•ic. At the ~c,gnt T saw that they were coina to 

brinq tt11:: Pr>.!SS in, for th~ capit.ulat.ion of Pre5inent ilu:m, W<l" 

at the: tim-! '.:hal- they tel.-~ mt! to n~t t.h~ h~ll out, General Do:: 

: ' 
said, <1et thto h-.!11 out, l·l;:'re brir.<Jir:<; ir. the Press. 
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1 Senator Mondale. So were there diBcusaiona about the 
<i 

2 ii"dsdom of having you there at all at any time·; or did they net~il 
I· 

:le. liaison? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir, it wasn't a question of a discussior. 

'· in the sense that you're talking about, Senator. You must 

6 ::understand the relationship. I was part and parcel of the whol~ 

7 :!conspiracy, so if something went wrong, th•Y would go down the 

5 drain with me. We were all going down the drain together. 

' . 
~ . 

'. -. 

Senator Tower. Can we suspend at this point? 

Let us go vote. 

(A brief recess was tak~n.) 

s.,na tcr Tow~r. Phi 1, I believe you hJJ.d t:h~5 floor when \·1~ 

suspend ~d • 

S<!nator !!art of ~lichi<JAn. I hAve no questions. 

Senator Tower. All right. 

Fritz? 

~r. SchwArz. To qo back to the telephone conversation. about 

the .airplane. 

~r. Con•in. Yes, sir. 

:-tr. Schwarz. After you obtained the worrl that you couldn't 

gdt a plan~ for twenty-four hours, was th~t word passed on to 

'1r. ~lgo Dieu Diam? 

:1r. Cor .. e ir.. No, sir .. 

'l'his \vas a telt::phone conversation; because President Diem 

hdd tdlked to Big Minh and to General non and it was the first 
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l I time during tho whole coup that the Preaident had had a chance t 
I 

2 1 talk 
I 

to Big Minh. Up to that point, he refused at all points to 

;.talk to nig Minh. 
i 

~ :l Mr. Schwarz. And in any evant, you are quite sure that 

0 jtho word about the plane being available but not being available 
:j 

6 IJfor twenty-four hours didn't get to M.r. Dhrn? 

7 Hr. Comdn. I am positive, because the reason being it was 
i· 

8 :iafter the conversation with President Diem that both Generals 
" !I 

9 :oon and Big Minh ca.me to me a.nd asked me about getting an 4ir-
I• 

l : !!plan~:~ to 9et them out. It was after they had hung up, and this 

;:was whe:.n I called the EMhassy and spoke to "1r. ~ 

!tr. Schwarz. Anti he gavtt you then thr~:~e reasons, or thr<!t~ 

'comment'.s, <lbout th~ airplane? He qave you those right over th'l 

phone, or did he call you back? 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, right over th~ phone ar.d I trans-

-~ .mitted that m~ssage back ann I don't recall if Big Minh had 

walk~d out but I know that G~eral Don had been told by me 

exactly that it would tak~ twenty-four hours. 

Senator Tower. Sena":or 'londale had the floor 'Wher. we 

suspcmded. 

Sdnator Mondal~. Just one question. 

lloH did you arrive at the figure of money that you hac! i!·. 

your possession with your local office there? How waa that figure 

dt0t~r1nined, was it juat & ballpark UlOunt? 

Hr. Conein. The amount of noney? 
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Senator Hondale. Yea. 

2 Mr. Conein. That waa all that would fit in this briefcase. 

and I wasn't qoinq to haul two briefcases. 

., S4nator Mondale. No, what did you -- go to the Director 

o •and s11y, I'd likt~ this much? 

6 Mr. Con~in. No, sir, I had asked for a certain sum but I 

7 :;could not put it all in this briefcase. This is why I cannot 

c answ8r you rually, if I spent J l/2 or 5 1/2. 

~ I do know that when I wunt back to check my safe, one of 

l th~ packag~s of 250,000 piasters had fall~n over the hack enrl 

of th~ littl~ guide rail, you know, that ke~ps the saft:t drawers 

" ::;- ~ . 
~ ar.d one of t!lost~ packages had fallen back and I ru~nemb~r te.J.:inq 

J • 
0 

• < that am.l I said, look, I've got some lo!ft, anrl I turned it: hac·~ 
l 

in ann got a receipt for it. So this is why I cannot t&ll you 

exactly th: d.ffiOUnt. They know, an(l I would sa~· rOU"J'lly it'q ir. 
:: 

the. $70,000 figure. 

Ser.ator 1\ondalt:l. Thar.l<: you. 

Senator '·lorqan. I have ;us~ one qu~~tion. 

S~::.na '-.or TOH:r. I beli':!Vt:: Mr. Colby '::-=stifio::d this mor;:i:·.' 

it wds 3 nillioc piasters. 

~r. Conein. Yes, sir, but I didc't spend it all. 

;;,mater 7o•,;ur. SEonator ~-torqan? 

Se:nator Horgan. I )U<J':: hdvt: on~ 0usstion, Mr. Conein. 

TOP SECRET 



! 
! 
;:; 
0 .. 
; 
~ . • 0 

f 

• 
0 

• • l 

1 

2 

.s 

.; 

5 

6 

., 
• I 

b 

J8 

Mr. Conoin. No, sir, the fact b•inq that an aircraft of 

I th~t size, it would take -- because it would have to come from 

!Guam, sir, then th~ pilots would have to brief and all the thing 
i' 

:ion how to go. Now you must understand also thAt th• airport was 
lj 

:Jclosed down at that time. No aircraft were coming in or leavinq ,, 
:i 
11~-.rithout special permission. 

Sdnator Morgan. Would it have come to Tan SOD Hbat? 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

9 SenAtor Morg.an. Now did I understand you to tell Senator 

1·· 1::1ondalto~ th~t G.:neral Minh never knew that it would take twenty-

four hours? 

Mr. Con.in. I don't know whether ht knew it or not • 

say that I know that I told this to G~n~ral non. I can't recall • 

This was all everything is OVbr with, you know? 

Senator Horoan. nut the main thing in my mind, in your 

l' opinion there was no undue dalay in making the plan .available? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

S~nator Morgan. 1-lell that was tht: question that was in 

my mind. 

Senator 70'>'l~r. I think 1ve ware all a little confounrlerl hv 

tha~ this morning, but I think the explanation of that is that ... 

th.: airplar.e had to fly directly to the country of assylum anrl 

couldn't stor anyplace else. That woulrl re~uirc longranGe 

aircraft like thb KC-lJS. You couldn't mak~ it in a c-~7. 

Sanator ~orryar.. Which would not normally be availahl~ cr-. 
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1 Taiwan? 

2 I Mr. Conein. No, sir, it was not available outside of 

I) Guam or Hawaii at that time, sir. Later on they were available 

;in Subick Bay and Clark Field. 

Senator Tow~r. Senator Daker? 

6 Senator Bak~r. Thank you. 

? \iho laid on that requiroment that it be a nonstop fliqht 

8 ·to 
1: 

the country of asylum? 

9 Mr. Cone in. This I no not know, if it WAS the !\mbassador 

lG !! or if this was just an asswnption of the people who knew the 

) " lUnbassador's thinkinq. Th!R I do not know, sir. I do not know 

if it cam., frorn thd Whita House or the State Department. T do 

not know. 

Sdnator Baker. Do we know from oth~r material? 

lf Mr. Kirbow. \ie assume that Mcr:;eorge flundy might know an 

1r Monday. 

' .·. 

Nr. Schwa.r z. lie don't know. 

Dicl you have a.n assumption from the conversation with r•r . 

• that he was prepared for your qu~stion? I mean, he en:~., 
back with an ans1~er that had thr"'t. ra.tht:~r col'\plicat.tr'l poi11t'l. 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. I assumed that th~ moment that 

2 ~ would g•t th~ go ahead frorn the junta that th~v want~! the 

'. "' 
aircraft tha.'; I would levy the requirl!.ment. and th• P.mll4ssv l'lt,' 

the military w•rr:. prdparec to le'IY the requirement if!l."'ll!(!i.!!~'!!l··. 

Mr. Schwarz. No, but din you assume from your convers11: i·r. 
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1 ith Mr. -that he was prepared for your question in light ofi 

I 
2 

•. 
. .. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lC 

1: 

I 
the complex answer that he came back with? 

Mr. Cone in. Sir, I don't know. I would assume that he had 
!i 
:Jbi!E:Il'\ p::epared and obviously if he was prepared that well that 
•i 
!isom-.body must have talked to him. I wasn't there. I was at 

lithe othc!r place. 

ll Hr. Sc:hwar:. Just to make sure the reoord is clear on it, 

~~but for tho .. rule• hid down in the tolophono convereatlon, 

ith~re wer~ airplanes that the United StAtes had control over 

ilwhich could have been used? 

Hr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

If --for exam~e, sir, lat me point out one thinq, that 

i:if it had bettn Phillppint:s Islands that qrant.td asylum first L: I 

14 'that we woulil then not have had to use a C-115, we could havr: 

· us<Jd General Harkins' c-130 which was a converted VIP plane. 
1 ~' 

)r, 
But at that time and under thosd circumstances there was 

1
.
1 

. no way of knowing which country -- assume that it was Japan, 

1 • 

{): 

'-• 

.2 ;. 

we did not want the airplane to land in Taiwan. 

Hr. Schwarz. Out that was a matter of choice? 

~r. Con~in. A matter of choice. 

Senator Dak~r. What do you m~an, •we didn't?" 

Hr. CO::lt:in. lie according to my instruc~ions, were that 

th~ airplane was not to make a stop. 

Stlnator Ilaktor. ~'ihat do you mea.n, ~we"? You said 

!:you dirln' t know who laid on that requirement. Was that your 
1: 

1: 
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l .I wish? 

2 

. 
II Mr. Conein. 

'I tha United Sb.tes 

I say we don't know. I'm talking now, w~ 

government, I'm assuminq, because the gentleryan 
I 

~ '1has asked me a question and I assume that he had talkad to 

5 .i thtt 1\mba.ssador. 

6 Senator Baker. Any furth~r questions, any m~bers of th~ 

7 rommithtt? 
li 

8 I reckon that's it. 

Mr. Conein. Thank you V4rY much, sir. 

l·' Sanator Tower. Thank you, Hr. Conein. He appreciate your 

;:.,.-

r . 

'· 

testimony. 

lie will ask you back to discuss the matter that Senator 

Baker brought up • 

Mr. Conein. At your convenience, sir. 

(The questions by Senator Baker follows:) 

TOP SECRET 



47 

• 

,-. 

c 
.J 

~· ~ . . • • 
" k 

c 
c. 
c 
..c: 

r-.. 

• 

82 

1 J :40 p.mi 
2 Senator Tower. Let's go back on the record. 

Sen6.tor Daker. Hr. Conien, while we're waiting for the 

~ other Committee members to return, I have a few questions on 

5 other matters and we can arrange the transcript so that it 

6 :jwill not interrupt the flow of your other testimony, if that's 

7 rlall 
right with you, Mr. Chairman. 

8 Senator Tower. }\ 11 right. 

g Set\ator Baker. Are you acquainted with a man nAmed 1\. J. 

l 0 ijwoolston-Smith? 

"\ .. . . Hr. Conein. A. J. WoOlston? No, sir. 

Sel\ator DAker. 1\ privAte investigAtor in •!eli York City? 

Mr. Con~in. No, sir. 

S~nator Baker. Do you have Any information AboUt the 

involv~~ent of the CIA, the PEA or its predecessor -- what was 

· the predecessor? :( 
H.r. cor.ein. mmo. 

Senator Baker. -- in any domestic assassination? 

Hr. Conein. No, sir. 

s~nator nak~r. Do you have any knowledge of any assas~in~-

tions or any attempted assassinations of oersons rell!.ted to 

international drug traffic by parsons connected or affiliat~d 
.. ::. 

with the CIA or the DEA? 

s~n~tor Raker. Nona at all? 

TOP SECRET 



.· •" 

-· , 

. 
t 
0 

f. 

c . 
c • 

Mr. Concin. No, air. 

2 Senator Baker. Do you ha~e any knowl~lge of any CIA 
.i 

~ 'linvolvbment in any drug traffic for profit in VietnAm? 

t1r. Con~in. No, sir, I do not. 

Senator Baker. !lave you ever been involved in or had any 

6 :knowledge of the purchase or th~ manufactur~r or sale of 

7 :Assassination devices to or by a Federal government agency? 

6 nr. Conein. Sir, I think you arc referring to something 

\! that was askeu by Senator Neicker one time when I was lookinq 

at 7itl~ III ~quipment, which is bugging equipment for the 

Drug F.nforc<;!.!llent Administration. I was shown semi!, without 

solicitation, ! was shown some devic~s. that wer~ boohy-tran 

tyne devictos . I would like to maV.e it a part of the record 

that the Secret Service has been compll!tely informed of this 

and also the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearm. know of these 

devic~:~s. 

And I al~o furnished a complet~ brochure of all the 

d~:>scription of these assassination type devices to the Secret 

Service. 

S~nat.or naker. !lavE: you r.ot a copv of that brochure? 

Mr. Con~in. ~o, sir, I do not. 

Senator ~!organ. S~nator Baker, would you yield on that?, 

St!nator Baker. Yes. 

Senator ~lorgan. lio•1ld you repeat that name aq.ain? I'm 

sorry, when you say non-r~lated, t started rearling the paper. 
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Would you give me that name again? 

Senator Dakttr. The name?· 

Senator Morgan. Yes, sir. 

Senator Raker. Mr. A. J. Hoolaton-f.mith. 

Senator !·!organ. \vas that sornewherv around Alexandrh. 
;I 

'/hens? 

Sena.tor Baker. Well, he's been here, and he's been in 

::No~w York 
!l 

City, h~:~'s been in St. Louis, and I understand at one 

::time he had 411 office on the West Coast. 

ll Senator Horgan. lvould you add to that the name Paris 

Theodore, with regards to any kind of assaaRination devices? 

Hr. Conein. No, sir. 

l-tr. Schwarz. Who did show you the assassination device!'!? 

f.'.r. Cone in. This was, I think, Senator H.sick~r asked m~ 

specifically in January, I don't recall the date, that he han 

a. rtport that I had seen assassination devices. I had testified 

1" personally to the Ser.ator with an attorney prt~sent, and while 

th~re I told him that there was another one of my staff members 

hll.d be.or. pr':!Scnt and had s~t~n tha same devices and he C4ll~d 

for the staff m..mbt.ir who verifisd everything that I had saiti, 

and I did not Opt:!n my mouth during the questioning of this 

oth'.!r rnernbc:~r of my stt~.ff. 

r 
s',', :1r. Schwarz. Hho show ad you the assassination devices. 

:-tr. Con;;in. Sir? 

Mr. Schwarz. Hho snowed you the assassinlltion devices? 
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Senator Tower. Could we suspend thin line of questioning 

a. moment? 
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1 Senator Tower. Off the record. 

' 
2 

II 
il 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Sen~tor Baker. I will refrain from asking the question, 

., ~lbut I wish the next time that ,_ ask .. Hr. Coaein '· · 
;, 

5 !)to c~~e back here and brinq with him the paraphenalia, the 

6 lld~:~vices, and any brochures that he has. 

7 i\ 

8 II 
9 I: 

li 
I• 

1<1 I! 

Senator Tower. Do you have any of the devices? 

Mr. Conein. No, sir. 

Senator Tower. Do you have the brochure? 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, I have a copy of the brochure that 

11 :I furnished the Secret Service. 

1~ Senator Daker. I might ask this one thing, or mention 

1·: "this one thing, rather. You miqht'. be prepared to describe to 

l·; us how you came to have th-,: brochure, particularly with referenc-t 

, ~ ,:to whet:her you solicited it or were solicited and whether t~is 

1, was thto only one that. you ever had, .s.nd simil.s.r materiaL 

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 

S~nator Tower. Anything further? 

All right. 
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3 2zOO o'clock. 

4 (Whereupon, at Sz04 o'clock p.m., the hearin~ in the 

5 above-entitled matter was recessed, to reconvene at 2:00 o'clock 

6 p.m., Monday, June 23, 1975). 
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