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EXECUTIVE SESSION

[ Friday, June 20, 1875

United States Senate,

Select Committea to Study Governmental

i
; Operations with Respact to
{
i Governmaental Activities,
i

Washington, D. C.

|
|

The Committes met, pursuant to notice, at 2:15 o'clock

: kp.m., in Room 5-407, The Capitol, Senator John Towar presiding.

Present: Sanators Hart of Michigan, Huddleston, Mondale,

fﬂMcrgan, Tower (presiding), Mathias, Baker and Schwaiker.

1

Also present: William Miller, Staff Director:; Fredaerick
aA. 0. Schwarz, Jr,, Chief Counsal; Curtis R. Smothers, Minoritv

Céunsel; and Fredarick Baron, Charles Kirbow, Burton Wides,

Michael J. Madigan, William Bader, David Maron and Patrick

,‘Shea. Professional Staff Members.
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1 BEROCEEDINGS
2 (2:15 p.m.)
3 Sanator Tower. Tha Committee will come to ordar.
4 5 Befors we procesd to hear the witness, I think we should
5 lhave a report from the team that wsnt down to the Whita House
6 ijthis morning to examine some documents, and T believe thay
7 jwill report to us and have a recommendation on how the Committes
8 |should agree to handle this material, and shall I call on --
9 Senator Mondale. Iloward has the notes.
10 E Ssnator Tower. I call on Senator Bakar.

|
13 ? Sunator Baker. Mr. Chairman, Rill Rader has the notes.
;;»? Senator Mondale. Well then, call on ma. I can raad them,
14 E Sei.ator Tower. Mr. Badar?
14 g Mr. Bader. Thank vou, Sanator.
35‘£ The documents that we reviewed briefly at the vhite 'louse

!
16 isituation room were four different categories.
17 In the first category, there were copies of tha so-called
;.. Mongoose files. These files contain minutaes of the Special
j. Group Augmented and cooies of tha rest of the Mongoose files,

S

fatrauqed in chronological ord=r. And these holdings are from
the: files of the Fxecutive Secretary of the 40 Committaes and
include the files of the Chairman and the Executive Secretary
of the Special Group Augmanted.
Also these trust files are turned over to the Chairman bhe

‘General Lansdale aftar the qroup ceasad functioning, that is,

TOP SECRET
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,tha Mongoose group.

hundred documents in this firat group.

£ R pmi

"YOP'SE

As I looked at them, there were about a

The second group of documents are CIA's Mongoose files,

which we have alresady seen. There are soma six files, and I [

-assume these are the same €files, and we have ssen tham. But of

Jcourae, we dida't have a chance €0 go through them with any

B

,care.

Tha third group of files wers the Rockefeller Commission

,papers and files on assassination, and that includes the summary

“of facts, the investigation of plans for the assassination of

Castro and perhaps more than Castro, the other assassinations,

Trujillo as well.

Mr. Madigan. Lumumba's in there and also & refarence to

Sukaraoc.

Mr. DBaksr. That

is a some RN or 90 page document which, as

I say, is a summary of facts, and this was prepared by David

Belin.

Senator Daker.

Chairman, that the Wh

It might he important to note heras, Mr.

ite llouse indicated to us that that summary

was 1ot a Rockefzller Commission document an” did not necessarily

represent the position of the Rockefellsr Commigsion as such.

That is the way I interpret their language.

I get ths

iimpression that this may havae been 2 summary that

was not accapted for conclugion in the revort, therafore there

may be

some conflict.
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Senator Morgan. It was prepared by whom?

Senator Baker. Belin, thes Exacutive Director.

i

Mr. Badsr. The last cataegory, the fourth category, are
isome Specidl Group minutas, that is, a file, it i3 a tiny file,
?really, of assassinations and allegations, and these minutes

wura culled from Special Group meetings and they are highly

seluctive in the sense that thay are documents as they could

ifind them in their search that relatad only to Cuba and it is
il
I clear that there is a great deal more to come in this category
i
|
fof the Spwcial Group minutes., It was just on Cuba. Thare was

.. nothing on the other assassinatiors.

Senator Schweiker. You mean more that you hava not seen
yet?

Mr. Bader. DMora that they have not put together as vet,

.. -or at least they have not made available to us, and those ware

‘the four categories,
It is a little hard %o judge just how much work it will
take to go through them. It is, I would say, somewhere around
4009 to 500 pages, perhaps.

S2nator Baker. Mr. Chairman, I wsuld ask Pritz and Bill

ot

to monitor what I'm abou* t0 say naxt te make sure that I reflec
it accuratealy.

There is a general uneasiness at the White House about
letting us have these documents unrestricted, although pretty

“¢clearly they are committed to let us have them, under some

TOP SECRET
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circumstance.

It is also clear to me that some documents have not yvet

[3¥]

K ibuen located and supplied to us and that parts of some documents

ihave basn delated, I think we probablv can adet tha¢t deleted

s .information before vary long.

. The suggestion was made that wa ask the White House to

" ﬁbring those documents up hera by their own parsonnel on Monday

5 ?so that we could use them to examine witnesses. If they care

g to kuap someone here to retain technical nossesaion of the

., ?documents, to take them back with them at the closms of that dav

-~ or any day on which we use them, they might do that, and that
sooner or later we would have to find a way to utillize those
documents, meaning to put certain documents in the record

.. ©or to read them into the reacord or to supply copies.

Rod Hill seemed to think well of that idea. I told him

that I would suggest it to Senator Tower and %o the rast of

the Committee, and hopefully Senator Tower or Senator Church

. would be back irn touch with tha White House to sea if we can

. nedotiate an agresement along those lines. 7T thipnk we can. I
think the “White House will agree to that arrangemant.

Senator Yondale. There ara two points 1 would like to
makea.

Senator Tower. TFri+¢sz?
. Senator “oandale. I think Hills was sayina, from some of

the documantation we looked &t it was clear that we may not vet

| TOP SECRET
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1 jhave all of the documants thit we ocught to look at, and I think
2 || they ara looking for more documents. Things we read referred

Z || to things that wera not there. So I don't think we can be

" satisfied vet that the full record is available for perusal.
The second thing {3, in our quick look it is vary apparent
6 |that We must have the documentation. I saw some which would

have besn very important in our questioning McCons, which may

¢
|

g | have halpad him remember things. It was very central to it.
g ! I think wa wasted a couple of hours when it could have been
1 ;dona very quickly with one or two documsnts.
];E§ I saw, there were saveral othar documents that immediatsly
~ struck me as being esssntial to our work. I don't think we saw
1 fanything that was revolutionary or that filled in a lot of the
‘cuntral gaps.,

Senator Tower. You didn'® swe anything that was sensitivs
1 Eto the extent that it might raflect on a forelgn government,
- or something like that?

Senator Mondale. Thszre might be stuff in there, honestly,
I don't know. But just looking at our work =--
. Ssnator Tower. What you're savina, ¥ritz, is you don't
think we need all of it, that we could selact out some of ir,
is that it?

Senator Mondale. What I am saying is I think ¢there is

. imore available somswhare than we saw, and they said they are

B

., ' 8till looking. Hills said he wasn't satisfied that it was all
&
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there Yet, and msacondly, we've got to have it.

Ssnator Towsr. Right.

Ssnator Mondale. And we neod it for cross-sxamination and

?we need it -~
Senator Tower. Wall, the question i{s, do you need evsry-

thing that you looked at today, or do you think --

i
i
i
i
} Senator Mondala. I don't know. Some of the stuff wa
ialraady havae.

i Mr. Badsr. Some, we alrsady have.
j Senator Mondale. So we don't need that,
2 Senator Tower. Yas,

Ssnator Mondale. The other material, {t struck me that
I don't see what we have to lose by having most of it. I think
most of it is historical.

Senator Baker, I think we ought to have all of it, John.

‘The essence of the suggustion I tried to make was that we have

“physically present in this room all of it, and then we can decida

how w3 use it and what parts of it.

Senator tluddleston. One quastion on the documents.

Is that just the material that ths Rockefeller Commissic:.
has had?

Sarator Baker., 1o, th: Rockaefuller Commission apparantly
has not had these NSC minutes.

Senator 'dondale. They did not have the NSC minutes.

Mr., Schwarz. They asked for them and we ware told about

TOP SECRET
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ten days ago that the White Houss refused to give it to the

«Rockefuller Commission for some reason.

Senator Bakur. Tha's right.

Senator Mondale. The interesting.thing, smong other ‘things,
Jit tells you exactly who was a4t all'of:these msatings.
|I
q Senator Baksr., That's remarkable, thars's no doubt about

‘who was there and in most cases who said what.

Senator Mondalas. The huat was on, thers's no doubt about

Sanator Towar. You've heard Senator Baker's proposal.

Is it tha sense of the Committee that we should adopt that
procedure for now, at least, for -- let's say, what is it,
Monday that we want them up hara?

Mr. Schwarz. Bundy is coming at 2:7% o'clock on Monday

aad wa've set an opportunity to meet with him and go over and
:refresh his recollection and so forth. Are we entitled to have
them for that purpose as well as the actual use of them at the
hearing?

Senator Baker. My understanding is that thsre ias to be nc
restriction on our use of than,

Sunator Mondala. We not only need them, but we need them
in 4 way that they're useful to us on cross-examination. Now, as
1 undsrstand it, the staff will be down there this afternoon an’
maybe into tomorrow and the next day, for that matter.

Senator Towar. 50 ths steff can sift %hrough some of this?

TOP SECRET
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i Mr. Schwarz. And digest it, and so forth. i
Senator Mondala. And we should ask that tha materials {
ithat are appropriate or raslavant to the next witness bs avail-
‘able to us and that staff have them organized inrorder

'to help us.

v! Senator Baker. Thura is a point thers I'd like to vary on a

1little.

I
l

I don't want to give the Whitas House ap opportunity to pick
‘out of that stuff what they're going to send up hare. I would

i
tlike our request to ba to send all of it, and then for us %o

+ . decide harw, with the Whita Houss concurrence, on how we use it,

that is, do we read it into the recorid, do wa photocopy {t, or
do they supply us a copy of it.
Lat us make the esswnce of [t that they send it huare.
Senator Tower. The proposition by Senator Daker is that

.We 28Kk them to bring ths documents here, allow the baarer tc

. be present while the documents are being used, s0 they maintain

:technical possession and take them back to the White House after
we have used them in our sesslon or subsenquent sessions,
Then we can determine at a la%er time what final disnosition we
make.

1s that correct, Howard?

Senator Baker. That's cnrrect.

Senator Tower., I was not able to yget Senator Church, e

"is off in the wilds of Idaho.

i TOP SECRET
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Mr. Schwarz. 1 talked with him last night, and this is

guite consistent with our conversation.

Senator Tower. I think this will be agreeable with him,
‘but I told his secretary that if, for any reason, after ha gets
,in touch with his offica he does find it objecticnable that I
%would reopen the matter in a subsequent mesting.
4 Senator Mondale. Just one gquestion.
] There would not ba a White Housa staff person here durirng
someonae’'s testimony?

Mr. Schwarz. Thay'd sit outside the door.

Senator Mondale. I don't think he should be here as =
monitor.

Senator Baker. I think that's & point we'll have to make
clear. I agras with you, Fritz, he ought to ba physicaliy
prasent, like guarding the door that we don't run off with it,

but not here.

Senator Tower. And we'would undertake that we're not qoina

to xerox them or anythi.ng while he’'s sitting out there.

Is tha+t agrueed on by everybodv? Is tharue any ohjection to

that?

Then that is the way we will procaed.

Senator Raker. Mike Madiaan makes a point that's well
taken. It was Mike's understanding that 11ill's was telling us
there were certain other documznts tha* has had already identif

but had not yet reviewed and we cught to make sure that we aet

TOP SECRET
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Senator Tower. I think the problem down thsra is they do

'not havs enough staff to get zll of this stuff together, is that’

:it?

Senator Baker. I think the problem ias they do not want to

}be taken by surprise.

i
!

Senator Huddleston. They want to ses 1t all firast.

Senator Tower. Thay want to see it before it comes to us?

Sanator Baker. I don’'t blamse them,

Senator Tower. I understand Mr. Kissinqger has some interest
in secing them.

Senator Mondale. I think that's why they don't have enoua™

_staff,

Senator Tower. Okay.

Is there anything else of a housskesping naturs to come
up?

Senator Baker. I micght say to the Committee, Mr. Chairman,
that you conducted & most intriguing interview with Mr. Angletorn
Yasterday.

Senator Towar., We did. In effect, wa took a deposition
from him in my office yusterday, and I think it was very
illuminating, to say the least.

S=zrnator Morgan. He looks the part.

Senator Baker. He sures does.

Senator Towar, S0 I would suggest to the Cormittes

TOP SECRET
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11
the reading cof that deposition. 1T think it would bs worth vour

timae.

Senator Baker and Ssnator Mathias ware thera also.

All right,

Mr. Kirbow?

: Mr, Kirbow. Mr., Chairman, I think it would be heloful to

itha members if they know that when Mr., Coneln i{s testifying trat
%he has before him what he refers to as an afteraction report,

; in which both he and the Station Chief before Mr, ' Mr,
‘Richardson, Jochn Richardsacon, compiled immediately after the coun
, took place in Saigon.

He is going to limit his testimony principally, since he
has no personal knowledge of the Washinqgton scene, to painting
for the Committee, if you will, a picture of tha events that
transpired from early May of 1963 on through the time of ths
coup, and he will then be prapared to answer any questions,
much a&s we did with Mr, Colby this morning.

Senatoy Tower. He wants to proceed in narrative form?

Mr. Kirbow, Yes.

Sanator Tower. All right, we will proceed with Mr, Consin.

{Yheraupon, at 2:27 o'clock p.m., the witness entered ths

haaring room.)

TOP SECRET
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Ssnator Tower., Mr. Copnein, thank you forvcoming today.

i

1we will be questioning you under oath today, so if you would

!
{raiae your right hand, do you solemnly swear that the testimony

‘you are about to give before this Committme is tha truth, the
fwholo truth, and nothing but the truth, soc help you God?

f Mr., Conein. I do, sir.

Senator Tower. Counsael will advise you »n your rights.
Mr. Xirbow. Pleass bs seated.

Mr. Schwarz. Mr. Conein, just a couple of procedural
'matters.

You are aware that you have the right to counsel?

Mr. Conein. Right,

Mr. Schwarz. And if at any time you want to stop and
obtain counsel in the middle of these proceedings you have

' that right as well?

Mr. Conein. Yes.

Mr. Schwarz. . A- ! of courss you have all your constitutiornal
rights including your rights under the Fifth Amendment, vou
understand tha<«?

Mr. Kirbdw will question vou.

Senator Tower. Mr. Xirbow?

TOP SECRET
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; Mr. Rirbow. Mr. Conein, for the record would you pleass

i
& ystate your full name, your current sddress, and pracent
i

1 i TESTIMONY OF LUCIEN E. CONEIN E
|

0

s 'occupation?

o

Mr. Conein. My name is Lucien E. Consin, C-0o-n-e-i-n.

& ‘I live at 1111 Ingleside -- I-n-g-l-e-s~i-d-a -- Avenus,

~2

McLean, Virginia.

& I am employed by the Department of Justice NDrug Enforcament
« Administration.

3 Mr. Kirbow. Thank vou.

Mr. Conein, would you ba good enough to give the Cormmittee
a brief synopsis ¢f your background from the time you first
became angaged in any government work, eithar military or
+ . civilian?

. Mr. Conein, I enlisted in the Army in 1941, Septemher of
1941, and in 1943 I gradua+ed from OCS in Fort Benning, Georaia.

At that time, I had been asked to volunteer for the Office
of Strategic Services, which I did, and was sent to Encland for
further training in the Spacial Opsrations FExaecutive, which was
an orgenizetion affiliated with the 0SS under Britiah Command.

I was perachuted behind the lines in France in 1344, 1In
Dgcamber, 1944 I returned +o the United States and I was sen*
for training preparatory to qoing to the China, RBurma, India
theatre which I 43d in 1945,

In March of 1945, the French garrison in French Indochine

TOP SECRET
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1 |had been attacked by the Japaness and I was asked to parachute

2 |into the area to recupsrate elemants of ths French forces, to

- ﬂconsolidate them, retrain them, go back into Indochina and to

form a base for operations in the northern oart of Indochina.
5 This I did and later on 1 was in Hano: with the Viet Minh

6 itook over in 1945, and I stayed until 1946 when I cama back to

~7

ithe United States and then I was sant to the SSU mission, which
|

8 :was ths predecessor of the CIA, to Germany and I served in the
9 ;SSU, the CIC and the CIA,

1 I left Germany in 1953, still in thae military, where I

1. became a desk chief at CIA, and in 1954 I was asked by Mr. n;lmg
ir if Y would go back to Vietnam, which T Adirl, under the command ot
1. then-Colonel Edward G. Lansdale and 1 was z2ssigned to North

1. Vietnanm.

1 I stayed thers until the Viet Minh took over in October of

)
-

1954. 1 then went to Haiphong, and in 1955 I came to Saigon
i and at that time, the ogperation was to astablish a viable
government in Vietnam, ths government of *lgo Dien Diam.

I remained until 1956 and in 1956 I asked to be relieved
from the CIA 80 I could return to the military servica. I had
been up to that time, approximately 13 years as a military man
with 085, S$8U, CIG and CIA.

I left and I joined the Special Forces in the Army and 1
;- served from '56 to '59. In 1959 I was assigned to the Assistant

Chief of Staff for Intelligence of the U.5. Army and was sant to

TOP SECRET
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Jlran where I served for two years.
I
i I retired from the military in 1961 and returned to ths

CINn. I was sent to Viatnam in 1961 and I remained in Vietnam
until August of 1967.

1 laft the CIA in 1968, July the 15th, retired from the
%CIA and military. I went in private business for a couple of
iyeats and in 1971 I worked as a consultant for the White House

!
"for approximately four months, four or five months.

A I then was a consultant to the Bureau of Harcotics and
Daungerous Drugs of the Department of Justice and I joined the
DEA in 1973 and I am presently working for the DEA.

Mr. Kirbow. Directing your attention than to that pericd

after you returned to Vietnam after 196]1 to thae period beginning

in early 1963, would you relate to tha Committee your experiences

in connection with the build-up and the eventual Ganeral's
coup and the downfall of the Diem governmant?

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.

In February of 1962, two Air Force pilots, Viaetnamese Air
Force pilots, attacked the Presidential Palace of Ngo Dien Niem,
This was not the first indication that thare was something
wrong, becausa if vou will recall in November of 1967 there was
apother attempted coun.

At that time, in February, T was asked if I would go to th=:
different military leaders which I knew and had known in the

past to find out what was the political pressure, what was the

TOP SECRET
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tomperature, was thera really some dissidence within the military

ranks, was thsre really a basis for an uprising against Ngo Dien
L

EDiem. i

I was unable at that time to determine this fact. There
iwas isolated dissidence within the military structure. This was
:
g:eported in Fabruary or March in 1962.

In the msantima, Mr. Colby had assigned me to work with the
1Miniatex of the Interior of the Geovernment of Vietnam, apnd I

.was reaponsible to be the liaison between the CIA and the

N

14

Ministry of the Interior on a program, on a project, which was

‘called Strategic Hamlet Program.

This was an idea forwarded by Ngo Dien Nhu, the President's
brother and counsallor, to establish security within the
hamlets and the villages where peopla lived so that they could
deny access of food, taxes and what have you to the Vietcong.

In this position I was able to travel quite extensivalv
because I was under the auspices of the Ministry of the Intericr
and indirectly I worked for the President's brothesr who was in
charge of the program and by travelling I was able to go *o
«yery province, I was able to talk to unit commanders down ¢5
and including small sections. Some of thesae people I had inrwvi
for many years: soma of them I had known back aven in “orld isr
Il1. Some of them were in powerful positions, and I was ablie *.
talk to them on a person tdO person basis, not as a goverpmer®

cfficial.
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i I did wear a uniform though I was out of the Army when I
lwas in that position becaumse those military commanders who knew

i!mxs always assuned that I was in the Army and that I was still in
‘the Army. Therefore, it was much easiar for me to travel in
5uniform and spacial arrangements were made for me to carry an
jidentification card as being an active duty military officer.
R This was done with the permission of General Harkins, and
it wag also known to Gensral Westmoreland when General West-
~moreland took over.
i
k In that period,; I would say that the country team was
attempting to get organized so thay could show that they were
speaking with ona head under Ambassador Nolting, and we had
a committae which the military and also " agenclies, includino
the CIA, were members, and it was called the Truebart Committee
where we jointly made plans to help out the government of
‘Vietnam in different programs, whether they be military programs
or USAID type programs, self-help programs, alsc programs of
which to arm the villagsrs so they could protect themselves,

We didrn't arm them with modern weanons, we gave them
shotqgums, .12 gauge shotguns. There were very vfew modern
weapons avaeilable for that type of activity.

At the same time, we were interested in the Montagnard
Program and I did work with the "ontagnarrds -~ those are the

hill #ribes in central Vietnam.

We did arm certein elemsnts of the Montagnards, and we dil
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'keop them up and organize them in paramilitary forces, and these

;

|forcas were evantually turned over completaly to the U.S.

Army.,

i About -~ well, I can say definitely on 7 of May, 1963,

;thc Minister of Interior, myself and his entourage flew to

[iue in central Vietnam, While in Hue, it was on my aircraft that
?I had assigned to me for that day -- while in Hue, they had a

it
!vary large meeting of different military authorities and at that

itime I did not realize wha% was going on.

i

. Thay had met with the President's brother, Ngo Dien Can,

i
{
ki

‘who was considered the war lord, in & way, and some decisions
wera made, of which 1 wasg not aware of. "a returne? quite late
3the rnight of ths 7th; though I wanted to stay, the Ministry of
the Interior told me it would ha impossible. 1 wan*ed %o seae
; the cslebration o0f the birthday of Buddha. I wanted ¢o see

the boats with the candles lit gqoing down the perfumed river,
+but it was not to be.

The next day there was an attack by the military forces con
the Buddhists. Up %o that time, the Puddhists, as an entity,
was not a political force and never thouaht of being, and wher
the attack on the Buddhists came about, this was, in mv estine-
tion, one of the turning peoints in what was hapvening in Viztn o,

It could have been salvaged, but this -- aaqain, I had
tallied later with the Minister of ths Interior and I had talt!

with %70 Dien Nhu on saveral occasions when they were trvinn *:
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?appeasa the situation. They ware trying to meet soms damands

;of the Buddhist leaders. This, unfortunately, did not come
about.

I did not travel too much during the latter part of May
or June, and it was quite evident at tha¢« time, to me and to
;other people who ware thers that there was a strong anti-American

.feeling, and also a restriction put on by the government of
Vietnam about people associating with Americans.

The only time that it broka down was on ths 4th of July of
1963 whun the Ambassador Nolting threw a party for the Indepen-
dence Day and it seemed like every military lsader end political
pargonality was attending Am=rican parties that day,

I received a message to meet with General Don, who
was Commander of I7ORPS at that time, and it was in a public
place, it was in the Caravelle Hotal downstairs whare they had
sort of & big dining room, a nightclub, and I was present with
General Don and his antourage apnd sveryhodv from the Diem
government was in the same place. The place was jam packed.

It was at that time on the 4th of July that I had the
first indication that something serious was being ccntemnlated
when General Non told me that if the Buddhist situation does
net get sattled that the military are wlanning. I reported
this fact, anl I believe it was around the 8th or 9th of Tulv,
that more indications -~ on the llth of July, Ngo Dien Hhu

called the Nenerals toyether for & staff mesting at tha General
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Estaff Headquarters and shockad them by telling them that he

jknsw of soms coup planning going on.by the Geserals.
13

; This scared ths Ganerals and other officers, needless to
say, that Ngo Dian Nhu would be complstely aware that there
‘was some dissidence in the ranks.

f Nothing happened much before the 20th or 2lst of August
‘of 1961, At that time ~- I have to go back a little bit.

We had had bonzes burning thamselves, and we had had local
press releases made by Madam Nhu that sometimes ware not too
‘wall recelved by the Americans and also auntagonized the
population.

On the night of the 21st of Augusat, Gensral Ton That Dinh,
as Military Governor of Saigon and Commander of the 3rd Corps,
had established a curfew. 1If I recall correctly, the curfew
was to start about 7:00 or 9:00 o'clock at night. Anybody
seen after that time would be seen -- after that would be shot.
And that night, elaments -~ later on, we didn‘t know at that
time, later on proving to be elaments of tha Special Forces,
which was the praetorian guard of Ngo NDien Nhu and the volica
dressed in military uniforms attacked the pagodas in Saigon.

Now what was very bad about this, Ambassador HNolting had
already been relieved and Ambassador Lordge was on his way to
take ovar. And Ambassador Lodge arrived on the 22nd or 23rd

of Auqust. I am not sure axactly of the date.

And he found tha+ Saigon was an armed camp.
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f Now, during this period of these attacks on the pagodas,
! H
]

ithere had been many contacts made by a lot of people to anybody

xwho would listen to them talking about doing somathing about
idoing away with the existing regime, I had talked with tha
t1different generals and on the one time in August -- I don't

i

qracall if it was the 23rd or 24¢th -- we received a cable which
i
t

;practically gave us the go ahead that this type of thing could
4

hag later been known as the famous Roger Hillsman cabla, which

. not continue.

]
i
i

Talking of type of thing, we're talking about the present

< - 'regime continuing as it was,

There was a lot of talk of coups. We had met with
Generals on differant occasions. I had met with tham, other
people had alsc. We had met with Colonels and junior officers.

.And we anticipated that thare would be soma type of action takern
"in the latter part of August,

If you will recall, or those of you who don't know, it
aborted at that time. It aborted becausa, one, thasy did not
have necessary forces, I am talking about the coup plotters,
did no% have the necessary forces to comhat those loyal to ths
Diem government, namely elements of the Marines, elemsnts of
the Rangers, the Presidential Guard, and other units, and
especially the Special Forces, which were the best-armed troous
available.

Also, they announced in the press that the CIA was pavin-
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|
;off or was paying to have a coup. This was a vary shrewd and

?calculating move on any man on the quality of Ngo Dien Nhu

‘who was a shrewd politician and also a mastar of psychclogical
warfare.

During the month of Saptember, there was stil]l more talk
?of coups and at that time, the month of September, I had been
%told by Ambassador Lodge that I was to monitor coup planning
?only. I wag not told to -- that I was to convey any messages.
jI had conveyed messages to Big Minh on two occcasions, General
iKhiem -= XK-h-i-e-m -~ on one occasion. I had met General
Khiem and Dilg Minh on another occasion.

On several occasions I had met General Don and other
military leaders.

In Suptambar, the latter part of Saptembur, thera had bheen
some reassessment of what had been going on.

I will say this, that I worked for Ambassador Lodge. 1
reportad to Ambassador Lodge and I received my instructions
from Ambassador Lodge. If thev ware cabled irstructions, he had
a vary good habit of not reading something. Iliw would fold a
piece of paper and what pertaipned to you for irnstructions he
would let you read that, and that alorne so that you didn'%
know who was sending it or where it came from. He just read
that, and he said %hose ars the instructions, do you understan!
them? Yes, sir: all right, 90 carry them ocut.

In Octoher -- I'm running over thess things in a hurry --
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!
in Octobar, the first part of October, I think October the

{34d or 4th, I was asked to contact Big Minh. I was by mysslf
]

and I contacted Big Minh at his hweadquarters.
At that time, Big Minh axplained to me that thay had had,
‘that there was going to be a coup d'stat, that they didn't want

[thia to be an American sponscred coup d'atat, thay wanted to bs

"assured of American backing, spescifically in the part where it

"comes to military and economic aid after the coup had been

.successful.

Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, could I interrupt for just
a second?

Senator Tower. Senator Baker.

Senator Baker. I%'s a terribly fine point, and I don't
mean to be critical, but could you elaborate a little bit on
what you understood him to mean when he Baid he did not want
it to be an Amarican~sponsored coup d'etat, but he wanted
assurances in advance of American economic and military support
after a successful coup d'etat.

Could you tell me how you make that distinction a little
clearer?

Mr, Conein. Yes, sir.

I had specific instructions from the Ambassador, and all
the instructions I received, Senator, before any meetina, I
was told exactly what I would say, and if I recall at that

time, I was told to go ahead to the meeting, and I have it herc
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in the papar -~ and I hate to rifls throucgh pap&r, but I could

answsr it if I could just -~

Now, what the General masant, he did not want .actual U.S.
participation in the coup d'atat. le did not want the U.S.

governmant to start ths coup d'etat. [e also outlinsd three

H

}general ideas, this was the first time that a leadar had

gmantioned the possibility of assassination. This assassinatio
iwas not of Diem., Thig was -- if they could not do anything, i
would ba the elimination of Ngo Dien Can who was the war lord
8
"in central Vietnam and Ngo Dien Khu,

At that time, Ganeral Minh d4id say that one of the alter-
nzative means was to eliminate Can and Nhu and keep Dlem. That
was one of the alternatives,

Senator Bakesr., Did they ask you for any support in
ialiminating elther of thesa people?

Mr. Conein. 8o, sir., T had never, and even right up
“to the very e&nd, T had never been asked for any resources
whatsoever to help or to aid in the elimination of any indivia

Senator Towesr. This was developed in some considerable
detail by Mr. Colby this morning and you migh% be intareste’
in reading the transcript.

Mr. Xirbow. T think, having intarrupted vou, approdri:tc
ir. Conein, could T ask you too, vou have placed, or penne”

& papar, nade a chronology of all of the evants immediatel-

‘preceeding and aftar the coup d'=ztat.
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1 Mr. Conein. Yes, sir,
2 ; Mr, Kirbow. Do you have a copy of that thare before you?
K j Mr. Conein. Yas, sir,
4" ? Mr., Kirbow. And you hava looked =zt the original, which

[ ?I hold hers?

6 % Mr. Conein. Yas, I have it here.

o j Mr. Kirbow. This has baen marked, Mr. Chairman, as

& (Conein Exhibit No. 1 and I ask at this time that the entiras
i

g ,document, as best avidence of what transpired at the tima, be

10 “placad in the record for future use by the Committae.

{
4

13 : Senator Tower. Without objection.

e {The documant refarred to was
1 marked as Conein FExhibit No. 1
14 for identification.)

14

1%

ne
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Mr. Kirbow., Please go ahead, Mr. Conein, with your

| summary.
|
j
‘document. This is my after action report that I wrote after

)
i

jthe coup d'stat.
i

Mr., Conein. To answer your guestion on this, 1 have the

ﬁ In this, it says: "Big Minh did not expect U.S5. government
f

isupport for himself or his colleagues for a coup d'etat but did

need U.S, government -assurancaes that U.S., govermment would not

jattempt to thwart his plans. Minh stated the nesd for continu-

o éation of American military and economic aid at the present
1 ' lavel.

"Minh outlined three plans under consideration by the fen-
arala: to assassinate Ngo Dien Nhu and Mgo Dien Can and to
keep President Diem in office. Two, have the military units
go into dissiden e against the qgovernment of Vietnam, encircle
and isclate Saigon. Thrse, direct military action against the

'military units in Saigon.”

Mr. Kirbow. Thank you.

Would you go ahead with your summary, please?

Mr. Conein. Under ins*ructions of the Ambassador, 1
accelerated my contacts in monitoring Hue and reported back
all times exactly what tha conversations were. Somatimes I had
as many as two or thres meetings. Primarily my meetings were
with General Don, who was the organizer in his position of

getting the commanders of differant military units committed

TOP SECRET
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to the coup.

You must undevrstand also, gentlamen, that thers were not

one coup plan. There wure several. Tha problem that was EaciRQE

ithe people who were making assessments of this was which one !

3

ihad tha most likely chance of succeeding? We were at the point
!
of no return. There was no chance of pulling back, bacause

ﬁthure was going to be a coup. The bast thing to do was to
%monitor and kweep the U.S, government advised of who the principal
!playars were and what their intentions were then and in the
i'!tut:ur:e.

It was an impossible situation, and also during this time
when it was getting down to the critical elemsnt in October, they
had to have assurances, the Gensrals had to have assurances,
that I was speaking for the Ambassador. Saveral attempts were
made to get these assurances, and it was practically impossible
because of security arcund the Generals, who ware already
suspect, it was almost impossible for anybody to approach then
at a reception, although they had intended to do this.

56 it wag arranged tha*+ the Ambassador éid give the
proper assurances that I wes speaking for him and that I was
acting upon his orders.

Mr. Xirbow. Now that was done abou* the 17th of October?

Mr. Conein. The 17th, 20th -- i% was in ths middle of

October it was assured tha+t I was speaking for them, for the

hmbassador, and that I wes carrying out his instructions.
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Mr. Kirbow. Could I call your attention to an entry in

[that document that wa discussed of 12 Octobar whers you s=e.
L 2

on page 5 and ask you to elaborate for the Committes about

“this referance to Secretary McNamara?

Mr, Conein. Yes,
Here it says that: "Captain Nguysn Quang Nguysen, Chief

of Opsrations, Armor Command, stated he was contamcted by two

diffarent coup groups during the weak of 5-12 October; the 8seacond

-aoup . group was headed by Lt. Colonel Pham Ngoc Thao" ==
Pham Ngo Thao was an offlcer, axtremaly capablas, axtremaly
brilliant, Unfortunately, he was killed latar, about a year
and a half aftar the coun. e was working with the Chiaf of
the Secret Police, Dr. -TeZan Khiem Tuyven, T u-y-a-n. nr,

Tuyen was the head of the President Diem's Sacret Police, the

1; +civilian part of the Secrest Police, and had heen so sincs

1955, but right at the time of th2 coup d'etat, Ngo Diem Yhu
becamé highly suspicious 'of him and had appointed him as
Consul Ganeral in Cairo and therefore Dr. Tuyan's group, it
was also an important groun, was left over to Colonel Tau,
and Colonel Tau was trying to hold toqether a group of dissident
individuals who ware also making their plans based upon the
direction of Dr. Tuven who untortunately never aot *o Cairo,
but he did get as far as Hong Yong and stayad thers.

So there werg different elemznts contacting ths same

‘groun.
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iIt was absolutely nacessary in the coup that the Armor was
|

“in, It was necessary that the Airborne was in. It was

y

|
i

;necassury that the proper military units, it was also necessary
‘that the Alr Force was in.

Now, the opposition forces wera the Praestorlian Guards,

. the Spacial Forces, and the Palace Guards, very weall-equipped
~and axtremaly well-armed and they were in Saigon. This

‘was the danger, because to make a confrontation directly in
that city would have blown the hell out of the city tha way
-these people shoot, I'm sorry to say. You.have to have a truck
of ammunition for each rifle that they shoot.

Mr. Kirbow, During this period of Octeber or about that
time, were you aware of the requests that were heing made on
the Ambassador and the Chief of Station to attempt to obtain
detailed plans of ths coup from ~-

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.

Mr. Kirbow. Were you instructed to take care of that?

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.

The request that had been made -- I agsumed, [ learnend
later on, I learned later on tha% they were being made by
Washington, I learned that they were made by Waghinoton --
was to have complete detail of the military oplan, the politice’
plan and their ideas for the future.

When I Qas talking at meetings -- rnow, I didn't go *o

mectings like here, gentlemen:; I had t0 sneak around and mcar

| TOP SECRET
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in a dentist's office and even had to have somes work done on

my teeth so that they could sea that I had reason -~ I mean,

ﬁthat's an example. I had to sneak around, as I had a very high
profile in Vietnam, sort of cover my tracks of why I was meeting
.and talking to these different individuals,
And I was told to try to procure these plans. I was
ipromised these plans, and they had a coup committees, and I
é1ea:ned aftarwards, I didn't know it at the time, that thare
was already dissidence within the coup group, the pecple who
were going to pull tha coup, and ona General didn't like the
other General. The best way I can describe it, if you had
three Vietnamese Generals sitting and talking to vyou, one
General would walk out of thes room to go to the john, two of
tham would tell you, don't trust that one and finallv the one
who would outwait the other ¢wo and there would be one left,
and he would say, don't trust those two. So it was a very
difficult situation, gantlemen. It was not one of these thinas
that you think just ran alonqg very smoothly.

It looks good in a report, but the frustrations of trvinns
to get the man to give you the things that he had promised
you, to try to deal with different personalities throuah one
man or two men, to get, was practically impossible.

In the latter part of Octobher, as I sav, I think that the
people back here in Washinagton figured out that 1 was being

set up for a patsy and there was a possihility that it would he

TOP SECRET
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1 }highly smbarrassing for the United States governmant in case

2 éthat it was found out that I had been set up as a patsy. They
lmade a rescommendation that somebody more seniocr to me and with
:

7 ' extensive militaryvbackgrounds should teke over from me.

oy Sanator Baker. Well, Mr, Chairman, why =-- maybe this was

6 %covered earlier -- but why did you say you were besing set

7 Eup?

8 % Mr. Conein. No, somabody back hers.

g ; Senator Schweiker. Why?

1c a Mr. Conein. Why? Because thsy couldn't understand why

A

'; .1 was getting all of the information. Obvipusly, if I'm gettina
1 this information of when we're going to plan and what is qoing
;¢ to happen, what units are qgoing to be, obviously somebody is
;o Setting me up for a patsy and would blame the United States
T AquﬁYRMcnt.
v Senator Baker. Who made that determination?

Mr. Conein. The peaple back hare thought 1 was being set
.- up for a patsy, s0 they sent a massagae to the Ambassador and

1. recommendad that a very capable officer and a personal friend

c of mine, General Dick Stillwell, would take over instead of

e

me. But when this was brought up to General Don and the coup

N

members, they said, no, we trust Conein, we don't want anvbhoilr

‘. else., So I continued.

G There was a plan to transfar me at the last moment. I wish

27 they nad. 1 wouldn’t be hars today, there would be somebody

TOP SECRET
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|

i Senator Baker. I have a cable toc fBaigon from McGsorge

gaundy to Lodge, I guess it is 24 Octobar., 1t =ays: “Eyes

ionly to L,odge and liarkins from Bundy. There may be danger,
jﬂhu attamptina entrapmant through Don's aprroaches to Conein.
i?aul quite strongly that Lodge and Harkins can stand back from
?any nonessential involvement. It seems wisme to maintain close
control ovsr meetings betwean Don and Conein.”

Is that the message that activated the disangagemant?

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.

Senator Schweiker. Was the othser tslanram we heard this

morning relatad to this a% all, or was that a different tine

Bequence, whereby we were warned tha+t we wanted to have nothin~®

to do with anything that asmacked of assassination?

Mr. Schwarz. That is right in the same tims period.

Senator Schweliker. Was that part of the patsy concern?

Mr. Conein. Oh, you're talking about that, on the 5th of
October, sir, or on the 4th. Thare 1ls one thing that you
misunderstand. Thera might be a twenty-four hour differencs
beacause we cross the interna*ional datelines, so I might say
the 3rd aud it would be tha {th.

Senator Schweiker. !ow does that wire fit into what we
are talking about?

Mr. Conein. All righ%, on tha 5th of Nctober meeting

between myscl? and General 2ig ¥inh, Duong Van Minh, at his

headquarters, at this point, Minh stated, and I read this over,

TOP SECRET
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1 jland outlined thres plans under consideration by the Generals

144]

to assuesinate Ngo Dien Nhu and Ngo Dien Can and o keep

|President Diem in office.

\ When I reported this to the Ambassgador, we had at that

5 :Etima an Acting Chief of Station by the nama of ” He,

6 Jon his own, talked to the Ambassador and made a reference that

'

o ;we should not -~ I didn't know this, but that we should not
H
i

eliminate the possibility of the assassination of Ngo Dien Can

g §and Ngo Dien Nhu, that this might preclude bloocdshed in Saigor.
1 ; He was, if I recall properly, quite severely raprimanded
1 %by then-iirector John McCone.

1 Senator Schweiker. Well, McCone wired --

1, Senator Tower. That is what triggered the Colby wire back

1; there, or McCone, which Colby zctually sent.

Mr. Schwarz. Are you testifying now from your review of

bt

1, the documents, or from what you knew at the time?
IR Mr. Conein. I am testifying from a raview of my after
action report.

Mr, Schwarz. But your after action renort does not menticn
the McCone cable.

"lr. Conzin. o. In my after action revcort there were a
lot of thinas left out. It would have to be a book, sir.

Mr. Schwarz. At the time, d4id you know 2f the MeCone
cable?

. Mr. Conein. I 4id not know, sir,

'. TOP SECRET
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1 Mr. Schwarz. Tha substance ©f it was not transmitted to j
2 ‘you either? ;
3 ? Mr. Consin. No, sir.
4 ; Mr., Schwarz., 5o to make that perfectly clear on the
5 Jrecord -
6 ﬁ Senator Schwalker. The substance of it was not?
” é Mr. Conein. The substanca of my stating the options, that
2 ?I knew.
G { Mr. Schwarz. You Xnew that had bsen communlcated to us?
) H Mr. Conein. Yas, sir.
}.?: Senator Schweiker. But vou did not know what option had
-.  been eliminated?
1 Mr. Conain. Ho, sir.
- Mr. Schwarz. You were not told?
v Senator Schweikar. And ye*: you were the key quy in the
v, ;coup?

Mr. Conein. I was not told at that point. I was told

[

la+er on about assassinations. I can't racall if it was around
the 20th of Octoher or when.

Mr. Schwarz. You were told by whom?

Senator Schweikar. What by whom?

4r. Conein. By Ambassador Lodga tha*t we would not tolerats:
or would not condone any assassira*ion.

Senator Schweiker. Was that within the same timeframe?

Mr. Conein. That was within a two-week timaframe, ves, sir.

-~
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1 Senator Schwaiker. And they ware your instructions then?
2 Mr. Conein. They were ny Ilnstructions then, sir.
k3 Mr. Schwarz. How did he convey that to you? Did ha do it

- be showing you a cable, or orally, or what fashion?

‘i

5 4 My. Conein. No, ha told this to me on a2 subsequent meetina

|
6 ithat I had with the Generals, sir.
[N

9 k Mr. Schwarz. UDid he instruct you to tell the Generals
il
g that tha United States .opposed assassination?

i,

3 R Mr, Conuin. Yes, sir.

10 ﬁ Senator Schweiker. And d4id you?

1y E Mr. Coneln. Yes, sir.

1t Senator Schwelker. And what was thelr reaction to that?
15 Mr. Cousin. Thz reaction was just, okay.

14 ‘ We're not talking now about a businesslike way of doing

15 | things. All right, you don't want it like that? Well, we'll

jr do it our own way anyway. They didn't say that, you know.

Senator Schweiker. That's what you got?

we wor't talk about it anymore.

. Mr. Schwarz. Does your aftaer action report say that you
passail tha*t massage on to Big Minh?

- “r. Conein., 1 don't recall -- no, it ‘doesn’t. I thirnk

that ~- all right, the report -- [ did not pass it to Big Minh,

re

-~ 1 passed it to Don.

PR Mr. Schwarz, Uoes vour after action report say that?

1? TOP SECRET

e Mr. Conein. They conveyed it, all right, you don't like it,



Prone tAsa 2027} 344-6000

c @ 40

7

t
]
T
% ¢ ronon

A antsey

W Lert

SR

no

n

&

9

1

36 37 g

Mr. Conein. No, it does not.

i Mr, Schwarz. Does your action report describe the mesting

|

gwhich you had with Don in which you say that you did pass it

:to him?

Mr. Conein. It describes a masting which I had with Don
%which I belisve was on the 24th in which this was brought up.
£It was in the alrport at 8:00 o'clock in the morning which
?confirmeﬁ that Gensral Harkins had been informed -- had told
Scnneral Don or to0ld the CGanerals, I don't know which cne he
Ehad told, that they would not support the coup and Don told
‘me that all plans ware complete and had bewn checked and

racheckred, and it was at this point that I said, you know, thev
don't go for this knocking off.

Mr. Schwarz. Well, the action report has about twenty-five
lines on that meeting?

Mr. Conein. No, sir, it has about fifteen.

Mr. Schwarz. Page 7, are we looking at the same ~-

Mr. Conein. We are looking now at page 6. It was at
that point,

How the sacond neeting of that day was when 1 was pressing
General Don, [ was more interested in the political plans than
I was of the actual goings on. This was a request that had
been levied on me by Washington, and what I wanted to do more

than anything «lse is qut before it haopened what their politice!

plans were.

TOP SECRET



746000@ 40 50 .,

Phnns (Ares 2071 $44-6000

AR N WAL

R

e

ERYTE B IR

e

-~

- TOP SECRET

38
37

Mr, Kirbow. Mr. Conein, is there any doubt in your mind

that you in mome way, conveyed to either Don or Big Minh the
;
fhmbassado:’s position regarding assassination?

Mr. Conein. ©Oh, I conveyed it to Don that they didn't go
jfor it. That is all.

ﬁ Mr, Schwarz. Why didn't you put that in the action report

B
H

which you made up in 19637

‘tell you truthfully. T never thought 1'd come up here and be
{

v
ﬁ Mr, Conein. I never thought 1'd come up here, sir, 1'll

~ asked that specific guestion, 80 there are some things left

> ¥out of my after action report, such as when we drank beer

_together or something like that. I left & few things out.

But this -~ I never though® I would he here answering that
specific question. If I had known that then, I assure you it
would have been in there in capital letters.

Sernator Baker. Mr. Chairman, can I ask ons general ques-
tion?

Senator Tower. Senator Baker.

Senrator Baker. 1 apologize, I am sure that this must
‘have beern covered in previous testimony, but Mr, Conein, what
did vou conceive your job to be in Vietnam at this time?

Mr. Conein. My job was to convey *he orders from my
Ambassador and tha ipstructions from my Ambassador to the
peonle who were planning the coup, to monitor those individuels

‘who were planning the coup, to get as much information sc that

' TOP SECRET
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1 lour government would not be caught with their pants down. |

Senator Baker. Did you, in fact, agree not to thwart

i
& 4the coup and in fact to supply economic and military assistance
3 ;if the coup succaesded?
i #r. Conein. Yes, sir, I did,
6 1 Senator Huddleston. May I expand on that just a moment?

Ssnator Tower. Senzator Huddleston?

|
g % Senator Huddleston. Did you conceive your obiective to
|

Mr. Conein. No, sir,

1 Senator Daker. Did you cornceive it to be to promote a

1! coup but to preserve deniability?

i Mr. Conein. MNo, sir, I did not sse that I was to promote

15, & coup. The coup was golng to happen.

[

Senator Nuddleston. You were just an observer?
s Mr. Conein. I was an observer and I was a liaison between
my governmant and the people who were plotting the coup.
: Senator Mondale. Did you discuss the possibility of
discouraqging the coup?
Yr. Con=2in.  No, sir.
Senator Mondale. Why?
Mr. Conein. Because in the monitoring of an incident,
if you start in & negative -~ Jdid not, for axample, encouraue
2. them ror did I discourdaqe them in tha sense of answering

z: ?your question, sir. But I did not go in and say, oh, I think

TOP SECRET
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said, becausa I would then bs cut off and

Ethis is bad, oh, I think this is ewful on

be blinded.

40

everything that they

Senator Mondale. I understand that, but whan you mat with

‘them as you did --

i

i

Mr, Conein. Yes, sir.

Senator

Mondale.

-~ when you assured tham that ware there

"a coup they would be assured of support, were you not in fact

ﬁﬁncouraging the coup evan though you say you were neutral, but

iif you do it, these things will happen?

|

Senator

Schwaelker. Senator Mondale, ynu missed -- there

ment passad on instructions to go ahead and have

that was the

all.,

the CIA anl! DO took an official position in opposition to

Senator

Senator

Senator

Senator

Senator

Senator

topple Diem,

siem had to go and their function

arder of the day.

Tow2r. I think to clarify this --
Mondele. I3 that the Hillsman ~~
Schweiker., The Hyannis Port wire.
Mondale. May I look at that wire?

Schweiker. Just show it to Senator

- 'was a wire this morning clearly establishing the 5tats Depart-

a coup, and

Mondale,

that's

Towzr. What was brought out this morning was that

bu%t the State Department took a contrary View that

nolicy was to inform thenm.

Incidentally, we hazd lifted PL 4840, the

TOP SECRET
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commercial import program ¢o show our displsasure at the Diem

i

government. What they were doing was telling the plotters that

(if they were successful that this would be restored.

Is this essentially correct, Mr. Conein?
é Hr. Conein. Yes, sir.
; Sir, whan I did receive the information on the 24th or 26th,
ﬂl forgat the date, August, which was the famous Hillsman
écabla. 1 convayed the points of that message to the coup

i

;plotters. I did not take those back at all during any time.

i

! Senator Huddleston. One other question that Mr. Colby

;answared this morning, but I'd like your opinion, if there had
been no interest in the United States in deposing Nism, would
there hava been a coup?

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.

Senator Huddleston. You think they were going ahezd?

Mr, Conein. I think thers would have been, sir. The
catalyst that started that was what haopenad between the
Buddhistsg -=-

5enator Schweiker. Who started th: Buddhist thing?
Which --

Wr. Conein. The Diem goverament.

Senator Schweiker. And whv, knowing what you assassed,
which was they were a8 neutral elsment and all of a sudden
thev're antagenistic politically, why did they do it?

Mr. Conein. This I never could understand, I was up thers

s orAnDerTr
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1 |jths day before. Now you're asking for my opinion.

o

My opinion was that thay had a chance to get out of it

iand gat out of it very gracefully within the first ¢two waaks
4 %after the 8th of May incident in Hue by meating the demands of
5 épayinq off the families of thoss people who were killed when
& 1the military attacked the pagodas in Hue. If this would have
7 |been done, I think that we would have been much batter off.

Again, this is my personal opinion.

Senator Schweiker. If I can interrupt for one more

Lo

143 minute --

11 ; Senator Huddleston. Go right ahead.

1o Serator Schweiker., Ypu said that you thought this was a
17 ﬁkay, did 1 understand, sort of the turninag point of the war?
1 ’ Mr. Conein. o, sir. This was the turning point of the
1:',;x::l:L‘:ix:z:xl situation, sir.

Senator Schweiker. 1 see.

¥r, Conein. HNo%t the war.

Senator Schweiker. But it could have subsequently affected
the cutcome of the war by messing up the stability of the
political establighment, is that right?

Mr, Conein. Yes, sir.

Senator Schweiker. Thank you.

Senator !ud:dleston. You mentioned that Madam %hu had been
making some inflamatory statemasnts that were unsettling to the

oy

.. people. Were you raferring to the people of Vietnam or the

TOP SECRET
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Ipoople of the United States?

b
a4

I

”making, somsthing to tha effect, why nnt let them burn

I recall some very anti-Buddhist stataments that she was

themselves up, or whatever?

Mr. Conein. Yes.

B Sanator Huddleston. Vary unsympathatic.

Mr, Conein. Very unsympathstic. This upsets -- the reasons
rbeing, tha Buddhists are not ~-

Senator Huddleston. Are you referring to the Vietnamese
people?

Mr. Conein. I am referring to the Viutnamese people.

The peonle themsalves, they claim to be 89 percent Buddhist.

What happeaned, peonle who had never gone to a padgoda after
she started making statements to the effect that shs'd like to
furnish some mustard at a bonzes barbecue, or something to
that effect, this made peopla want to identify themsalves
against the regime and so they would go.

Seriator Huddleston. And this was the principal reason that
the Unitad States felt that they had to get rid of the regime,
or one of the reasons?

Mr. Conein. Oh, I don't know what we were thinking back
here. [ was out there. Dut it was an intolerable situation
where you had a Prasident who had a Catholic regime and I
hapven to be Catholic myself, sir, but who were being oppressive

‘against another religicus group in the middle of a war.

TOP SECRET
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Senator Huddleston. And you think that was the catalyst

i

'that got the coup started?

Mr. Conein. This was the action I think was the catalyst

lthat brought down the Diam regime.

f

Mr. Rirbow. Mr. Conein, was it the genaral opinion amona

ﬁyou and your associaztes in the Agency and the State Department
cofficials thers, the country taeam, so to speak, that the true

'

'power in the government at that time was the brother and his

wife or tha two brothers and not Diem?

|
|
|

Mr. Conein. Well, yes, sir. Wwhat had happensd was, it

= ! was becoming obviocus to those people who wers keeping abreast

“of the situation, nct only within the State NDapartment, but
also within USAID and JUSPOW and other government -entities
out there that Diem had been out of touch with reality and was

not getting the true facts, that everything was beina channeled

- tthrough his brother Nhu. The control of the Republican

Youths, which was based on the Hitlerian Youths, with nice
blue uniforms, Hadam Nhu was the Chiaf of the Womarn's Solidarity
Movement, they had the Female Republican Youths, they controlled
the civil quards, they controlled the praetorian quards, the
Special Forces, they controlled a vast Secret Police mechanisr
cand all of this, including the police, was all wder one man's
contrcl. This was Lgo Dien Nhu.

In central Vistnam, Ngo Dien Can, the brother of Nao Dian

Dienm, was the actual war lord and no*hing happened up there

TOP SECRET
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without his persconal approval.

S50 what you had, you had a Catholic regime superimposed

land running all of the political, sconomic and military entities .

in the nation and then supprassing what, quote/unquote, was

considered the majority religious group in the country.

Senator Schweiker. The bBuddhists?

Mr. Conein. The Buddhists.

Sanator Tower. Waeren't tha Duddhists themsalves fraction-

alized?

«

Mr. Conein. Sir?
Senator Tower. Weren't there two or three different
principal sects of the Buddhists?

Mr. Corein. Oh, there ware many principal sects of the

Buddhists. There were three or four different sects, of

coursa.

Scnator Tower. Was this just one sect they ware dealing

with, or all of tham?

Wr. Conein. Once this happened that there was an attack

on the paegodas in Hue and followed up by an attack in Auaust

on the pagodas in Saigon, this consolidated all the factions

of the Buddhists, 50 they bacame a political entity which thay
had never been before.
Senator Baker. Mr, Chairman, we have a vote in progress.
Sznator Mondale. Can I ask one guestion?

Your background in Yietnam went back many years. You knet

TOP SECRET
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{many of thase lataer laaders, Generals, vou were working with

much earliar in their carsers.

; Mr. Conein. Yas, sir.
it Senator Mondala. And you spoke Vietnamese?
| Mr. Conesin., I spoke it very badly, but I spoke it. 1

f

i
i

i
}spoke French fluently.

Senator Mondale. But you were picked, I gather, for this
it

?liaison work because of this unique, longstanding personal
frelationship with these people.

i Mr. Conein. I assume so. I hope things work that way,
‘Senator.

Senator Mondale, 'Wall, that was the ldea, and then you
met with them frequently?

Mr, Conein. Yes, sir.

Senator Mondale. And durina those occasions when they
were discussing thaelr feelinas about Diem and those around him
and the nezed for chance, the coup and 80 on, 4id they bring
up assassinations as a possibility?

Mr, Conein. No, sir.

Senator Mondales. They never did thae?

Mr. Conein. The only time that assassination was brought
up was at the meeting I had with Big Minh as one of the options
that he was considerina, in October of 1962,

Sena<or Mondale. "as that the one whz2re he was considerino

whu and someOne else?

TOP SECRET
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i 1 Mr. Conein. Yen.
L
g 2 Sanator Mondale. But not Diem?
E z Mr. Conein. Not¢ Diem, ves, sir.
M 5 Senator Mondale. But they nevar once suggested assassina-
5 !tioa of Diem while you wers thera?
6 Mr. Conasin. No, sir, not at that time.
7 Sepator Towar. Gentlemsn, why don't wa guspend and all go
& lvote and coms back?
9 i {A brief recess was taken at 3:26 p.m.)
]
3 <! i
3 .
N 1l
. 5
2 .
¢ :
3
14
i
Bl
~ 4
1:
5 .
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Senator Tower. Let me suggest to the Committes that we

;ullow Mr. Conein to proceed with his summary and than, before
| .

Jbe in that summary and it might allow us ¢to get through our

4

ﬁbusiness in a little more ordarly fashion.
il
| So if you would procsed, Mr. Conein.

¥ Mr, Conein. Thank you, sir.
: In the latter part of Octoher, specifically the 28th of

I
~Octobur, I was informasd by General Don to convey to the

[
‘.dAmbassador, Amhassador Lodge, that they were ready to have a

S!ccn.xp and that one, that I was to stay homs and await further
orders, that the coup would be accomplishud before the 2nd
of Novamber.

At that time, Ambassador Lodge was preparina to return

to the United States for consultation with the President of

the United States. Anmbassador Lodge made that known to me that

"he was coming back to the United States.

Genaral Don requested that I convey to the Ambaassador thar

he do0 not chang2 his plans to lewave on the i1lst of October to

come back for consultation to the United States bucause if he

did chang= his plans that this might ba a signal to the President%

and thu that something was qoing oa.

I don‘'t know why, but the plans wiare changed and Admiral

Felt, CINCPAC Commander, came to Vietnam and landed and had an

intarview with the Presidant that moraing, the day that the coun

TOP SECRET
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iwas going, or coming off.
: The coup started I believe here on the 3lst. It was the ’
1lat of NHovember in Saigon. At approximately noon on the

‘1st of November, I received an emigsary telling me that I am to
-move. I was changing into uniform whan the sacond emissary came
Eand said that I was to proceed immediately par previously
‘arranged plans to the Joint General Staff Headquarters.

I had at that time a military jeep, a Vietnamasa driver,
two radic sets, a bag, an extra-large briefcase, and I was
armed with a2 .38 revolver. This was for my own personal
protecticn becausa it was & short-nosed rasvolver, and you
zouldn't hit anything further than two fret away from you.

My driver, who was a Vietnameses sergeant who had been
detailed to ma by the military, was arme? with a .45.

We proceeded from my rasidence and about 1:00 o'clock in
the afternoon and on the way to -~ or the moment I got the
signal that the coup was on, I got onto my radio sets and
alerted the Embassy through a voice code which I had and another
voice code which had been prearranged, to let them know I was
safe.

1 pracseded to the Guperal Staff Headquarters, and there
was firiae going on batween tha Special Forces unit that was
righ% next to the Ceneral Staff leednuarters and some of the
elements, the troop elements, at the General Staff Headquartars.

I arrived at the General Staff ileadquarters approximatel-

TOP SECRET
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3:30 ip the afterpoon. The coup was then on.
At the Gesneral Staff lisadquarters theras was Teneral Big
Minh, General Littla Minh, General Don, GCaneral Khiem, General

Le Van Kim, Colonel 'Lam . -~ well, a lot of military officers.

fnest 0f them wara of the General Staff and no unit commanders

themsalvaus.

'
¢

Upon arrival I was with the Generals and they told me,

H

%Biq Minh told me that they only had a couple of officers that

they ware in doubt of who had not committed thamsalves yet, hu*

g
~that it was in progress. Thev startaed the attack ard it kep*

‘on going about 4:00 o’clock in ths afturnoon -- I hava it hera
in my nctes, but I'm trying to recall it without referring to
my notes -- our first call came in, maybe 1:00 or 4:00 o'cloch

in the afternoon, when they called Prasident Diem and asked

him to surrender and if he would surrender that they would qive

him sanctuary and allow him to escapzs from the country.

This was refused.

About the same time or e little afterwards, there was the
communications hetween fmbassador Lodae and President Diem,
was in beth radio an:! telsphonic contact with the Imbassy and
keeping them posted 0f *he units, the personalities and what
was transpiring. 1 was to convey, one of the first messaqges !
was tC ccnvay was thae thay did po: want any U.5. milisary
officer cr advisor with any of the attacking units. They dif

a0t want any American oparticipation within the coup.

TOP SECRET
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They automatically closed down the airport as they always

.do in a coup and proceeded to attack the Caentral Polics

‘Headyuarters, take over the radioc station, and gat into the

PTT which controllad the communications.

This was very unfortunate, because when they did this ~-
prior to the coup they had taken out the, I don't know, the
telephone terminals and in tha process, instead of leaving mv
tulephona into my home open they had disconnected it. They
would only leave the Embassy lines open 8o therefore I was not
warned until practically the last minuta to proceed. Thay had
been trying to get ahold of me since about ar hour hefore thav
finally got in contact with mse.

And the coup, different units or differsnt elaments, had
committed themsslves and had progressed. We ware not sure til!
about 1:00 o'clock the followirg morning tha+ the coup had
been successful. At that time, 1t became quite obvious. There
had been <three or four communications between President Diam,
Ngo Dien Nhu, with the General Officers, each time Diem refusec
to speak to ig Minh.

And on several occasicns I woul? warn the Embassv that
certain shellings were gcoinag to take place, or bombinas by
aircraft was going to take place at a cer*ain time, to alert
Americen parsonnael who micht be livina around the area to watch
out or stay under cover hecause they were firing 1N5's in the

center of the city.
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! We had no American casualty, wounded or killed, during this |
coup. I am talking from the American side, now. The Vietnamese |

suffered about 100 daad.

! At about 6:00 o'clock the following morning -- this is the
ﬁpart where it gets to the point where what we are discussing is

i
ﬁmost important ~- about 6:00 o'clock in the morning just as dawn

‘was coming up, all of the officers that were in the coup and soma

|
|
|

i

Ehangars on who, I don't know how they got there, they were all
}standing out, including myself, we were standing out on the patio
;

:Of the Joint General Staff Headgquarters. At that time, there

;. +had been soma discussion going on among tha Generals and

WARE A PA

[ )

o2
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~

.Colonels who were there about what *hey were going toc do now.

I only heard of one officer who was qulite adamant about
the slimination of Presidant Diem &t that time. This officer,
who is now dead, a General by the neme of Le, L-e, who was a
former Chief of Police under Diem in 1955 or ‘56. He was for
the killing of Diem.

At about 6:41 or 6:30 or 6:47, a talenhone call came in
from Di=m, We still assumed that Diem was at Gailong Palace -~
G=a=i=l«o=-p=g. And it was at this point that Diem +alked to
Big Minh for th=s first %ime,

Hle asked for full honors if -~ he wanted %0 capitulate,
but ne wanted to have full honors. Biag Minh renlied to the
President that he could not auarantae full honors, if and

Aduring thz time tha+ Vietnamaeses wers atill ¥illing one ancther.
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Diem, somathing to the sffact, said that he would order

cwase fire at the Palace. My recollection is it was about 10

‘ TOP SECRET"
|

iminutes to 7:07, mayba 10 minutss to 3:90. Now I had been up

all night long, I had been working with this for a long time,

.80 1 can't say the time exactly, but it was around that time.

3 There was a cease fire and ths pasople gquit firing. At this

. 8tage, there were four armored cars and 113's ar escort of
military police proceeded immediately from the Joint fensral
Staff Headquarters toward Gailong Palace. BRig Minh, with his

%aidu, Captain Nhung, got intoc a sedan and with MTS Corps want

out the hack road from the Ganzral Staff lleadnuartars toward

the back of *he golf coursa and took a differant road from the

armorad cars that went down Cenqg Le.

The armored column was commanded by a “Mainr Bang -- B-a-n~

g -- who had been a former Province Chief a+ pa Lac Province

They procseded to the Palace and they started searchina

the placs. About an hour lacer -- and this is the part that is

important -- when Rig Minh luft, General Non and “eneral %hier

and Le Van Kim were 3till at the Ganeral Stzff Headquarters:

wes T, At this point, they proceeded to *ake the piccures of

Diem down, covaer the Statue %hat was out ir front of the Tenerdl

Stafl Headauartars and thay *ook all telenhons lines out and
reverted tc radic communication, and I would like to nut ons
thing into nlace. ‘lgtween the telephone call at f:17 or A:27

in the moraing and the secondd telenhone call which came at 1
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minutes to 7:00 from Diem, I was askaed by Big Minh and Don to
gat an alrcraft. I called the Fmbassy -- I still had talephone

communication -~ I called the Embassy and T spoke to Mt.'

;.Mm was then Acting Chief of Station and who had baen up

all night also. And I told them that it looked like Diem and
Nhu wars going to surrender and that I nesdad an aircraft,

I was reminded that the United States government had no

. Junta; secondly., that Presidant Diem would be taken to the

" first country that offered him asvium; thirdly, that +hey did

not waat the aircraft to land in a country other than the
country that was going to give asvlium, For sxample, and I am
just setting this as an sxample, asgume that France was the
first country to grant President Diem asylum. They did not warn*
an aircraft thes would have to land, say in PDalhi, or Carach:

or Teiran or anyplace else where Diem would gst out and start
forming a government in exila.

Senator Baker. Was there any airplane that would fly *hat
far?

My, Conmin. Yes, sir. W2 had C-1310's. They could not
fly that far. Wa had KC~133's, and I was told tha+t thev coul
not yYet an airvcraf+ for twenty-four hours, rherefore i% was uo,
and the nearcst KC-135 was in Suam, and thay could not aet en

aircraft for ~wanty~-four h“ours.

' 1 informed both Tenszral “inh and eneral NDon tha* T zoul?l
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1 inot get an aircraft for twanty~four houra, and -- so whan Big

2 Y Minh had gone, General Don was preparing for the recsption of

» itthe President and his brothur. We started -- I wasn't doing it,

‘but we got troops in and wa cleanaed up the whole area, policed

5 }it out and brought in a large table with green felt on it and

:they were preparing to call in the Press so that they would have

o

9 ﬁcoverage of Diem rasigning.

& % Vice President Tho -- T-h-0 -~ was to be tha new Premier
9 gof the goverament and he was to accept the rasignation and he
IR kwould then bwcome the head of the govarnment.

i f The thing, the most important fact that thev were afraid

s.- of was that they woulrd not be accepted to other novernments,
3. "would not be recoqnized, so they wanted a ltegal transition.
14 Also, they prepared to house both Diem and Nhu in the General

Staff lieadquarters under proper security. That was the wav it

*

1r, was at the time I departed, when they said -- General Don told
.-+ ‘Me they were brirging in the Press and 1 saw movie cameras an‘
wVerything coming in, and I said this 15 the time for ma to ocavr
out, and I waent hone.

I 5% home, oy then my %elephone was re-established and
g0t & telephone cell, come to the Embassy. [ went to the
Fmbassy and I wes informed that 1 had to find Diem. I was +:1.-a1
ard fed un and 7 sald, who gave those orders. Thev let me kniw
that those orders fams from *he President o° the United States.

S0 1 went back ocut o *he feneral Sta¥ff Headquarters,
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@the office upstairs and the Officer’'s Club at the General Staff

]

getting there about 10:15, 10330 in the morning. In the meantime,
|

|
1

they had moved the group from the Genaeral Staff Headquartars to

"Haadquarters which was right off of the entrance to tha Generzl

Staff Headquarters.

4 The Ministars of the former government were all, except

_one, present and had turned over to the junta, and they ware in

"the process of being talked to and the questioning them and what

have you. I walked in and I saw Genaral Bia Minh -~ I saw all

" the Gensrals, sverybody elsa, but I saw Genural Nig Minh's aid,

because General Big Minh and Le Van Xim ware talking to Minis-
ters, to former Ministers of the govaramant,

1 told the aids that I wanted to talk to tig Minh and he
gaid, what it is about, and I said I wanted to know where Dimm

"was. Big Minh came over and I z2xplained to him that it was
important to the Unitad States government to know the location
of President Diem. Big Minh told me they committed suicide.

I looked at him, and I said, whare. HYae sajd they were i:
the Catholic Church at Cho Long, and they committed suicide.

I #4ink 1 lost mv cool at tha* point, hecauses [ think !
twld Bilg Minh, look, veu're a Raddhilst, I'm a Cathalic., ¢ -
comuittaed suicide at tha* church arnt the priest holds Mass
tonight, thet story won't hold water. I said, whuere ars the' .

iz said thev are &t the Teneral Staff Headquarters, bheh-r

the TNeneral Staff ifleadquarters, <did 1 want %0 see them. Apn?

TOP SECRET
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jsaid no. He said, why not? And I said, wall, if by chance ons
|
lof a million of the psople balieve you that they committed

suicide in Church and I see that thaey have not committed sulcide

and I know differently, %hen if it ever leaks ocut, I am in

.trouble. I refussd to bes a witness to i%.

They had been killed.

I returned to the Fmbassy and so reportad and a messags
\was sunt back to Washington immediately that they ware dead,
that they ware at the Ganeral Staff Headquarters.

Mr. Kirbow. Ixcuse ma, Mr. Conein. Did vou report that
they had committed suicide as thay had told vou at the Embassy
or did you renort what you actually knew?

Mr. Ceonsin. I reported exactly was I said, that ‘I was
told that they committed suicide but T refused ¢o witness how
thoy had .died, bacause I didn't want to get mvself Jdnvolved
in their death, period.

Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, I'm not quite sure how vou
can coafirm or deny how thev could have committed suicide in
“he church if their bodies wera at the General S+aff ltead-

guarters?

#ir. Conein. Well according to thae criginal story <hat *iew

gave out that they hoth committed suicide in the church --
Senator Naker. How could you have *old cr not :ola by
looking at th: bodies? what Adifferencsa would it have made?

Mr, Consin. I %now the Vietnamese wull encugh, Sanator,

TOP SECRET
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:‘:. 1 ) that they leave & lot of marks on peopla.
@ : H
g 2 ? Senator Baker. S50 you don't have any doubt in your mind?
E o Mr. Conein. Oh, no, sir.
4 | Mr. Kirbow. Did you latar ses the pictures of the body?
5 ? Mr. Conein. I saw thes pictures in, I think, a few days
& i';o.f't.c:r:wa.rds’.. I saw the pictures of it and then thare werse the
7 ;gpicturas of it being handed around.
IS é Senator Mondale. D14 they tell you that they had taken
G :;poison?
] : Mr. Conein. Wall, no, thsy just told me that they had
. committed suicirde. I didn't want to delve intc it.
J
? "r, Kirbow. wWould you tell the committes the nature of the
.
§ apparent deaths from the photoyraphs?
1
Mr. Conein. Oh, yes. Diwsm had been shot and hs had a
~bloody face and his head was turned over to one side and it wds
obvious that his hands had been tied behind his back.
Ngo Diem tthu had multiple wounds and also vou could tell
that he hazd been stabbed many times, besides heing shot. You
é coald tell, and by the running of the blood.
; : Mr. Kirbow. nNid yon la*er determine in some manger to vyoour
g own knowledyge how the deaths aceually occurred?
; : Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.
E . My. Xirbow. wWould you tell the Committee?
é ; “Mr. Conein. This is something I swore I would never tel'.
3

1t appuared, first of all, when Diem and Nhu were noina t:

“ea
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Jmake confesaions at the church, they ware using a telsphone 1inej
i {

ab]

%which they could contact, through the Palace switchboard, so it

R I%would appear that they weras still in the Palace and sometne, I

3 don't know who, reported where they wera,

[ ; Senator Towser. So they werse actually in the church at

6 £Cho Long?

= Mr, Conein. Yes, sir, they were in the church. As you

= >go in -- you don't know it, but Ngo Dien Nhu was a chaln smoker,

o gcontinuously smoking, &nd he was ocut in the yard, the little

e §icourtyard thay have around the church, and hs was walking around

- sand he and his brother wers walking back and forth, they had
'one aide with them,

Mr. Schwarz. Not in custody of the Generals?

Mr, Conein. Not in touch with the Generals, but somebody
reported it.

First of all, you must understand ~- now this is specula-
tion on my part now: I'm not saying how it happenwed, bacause !
don't know how this part happened in fact, but they had so man«
pictures of Diem hung up on public buildings and in every of"i1u:
and his picture was all over, llke Ho Chi Minh's picture was
all over Saiqgon now, i* was all over, so therefore, he was vu: -
well Known, plus peonle had seen him, they kpow him, 80 i+ wer: =
very Aifficalt for anybody to spot him and make a report.

Seneral Mai Huu Xuan and then-Colonel, later “ensral,

NDuong ‘lgoc Lam took off with armored cars and want to the mhav o

| TOP SECRET
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&Thara is a littla bit of differsnce of opinion as to exactly

Ewhat happensd, as exactly what happened at the church.

i Mai Huu Xuan reported to the Prasident, saluted and told
him o get into the armorad car. Mgo Dien Nhu protested and
;asked for a2 sedan, and this led to an arqumant. Anyway, thay
ﬁwere shoved into the armored car and were told by the commander

?cf tha column, who was Colonel Lam, that they had to uss the

:armored car for thair physical protectiocn.

; Senator Tower. Was that Colonel Lam, was he latar ICORPS
f:Cor:\:mndv:xr?'
Mr, Conein. No, s8ir, this was a Aiffurant Lam. Duong
Ngoc Lam was a fat little guy who wore a moustachs who used
to command the civil guard, later bacame a “ensral, yves, sir,
but he was not ths ICORPS commander, ‘Ya's also deaad now.
Auyway, they weres coming back with the columpn, who were
in radio communications with Big Minh and his antourage and
when thay found out, when Big Minh found out that they were
prisonuers, he gave an order *o his aide, Captain Nhung, and
Captain “hung killed them, in the armored car. The bhodiss wers
taken directly to the fieneral Staff leadnuarters and later on
in *the afternoon they wara ramoved from tha Genaral fta“f
Vaadaquarters to Clinique St¢. Paul.
Segnator Towar. Ware they killed right a®ter they ware pnt

into the armored car?

Mr, Conein. Yo, thev wera killed on tha wav back, when

TOP SECRET
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IBig Minh's group, with his aide, crossed the columnn, halted it,

and Captain Nhung stepped into it and killed them.

’

Now oth

er people who were in the armored car, I assume --

fdo not know who 4id the stabbing wounds or anything elsa. I do

[N

Sknow ths two were killed by Captain Nhung.

|

i

I

We knew

this within a mattar of hours, sxactly what

Nhappaned. and I reported it and it was reported back here at

fnaudquarters exactly what happaned.

i)

"

N

“order that they be killed?

That is

Sanator

dr. Con

the story, sir.

Huddleston. Do you know that Big Minh gava the

ein. I have it on very good authority of vary

Many PeopPle that 0ig Minh gave the order, not only of -- oune

thing
until
South

reCog

I ¢an

say, Senator, is that I kept contact with the jur*z

the day that the United Statas officlally recognized tha

Vietnamese government. There were several countries that

nized,

and I was acting as the liaison officer for the

Ambassador to the junta during this period of approximately ten

days or two weeks.

Senetor

NMuddleston. I3 it true that Bia “inh and the

Generals had made a definite aspointment with the Gsnurals to

COMe

der?

to the

Palace, at which time Presidant Diem would surrer-

“r. Conein. Mo, they dida’t make a definite appointmer*.

Senator

Huddleston. They didn't go to the Palace expec*ii -

TOP SECRET
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tho £ind him?

| Mr. Conein. Yes, Big Minh went by himself, He had Phen

|

‘who was in the armored column. I can say that about an hour

{Ngoc Tau who knaw the Palace the best, Major Bang -- B-a-n-g --

rafter thay left, Major Bang came back and I asked Major Bang,
éwhom I had known up in Hanoil back in 1945, I asked him, I said,
%what were your orders? And he sald, tha ordars going through
éthc Palace was that we were not *o fire unless we were fired
iupon. And I said, wall, did you find them? And he said, no
awe didn't find tham yet. They had not known at that time where
vthey Wole.
Senator Huddleston. They expected him +o be at tha Palace?
Mr. Conein. They expectad him to be at the Palacas. Fverv-
body assumed, including myself, that thay wre at tha Palace.
Senator Huddleston. Is it your judgmant that at that time
that they had expected to teke them peacefully?
Yr. Conein. Yes, sir.
Sanator Yuddleston. And to send them out of the courtrv?
Mr. Conein. What was goinag to transpira was that thev were
yoinag to take them peacefully. Dig Minh himself, as the leedsr
of the junta, was to take escort them back tc the Teneral
S5taff ifleadqurters where they would have the green table xud
President Diem was to sign over power to the Vice President.

Thuy Were going to beg hald until I could get tha aircraft, an!

then they were going to be flown out of the country, because

TOP SECRET
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mmediately after the signing that Diem would get through the

Senator Huddleston. Then what reason do you believe that
Diem laft the Palace? Was it to go to tha church, or was hs
really attempting to slip -~

Mr. Conein. ™o, sir, we didn't find this out until

aftarwards, because it was very baffling. I don't know how

they got out., Everybody talked about secret tunnels: thare
wers sacret tunnels. There was a passage, beacause the Gailong
Palace -- now you have to understand that the Doc Lap Palace,
D-o-c L=a=~p, Was the Pregsidential Palace hafare the new Onse was
made, that belonged to the Emperor Bao Dai. The administrative
the French Governor General's palace was in failong Palace.
When the Palace was bombed in February of '62 bv the two
Viaetnamese Alr Forc=z pilots, they moved out of that Palace arn?
took over the Gailono Palaca.

The Gailong Palace was right behind tha Saigon City Hall,
which was then, when it was ccnstructad, was run by the French.
Well, between the “overnor Taeneral's Palace, which was tha
Gailony Palace, and the City lHall was about & hal€ a bloeh,
What they had was a passage underneath, just like you have her=z,
so that servants won't have to go out in the hot noonday sun
ard get a paper signed, they could go underneath.

and wha* President Diem and Nhu and his aide did was to

TOP SECRET
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jdown through that, walk out in front of the City Hall, got into

an automobile and drove on up to Mai Tuyan's house in Choldlon.
Senator lluddlaston. What I'm trying to determine was what
their motive was? Ware they in fact trying to svade being

apprehended, or were thay going to church?

Mr. Conein. Sir, there ara a lot of things not:in this report

Scne of them is the Operation Bravo, and I hate to get into this

1
;
i
!

R

B

it
H

thing, Bravo I and Bravo II.

Senator Huddleston. All I want to know is were they tryinc

to avoid --

Mr. Consin. %Yo, sir, because first¢ of all, thay thouaht,

when the coup started, that {t was their coup.

Senator lluddleston. Well, according to other
information --

Senator Schweiker. Wait a minute. You lost me,

Senator Huddleston. According to other information ~--

Mr, Conein. Yes, sir.

Senator Huddleston. -~ they had made an arrangement with
Big Mirh that thev would be at the Palace at a certain time,
artl that Big Minh should come and take them and that they woul!
pracefully surrender and that they would be given passaqe out
of tha zountry.

Now as I understand i4, Bic Minh and the rolumn that vou
talk about, the armored cars, went to the Palace with that

assumption they were going to be there.

TOP SECRET
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1 I Mr. Consin. Yes, sir
2 ‘ Senator Huddleston. When they arrived, they wers not !
& §there.
5 é Mr. Conein. That's right, sir.
5 5 Senator Huddlaston. They did not know whare thay were?
6 H Mr. Conein. No, sir.
7 Senator Huddleston. The conclusion I draw ls that this

t
iwas a breach of faith, and that it.angered the Generals, and

, because of that, when they did find them, they killed thaem.
il

il

;. 'Now is that accurate or no+?

v

Mr. Ccnein. Tha+ is a very accuratm way of descrihing it,
the reason being i3 tha4, 1f I can make a personal ohservation,
3ig vinh is a very proud man and thosa of you who have haen %o

12 Southeast Asia know that facse is very important, and at the
i 1last moment when he lost face, when he was going up there in all
s éof his splendor with a sedan and everything else to receive
them, this probably was ons of the thinags that ticked him off a:nld
he gave the order.

Senator Huddleston. Is 1t vour opinion that if thay ha!
carri=d cut ths pre-arranged plan and had surrendered that th-
SCriario would have been much as vou described? That they wuo!!

~. have nal the Press “onference?
Mr. Conegin. I they had carried it out ant i€ Biqg *inh
would have found themn there would have hagn too manv people

pPresent at the Palace for them ¢to0 aven attemnt --
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today?

l Senator Huddleston. That thay would probably be alive
|

Mr. Conein. They would probably be alive today. I might
“also add that three days aftarwards I was instrumental {n getting
%ENgo Dien Nhu's children out of the country.

f Senator Towar, Senator Hart, do you want to procewnd?

| Senator Hart of Michigan. 1T think that clarifies it,

3 Sanator Schweiker. Mr. Chairman?

Senator Tower. Senetor Schwaiker?

Senator Hart. Well, let ma ask, tha understanding that
at no point in the climactic days 80 far a8 vou knew, was thera
any discussion of killing Diem?

Mr. Conein. Mo, sir, thers had never besan any discussion
of any time about Biem himself beiny killaed by anybody. T will
maks C.e <*2rtemunt that many peopla -~ and I'm talking about the
General andother people -- wanted NDiem to be around. They could
not stand Nhu and Madam Nhu, This was an oplinion of the people.

The Generals themselves wanted legal turnover of the
governnent, They wantef intarnational reccanition of their
coun. They diad want tha+t.

Senator Towzr. Senaitor SHcohwellker?

Sapator Schweiker. You made a pcint T Adidn't understani.

[$
g
Ue
&
34
i
i

hHat it was NDien's own couo that he thouvht was

“r. Conein. Ye3, bracausse I ~- T actually hate to det in th-e
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becauss it is in this report hesre. It is a very complicated

thing sand you have to understand the devious mind of an Oriental;

and I'll tell you what, I spent many yeare out there and I still

ﬁdon‘t understand it, but I can understand why they do certain

‘things, but don't ask me why.

|

In August of 1963, Genaral Ton ThatDinh . had been Militarvy

ﬂGovgrnor, had been appointed Military Governor of Saigon and
i
| Commander of the Third Corps. General Dinh was therefore in

{p0w=r and working for Hgo Dien Hhu and Ngo Dien Diem directly

i
i

‘!lin August of 1963,

i
i

When the military curfew and Military Governor of
Saigon's powwrs were taken away on the 18th of September of
1963, Tor That 2inh considersed himsal{ the hero of Saigon. Ie
saved the Diem ragime in August.

Ha zlso, during that time, had made plans to have what v
call Bravo 1 and Bravo 11 that Niem -- or Nhu -- would have his
own coup, Niem and Khu weuld go down to Vung Tau as 1if thev
wWer'e wStaping and there would be immediately a countercoup nu*
on by -~ all instigat=d by Mhu -- a countercoun put on by 'Diem
at the same time and bricqg bhack *hu and NDiem by nopalar
acclimation.

$u, in the beqinning of the coup, Ton That Dink, whoe wa -
sometime erratic -- or, he's still alive; T don't want to so-

he's grratic -- or sometimes a little funny, vary devicus, he

+ had convinced Y90 Dilien Rhu thea¢ he was goina to go throus'. - -
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this plan. So thay assumed, at 1:00 o'clock in the afternoon

when troops were moving and everything else that it was thair

|coup. This was Ton That Dinh's plan..

What they didn't know was Ton Thet Dinh was tha military
icommandur of Saigon for the coup.

: Senator Schweiker. Double agent, as we say.

' Mr. Conein. Well, he was tripls about that time.
Senator Morgan. Whare {8 he now?

Mr, Conuin- 8ir?

i Senator Morgan. “hers 1s he now?

Mr. Conein. I don't know. I do nct kncw if he sscapead
this last¢ thing or not. I don’t know if he qot out. e was a
Senator.

Sgnator #Huddleston. That explains i«.

Senator Schweiker. fThat's why he was a triple agent.

Mr. Conain. Iile was a Senator, an glected Senator of the
Vietnamese and he was the military chairman of the Senate
Militarvy Affairs Committes in Viatnan,

Sereator Mondale. You had a substactial amount of money il
piastars in your private safas which you wera asked to hrine
with you *o thz Joint General Staff Jleadrmuartars, riqght?

HAr. Corein. T had, ar? I doa't recell exactlv ths amournt
of monev. There is someplace somewhuere an accounting of the
money and also the signature ¢f General Don who received sgome

of this mcney. I doa't recall =~ and I'm telling vou
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truthfully, I don't recall if I had 3 1/2 million or 5 million

. piastars. I said 1 brought a littla brown bag; it was one of

!theSu diplomatic sort of courier bags and it was stuffed with
money.

I had made some certain contingency plans for my own
:\protectiOn because it became obvious to me that if anything
;h&ppened that my family might suffer, and alsoc that if the
:Dium government found out that I was Involved in a conspiracy,

bif we may call it that, that I probably would have a very
!fefficicnt Vietcong incident -- in other words, I would ba

blown up or assassinated or something like that and {t would he
blamed on *he VYic*cong for doing that.

Thurefore, I took certain precautions.

1 had made arrangements to have one FA Spacial Forces
team available upon signal to protaect my house when the coup
came off. I had also made arrangements to have a military jeen
with proper type of communications equipmant so that I would,
ne matter what happened, I woultt always be in communication.

I also --

Senator Mondale. Was your family wi<h vou in Saigon?

Mr. Cone=in. Yes. I had iust had a daughtar born thres
months befors, and one of the things 1 wanted was, they could
¥ill me but T didn't want my family to nay for what T did,
Thzrefcre, I had one completa FA tuam of the Fifth Special Torcea

at my house durinag the coun.
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I had made a contingency plan for funds. How the amount

!of funds -- like I tall you, I don't recall exactly how much,

it was 3 1/2 or 5 million piasters.

Sanator Baker. How much is that in dollars?

Ir. Conein. About $70,000. Now this is roughly, I'm

ﬁfiguring it up now in my head, I'm not a mathematiclan. Aand

.1 took this money and put it in the bag, the brown bag, the

!

reason being that for the first twenty-four hours there ware

two things that were vitally important. There were certain

“units that would be diverted at the last moment. These units

1 wers going 0 be put into a situazion they d4id not know of, =c

o

sdt

therafore they 4id not have tha rice and the bread., That was
the most important thing, rice and bread. .

The se¢cond thing was that we did not want, under any
circumstances, of any pdrsonality who would be shot or killed
during the coup that there wasn't a gesture made to pay off the
family immediately. This i3 something that you gentlemen
vrobably don't know, but there are no insurances in Vietnam in
the 2roper sznse tha*t we know of, so thare's alwavs, when sthe-
body is killed, there is a sum of moaey given.

The other t%ine was, we had %20 have vsaluntewr medical
facilities available in addition to the military facilities.
wWe wanuted to be sure that there vere certain medical facilitias

80 that we cvould taks care of ocur own wounded.

Hell, these things have to be premared, gentlemen, and *--:@-
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wasn't & lot of monay -~ it was a lot of money in plastars.

All of thase mopies have been accounted for, thay were

accounted for by me, they were signad for by the Gensral, and --

sfor sach payment. MNow, I do not know whure those receipts are.
a1

Senator Mondale. Could I? I'm not getting at ~- there's
;no implication, I hope, ahout the managqement of money. I'm just
ﬁtrying to find out what the monay was for.
: Mr. Conein. It was to pay for food ~--

Senator Mondale. In other words, yon have something like

i570,000 in piasters, give or take whataver ths arithmetic, ans’

how long had you had tha* money?
Mr. Corein. I hal hal that money since approximetely, T

H

would say around the 24th of Octobar. I had that in a safe in

my housc.

Senator Mondalae. And did that money coma to vou through

tha CIA?

Mr. Conein. 1 requested it from the Finance 0ffice, yes,
sir.

Serator Mondale. He provided you the mouey, vou brought
i out aml kept it in your hone esd then when was the fist cal’
for the monzv? Was thet ®he dav --

Ay, Conasin. 1 teol it with me.

Sanator Mordale. You hed it in vour homa?

tr, Con=in. Yes, I had it in my home, and when I channged

into uniform t¢ 9o out tc fGeneral 3taff --
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Senator Mondale. But thsy asked you to bring monaey at

that time, did they?

Mr. Conein, I had made arrangements that I would bring a

‘cartain sum of contingency funds.
' Senator Mondals. With Genaral Don?
Mr. Conein. With Ganeral Don.

i Senator Mondale. He asked you to bring tha money, didn't

fha? bld T understand you to say bring as much money as you

i

H

lcould lay your hands on?

i Mr, Copein. No, not a4s much money as I could. If it ware
that, I would have taken a b-lBag full. Dut the thing of it was,
1t was only for a small sum of monev, a contingancy fund for
a twenty-€four hour or thirty-six hour period, which I did not
know a* that time.

Senator Mondale. Uhat dAid you understand that money *o '
for? For what purposes?

Mr. Conein. The monay wvas to pav for those urnits who, ¢
the last moment, when their officers would agive the order to
sarch, who hard po timz to qast thzir food, to draw the suppliec.

Senetor Mondale. Anything else?

Yr. Conein.  To 2avy for medical -~

Senator ondale. Lxpenses.

Mr, fonein. == eXbBeli345.

Zenator “londale. ALl right.

Anything else?
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Mr. Conein. To pay the death benefita for any person,

you know, killad.

Senator Mondale. Did he tell you that's what he wanted it
for, or 4id you know that that is what it was for?

Mr, Conein. I knew that's what it was for.

Senator Tower. I would like to bring up at this point,
Director Colby has testifled about this.

Mr. Schwarz. Not in the same detail.

Sanator Tower. Not in the samw detail,

Senator Mondale. Well, I'm sorry. I was not huere this
morning.

Senator Tower. That's all right.

Senator Mondale. So in that sense, we were bringing,
through you, assets which they would use to help carry out ant
pav tha costs of the coup.

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.

Senator Mondale. All right.

Jow, was there any discussion about whather it was risky
for vyou %0 be personelly present at the JGS5 or anywhere else
with these Ganerals at or near tke tima of tha coup?

id you have any discussions about that?

Yr. Conwin. There were several discussions about my
pezrsonal sscurity erior to thz: coup. There wara also discuss.oi
with Me becauss I was worriad about my family in case --

Sanator Mondalz. Wall, it was clear that this was verw

TOP SECRET



Mane {Avaa T02) SA4-$D0G

wAND A PaUL

Sune

IERY

AARN et Seert N

AR

'SECRET

74
i
|
NI
1 irisky for you, but apart from that, was thera any qusstion about
f
2 ;whuther your presence as an American officer would link us, if

‘’known, to the coup?

M Mr. Conein. o, sir.

o

Senator Mondale. Because I think you mentioned you got

>

out of it fast when you saw newsmsn.

~2

Mr, Conein. Yes, sir, I was scared,.

g

Senator Mondale. You didn't want to be seen thers.

i Mr. Conwein. No, sir.

v o4

Senator Mondale. You didn't want to be seen there, bacause
©. you didn't want our association, whatever it might be, with this
group kuown tc the public?

Mr, Conein. I 4id not want --
2 Senator *Mondale. 1Is that correct? That's in here?

Mr. Schwarz. Yes.

Senator Towsr. You ware ordered in and ordered out, weren't
vou?

HMr. Conein. Yes, sir.

Senator Mondala. Well, vou left vourself?
Mr. Corein. 1 left myself.
Senator Mondale. “ithout any orders.

¥

Mr. Conein. At the mecmant T saw that they were coino to
bring the Press in, for the capitulation of President Diem, was
at the tims that they told me to get tha hall out, General Don

said, aet the hall out, we're bringing in the Press.
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g 1 Senator Mondale. So ware theare discussions about tha
§ 2 :wisdom of having you there at 2ll at any tims, or did they nead
E ia liatison?
M Mr. Conein. No, sir, it wasn't a question of a discussion
£ in the senss that you're talking abocut, Senator. You must
€ ?understand the relationship. I was part and parcel of the whole
? jconspiracy, so if something went wrong, thuy would go down the
5 ;drain with me. We were all going down the drain together.
12 i Senator Tower. Can we suspend at this point?
;
1 ? Let us go vota.
10 ; (A briaf recess was taken.)
? 3 Senator Tower. Phil, I believe you had tha floor when we
.
g suspended.
z
1 Sanator lart of Michigan. I have no questions.
- Senator Tower. All right.
s Fritz?
i Mr. Schwarz. To go back to the telephone conversation about
N the .airplane.
é 1 Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.
§ 2 HMr. Schwarz. After you obtained the word that you couldn't
g get a planz for twenty-four hours, was that word passed on to
3
i 2, Mr. go Dieuw Diem?
E . Mr. Conein. Mo, sir.
i R This was a telephon=s conversation, bscause President Diem

had talked to Big Minh and to General Don and it was the first

TOP SECRET
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1 jtime during the whole coup that tha President had had a chance to

N

talk to Big Minh, Up to that point, ha refused at all points to

*pt

talk to Big Minh.

4 i Mr, Schwarz. And in any event, you are quite sure that

5 éth¢ word about the plane being available but not being available
& Hfor twenty-four hours didn't get to Mr. Diem?

7 ; Mr. Conwin. 1 am positive, because the reason being it was

i

8 Safter the convarsation with President Diem that both Generals

g ?Don and Big Minh came to me and asked me about getting an air-
1 ﬁplana to get them out. It was after thay had hung up, and this
. iwas when I called the Embassy and spoks to Mr.‘

I Mr. Schwarz. And he gavs you then three reasons, or thres
. : “comments, about the airplane? I!la gave you those right over the

1, phons, or did he call you back?

Voo Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, right over the phone and 1 trans-

A
i

e fmittad that massage back and I don’t recall if Big Minh had
walked out but I know that Cuneral Don had been told by me
exactly that it would taka twenty-four hours.

o Sanztor Tower. Senator ‘ondale had the floor when we
. suspended.

Sanator Mondale. Just one quastion.

How did you arrive at the figqure of monay that you had in

your possassion with your local office there? How was that figure

determined, was it fust a ballpark amount?

Mr, Conein. The amount of nonev?
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b l Sanator Mondale., Yes.
i

2 £ Mr. Conein. That was all that would fit in this briefcass.
"and I wasa't going to haul two brisfcases.

" Senator Mondale. No, what did you -- g0 to the Director

5 rand say, I'd like this much?

€ i Mr. Conein. No, sir, I had asked for a certain sum but T

7 ‘could not put it all in this briefcase, This is why I cannot
& answer you really, if I spent 31 1/2 or 5 1/2.

G I do know that when I wuwat back to check my safas, one of
"

1. "the packaqes of 250,000 piasters had fallen over the hack end

of the littls guide rail, you know, that keeps the safe drawers --

ard one of those packages had fallen back and I remember teking
.7 that and T said, look, I've got some left, and I turned it hac™
T4 in and got a receipt for it. So this is why I cannot tell you
exactly the amount. They know, and I would say roughly it's in
= the $70,000 figura.
Serator Mondale. Thark you.
Senator ™Moragan. I have jus* one question.
Senator Towar, I believe Mr., Colhy *oestified this morsic:

it was 5 million piasters.

HMr. Conein. Yes, sir, but I didr't spend it all.
Senator TowWwer. Senator HMorgan?

Senator Morgan. I Jjust have onae gusstion, Mr. Conein.

[ Do you havs any reasorn to balieve that there was any uniu-

delay on the part of +he Fmhassy in making a plane availahle?

TOP SECRET
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g 1 Mr. Conein. No, sir, the fact baing that an aircraft of
3
g 2 ilthat size, it would take =-=- because it would have to come from
E 5 'Guam, sir, then thm pilots would have to brisf and all the thing
4 gon how to go. Now you must understand also that the alrport was
I
5 jclosod down at that time. No alrcraft were coming in or leavina
& iwithout special permission.
L i Sanator Morgan. Would it have coms to Tan Son Nhat?
6 ? Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.
: g f Senator Morgan. HNow did I understand you to tell Senator
lp,”ﬁbﬁd&l@ that General Minh never knew that it would take twenty-
) ;- four hours?
§ - Mr. Consin. I don't know whather he knew it or not.
é ». say that I know *ha+ I told this to Gunseral NDon. I can't recall.
’ 5. This was all -~ everything is over with, you know?
1 Senator Morgan. DBut the main thing in my mind, in your
17 'cpinion thare was no undue delay in making the plan available?
1 Mr. Conein. No, sir.
. Sunator Morgan. Well that was the guestion that was in
g my mind.
% Senator Tower. I think we wera all a little confounded by
% tha+ this morning, but I think the explanation of that is that
; L the airplare had to fly directly to the country of assylum and
E : couldn't stop anyplace slsa. That would require longrange
é - aireraft like the KC-135., You couldn't make it in a C-47,

Senator Morqar.. Which would not normally be avallable con
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Taiwan?

Mr., Consin. No, 8ir, it was not available cutside of

4Guam or Hawail at that timas, sir. Later on they wers available
!in Subick Bay and Clark Field.

Senator Towar. Senator Daker?

b Senator Bakar, Thank you,

H Who lald on that raquirement that it be a nonstop flight

- to the country of asylum?

) Mr. Conein. This I do not know, if it was the Ambassador
or if this was just an assumption of the people who knew the
vAmbassador‘s thinking. This I do not Rnow, sir. I do not knaw
if it came from the White louse or the State Department. ! do
not know.

Senator Baker. Do ws know from othur materlal?

Mr. Kirbow. We agsums that McGaorge Nundy might know on
Monday.

Mr. Schwarz. We don't know.

Did you have an assumption from the convaersation with IMr,
.that he was prepared for your qusstion? 1 mean, he came
back with an answer that had thrase rathur complicatad pointa.

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir. 1 assumed that the momsnt that |
would get the go ahead from the junta that thev wanted the
aircraft that I would levy the requirement and the Fmbassy agn!

the military were prgpared to levy tha requirement immaedistat:,

Mr. Schwarz. No, but difd you assume from your conversa'i-i,

’ TOP SECRET
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with Mr. -that he was prepared for your question in light ofj

ths complex answaer that he came back with? E

Mr. Conein. Sir, I don‘'t know. I would assume that he had
I

Hbaen prepared and obvicusly 1€ he was prepared that wsll that
i

somebody must have talked to him, I wasn’t thare. I was at
the other placae.

Hr, Schwarz. Just to make sure the regord is clear on it,
but for those rules laid down in the telsphone conversation,

thure wers airplanes that the United States had control over

which could have baen used?
i;
: Mr. Consin. Yes, sir.

i

If -- for exampfa, sir, let me point ocut one thing, that

. ﬁif it had baen Philippines Islands that granted asylum firat

B ‘that wa would then not have had to use a C-115, wa could have

;usad Ganeral Harkins' C~130 which was a converted VIP plane.
. But at that time and under thosa circumatances there was
no way of knowing which country -- assume that it was Japan,
we did not want the airplane to land in Taiwan.

Mr, Schwarz. Dut that was a matter of choica?

Mr. Conein. A matter of choice.

Senator Baker. What do you mean, "we didn'e?”
; Mr. Conein. We =- according to my instructions, were that*
the airplazne was not to maka a stop.

Senator Baker. What do you msan, "we"? You said

. iyou didn't know who lald on that requirement. Was that your

l;
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g 1 {wish?
E 2 Mr. Conain. I say wa don't know. I'm talking now, we
E & Ethe United States government, I'm assuming, becauss the gentleman
4 ihas asked me a question and I assume that he had talked to
5 ﬁtha Ambasgsador.
6 3 Sanator Baker. Any furthsr quastions, any members of the
7 ﬁCommitteu?
& % I reckon that's it.
i
: 5 E Mr., Conein. Thank you very much, sir.
1 “ Senator Tower. Thank you, Mr. Conein. We appraciate your
o " testimony.
? N We will ask vyou back +0 discuss the matter that Senator
.
g . Baker brought up.
3
s a Mr. Conein. At your convenience, sir.
(The guestions by Senator Bakar follows:)
g
o
s s
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Senator Tower. Let's qgo back on the record.

Senator Baker., Mr. Conien, while we're waiting for the

!
rother Committee mambers to return, I have a few guestions on

1

{other matters and we can arranje the transcript so that it
jwill not interrupt the flow of your other tastimony, if that's

{&11 right with you, Mr. Chairman.

Sena*or Tower. All right.

i Senator Baksr. Aras you acquainted with a man named A. J.
jWOolston-Smith?

Mr. Conein. A. J. Woolston? No, sir,

Senatocr Baker. A private investigator in Mew York City?

Mr. Conein. No, sir.

Senator Baker. Do you havs any information about thea

involvemant of tha CIA, the DEA or its predecessor ~-- what was

" the predescessor?

Mr. Corein. BNDD.

Senator Baker. -~ in any domestic assassination?

Mr. Conein. No, sir.

Senator Baksr. Do you have any knowledge of anv assassins-
tions or any attempted assassinations of parsons related to
_international drug traffic by persons connected or affiliated

with the CIA or the DEA?

Mr, Ceonain. No, sir.

. S=nator Baker. None a2t all?
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J Mr. Conein. No, sir.
; Senator Bakex. Do you have any knowledge of any CIA
ﬁinvolvament in any druq traffic for profit in Vietnam?

Mr. Conein. No, sir, I do not.

Senator Baker. llave you sver been involved in or had any
éknowladge of the purchase or the manufacturer or sale of
1assagsination devices to or by a Fsderal government agancy?

Mr. Conein. Sir, I think vou are referring to somathing
Vthat was asked by Senator Weicker one time when I was looking
at Title III equipment, which is bugging squipment for the
Drug Enforcement Administration. I was shown some, without
sclicitation, 1 was shown some devices, that were booby-trap
tvoe devices. I would like to make it a part of the record
that the Secret Service has bsen completely informed of this
and also the Alcchol, Tobacco and Pirearm . know of these
devices.

And 1 alsc furnished a completa brochurae of all the
description of these assassination type devices to the Secrat
Service.

Senator Baker. MNave you got a copv of that brochure?

Hr, Conein. No, sir, I do not.

S5enator Morgan. Senator Baker, would vou vield on that?

Senator Baker. Yes.

Sgnatsr Morgan. Would vou repdaat that name again? I'm

sorry, when you say non~ralated, T started reading the paper.
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Would you give me that name again?

Senator Dakur. The name?

Senator Morgan. Yes, sir,

Senator Baker., Mr., A. J. Woolston~Smith,

Senator Morgan. Was that somewhsere around Alexandria

i
i
%heru?

J Senator Baker. Well, he's been hare, and ha's bean in
5Naw York City, he's bmen in St. Louis, and I understand at one

'
i
'

. time he had an office on the West Coast.

|

'
i

?Theodore, with reqgards to any kind of assassination devices?

Senator Morgan. Would you add to that the name Paris

Mr. Conein. No, sir.

Mr. Schwarz. Who did show you the assassination devices?

Mr. Conein. This was, I think, Senator Weicker asked ma
specifically in January, I don't recall the date, that he had
a repart that I had seen assassination devices. I had testified
personally to the Senator with an attorney prussnt, and while
there I told him that there was another one of my staff members
had been present and had ssen the same devices and he called
for the staff mambur who verifisd everything that I had said,
and I d1d not open my mouth during the questioning of this

¢ other menmber of my staff.
Mr. Schwarz. Who showad you the assassination devices.
Mr. Copein. Sir?

Mr. Schwarz. “ho showed you the assagsination devices?
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Senator Tower, Could we suspend this line of questioning |

2 | for a moment?

: |
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Sanator Towar. O0Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.}

H Senator Baker. I will refrain from asking the question,
kbut I wish the next time that wa a8k, Mx. Conein

&to come back here and bring with him the paraphenalia, the
daevices, and any brochures that he has.

] Sepnatoer Tower., Do you have any of the devices?

i Mr. Conein. XNo, sir.

Senater Tower. Do you have the brochure?

. Mr. Conein. Yes, sir, I have 2 copy of the brochure that

; 'I furnished the Secrst Service.

Senator Baker. I might ask this one thing, or mention

+ "this one thing, rather. You might be prepared to describe to

"us how you came to have the brochure, particularly with referencd

it0 whethar you solicited {t or were solicited znd whether this

- ‘was the only onsa that you sver had, and similar material,

Mr. Conein. Yes, sir.
Senator Tower. Anything further?

All right.
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Behator Tovari -
this timej}:the Committee-~issadjiburned until Monday afterncon at
2100 o'clock.

{Wharsupon, at 5:04 o'clock p.m., the hearing Iin the

p.m., Monday, June 23, 1975},

- - -
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above~antitled matter was recessed, to reconvens at 2:00 o'clockl
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