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Chis weplvt deseriboe the pregrese in b ulding 3 suund base for
govermment ~ tie prevaguisite £or successful coatisr-insurgency - and
the concomitatr™ ﬂoc'a‘f and econagyic developmant, (v one provinece in
Vietrnem- Tt s .tempte t¢ rrecent the courage . iniiistive snd hard work
of the Vietrarese pectis ia thet provinez who us2l &0 effectively the
American sic cxtonded to vhem, primerily ihrough che BUH Office for
Rurel Affsixs.

1

Progrees “n Pk Bon Frovince began an Suciedrer lst 1962, At
that time tle vog: urdevaloped and isolabed artions of three adjacent
provinces ir. tte Centrul Eighlonds were Jjolred tuzether to form the
net Provin:e of Pau Bon, Thie nouly croected ro:z.n ze lecked money,
tmmcd PerE oLy e)., &‘J}p‘rn-, mnedical facilisies, comunicetions and
security. Iut it célé pcossese twWwe luporhent apserst! = population
willing to worl hars‘-., apd sn excellent Provir.e Ciief tc lead them.
The Montegnerc peopie of the aven - Jarel; Fihnar, ¥'clur and Jrung -
vere iving i swnl.pemwunent viiliages on a subgistence level agrie
culiweal excnrny. Helthor means nor motivaticn exicted to produce a
dirposable rur:lus,

Hovernme:rt control 1w Pohu Bon on the ie: of Jevhember wae limited
to = narrcw etrip of land along Highway #7 e1¢ portions of the Song Be
River Valley sijacent t¢ it. This area had 1ct Lizen expanded since
the departure of the French Avmy in 1954, Bighway #7 was passable by
vehicle Southerst throuph the Province from the Pleiku-Phu Bon border

the ferry crossing €4 je Pac. A strong militery escort was ree
quired for trr.el on this hig \_,lwa:.

A militar cleer arnd hold coerpation was teguia almost irmediately
under the dire.tion of Major Pnasm Dink Chi, she Province Chief. The
purpose cI this opersticn was to enlarga the extent of Governuent cone
trol cutward r:om the river valley and lessea Viet Cong influence over
the Montagnercs., This tyre of operaticn is necessary to provide a
secure arez which will te held by friendly forces until the people
have built their strateglc hamlets and have been trained and armed to
defend themseives. Priocr to the operation 6, 865 Montagnards hed left
the Viet Cung :Communist) controlled areas and sought help from the
Government. Within four months of the beginning of the operation the
nunber of refuzees increased to 18,000 und then to 26,000 by August
1963. These first refugess vere fed through an emergency fund provided
by US(# Jointly to Pleiku snd Phu Bon Provinces. Information furnished
by these eerly refugees indicated that the poychclogicel campaign con-
dvrted concurrently vith the militery operetion wes highly effective.
The theme ~f this ctwmpsigo vas 1n essence 2 promise of food, medical
cese and seonsiiy o the Montegnards 1f they would leeve the Viet Cong.
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Medical Care

The sudden gathering together of the thousands of previously
isolated Montagnards posed immediate medical problems. The USOM
Publiec Health Division responded quickly to the request from Rural
Affairs for assistance and made all the necessary ecoordination with
the Government of Vietnam Public Health Department, A cambined task
force moved by air to Phu Bon in February 1963. Over 60 personnel,
including physicians, entomologists, evidemiologists, sanitarians,
health educators and malaria spraymen went to the three refugee
centers to carry out an intensive two-week program, The activities
of these teams are recorded in more detail in PHU BON PROJECT, a pic-
torial record of this operation somoiled by USOM Public Health and
published in July 1963, The m:laris aradication program became sapec—
ially significant when tes%s indisatnd over 55§ of the Montagnard
children were afflicted with this dlssase,

This emergency medicel prog-am was supplemented by 34 murges and
3l midwives recruited under %hc provisions of the USAID Agreement. These
personnel were of such assistrnce thet the second Agreement provided
for a total of 100 Village lisalth Workers to be trained with AID funds
then paid a monthly salary hy the Vietnamese Government. The local US
Special Forces Team is nroviding the four week fraining course for these
Health Workers with 67 trainad thms far. Each graduating class receives
individual USOl-fummished health kits containing thirteen basic medicines
plus a thermomster and bandages. The mission of these Health Workers is
to live in each hamlet, providing on-the-apot treatment for the minor
illnesses and thus prevent more serious cases requiring hospitalization.
Fifty-eight thousand Vietnamese piastres were spent from the Agreement
to repair the sole Province Dispensary. A new infirmary is planned for
each District to replace the temporary one established to meet refugee
needs, A complete new hospital is also under consideratiom if staffing
requirements can be met.

C cations and Securit

The opening of Highway #7 from Pleiku to Tuy Hoa on January ist
provided a relatively high speed route for military treffic and at the
same time opened whole new sections of the Province to commerce. In
September 1962 one bus was the only commercial trangportation within
the Province. Today, five new buses make daily runs from Heu Bon to
Plelku Province and to Tuy Hoa in Phu Yen Province. Thease are filled
to capacity on a round trip basis. The resettlement of 95% of the
refugees along Highway #7 has aided not only in securing the road from
Viet Cong attack but has also brought thousands of previously isolated
tribespeople into contact with commerce. While essentially individualis-
tic subsistence~level farmers and hunters the Montagnards have been quick
to see the advantages of exchanging their pigs and forest produgts for
salt and tobacco in the market place. The local merchants are also very
willing to journey down the highway to the Montagnard villages,
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experimental center is to Getermine what nev or improved plents, eni-
mels and frvit trees cen be successfully grown in thols highland proe
vince uader the same condilions faced by the mountalin peop.e.

The Depusy Chief of Province for Monlegpard Affairs, himself a
Montagnard, nersuaded the locel Centon Chief to set aside « tiact of
trivel land for this project. The Chief of Proviace and tne MAAG
Advisor agveed Wluh the Puial Affairs representative "o pl*;\ride the
suz of 15C,C00 VEE frow the provines fgrzement for tais projest,

Thia noney was used o hire nine Montegnard agriculturel workers wad
extenslon tesm agenis. & large variety of seeds and fruit troes ware
planted in qAwe and almost without exception they are doing woery wall,
New varities of corn, bean:s, sweet potatoes, cottaa, soy beens, cebhage,
tobacco and iropical fruits such as lemcens, oranges, limes end derancs
shov great promise. At the end of this year's growing seascn thaose
plants pro’-e*en to be adeptzble to Phu Bon will be marizsd for muss ¢ise
tribution to the aewr refugee hamiseis next year. Tae extension tesm
will visit each homlet instructing the pecple in the prope:r method of
planting end csriang for the new crops. Complete s2if-sufficlency is
our goal for ithe Montagnerds. This fell an experimental animal husband-
ry prograr will bagin at the Center. This will inclule pigs, chickens,
ducks, rakbiis and woesidbly a palr of diaft horses. Zhowing “he nost
premise as & cormerclal crop ie Kennf, used extensively as « Ziber in
the manufecture of rice bags. The Montagznerds bave aw cash crop &t the
present time. The collection and marketing details will be worked out
prior tc rext yeors planting. The sweel potatoes planted Llest June
have already proven teo be such en improvement over the old variety that
the Vietnsmese Qovernment is sending 60,000 potato cattings to Phv Bon
for distrlbution to the ¥Vortagrards.

«Strategic Hamlets

The criginal milltery operstional plan f£or Phe Bon anticipated
that 147 Strategic Famlets (Ap Chien Lace, in Vietsamese) vould be
regquired ia Phu 3on. At the canpletlion of THAN HOA I the Rural Affairs
vepresentative and the MAAG Sector Advisor vaduced tals nuaber to 100,
The continved influx of refugees to the present total of 25,000 may
ceuse thils rmber to be revised upward to the origlnal eshimase of 147,

One hundred snd thirty-three strategic hsmlets are nov complieted
or under comnstruction. Onmly 100 ¢f these are receivirg MA? (Mlitary
Assistaence Program} support. These hemlets are proviced wlth barbed
wire, trip flares, weapcns and cther items for defense. At this time
k1,399 people are living in strategic hamlets. When =11 hamlets &re
completed, Sk,517 citizens of Phu Bon will ve safe frem intimidation
within the protection of thelr hamlets, The US Speciel Forces Team
has trained and armed 2,000 hamiet milivie Iin Phu Boan., These defensive
forces vary in size from thirteen to one hundred and thirty men per
hemlet, depending upon 1ts size.



The resettlament of Hontaguard trivespecple kas boen greatly fae
cilitated because of their culturwl practice of mcvierg entire villages
to new agriculiural aad huniing areas, lost refugees cames down from
the mounteins In village uwnlits, thus making it very easy to retein
their originel groupings snd recetile them in the straieglc hamlele.
The exnct opposite sliuvation prevedls in the tcially Vietnanmes:
Provinces.

<Beopom? c

By aciusl count business esteblighacnts in the Cepitol of Phu Bon
have increased from 33 in Novewber 1662 +o 110 in Maveh 1963 2ad 4ken
to 153 by Augush 1963, & compleie nev market place 18 almost finlshed,
and 1s being constructed of tin and concrele tc rerlace the old temporary
structures. Feach Individusl mexchant is pioviding his cuwa »Duilding
meterials anc USOM 1s furnishlsg the cement for ar ovenrall concrete
welkway between chops. Significantly, the increece in business establishe
ments includes two new sow nrills, a kriel Liln with & capacity for
Piring 8,000 bricks, 2 concrete olack wanmfactirivg concern ani the
nevest additicn, & s=hop specilaliziag in ithe proednction of concrste
pive., These Industrlss ere ddvectly associated with new coastruction
and growth, hidghly inddcstive of perrawent stebility end long range
opportunitisc. An EES0 gasolire staticn will be opened sooa, to service
the growing rumber of eaztomabiles and wohorblkes.

The increase In conmussy godds end services es been expedited
by the injection of cuvwency Into the Frovince Trom onislde scuress -
USCM and the Vietnamsse f(ovaymment., Thio influx is atiributskle to
the recruitment aod traiving of a eivilivn stei? sxd Functionaries
to administer the Province., Wnile 1nitinlly peld from UEDM funds, the
saleries ol the seackers, nuarses, secrehburies smd other personnel have
been agsumzd by the ratlonal govermment, The requirenent for civiiian
functionaries is both an iancreansing end uermenent one.

Beonaal: growth in Fhuu Bon is bulld upon & foundaticn of increased
employment, & groving porulation, nev rontes of cummunicetion and pro-
tection Pram the Viet Cung. While suns “emporery econcmic advantage
may heve been gained from traasient miiitary uniZs, only one reinforced
battzlicn -of Vietpamese azmy {(ARVE) trcons bes beon siatloned in the
Province. This vuit is pested 50 kilamzters from the capitel of Hau
Bon, and its piester (dollar) gensreting capability is iimited at best.
The bulk of nmilivtery forces in thez Proviance are the 50th Civil Guard

ttalion and obout £00 SIC {Self Defers: Corps) soldiers. These men
and their Pamilice are chlefly Hontegnerds, recruited from within the
Province itsclf, During thelr free time they return to thelr old
villages and hkelp with the farming.

The mulititude of Increased ccammercial enterprises mincrs the
change in productlivity in the Frovince. A PifSy percent incrcase has
occured in the number of ¥cntegnard end Visitnamesz farmers living in
settled manlets.
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In ancbher yoar ov two they will be zble e wrodics ¢ sor)lus
for exchangs cr sale on the loecal mexksd, a surplus whaish cin be shipred
to town on the newly constructed gnd now secure ronds.

=Chieu Hoi Program

Government 1c golng exceptionelly well in Fhu Bon. £ complote Caleu Hod

center has been constructed, providing n Cowmitory Tull
tional Montagnerd fashion, & mess hally kitchen, storchouss, adninis-
tretive building end & combinetion eiassrcam/ Gispensary/ inferpetion hall,
Over one hundrad and Terty-Tive forner VO heve defected in Lie province
of vhom forty.four are now ldiving in the Center. Crly on? has retuyned
to the Viet Cong. Bech rehburnsze under the Chieu MHei progoum syends
about one month in the Center. During this time he or shs yraceives

food, & suit of clothing, pro-govermment instruvctlen znd, in conjwiction
with the USQH/IVS agricultweal truining ceater, wvrecileal mperience

in new metkods of agriculiture, hyziene, ard well ddzzing. /4 quantity of
construction and ageicudtural -oo0is have ben rrezentizd to ike Ceniter
by Rueel Affairs,.

The Sumirary

Buring the past eloven months the Improvement in secwity, oo
ications, health, cducaticn, agricultures and econcaic grovil in the acw
Province can lead to only one sonclnslozi the Viet Jong have lost tasiv
war in Tau Bon Province., The 2nemy is siill capable of inflicting
damege to materianl goods end comusing loss of tusmsp 1i7e, it he kas
lost the support of the people. Only & wassive, overs militery ection

mwi st aiyole  ‘The poople
have fresly chosen to aline thomnelves writh the Govirorent of Vietnam,

The succees of the »efuge:; vesziilenent and Caicv Hol Frogrems
wnline thae failure of the Viet Cong send the sultess of the Hational
Govermnent., Froar & neer-starveticon awen to that of ane acw well on
its wor to integration indo the pational econmay 23 = self-supporiing
entity is o long step. Bt thet stop bhas been wekon In Fou Pun, and
it is inde2d 3 lcag sitep on tha thousond.odle journey ageinst Cammnisn.



