
15' December 1963 
TO Mike Dunn S/A 

FROM Ear 1 Young RA 

SUBu"'ECT: Preliminary Stl!'lrey=l.ong An f'rovince. 

The f'irst phase in the Long An Task Force concept is a hamlet=by­
ha,rr;_let sllr'rey in the area destined for a clear and hold operation. The 
grm:.nal attitude and responses of the hamlet residents has been a :matter 
of sc'ille conjecture since it is tho k<3y faetor in the rescue operation. 
The!."efore, Mr. Everett Bumgar<L"1er. CI1hf of USIS Field Operations in Viet­
Nam c.ttempted a sample survey on ~;-3 a.rd 14 Dece:a:her. Eased on past 
~.:.<perience a technique 1t:as employc:d '..rl:ich has pr')ven reasonably accurate 
i~1 other provinces. This method ir:Y·)lves inte:rviewing secondary school 
students while they ar':! 1n attendc..r:c,:: at. 3~hool. The c:.:ivantages of this 
tachnique are several; si.nce usu.s.l].:J" there are only a few students .from 
e:1ch hamlet tha.t are finc.ncially 'lt~_-3 to attend a. secordary school., the 
!T:;mber of hamlets represented by a ].::J.rge :number of st1.:C.enta is equally 
Ltrge; secondly., the sh1dents spe:~k mere freely a.?r&Jf' fr-om the hamlet tr..a...11 
T.t:."'lder the eye of the Viet Gong agents. 'rhe disadvant&.ges a.re also many. 
Fc;r example, out of e. total popu.le.t:i.on. of 382:000 people intervie~15 with 
oro..ly t•.,;o or three hur:drecl. stud·~nt:::. is a very small percentage. The rep:J.ies 
-of students may be influenced by fe.ctors not influencicl in the replies of 
adults. Howeve1", this prelirn;,..1ary survey d.id produce some interesting 
s.n~:-mrs w·hich should. be brought t 1 your at. tentlon. 

At the Te.n An sec:oaJ.ary schx·l a t.·::>ta.J. of 200 s·(;udents rapresenting 
about. 20 to 30 hamlets H'3X'e interv:L3wed. The initial group ccnsisted of 
15 s·~:.ud.ents, boys and. gi.rls fl'OI:J. ll} to 18 years of age~ T!1ese students 
~ere told by Mr. Bumf~a!'dner (who s:p·:=;aks Vietnamese) a.bm.ct his work t'iith 
USIS and ~hat he simply t<.ra.nted to get their ideas an.d thoughts on the 
h~let program. He distributed a copy of a USIS-published pictorial 
rr:a0azine to gaL'"l their cooperation. As the discussion, conducted outdoors 
nea.r a large shade tree, grei•l in j_nte:-:tsity, more and more students arrived, 
to listen., participate, and then be 1•eplaced w"ith others. 

The results of th.i.s interviet.¥/discussion session at the Tan An 
school produced the following results: 

a. The students considered themselves (a.nd their families ?) to be merely 
bystanders in the Viet Cong-Govarnment war. They have one thought 
upper-most in mind: safety and sell-preservation. If fighting must be 
done, it should be conducted "out there"" away from their homes. 
These students, speaking in lf:ha.t ~1ould legall,y be a seditious manner 
under Vietnamese law, said quite frankly that they didn •t care who 
won, arid were agreeable to ej.the1· a Viet Cong or democratic government~ 
it o~ the fighMng would stop. (\lh"lila this may indicate a great 
political naivete, the attitude is certainly clear.) 
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b. The r:ta.,1ority of these students were frar..'l families tha.t had been 
:relo,!d.te3d into strategic hamle·C.s. Aft.sr security, the secox1d most 
freq:ltm:~ly expressed desire was to be allowed to leave ·:~he hamlets 
and :~·eturn to their old hontB areas. The complaints against the 
haml·3·::-.s were that t/:;e ne1-: houses were much smaller tha..'l t!:.eir old 
homea; they had to l:Lve too close to one another; the fa.:rrrJ..."lg e.rea was 
less or they had tc walk toe far to their old land; they had not 
!"ece1·.reti the F.toney p:r·onti.sad ther.1 for reloca.tingc 

Thes3 sarne students stateJ. tha: J.f they were perciU.ed ~o leaVE;: and 
then la:te;;<~r houses ~tiere b<1D.t :ln i~b.e hamlets,, more rooE giV€11 to each 
fac:ily: and regula:::· ARVrJ :.mit:;; >:/E:~<-; stationed ~_ste t,:1e haml•~ts, the-.f 
.rould t. :-Jen perhaps ;;:<:.•;e b:ick :.~1sidE·. In d:.ort, if everJthinE ~ra.s done 
to l::rprwe thf; haEJ.l:t. ;_.,~_thcut :·equJrir.g any eff'r;r.t frcm ttext, thi3Y 
rn~r.gJ1t. l:'·~tarn,. 

c. AHVh :wits and i:ttii.\dduaJs r.av; their· :respect.. The st:u.·i.er.tt:: s.:,.:i_d the 
VC lr1g.:1 at the GivE (]L;ar·d ar::~ 0~X'.t bu-:. a.:r·e 9-fr-.:.d.ci of c\:R.VlL !•.lJo thrtt 
i.i' =.1 A.~WN soldier t){c:baves ~np·opc;1·lb ~is o:f.'f:Lce:.:•s p:1.rl::..sh tim. 

d. The ::-!!lpla:l.n~:.s agaicst thz SDG rt..'1i.ed. td.rc. in n:.u;lber ::.f pri::r:.T~h but 
l''er:? expressed with vi.:::or. SL'~ r·,3cr··rrt frc'm the Ioeal ·!.rea ·~ci e said 
to b~have 1.1uch better- than thc:;e ~:-l'Ol.i.Ght in. !rc% •)Utsic.·~ thE v5.llage. 
Chief COt1lpJ..air;.ts were i:.hat the Sf:;: mistreated th:3m~ t•)c~~ ':J:Eir 
d1ic .. :Gn3 '.•.rit~·rout payi.::-1g or fer a tDke::\ paynent~ a.r;d \'!Ot:i.Id rc.ct [.O m1t 
and fight. Upon clc,sar (:ue:st:~ :,n~:n;:;., the s+,udent:; ,~:.ai.ruC. tr. bt.V3 st::en 
t}1es-~ a.~ti:Jns thauseJ.'!d:3, not. r~.ea.rd cf tl!e!1l frGi~ ·:··;~!:.crs.~ 

At the seC'):;d sc}\')Ol or~ tbe foJ1cw5.ics r::crni.t!.[; <:~·i.o::hel~ j_ntez·v::.e·;~ w<..s 
held. 'ih.i..s sc21orJl it.~ J.o,.::a::.ed :'_n (..;.n Due Di:ctr:~c+, 1 r8)U :e:i ~o be the ·\";erst 
-; .. n tt:e ~.rov:iriCd.. 'rhr~e ~;t.•J.dcr:t. -:~ f r-oz:: tit:i~;. scl~ool h.al lJ::-en .:;.rp;. ... c .... ~ te(. iJy tl1e 
.t'cnnar 2Jtiei--rt..n:~n~j one c;:t'.lEl~t \-tit!~. ;;;. ~.P.~ .. n.r:l .~r-·~v.~;.(le, t:~ .. :: ":t!~t:.r t~~~~- l1 .. · tl1 'li.et 
Gcn[~ le.::.flets. About 100 studFfr!t.::; ~-rGr-e i..:1t~~rvic:n"ed h·.?:._..e" a. t~r.it !".€},_ nearby 
served j.:1itially to restrL:t tb:dl.' I'-O'pJ.ias by hi::: pr~:oenc~: but ti,l,Y soon 
ua.I'El~d t',p to t.he discU£.sion. Thet:.e ;-ot:.~dents Wbr8 g~n:;~:·all;y not fr·om 
re,lo(:ate·i fard lies. About 2G rumJ.::lts H~re r·ep:·esenteri. Replies fy·oa this 
group were very ainila:r to those of -:he l'nn An school, rl3fJ_ect.ing in 
particular the desire to live in pea(:'S and the dinJ.iks of the SDC. 

Fer Special Consideration 

Both groups expressed a general. dislike of the for.raer Diem government; 
_bt~t this dislike was directed towards its local representat.ives and agents: 
the pollee, hamlet construction cadre and SDC, not tow.""i:i.-"ds the person of 
tte former President. They had, in fa~t, very little contact with the 
national governnent, and the lit.Ue tr.ey did have turned them. e.ga.i-11st it. 

To gain further insi~ht to their po1itica.l attitudes~ Mr. Bumgardner 
posed the follc.•wi....ng questior•: 1

' I hav.:;; been on many battlefields TJ!here I 
have seen Viet Cong lying dead_, .-rlth weapons j_Tl their hands. They were 
obviously soldiers. {ofnere did they COl1J.e ·.from? 1' The expect.ed ~mswer was 
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to claim they were from "up north" for this is the reply usually given. 
However, without a moments hesitation, the students pointed to themselves 
and said "from us". Feeling somewhat surprised at this frank reply 
!l.r. Bumgardner asked why. Because 1 the students replied> the Viet Cong 
have promised us many thill€:s when they win. They eA.-plained to us that we 
would have to go into the army" either for them or for the govel"l'Ul'ient. If 
we join the Viet Cong, we can stay in this area, and see our families. 
!f we go with the government 1 then they w:Ul send us far away. So we will 
join the Viet Gong. 

On the subject of hamlet militia~ the students were very urti1ap~J 
about having to ser>1e and especially carry weapons. They said if they 
were armed, the VC were angry; but if thay let the JOVernment catch them 
withcut the weapons, then the government w-as angry. So the best thing ..... -as 
to hide them. 

With reference to the nsu revolutionary gover.ni:lent, the impression 
•~s favorable. Students vol~~teered the information that nany of the 
generals were from the South. (Actual figure., 14 of 16.) They expressed 
a willingness to giva the new [OV•arnment a chance, and judge it on its 
w:Ulingness to perforn v.'ith actions" not i.-v"Ords. 

The •·•hole situation mizht b3 summed up in the U!'1solicited query from 
one student: 

"We see and talk to the Viet Con;_; all the time, Why 
doesn ~t t.he c_~overni:'l.ent ever come to our hamlet and 
speak t.o us?" 

'rhere are twenty-on0 secondary schools in Lon:; An Province. It 
appears t:r..a.t \.re have failed completely to explain either the faults of a 
Co..-r.11nunist sysi:;e!'~ or the benefits ::>f freed.oin to these students. Why? 


