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TO : Mike Dunn S/A

FROM

.

Earl Young RA

SUBJECT: Preliminary Survey--Long An Province,

The first phase in the Long An Task Force coneept is a hamlet-by-
hanlet survey in the area destined for a clear and hold operation. The
general attitude and responses of the hamlet rssidents has been a matter
of scme conjecture since it is the key factor in the rescue operation.
Therzfore, Mr. Lverctt Bumgsvdner, rflaf of USIS Field Operations in Viet-
Ham abtempted a sample survey on 1% and 14 December. Eased on past
experience a teyhﬁique was employ2d which has proven reasonably accurats
ia other provinces, This method invoives intervﬁewing secondary school
s*udents while they arz in attendanc: at school, The zdvantages of this

tachniqus are several; since ususlly thers are only a few students from
eich hamle%t that are finsncially abls to atiend a seco';arJ schcol, the
nswber of hamleis represented by 2 large number of students is equally
large; 3acondly, the students spesk wmore freely avay from the hamlet than
ander ths oye of the Viet Cong agentz. The disadvantzges are also many.
For exsmple, out of 2 to*aL povwlation of 382.000 people interviews with
only two or three hunar t students is a very small percentage. The replies
of students may be “ﬂ;lﬁO“C&“ by factors not influencial in the replies of
adults. Howewer, this pPelﬁmﬁlar, survey 4id produce some interesting
answars which should be Lrought 7 your attention.

(i

students reprasenting
al groun consisted of
age. These studsnts

% viewad., Thp i
sudents, boys and girls from 14 o 18 yeavrs of 2
told by Mr. Fuﬂgarqne* (wqo spsaks Vietnamese) zbout his werk with
ard that he simply wanted to get their ideas and thoughts on the
bamlet program. He dl:t?lbUbed a copy of 3 USIS—published pictorial
mazazine to gain their cooperation. As the discussion, conducted outdoors
near a large shade tree, grew in intensity, more and more students arrived,
to listen, participate, and then be replaced with others,

acondary sc ham? a total 200
g i : niti:

Thke results of this interview/discussion session at the Ten An
school produced the following resulis:

2, The students considered themsclves (and their families ?) to be merely
bystanders in the Viet Cong-Govermment war. They have one thought
upper-most in mind: safety and self-preservation. If fighting must be
done, it should be conducted "out there", away from their homes.

These students, speaking in what would legally be a seditious manner
under Vietnamese law, said quite frankly that they didn't care who
won, and were agreeable to either a Viet Cong or democratic govermment,
if only the fighting would step. (While this may indicate a great
political naivete, the attitude is certainly clear.)
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b. The majority of these students wers from families that had been
relozatad into strategic hamlets. Aftsr security. the second most
frequently expressed desire was to be allowed to ieave the hamlets
and reburn to their old home areas. The complaints against the
hamla%s were that tne new houses were much smaller than their old
homes:; they had to live too close to one another; the farming zrea was
less or they had tc walk Loc far Lo their old land; they had not
rueceived the money promised thenm for relecating.

Thes2 same students stated thes if they were permitied o leaves, and
then larzer houses were bullt in the hamiets. more rou: glven to sach
family. and regular ARVH units wers stationed cutgice the hamlebs, they
woull tnen perhaps zove back iaside, In ;-or*, if everythinz was done
to $maprove the hamlebt witheot recuiring any effort Trom thez, they
mrght rztarn.
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aaits and lelVLth]S sav: their respect. The s
% &t the Civil Guard _IWLLA} LuL & ¢
ARUN soldier behaves improparly, his ofil

slaints agalnst the 2D0 renied thlre in nuaber if pri:ri;
were axpressed wlth vizor. S recruil from the local area weie said
to bahave much hetter than thes byought in from out31“e the village.
{hief complaints wers that the istreatiad tn4“~ Lok thelir
.
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chiciens without peying or for token aaymeat :u vouL ot po out
end fignt, Upon clos. nang, bh > o hava ses
thess actions themselva: neard of

At the second schos
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neid., This school 1s los L L =t 2 vcr=t
i the provines. Three studsnis I school na y the
Permasr zovernment, one causht with a Land srenade, L h Yiet
Gong leaflets. About 100 studenis were arvieved i nearby
served initially to rastrict their zepl by hiz pm 5y soon
wzrred vp to the discussion. Thess s E wWers gens from
relocated families. About 20 hamiosts reprasented s fyaan this
group ware very sinilar to those of the Tan An school, 3
particular the desire to live in rpzans and the disliiks

For Special Consideration

Both groups expressed a general dislike of the former Diem government,
brt this dislike was directed towards its local representatives erd agents:
the police, hamlet construction cadre and SDG, not towards the person of
the former President. They had, in fact, very little contzct with the
national govermment, &nd the littie they did hava wurned them sgsinst it.

To gain further insight tc their political attitudes, Mr. Bumgardner
posed the following guestion: "I have been on many battlefields where I
have seen Viet Cong lying dead, with weapons in their hands. They were
obviously soldiers. Where did they come from?" The expecied answer was
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to claim they were from "up north" for this is the reply usually given.
However, without a moments hesitation, the students pointed to themselves
and said "from us". Feeling somewhat surprised at this frank reply

Mr. Eumgardner asked why. Because, the students replied, the Viet Cong
have promised us many things when they win. They explained to us that we
would nave to go into the army, either for them or for the government. If
we Join the Viet Cong, we can stay in this area, and see our families.

If we go with the government, then they will send us far away. So we will
Join the Viet Cong.

On the subject of hamlet militia, the students were very unhappy
about having to serve and especially carry weapons. They said if they
wers armed, the VG were angry; but if they let the roverrment catch them
without the weapous, then thes govermment was angry. So the best thing was
to hide them.

With reference to the new revoluticnary government, the impression
was favorable., Students volunteerad the information that many of the
ganerals were from the South. (Actual figure, 14 of 16.) They expressed
a willingness tc give the new government a chance, and judge it on its
willingness to perform with actions, not words.

The whole situwation might bz summed up in the unsolicited cuery from
one student:
"We see and talk tc the Viet Cong all the time. Why
dogsnft the government ever come to ocur hamiet and
spsak to us?"

Thers are twenty-one second
appears that we have failed com
fin

G hools in Long An Province. It
Dls
Communist systern or the bene

ry zc
58 l} Lo ezp¢aln either the faults of a
2f freedom %o these students. Why?
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