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I. Summary

Pacification inched ahead in Long An during July, with hamlets
along Route 4 recelving the entire focus of GVN efforts. GVN control
vas expanded slightly as a result. ARVN troops remain committed to
hamlet security but have not been entirely successful in preventing VC
harassments. Security has not been extended isuech beyond the highway
itself. Throughout the province VC incidents éropped markedly ¢uring
the month, despite still unconfirmed reports of VC st- ength increases.
GVN Marines operating in isolated Can Duoc and Thanh Duc éistriets
have restored some security along Route 5 through eastern lLong An.

The Dai Viet political party is reportedly active in long An
among some second-level officials. The extent and direction of this
activity is not known. The USOM-inspired agricultural progrem has
shown impressive resulis so far and promises to make a significant
contribution to local QVN prestige. It faces some danger of being
hanstrung by bureasucratic interference from Saigon.

Ii. Security Situation

A. VC Activity: The number of VC-initiated incidents, whiech had
fallen drastically from 235 in May to 114 in June, coutinued to drop
off; only 85 were recorded in July. The presence of additional GVN
troops both along Route 4 and in the eastern districts contridbuted
somewhat to this decline. But the basic decision seems to have been
primarily of the VC's own choosing rather than as a result of GVN
pressure. Possible reasons include manpover demands of the rice-
planting season, reorganization and buildup of loeal forces, movement



of maip forces into other provinces, and lack of further lucrative targets in
vulnernble GVE areas. VC domination of almost all of Tan Tru and Can Duoc districtis,
upper Thu Thus and Ben luc districts, and nuch if not wost of Thanh Duc and Binh
Phuoc rasains undisturbed.

Provincial intelligence reports indicate & buildup of both loecal and main
VC forces. The S06th main force battalion is reported to have two new companies,
taough the battalion itself operates outside long An as well. Regional force
sompanies may bave increased from five to six, while local village guerrilla
squads (in Tan Tru and Can Duoe districts at least) appesr to be expanding to
platoons. These reports are as yet unconfirmed.

B. QVE Activity: The GVN pacification effort is now concentrated in 20
hamlets along htfod Route 4, the main artery from Saigon south to the Mekong
Delta. Half of these bhamlets are considered '"pacified", at least to the point

wvhere cadre teams have moved on; the teams are novw operating in the other 13 hamlets.

From a security standpoint, the hamlets appear only slightly better off than
before pacification. Several were alresdy relatively secure anyway, and VO harass-
ments continue in others despite the presence of ARVN troops. Nevertheless, the
ARVE presence has certalnly been the determining factor in retaining GVN control
of these hamlets. local paramilitary forces are still unable to protect amy
significant pert of the initial pacification area without contimued and close ARVH
support. A modest beginning has been made in organizing edditional Popular Forces
including some Combat Youth.

The secured area is limited to a short distance on either side of the road,
and many hamlets Just off the highway are still quite insecure. The road itself
was mined in daylight in early July. There has been no significant expsnsion of
security beyond the road since the current pecification operation bhegan.

In Can Duoc and Thanh Duc cistricts, a Marine battalion has restored a fair
degree of security for travel on Route 5 from Saigon south to Go Cong. The presence
of the Mari.es in these shaky eastern districts hes added considerably to the GVN
militery posture there. .

loog An is ineluded in planning for PICA I, the major "oil spot" operation
to be centered on the Saigon area. The plan takes account of the province's
current operational priorities, since the Route 4 area is also given high priority
in PICA I. HExpansion southward into upper Ben Luc, Can Duoc, and Thanb Due districts
will place severe strain on provineial capabilities and vill have to bde supported
heavily by outside troops and at least some administrative personnel.

C. QVN Control: During July effective OVN control prodably increased in
about 10 additional hamlets in the pacification area. This would plsce the mmber
of people in GVN-coutrolled towns and hamlets at about 73,000 or 19% of the popula-
tion, compared to an estimated 65,000 or 17% in late June. This addition more or
less comprises the rest of the hamlets along Route 4, although many hemlets Just



off the 1oed contimue "unpacified", insecure, and beyond the predominant GVN
authority nov exercised along the highway.

Outside the general pacification zone GVE control remains unchanged, limited
mainly :0 distriect towns and scattered outposts. The Marines in Can Duoc have
extendd GVE influence there somevhat; establishing permanent control has not been
their aission 20 far. Can Duoe, Thanh Dus, and Tan Tru are still effectively cut
off f-om direct overland communication with the provincial capital. The fomer
two districts can be reached, however, by coming south on Route 5 from Gia Dinh
prov.nce.

111, Psychological Situation

The overall psychological situation remained the same in July as in June,
j.e., & general lack of sympathy for the VC and some preference for the GVN (though
10t to the point of significant personal commitment.) GVN psywar progrems and
techaigues have improved noticeably, offering e considerably better chance of
tapping this paychological potential. However, the adbility of the GVN to provide
security remains the sine non of a constructive and favorable popular attitude.
The limfted progress of eation so far has not yet convinced the people of
iong An that the GVN can do the job.

IV. Politieal Situstion

The Dai Viet political party is reportedly active in lLong An smong some
second-level officials. These include at least one district chief and several
province-level officials, who are said to teke their cue from the Tth Division
comnandar., The extent and nsture of party activity is not known, but there is no
evidence that the party itself enjoys any kind of popular support, nor does it
seen to De making any overt effort to build it. Apparently the Province Chief
himself is not involved in this activity, although he is aware of it.

V. Economie Situstion

The UBOM-inspired sgricultural progrem in Long An looks extremely promising.
The distridution of improved rice seed and fertilizer and the utilization of
pesticides have been erried out effectively, with the focus of the effort properly
in the GVE-controlled areas, either in the general pacification zone or around
district towns and other GVR outposts. The QVA's provincial agricultural services
bave come to 1life and have obviously raised GVE prestige smong the farmers. Purther-
more, the program is technically sound, thanks largely to USOM's Chinese agricultural
specialist in long An.

Much depends, of course, on hov the current rice erop actually turns out
at harvest-time; only then can a more thorough judgment of the program's political
effectivensss be mads. (In fact, the overall yield itself may not necessarily be
an important indicator, since long An farmers have long used fertilizer and
pesticides. uhat vill matter more is the personsl net return to the farmers as
a result of cheaper and better imputs.) BPBut the timing of the program has been
right and some political advantage is noticesble slready. The prospects for more

look bright.



1ok bright.

The program faces some danger of being hemstrung by bureaueratic difficulties
betwean Saigon and the province. The prodblem has ariasen from confusion as to
which tunds will be used to contimue these agricultural activities. It would be a
pit; if this excellent program were to be reduced or choked off because of central

GVF bumbling. U0 is investigating the problem.
V.. Conclusion

Pacification activities definitely picked up in July in long An, btut it is
still bard to see tangible results. GVN control of people along the road has
incressed somewhat, dbut the province's overall security situation bas not basically
improved, since highway security was never really a sericus problem anyway. Until
the pacification area expands well beyond the road, the GVN has merely stood still
in long An.



