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Pacitication incheil ahead in wng An curing Jul.r, with hamlets 
along Route ~ receiVing the entire t'ocus of GVI efforts. GVN control 
vas ex,pe.ndcd slightly as a result. .ARVB troops remain committed to 
hamlet security but have not been entirely successful in preventing VC 
h&rasaaents. Security has not been extended r:1uc:b bor:!yond the higbV~q 
itself'. 'l'hroughout the province VC incidents dropped markedly C!uring 
the mouth, despite still unconfirmed reports of VC st~ ..sngth increases. 
GVll Marines operatina in isolated Can Duoc and Thanh Due districts 
have restored SOII.e security along Route 5 through eastern Long J¥!. 

The Da1 Viet political party is rep>rtedly active in !Qng An 
•ong saue second-level officials. The extent and direction of this 
activity is not known. 'l.'he USCit-1nspired agricultural program bas 
shown impressive results so far and promises to make a significant 
contribution to local OW prestige. It faces saae danger of being 
hamstrung by bureaucratic .interference 1'rom Saigon. 

II. Sec:uritl Situation 

A. VC Activity: The nuaber of VC-initiated incidents, which bad 
fallen drast.ic:&Ili from 238 in ~ to ll4 in June, continued to dro.P 
orr; onl¥ 85 were recorded in Jul.y. The presence ot additional OVI 
troops both along Route 4 aDd in the •stern districts contributed 
SOIILevhat to thia decline. But the basic decision •••• to have been 
primarily ot the YC' s om aboosina rather tban as a result of OYI 
presiNJ'e. Possible reasons include aaanpover d•ands or the rice­
plantin& season, reorp.nizat.1on and bui~up ot local forces, movement 
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of maiD rorcea iut.o other provinces, &Dd lack ot turtbv lucrative tuaeta in 
vul.Derr.ble GYI area. YC 4adnat1on ot aaoet all of Tall ttru. ad Can D\loo districts, 
upper fbu !hU& aDd Bell L\I.C d1etricta1 aDd much if not 110Bt of ft&Db l)w: &Ad Binh 
Phuoc r.aina UDdi.-turbed. 

ProviDcial 1ntellJ.aeace reports indicate a buildup of both looal. aDd main 
VC !arcea. '.ftle 5()6th main force battalion ia reportect to h&Ye two new coapaniea, 
t~ the bat-talion itHlt operat.ea outa1de IQQ& An aa ...U. _Be&ional rorce 
.:oaapuiea flit:/ lave 1DCr•ted tl'GIIl tive to six, vbile local villa&e guerrilla 
squada (in ftD 't.ru aDd CD Duoct diatrict.a at l•at.) appear to be ex})IUJICJ1ns to 
platooua. !heae repn"ts ue aa Jet UDCOnftrlaed. 

B. 0\'1 A~11!f: !be OYI paciticat1on effort ia DOW concentrated in 26 
hamlet. a alOns latlo Route 4, t.he 11&111 arte17 1'!'aa 6e181)Jl eouth to the Mekong 
Delta. Jlllt ot theae baleta are considered "»acified" 1 at least to the point 
where cadre t.eama have lllOVed on; the teems are nov operat.iDS in the other 13 buLlets. 

l'J'cm a aec:urit.J atanclpoint, the haleta appear onl.Y allptl)r better off thaD 
before pac1.t'1catio.a. SeYeral were already relative}¥ aecure ~, e.ad VC harass­
ments cout.iuue in otbera deapit.e the :presence ot ARVJf troops. Jeverthelesa, the 
ABU presence baa certai.o.l3 been the detenainin& factor in retainin& GVI control 
or these hlmleta. Local par.Ulitar,y torcea are still UD&ble to protect fU17 
a1pit1caat pert of the initial pacification area without. contiuued &ad close ARVll 
support. A aodeat be&imdD& baa been aade in orpnizing .Oditioaal Popular Forces 
including 8CIIDe Cc:abat Youth. 

~· secured ar• is lia1ted to a ahort diat.ance on either aide ot the road, 
aDd ~ bal.eta Just off the hi&ll¥&1' are 8tiU quite insecure. The road itselt 
vas mined in dqliflbt. in early ~. 7here has been no aipiticant e~ion ot 
seeurit)" beyond the road ainee the current pacification operatioA began. 

In Can 0\.loc: &ad fhanh Due ciatrict.a, a Marine battalion baa restored a fair 
degree ot seeur1t)" tor travel on :Route 5 troll Saiaon south to 00 Cone. The presence 
or the Mar4,ea 1n these ahaky •stern diatr1cta has addlld conaiderabl,y to the GVN 
nll.lltary ,POsture there. 

tons An ia included in plaanina tor PICA I, the •Jor •· oil spot." operation 
to 'be c~ntered on the Sai&On a-.. !be )Wm tU.ea acco\ID't of the province• s 
current operational priorities, ainoe the Route 4 area is &lao pvu hip priority 
in PICA I. Bxp&Daton aoutbvard into \lpJieJ" Ben tuc, Can Duoa, and 1'hub Dv.e districts 
viU place aevere .train on proY1ao1al ~b111t1ea aDd v1U .bave to be supported 
heaYi]¥ bT OtLt.aide troops aDd at l•at eaM ada1Diatrat1ve pereonnel.. 

c. Oft Control: Durin& 3W3 ettective GYI cont.rol probUJ¥ increued in 
about. lO ~eta in the pac1f1cat1on ar•• ftia would place the ULII.ber 
ot people in OYI-controUed tovns and~· at about 13,000 or l9f, ot t.be popula­
tion, c:aapared to an estiJDated 65,000 or l~ in late June. !bia addition more or 
lese coapriaea th~ reat ot the haleta alona Route 4, althouah .any hemlets Just 
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ott the l'OIId continue "unpacitied", inaeoure, ud be;yoDd the predaaiD&Dt. GYR 
authorit-, mv exerciaed alona the hi&bvq. 

Q.t.S.de the ceneral pa.citicat.ion sone GU coutrol r..Una UDCb•ncw, l1m1 ted 
uinq ·.;o c!i.triet tcnrna &Dd aeattered out;post.a. !ftle IIU'inea in CaD Duoo have 
exteadt.tc! GU 1ntlueDee tbere acafthat; eatabliahiD& :pemanellt control baa DOt been 
their &iaaion 80 tar. CaD Dlloc, fhaDh D\le1 aDd !'all 'lnl &'l"e still ettect1Y~ cut 
ott t:-ca direct OTVlaDd aa.un:Saat.ion vit.h the ]ll"'Vincial capital. fte tol'ller 
t.vo i'1stricrta C&D 'be r-.eh«l, howv•, b7 ocaiq south on Route 5 rraa Gia J)1Dh 
prov .. nee. 

m. P!J!bolD§ioal Situation 

!he OYC'&ll pqcilolos:loal ait.utioa r.W.Ded the -e 1n Jul¥ u in June, 
1. e., a aeDC'al lack ot .,.,.t.Jq ror the YC aD4 .. e pret'ereDCe tor the CJ'f1f (though 
.JOt t.o t.be »e>1Jlt ot aipiftoaat perao-.3. aaaitaea.t.) Oft JMI1ftl' pro1JW18 and 
teclm1quea have iaproYec!. DOticea~, otterias a conaider&bJ¥ Htter chaDce ot 
tappiDC this paycboloaioal p:>tential. BoveYer, the ab1l1t7 ot the 0\'JI to provide 
securit7 r-.tna the Bill,!~ DOD of a oonatructift and taYQft.ble pop&lar attitude. 
!'he l:1a1tecl poosreaa or-J*CHicaUon so tar baa DOt Jet aoii'Yinced the people ot 
Loas ltD that. the cm1 cu c!o the job. 

11'. Pol1tieal sttuation 

!he J)a1 'l:t.et »>litical :s-rt7 ia re;portec113 active in toDa AD 810111 aaae 
HCODC!-lenl offlciala. '!beH 1nolu4e at leut one d1atrlct chief &Dd HYeral 
.FO'YiDCe-level ottio1ala, 1111\o are Mid to take their eue tra. the 7th J)1Y1aion 
,.,,.,_.. !he exteat aD4 Datura ot part7 aet1'rit7 is DOt kDDvA, but there is no 
~Y14ezace that the JU"t7 itaelf' enJo7• aJq" kind ot popW..er 8\lppOZ't, uor does it 
8MI to 'be ••lr'DC &JJT o....-t ettort to \Mild it. Qparelltq the ProVince Chiet 
biluelt is DOt in"YOlved in tbia actiY:lt;r, altbousb he is --.re ot it. 

V. Bconc.io Situation 

!be UIDI-inapil'e&! esricultural. P"'O(Sna 1n Loua AD looU utzo•eq )ll'Wliaing. 
!be 41atnlut10Jl of 11QroW4 rice seed aD4 tert111ze:r aDl the ut111..Uon ot 
puticiB• have beeDIU'ried out efteotiYel¥1 vith the .toou ~the e.ttart properly 
in tbe GU-OOiltl'ollecl &J'_, either in tlle pural JI&OifioatioA 10ae or &1"'UDCC 
41~ct tovu aDil other Q'fl OU.tJOata. the cmr•. JII'O"iDcial qricul.tural Ml"licea 
baft ccae to 11te u4 baft obVioual¥ raiHCl OU pre.ti .. _,. ~ tanaera. J'Urther­
.on, the JII"'&na ia teeJmloal.q BOUDd, t!laDJra ~to USCII'a Cbiuae qricultural 
BJMt01a11at 1D l.DDs .An. 
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look bright. 

the proga faces SCIIle dancer of bein& bamatru.na by bureaucratic difficulties 
betvem Sai&OD aDd the province. The pro'blc baa arisen t'ral. eonfuaion as to 
vhic.'• 1\mda vill 'be used to continue these agricultural acti'rities. It would be a 
pit; it this excellent prosnm v•e to 'be reduced or choked ott beeause or central 
GVF bla'b.UDg. USCM is investipting the problem. 

V'.. Conclusion 

Pacification aativit1es def'initel,y picked up in July in Long An, bu.t it is 
still hard to see tanaible results. Oft control ot people along the road has 
incr•sed acaevbat1 but the province's ovG'al.l security situation bas not basically 
improved, since hi&hV&J' eecur1t7 vas neYer really a serious problea arr:fV8Y. Until 
the pe.ci:tication area expuds veU beyond the road 1 tb~ GVJI has merely stood still 
in tona An. 
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