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23 February 1966 

TO: Bill Connell 

FltOM: Jlufua PhU11pa 

SUBJECT& Some thoughts on Speaking to the American People 
About Vietnam 

1 . While you and the Vloe President have beeB away, I've been following 
the Vietnam ctebate hen avidly. Wlthout being presumpt1oua , I would lUte 
to offer some thwghta about what ralght be aald about Vietnam at thia point 

2. It seems to me that in talking about Vietnam, you have two main tarqet 
groups= The iataUectuala and the American people at larqe. I don•t beltwe that 
the Administration wlll be able tchhold the Am•1oen people for very loDIJ un­
less a substantial part of the intallectuala can be won over to Achnlniatration 
policy. 

3. To win the intellectuals, (in this group I include atudenu and rel1gioua 
lMdera), as well as the c;reDaral pubUc, the meeting of the HaDolulu Oeclar· 
ation should be made clearer: that lt establishes a common political base 
and moral purpose wtth the Vietnamese for the war. Attached is a news cUp­
ping of a recent sermon by Dr. Howlett which la encouragiDQ because it pi«:Jts 
up thls eaaential point. 

4. It seems to me that we must stop equ1vooating about negotiations with 
the Viet Cong (Jiat1oaal Llb•ration front). In the first place. it is a deroga­
tion .. •L Vietnamese soweignty and makes our whole purpose there ring 
hollow. Secondly, there are very cogent histortcal.:moral and practir..al 
grounds against it which ought to be coneluaively aet forth. So long as we 
keep the door open for negotiations with the Viet Cong, we are weakening 
our own moral position. And we are so weakening the Yietnameae Govern­
ment that they wtll not be able to carry out a political program which will win 
the Vietnamese people away from the Viet Conq and which will give the Amer­
ican people heart to sustain our commitment. The Vietnamese people are our 
constituents in this struggle as well as our fellow Americans. Specific ex­
amples and quotes from Vietnamese and other Asians during the Vice Presi­
dent's trip could be most effective in conveying how they see our commitment. 
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5. I hope that the Vice Pretldent will not feel obl19ed to play oa Ameri• 
can feara .,f the Chinese. A diaUac:tlon shQUld be drawn batwMn the 
Chinese Com•uat•t regime, whloh is expanaioniat be• use it is Commu• 
nist and bas to prove the 1~M~Yltabillty of CoiiUiluni&m in Aa1a or suffer in­
ternal collapae, and the Chmeae people who do DOt w18h to rule Asia. It 
is wrong and wUl be couater•produottve 1f our atrunle 1n Vietnam is re­
duced to elmplietia terms of oombetUI\9 the "yellow peril". 

6. I believe that there 11 a valid parallel tt.tw-a the coratainment of Com• 
munlsm now ia Aaia, aDd the containment of Coauauaia• in Europe after World 
War~. !be difference Ia, of course, that It ia mqch •ore diftiCJUlt in South• 
eaet Asta beaauH of the internal polttical weaknesses of the countries th.-e. 
There were polltlcal •• well aa econoaia w•Juaeaa iR Poatwar Europe and 
aome reaearcb into the debate on the Marahall Plan and the Berlin Airlift 
mtght turn up quotable 1tatements in today's context. 

7. Above all, whatever ia sald, a responsive chord must be struck ln the 
heart of all Aa.-tcana to helP ua make coamon c:auae with the Vletnameae 
people aDd to 11ft the debate out of the banal! ties of military tactics, such 
a a do we need 3 00, 000, 600, 000 or a million men. The point which unfor­
tuMtely escapes too many people, 1e that the number of Americana required 
and the number of casualties we will suffer are inversely proportional to the 
strength and peraerverance of our moral commitment to the principles in 
which both the Vietname•e and the American people believe. 

8. Finally, I hope the Vice Preaident will be able to line out for the Ameri­
can people what kind of war this is and how you expect ltt~go. That the 
Vietnamese people, like ourselves during our revolution, must find the ex• 
pression of their common cauee. That they know what it is and - working 
toward it. That as they find it, throuqh a combination of political attraction 
and force, the Viri Cong movement wlll dissipate. That no time-table can be 
set because this is not a matter of logistics, or of numbers of troops, but of 
the hearts and minds of men. And that we must be willing to perservere in our 
commitment to their freedom, because it is indivisable from our own, and be­
cause it is from this commitment that the Vietnamese draw the added strength 
necess5ary to continue the struqgle, more than from our physical presence. 




